The Tabernacle of David

1. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DAVID’S TABERNACLE 

   A. The Book of Acts quotes two O.T. prophecies that depicted what God was going to fulfill in the
        NT church. These two things are the outpouring of God’s Spirit (Acts 2:16-21 & Joel 2:28-32)
        and that the worship of God would be as the rebuilding of David’s Tabernacle, Acts 15:16-17 
        and Amos 9:11.

   B. Without seeing that the Bible (in David’s Tabernacle) tells us how to have proper worship, we
        are left to devise our own human imbalances. We may reject all music in our worship (as there
        is none taught to us in the Gospels, and very little in the entire NT), or we might swing to the 
        other extreme and embrace any music the world devises by thinking that the Bible is not 
        concerned about defining our music.

   C. Music and worship are very specifically taught to us in David’s Tabernacle. Many Old 
       Testament chapters related to David’s Tabernacle (in 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, and the
       Psalms) teach us how to “worship in Truth” according to the word of God, which is the truth,
       Jn.17:17, Jn.4:24.
2. THE BACKGROUND TO THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID

A. Before David’s time, God’s presence & glory dwelt in Moses’ Tabernacle, in the Holy of  

     Holies, at the Ark of the Covenant, Ex.25:22.

   B. Because of the sins of the priesthood, God allowed the Ark to be removed from Moses’ 
       Tabernacle and be captured by the Philistines, 1 Sam.4:3-4, 7-11, & 22.

   C. The Ark of God brought judgment & plague to the Philistines, so they decided to send it back 
        to Israel on a wood cart pulled by two cows, 1 Sam.6:1-8. God supernaturally blessed the return
        of the Ark, 1 Sam.6:9-16.

   D. The Ark of God was improperly handled by the Israelites, who also were judged, 1 Sam.6:19. 
        So instead of returning the Ark to Moses’ Tabernacle it was taken aside and forgotten for years
        under King Saul’s reign, 6:21-7:2.

THE PREPARATION FOR THE TABERNACLE
A. As a young boy, David heard these stories about the Ark being captured and returned by the Philistines but then forgotten by Israel, Ps.132:6.

B. David was a “man after God’s heart” who desired to have God’s presence in the center of his life and his nation, Ps.132:1-5, Acts 13:22. So when David was established as the King of Israel (2 Samuel chapter 5) the first thing he did was attempt to bring back the Ark to his new capital, Zion, 2 Samuel chapter 6.

C. When David attempted to bring back the Ark, in the middle of this revival God brought judgment, 1 Chron.13:6-14.

D. The judgment came at a threshingfloor- and the New Testament declares that our Lord Jesus will thoroughly purge His threshingfloor, to remove the mixture in His people, Mt.3:12 (even Peter was sifted as wheat, Lk.22:31). 

E. Uzzah, who helped direct the moving of the Ark, died in this judgment, 1 Chron. 13:10.  He had touched the ark, which was forbidden by the law of Moses, Num.4:5 &15. Israel had already experienced a great judgment for this very reason, 1 Sam.6:19. Uzza knew all about this, because after their death the remaining men of Beth-Shemesh sent the ark away, and it was placed in the house of the father of Uzza at Kirjath-Jearim, 1 Sam.6:20-7:1, 2 Sam.6:3.  

F. David named that place “Perez-Uzza,” which means “The Breach of Uzzah.” There was a breach or a breakdown in the revival that needed to be repaired before the Ark would continue to move, bring revival, and restore God’s glory to the nation.

(There are also reasons why revival is withheld from our life, church, or nation)

G. There were two reasons why the Lord allowed this breach, or breakdown, in the worship & national revival. The first reason was that the Ark was not being brought back in the scriptural way- it should have been carried on the shoulders of the consecrated Levites, 1 Chron.15:11-13, Ex.25:14-15, Deut.10:8. They had used the Philistine method that God had blessed for these ignorant pagans, but which God would not bless for His people who had the Scriptures, 1 Chron.15:13. (Just because God blesses what someone else does, does not mean that it is good, or that God will allow you to do it!) God requires consecration and holiness for those who will bring the Ark- God’s presence and glory- back to His people!
· Psalm 24:3 declares, “Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord (Zion, and David’s Tabernacle)?” To come up to Zion there were 4 requirements of righteousness.

· Psalm 15 says, “Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in your holy hill?” To live in, or abide in Zion there were 11 requirements of righteousness. There are higher requirements to abide in God’s presence than to visit God’s presence!

· Consecration & righteousness will bring us into heavenly worship, into the true worship on Mt. Zion, Rev.14:1-3!
H. The second preparation David needed to complete was that he prepared a tabernacle or tent in which to put the Ark, 1 Chron.15:1. It is our responsibility to prepare the way for the Lord before He comes, Is.40:3-5. God’s glory only fell on Moses’ Tabernacle, on Solomon’s temple, and on the early Church after they had all been fully prepared. 
I. Nowhere in the Scriptures do we read any description of David’s tabernacle, although many chapters describe in detail the Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of Solomon. The Holy Spirit can teach us not only through what the Scriptures tell us, but also through what they do not tell us! After the initial dedication of the tabernacle (1 Chron.16:1-37) the only activity in the tabernacle was continual worship to the Lord (before the Ark) through music and singing. Sanctified lives using music and singing to worship before the Lord is the one great message of David’s Tabernacle!
J. In 1 Chron.16:1-37 we can read about how the worship of God was established on Mt. Zion in David’s Tabernacle. There, many of the Psalms were given by the Spirit to David, Asaph, and to others as they worship, without and veils or rituals, before the Ark of God’s Presence. But this is not just to be past history- it is to be the continual experience of the Church, Amos 9:11 & Acts 15:14-18. If we will sanctify ourselves and restore the worship of David, we can have continual revival and a harvest of souls, Is.58:12.  
