The Last Days & the Second Coming

1. Christ’s Return will be Soon -in Our Generation -but not Yet 

   A. The Great Commission must be completed before the Second Coming, Mt.28:18-20, Mt.24:14,

 
Mt.16:18  (this can be done by 2028 AD. or soon after)

   B. The generation that saw the Jews regain control of Jerusalem is the last generation, Lk.21:24 & 


Lk.21:31-32. Israel regained control of all of Jerusalem in 1967. A generation lives 70 to 80


years, Ps.90:10. The generation living from when Jerusalem was regained by the Jews will not

 
all die before the 2nd Coming: by the year 2037 to 2047 AD?  

   C. The Old Testament types suggest the Church Age is about 2000 years (from the cross &

 
Pentecost)


1) The Brazen Laver of Solomon’s Temple – the 2000 baths of water in 1 Kings 7:26 is

 
    symbolic of 2,000 years of the gospel being preached throughout the world. (The OT temple

 
    = the NT Church, the priests = the Christians, the water of washing = the water of the word

 
    in Eph.5:26, the oxen carrying the water = the ministry spreading the Word of God, 


   1 Cor.9:9-10.)


2) The Seven Days of Creation. There was 2 days (2000 years, 2 Pet.3:8) between Adam’s

 
    creation and Abraham, another 2 days (2000 years) until the 1st Coming, and then another 2

 
    days (2000 years) until the 2nd Coming. Then on the 7th day all the world will rest during the

 
    Millennium for 100 years, or during the seventh “day”.


3) The Typology of Moses’ Tabernacle – There was 1500 square cubits (300 cubits


    circumference times 5 cubits high) in the Outer Court, symbolic of 1500 years between

 
    Moses and Christ, the Age of the Law. Then there was 2000 cubic cubits (20x 10x 10) in the

 
    measurements of the Holy Place, symbolic of the 2000 years of the Church Age. At the

 
    Second Coming we will enter into the Holy of Holies, which has measurements of 10x 10 x

 
    10 cubits = 1,000 Cubic cubits, which speaks of the 1,000 years of the Millennium.


 
4) The Ark Crossing the Jordan -2000 cubits, Josh.3:4. The Ark is a prophetic type of the Lord

 
    Jesus, and its going ahead of God’s people 2,000 cubits into the waters of death symbolizes 


    how Christ, at the cross, went about 2000 years ahead of His people 2000 years before His

 
    people will cross over into the Promised Land: revival, the 2nd Coming, and the Kingdom of

 
    God on the earth.

   D. Many Prophecies still need to be fulfilled, such as:

1) The 10 nation federation from the old Roman Empire, Dan.2:40-44, Dan.7:19-27, Rev.17:12

2) The rise of the final great Antichrist, 2 Thess.2:1-3, Dan.7:20-22 & 24-25, Rev.17:12 & 13:7

3) The final Battle of Jerusalem, Zech.14:1-3

4) The Completion of the Great Commission, Mt.24:14 

2. Days of Revival and Judgment will precede the Second Coming of Christ

   A. Revival & Judgment for the Nation of Israel


1) Past seasons of revival and judgment for Jerusalem & Israel:


   a) The nation was invaded 14 years after Hezekiah’s revival, 2 Chron.30:26-27 & chap.32


   b) The nation was conquered by Babylon 40 years after Josiah’s revival, 2 Chron.35:1-19


   c) The Romans destroyed the nation after Christ & the apostles brought revival. 


2) There will be blessing & judgment for Israel before and at the Second Coming, 


    Zech 14:1-3 & 8-9, Zech.12: 9 to 13:1, Jer.30:5-9, Rom.11:25-27 


3) Israel has greater blessings & judgments, Amos 3:1-2, Lk.12:48, Rom.11:28 & Heb.12:6

   B. Revival & Judgment for the Philippines

1) Beloved for the sake of the fathers, Romans 11:28-29. Spiritual inheritances are given to

    families & nations by their founders and great leaders


   a)  King Philip II of Spain- worked & sacrificed to make the Philippines a center for the

        gospel.


   b) President McKinley- directed by God to have the U.S. help Christianize & educate the

       nation.


   c) Jose Rizal- a man of peace & goodwill: as a doctor and writer he caused the "blind" to see. 


   d) Ninoy Aquino- after becoming born again, he returned to die for his people.


   e)  Fidel Ramos- dedicated the nation to Christ and helped lead the nation towards prosperity.

2) “As his name is, so he is,” 1 Sam.25:25  Names are often prophetic:


   a) The Philip-pines: named for King Philip II, who wanted to spread the gospel 


   b) The Philip-pines: King Philip was named after Philip in the Book of Acts!


       - Philip was a deacon (a servant) who became an evangelist & missionary.


       - The Philip-pines will arise from being servants, to become evangelists & missionaries!


3) "To whom much is given, much will be required," Luke 12:48

       
          THE NATION OF ISRAEL: 


   a) God invested much in ancient Israel, to prepare them as a light to the nations, Gen.12:2-3


   b) Through sin & idolatry they largely failed, so God sent judgments to them, Amos 3:1-2


   c) God then sent them out among the nations as slaves.  Many turned to God and shook the

       nations with their testimony (Daniel, Esther, Nehemiah, Naaman's servant girl, etc.). 


   d) Then the Lord restored the nation to prepare them for the 1st coming of Christ.

      
         THE PHILIPPINES: 


   a) God invested much in the Philippines (natural resources & international help).  


   b) Through sin and idolatry past generations have largely failed, and God has judged the 


       nation by allowing many calamities and by sending out millions of O.F.W.s. 

   c) Many O.F.W.s have been used by God in mighty ways- and many will yet go as
       missionaries!  

   d) But the Lord is also restoring the nation, to prepare the Philippines for the 2nd Coming. 
   e) Many men of God have declared that the Philippines has an eternal inheritance as a sheep
       nation in the Millennium (Mat.25:31-33) and in the ages to come, Eph.2:7 Rev.21:24 & 26.

   C. Revival & Judgment for the Nations in the Last Days
 
1)  Revival & Judgment: Hag.2:6-9, Is.60:1-7, Joel 2:28 to 3:2


2)  Difficulties in the world will increase before the Second Coming, Mt.24:3-31


    a) Mt.24:4-8, Rom.8:19-22 Birth Pangs before the end: deception, wars, famines &
 
        earthquakes. 

    b) Mt 24:9-14 then Tribulation: worldwide persecution, backsliding, false prophets -but also
 
        a great harvest of souls as the gospel is preached to all the world, v.14. 

    c) Mt.24:15-24, Rev.7:14 then the Great Tribulation: Abomination & destruction in
  
        Jerusalem, false prophets & deceiving miracles, false doctrines of the 2nd Coming.

    d) Mt.24:26-31 The Second Coming: not a secret (v.26) but a public return (v.27).  After the
        tribulation (v.29) all the nations will see Christ return (v.30) with angels and a great sound
 
        of a trumpet to gather all the elect (v.31, compare with 1 Thess.4:16-17).
3. The Church will be Raptured to Meet the Lord in the Air
   A. While we can differ in understanding end-time events such as the Rapture, our Christian unity

 
is based on our faith in Jesus Christ. There are many different interpretations about the Rapture

 
that have been taught by godly Christians. These different interpretations should not divide the

 
Body of Christ, as our unity belongs in the salvation of Jesus Christ. However, every leader

 
will give account to God on how well they have led and prepared their people. Therefore it is

 
important for us to accurately learn about these things so that we can properly teach and

 
prepare the people for what is soon coming upon the world.

   B. The Three Main Interpretations about the Rapture:


1) The Pre-Tribulation Rapture: mostly based on 1 Thess.4:16-17, this doctrine teaches that a

 
    secret rapture of the church will occur just before the beginning of the Great Tribulation.

2) The Mid-Tribulation rapture: largely based on Rev.12:5, this teaches that the church (or a

 
     select part of the church) will be raptured in the middle of the Tribulation.

3) The Post-Tribulation Rapture: mostly based on 1 Thess.4:16-17, this doctrine teaches that

    the church will be raptured at the end of the Great Tribulation when Christ returns to rule the

    world.

-there are also other variations of this doctrine, including there being 2 or 3 (or zero!) raptures. 
   C. Definition of ‘Rapture:’ The Greek word "harpazo" is used in 1 Thess.4:17 when Paul wrote that
  
the Christians will be “caught up” to meet the Lord.  This Greek word means, "to seize, catch
 
away, force, pluck, pull, snatch, take by force."  In the Latin this word is translated "rapere"
 
which means "to seize, to take away."  From this Latin word we have two words in English:
 
"rape,"and "rapture.  From this verse and this Latin word we have the doctrine that in English
 
is called "The Rapture."  It is a scriptural word, although coming from the Latin translation
 
instead of the original Greek word.
   D. What is the Rapture of the Church? The Rapture is a doctrine explaining what happens to the

 
worldwide Church when we are caught up to meet the Lord at the Second Coming of Christ. It
 
will happen to every Christian that is alive upon the earth at that time: “Then we who are alive
 
and remain shall be caught up,” 1 Thessalonians 4:17.
   E. When Will the Rapture of the Church take Place? 

1) In 1 Thess.4:16-17 the rapture will take place along with the general resurrection of the
 
    Christians, when “the dead in Christ will rise first.” 


2) Revelation 20:4-5 tells us that this resurrection includes Christians “who had not worshiped
 
    the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or hands. And they
 
    lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years…. This is the first resurrection.” To
 
    include these people who reject the beast and his mark, the resurrection & rapture must take
 
    place after the Tribulation.

3) In 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 we read, “Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus
 
    Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or
 
    troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ
 
    had come. Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the
 
    falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition….” Our
 
   “gathering together to Him” speaks of the rapture and the resurrection, which will happen at
 
   the Second Coming. In verse 3, “that Day” (the Day of the Lord, the 2nd Coming), along
 
   with our being gathered together to Him in the rapture, will not come until 2 things first
 
   occur: First, the “falling away.” This “falling away,” or apostasy, was spoken of by Christ in
 
   Matthew 24:9-13 as part of the tribulation that Christians at the end of the age must endure to
 
   be saved. Second, “the man of sin,” “the son of perdition,” must be revealed. The “man of
 
   sin,” the “son of perdition,” refers to the Antichrist. This “falling away” and the revealing of
 
   the Antichrist will both happen before the 2nd Coming and the Rapture according to these
 
   verses.
   F. The Rapture will take Place with the Great, Last Trumpet:


1) In 1 Thess.4:16-17 the rapture (and resurrection) will take place “with the trumpet of God.”  
 
2) In Matthew 24:29-31 the Lord Jesus said that “Immediately after the tribulation of those
 
   days…  they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great
 
   glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather
 
   together His elect from the four winds.” Jesus said that the trumpet and the rapture (the
 
   gathering of the elect) would take place after the tribulation, not before it.

3) In 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 this trumpet at the resurrection is called “the last trumpet.” The 
   Book of Revelation has many trumpets, and the blowing of many trumpets, up through


   chapter 11. Every trumpet in the New Testament comes from the same Greek word salpinx,

   so this would suggest that“the last trumpet” could not take place before the Tribulation

   trumpets decribed in these chapters of the Book of Revelation. Otherwise the resurrection and

   rapture would not be at the last salpinx, the last trumpet!


4) At the blowing of last trumpet in the Bible (Rev.11:15-19) it is said: “The kingdoms of this 


    world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ,” which refers to the start of the

    millennial reign of Christ on the earth. It is also spoken at this last trumpet that it is “the time

   of the dead, that they should be judged, and that You should reward Yours servants,” which

   speaks of the first resurrection, Rev.20:4-6. 
   G. Will there be a Secret Rapture of the Church before the Great Tribulation?  

1) History tells us that in the last 180 years many Christians have come to believe in a secret
 
   rapture before the great tribulation, called the pre-tribulation rapture. However, the
 
   worldwide church for the first 1800 years all agreed that the rapture of 1 Thess.4:17 was at
 
   the time when Christ returns to rule the world, which is after the Great Tribulation (post-trib).

2) No Quiet, Secret Pre-Trib Rapture?  1 Thess.4:16 says the Lord will descend with a SHOUT,
 
   with the VOICE of an archangel, and with the TRUMPET of God when the Church is
 
   raptured, 1 Thess. 4:17.  In Matthew 24:30-31 Jesus said that all the tribes of the earth would
 
   see Christ return with power & glory, with a GREAT sound of a trumpet to gather His elect.
  
   This rapture (the gathering of the elect with the loud trumpet) is not secret, but public and
 
   noisy. Moreover, Jesus warned that some would proclaim a secret 2nd Coming, Mt.24:26-27.


3) Can there be a Pre-Trib Rapture at any moment? 
  
   a) Many prophecies have to first be fulfilled, as mentioned in section 2C of these notes.  

   b) Jesus taught that the rapture (the gathering together of the elect, Mt.24:30-31) takes place
 
       after the tribulation, Mt.24:29.   

   c) Paul taught there is no rapture of the Church until after the Antichrist comes, 2 Thess.2:1-4  
   d) The rapture of the church is clearly declared to take place with a trumpet when the dead in 
       Christ are raised, 1 Thess.4:16-17.  The time of this resurrection takes place at the last
 
       trumpet according to 1 Cor.15:52.  That places the rapture after the 6 trumpets of Rev.8:6

       to 9:13 at the time of the seventh and last trumpet of Rev.11:15-18. When this last trumpet
 
       is blown it is declared that Christ will start to reign over the kingdoms of the world (the
 
       millennium), and that the dead will be judged and rewarded.  This is the trumpet and

 
       resurrection spoken of in 1 Thess.4:16 and 1 Cor.15:52. Yet this happens after the Great
 
       Tribulation spoken of in Rev.7:14, and after the first 6 trumpet judgments.

   e) Christ gave His Great Commission to the Church, and said ‘I am with you always, even to
 
       the end of the age, Mt.28:19-20.  Jesus did not say, ‘I am with you until 7 years before the
       end of the Church age.’


4) Will Christians escape suffering by a Pre-Trib Rapture?


   a) Christ did not promise His people that we would escape tribulation- He promised us that
 
       we would have tribulation, John.16:33.  Jesus prayed that we would not be taken out of the
 
       world, but that we would be protected from evil while we are in the world, Jn.17:15. 

   b) Paul taught that through many tribulations we will enter the kingdom (Acts 14:22), just as 
       Paul suffered many tribulations, 1 Thess.3:4 & 2 Cor.11:23-27.
 
   c) Christ greatly suffered, and left us His example to follow, 1 Pet.2:21, Mt.16:24.  The
 
       Church has followed this example for almost 2,000 years of persecutions & tribulations.


5) What did Jesus mean by ‘there will be two people, and one will be taken and the other left’ 
    (Mt.24:40-41), and ‘as in the days of Noah’ (Mt.24:37) & ‘as in the days of Lot,’ Lk.17:28? 
   a) A pre-trib doctrine of the Rapture suggests it is the righteous who are taken first (in a 

      pre-trib rapture), while the wicked remain to suffer in the great tribulation. Pre-trib doctrine
 
      says Noah & Lot were taken away, and the wicked remained.

   b) Post-trib doctrine says that it is the wicked who are taken first (when Christ returns in
 
      flaming fire to destroy the wicked, 2 Thess.1:6-10) and that it is the righteous who remain
 
      to live upon the earth when Christ returns to rule the world.  Jesus said “first the tares” (the
 
      wicked) will be gathered & burned, then afterwards the righteous would be gathered,

 
      Mt.13:30 & 40-43. Christ said that in the days of Noah it was the wicked who were all
 
      taken away, not Noah, Mt.24:39. Noah and Lot remained on the earth (protected from the
 
      judgments around them, just as the Israelites were protected during the 10 plagues in
 
      Egypt), but it was the wicked who were taken away by the judgments of God. Jesus said
 
      both (the wicked & righteous) would grow together until the end of the age, Mt.13:30 & 39.

 
      Christ didn’t say they would grow together, “until 7 years before the end.” 


   c) Second Thessalonians 1:4-10 also confirms that it is the wicked who will be taken away
 
      when Christ returns to judge the wicked with flaming fire, while the righteous will then be
 
      given rest from their troubles at the Second Coming (but not 7 years before the 2nd Coming) 

  
6) The 2nd Coming will be like ‘a thief in the night’ by its sudden timing, not by its being a
 
    secret event.

   a) 2 Peter 3:9-10 clearly shows that the 2nd Coming will be unexpected, but very noisy! Christ
 
      is not coming back silently like a thief, Mt.24:30-31, 1 Thess.4:16.

   b) 1 Thess.5:1-5 shows us only the wicked will be surprised- the righteous will be waiting. 

   H. The Church will be raptured to meet and escort Christ, to join His triumphant return: 1 Thess.4:17
    
says we will "meet the Lord in the air."  The Greek word is "apantesis."  It was used to 
describe when a king or a great man came to visit a city, when he would be met outside of the
 
city by citizens of that city who came out to welcome his arrival and escort him with honor into
 
the city. This custom was carried out when Christ was given His Triumphal Entry into
 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. It was used in connection with Paul's journey to Rome. "When the
 
brethren heard of us, they came to meet [apantesis] us as far as Appii Forum... and when we
 
came to Rome..." Acts 28:14-16.  Paul was met by a delegation outside of Rome, who escorted
 
him into Rome.  When Christ comes to the earth in His Second Coming, we will be raptured
 
into the air to meet Him, and be part of His great escort when He comes to rule and reign over
 
the earth for the Millennial Kingdom of 1,000 years. We will not be raptured into the clouds,
 
for Christ to take us back up to heaven.  Christ is the coming king, and we are part of the
 
welcoming escort, not the other way around!  Christ also spoke of this custom in the Parable of
 
the Ten Virgins, when the virgins went out to meet [apantesis] the bridegroom who was 

arriving for the marriage, Mt.25:1 & 6.

4. Christ will Return as King & Judge of the World, Rev.19:11-16, Ps.96:12-13
   A. Christ will reign over the world in the Millennial Kingdom age, Rev.19:15-16

1) Many Old Testament prophecies spoke about the Messiah ruling over the world, such as
 
    Zech.14:3-17; Dan.7:9-14; Dan.2:29-45; Mic.4:1-8, Psalm 2, Is.24:21-23, and Is.11:6-10.


2) The Apostles waited for Christ’s kingdom reign: Mt.20:20-21, Lk.19:11, Acts 1:6


3) Christ told stories and parables to help explain about His coming millennial reign, such as in

    Mat.25:31-46, Mat.25:14-30, Mat.13:36-43, and Lk.19:11-27.   

    B. The Millennium will begin at the 2nd Coming of Christ


1) In Lk.19:11-27 & Mt.19:28 Jesus taught it would start at the 2nd Coming & the resurrection. 

2) Revelation chapters 19-22 are clearly chronological in order. Chapter 19 tells about the 2nd
     Coming, chapter 20 about the Millennium, and afterward this, in chap.21 will be the New
    Heaven & Earth.


3) Old Testament prophecies such as Zech. 14 show that the Millennium begins at the 2nd 

    Coming.
   C. The Millennium will be 1000 years long- The time length of Christ’s kingdom on the earth is
 
stated 6 times in Rev.20 verses 2,3,4,5,6,& 7 to very clearly state that it is not an indefinite or
   
figurative length of time.

   D. Every Person alive will be Judged:


1) 2 Thess.1:7-9 Unbelievers and Backsliders will receive fire and destruction


2) Rev.20:4-6, Lk.19:15-17  -The Faithful will be Rewarded

   E. All the Nations will be Judged


1) ‘Sheep’ Nations will be welcomed into the Millennial Kingdom of Christ, Mt.25:31-34


2) ‘Goat’ Nations will be Judged and Removed from the Earth, Mt.25:31-33 & 41, Ps.9:17

   F. There Will be Worldwide Blessings in the Millennial Kingdom of Christ:

1) Christ and the Saints will Rule the World in Righteousness, Rev.20:4-6 


   a) Christ will be the King of Kings, Rev.19:16, Zech.14:3-4, 9, 16


   b) David will be the king of Israel, Jer.30:9


   c) The 12 Apostles will rule the 12 tribes of Israel (governors), Mt.19:27-28


   d) Many faithful Saints will rule over cities (mayors), Lk.19:15-19


2) The resurrected saints will have different rewards & positions in the kingdom.
   a) Paul wanted to qualify for a place in the 1st Resurrection and the Millennium, Phil.3:10-11.


   b) In Hebrews 11:35 some saints endured torture to obtain a better place in the resurrection.


3) Christ gave us keys to have a better resurrection and Millennial placement:  


   a) If we will sacrifice (property, possessions, relationships) we will obtain a hundredfold,
 
     Mt.19:27-29.


   b) If we suffer with Christ we will reign with Him, Lk.22:28-30, 2 Tim.2:12. 


   c) If we are faithful now we will be given more then, Lk.19:11-26, 16:10, & Mt.20:21-27.


   d) Teachers must teach and practice all of God’s Word, Mat.5:19, Jam.3:1, Ezek.44:10-23.


   e) If we help the poor we will be repaid at the resurrection, Lk.14:11-14


   f) If we promote ourselves now, we will be demoted then, Lk.14:11, Mt.6:2, 6:5, 6:16, 19:30


4) There will be worldwide peace & prosperity, Mic.4:1-4, Is.65:21-23 

    
5) Satan will be bound and cannot deceive the nations (until the end), Rev.20:1-3


6) The animals will be peaceful, Is.11:6-9, Is.65:25


7) There will be long life for the natural inhabitants of the earth, Is.65:20-22

    
8) There will be many future ages with new grace & blessings, Eph.2:7, Rev.20:11-21:4, Is.9:7. 
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