HITTING THE MARK OF THE HIGH CALL OF GOD

“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus,” –Phil. 3:14 KJV
“I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” – Phil. 3:14 NASV

INTRODUCTION: Paul said that he was in a competition to obtain a prize or reward, which was the
     high call of God. We need to also understand that our eternal position and reward in God’s kingdom
     will be determined by whether we fully accomplish God’s plan for our present life on earth. This
     vision must first grip our life. We must then gain wisdom and learn how to accomplish God’s calling.

     Then through consecration we will dedicate our lives towards fulfill God’s plan and “hit the mark.” 

I. THERE ARE DIFFERENT POSITIONS & LEVELS IN GOD’S KINGDOM

A. THERE ARE POSITIONS & LEVELS IN NATURAL RELATIONSHIPS & ORGANIZATIONS 

     1. Relationships: acquaintance, friend, best friend, fiancé, spouse
     2. Organizations: salesman, supervisor, manager, president / Army: private, sergeant, captain, etc. 
B. THERE ARE MANY POSITIONS & LEVELS OF CALLING IN GOD’S KINGDOM, 1 Cor.15:46

     1. Different levels of relationship: 

a) A servant becomes a friend, Jn.15:14-15 / OR: a servant becomes a son, Prov.29:21
b) The Lord our Master becomes our Husband, Hos. 2:14-16 (like Ruth & Boaz)
     2. Different levels of spiritual maturity: children, teenagers, and adults, 1 Jn.2:12-14

         Many do not mature to become spiritual fathers & mothers, 1 Cor.4:15, Heb.5:12-14
     3. Different levels of maturity in each ministry:


a) Pastoral ministry: cell group leader, assistant pastor, senior pastor, a pastor of pastors


b) Prophetic ministry: sons of the prophets (2 Kings 2:3; 2:5; 6:1; 9:1-4), local prophet 

  (Acts 13:1, Lk.2:36-38), national prophet (1 Sam.3:19-20), international prophet (Jer.1:4).
     4. Different levels of fruitfulness, Jn.15:2-5 no fruit / fruit / much fruit


a) 30, 60, and 100- fold fruitfulness, Mt. 13:8, Gen.26:12


b) Different servants gained 10-fold, 5-fold, or nothing, Lk. 19:11-26 

II. WE NEED VISION

A. THE HIGHEST VISION OF “HITTING THE MARK” MUST GRIP OUR LIFE

     1. This was the pre-eminent goal of the Lord Jesus:

a) Christ’s first recorded words in Luke 2:49 reveal his goal.

b) Christ’s last words in John 19:30 show that He accomplished His goal: “It is finished!”
     2. This was the pre-eminent goal of the Apostle Paul:

a) In Phil. 3:13-14, the “one thing” Paul aimed for, was the mark or goal of obtaining God’s best.
b) At the end of his life Paul’s testimony was that he had accomplished God’s will, 2 Tim. 4:6-8.
B. VISION WILL GIVE US FOCUS AND MOTIVATION, Habakkuk 2:2

     1. Without a vision we are undisciplined & unrestrained, Prov.29:18. 

         A vision will focus our life- our time and resources- to accomplish a specific task
     2. A vision motivates us, Heb.12:2. Christ’s future vision gave Him the strength to endure the cross!

         - Paul knew that “the sufferings of this present life are not worthy to be compared with the glory

           which will be revealed in us,” Rom.8:18.
C. OUR VISION: WE WERE CREATED FOR ETERNAL PURPOSES

    1. We were created for eternity: “He has set eternity in the hearts of men.” - Eccles.3:11

        
a) Our present life is short, like a breath or a vapor that is blown away (James 4:14). 

        
b) The only lasting importance of our present life is that it prepares us for our eternal destiny!
    2. Our present life prepares us for our eternal future, Eccles.11:3b 

       
a) Heaven or Hell, Heb.9:27, Mk.8:36.

       
b) Our eternal rewards for what our life has accomplished, 1 Cor.3:10-15, 2 Tim.4:8, Rev.20:4-5.


   Examples of works with eternal rewards: 


    - Enduring persecution, Mt.5:11-12. Great is your reward in heaven! 


    - Feeding the poor & crippled, Lk.14:12-14 You will be repaid at the resurrection.


    - Teach and obey all the commandments: “He shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”


    - Lay up treasures in heaven, Mt.6:19-20


    - Many rewards including eternal life, Mt.19:29


    - Mk.9:41 Even giving a cup of cold water will be rewarded!  


c) Some Heavenly Rewards:  


    - Mansions, Jn.14:2

    - Crowns, Rev.2:10 (crown of life), 1 Thess.2:19 (crown of rejoicing), 2 Tim.4:8 (crown of

       righteousness), Rev.19:12 (many crowns) Rev.3:11 let no man take your crown

    - Thrones, Rev.3:21, 20:4, 4:4

    - Garments, Rev.19:8. The garments of Lucifer in heaven (Ez.28:13) and the Priests of Israel (Ex.28)

 
        revealed their rank & ministries. Uniforms often reveal rank, abilities, accomplishments, etc. 


    - Position & Rank- according to how close we are to the throne of God, Rev.4:2-5:14, Rev.14:1-4


d) Our position or placement in God’s coming kingdom, Dan.12:13, Heb.11:35.


    Different levels of authority in the Millennium: (Rev.20:4 & 6)

        
    - Jesus Christ will rule all nations as King of Kings, Rev.19:11-16.

                    
    - Some overcoming saints will rule nations, Rev.2:26-27. David will rule Israel, Jer.30:9, Ez.37:24-25
                    
    - Christians will rule over states or provinces, Mat.19:28.

                    
    - Some Christians will rule over cities, Lk.19:16-19.


e) Groups will also be judged and rewarded for their works:


    - Families will be judged & rewarded, 2 Sam.7:16, Is.59:21


    - Cities will be judged & rewarded, Mt.11:20-24


    - Generations will be judged, Mt.12:41-42. (Moses’ generation failed, but Joshua’s overcame.)


    - Nations will be judged, Mt.25:31-46.  Some nations will be blessed for eternity, Rev.21:24-26.
   3. In the many ages to come God will continue to unfold His greater plans & blessings, Ephesians 2:7.

III. WE NEED WISDOM
A. TO ACCOMPLISH A VISION OR GOAL WE NEED WISDOM

     Wisdom interprets and applies revelation, to bring God’s plans to fulfillment: 

     1. Moses’ Tabernacle: Moses received the plans by revelation (Ex.25:1, 8, 9, & 40) but Bezalel and
         the other workers had God’s wisdom to build it, Ex.35:35-36:1 & 28:3. 

     2. Deliverance from coming famine: Pharaoh had 2 dreams of revelation from God, but only through

         Joseph’s wisdom were these dreams understood and applied to bring deliverance

     3. The spirit of wisdom and of revelation work together, Eph.1:17

a) The anointing of revelation makes God’s word a light to our path: a future vision, Ps.119:105

b) The anointing of wisdom makes God’s word a lamp to our feet: our present walk, Ps.119:105
B. WISDOM HELPS US TO ORGANIZE EFFICIENTLY

     1. Solomon, by wisdom, was able to organize a great kingdom, 2 Chron.1:10-12, 1 Kings 10.

     2. Great leaders in the Bible were often famous for their wisdom:

Joseph:  Gen. 41:39, “There is no one as discerning & wise as you”

Daniel Dan.5:11, “Wisdom like the Wisdom of the Gods” 

Moses & Joshua Deut.34:9.
     3. Wisdom helps us establish correct priorities:

a) Our relationship with God (daily devotions, public meetings)

    Don’t be like the woman in Song of Sol.1:6. She had ministry, but did not keep her own heart.

b) Our relationship with our family (bonding time, family devotions)

c) Personal development (studies, reading, expanding our “borders”)

    We must continue to grow in God, to lead our followers onwards, 1 Cor.11:1

d) Physical health (wise eating, exercise, check-ups, safety, etc.)


    “…do not be a fool. Why should you die before your time?” – Eccl.7:16
IV. WE NEED CONSECRATION

A. TO ACCOMPLISH A GOAL WE MUST BE DEDICATED TO ITS FULFILLMENT

1. Christ’s example: He aimed His life to bring salvation by the cross, Lk.9:51, Mt.16:21, Jn.19:30.
     2. Paul’s example: “One thing I do… I press toward the mark (goal)…” – Philippians 3:13-14

a) Paul was focused: “One thing I do.” Consecration keeps us from being sidetracked.
    Many “good” things can hinder us from achieving God’s best, His perfect will.

b) Paul was dedicated: “I press toward the mark.” A successful runner needs perseverance. 

B. SIN SEEKS TO DEFLECT US FROM HITTING THE MARK OF GOD’S PLAN

     1. The word for sin in the N.T. Greek is hamartia, which means “missing the mark.”

a) When we sin we fall short of God’s glory, Rom.3:23. 

b) When we hit the mark we will reveal God’s glory, Col.1:27, Heb.2:10, Rom.8:30, 8:18.

c) We will enter different levels of glory depending on our preparation, 1 Cor.15:41-42, Dan.12:3
     2. Repentance and a renewed consecration can refocus us towards hitting the mark:

a) Samson was consecrated to God as a Nazarite, Jud.13:3-5. That included having uncut hair.

b) Immorality caused Samson to lose his consecration (Jud.16:15-21), his anointing, and strength
c) As a humiliated, suffering blind slave, Samson repented. His hair (consecration) grew again
    until he regained his strength, and gained his greatest victory, Jud.16:22 & 28-30.

d) Samson lost much because of sin but regained some & obtained an eternal reward, Heb.11:32.
C. WE MUST FORGET THE PAST TO PRESS ON TOWARDS THE MARK, Phil.3:13

     1. We must forget our past difficulties. Joseph could have become a bitter, revengeful person: 

a) His jealous brethren sold him as a slave- Joseph forgave them, Gen.50:20.

b) His Master’s wife tried to seduce him, then accused him: Joseph remained pure, Gen.39:7-12.

c) His Master threw him into prison, possibly just to maintain family peace

d) He helped the King’s Butler, who forgot Joseph for two years: Joseph developed patience

e) To overcome these difficulties and injustices, Joseph had to forget & forgive, as indicated by
    his first son’s name, Gen.41:51.

f) Only then was Joseph able to become fruitful and fulfill God’s high calling, as indicated by his
    second son’s name, Gen.41:52, Phil.3:13-14.
D. WE MUST PERSEVERE AND PRESS ON TOWARDS THE MARK. 

Our race is not a short sprint, it is a long distance marathon, Heb.6:12
     1. Paul was a successful apostle when he wrote Philippians 3:13, but he knew there was much more
 
He needed to press on and accomplish to complete God’s plans for his life.

     2. We must run our Christian race with perseverance until our finish line, the end of our life,Heb.12:2 
a) Paul knew when he had finished his race successfully, 2 Tim.4:7-8.   

b) Daniel was told he would soon die but enter into his inheritance at the resurrection, Dan.12:13
c) Christ’s last words in John 19:30 show that He accomplished His goal: “It is finished!”

-“It is finished” in the Greek is “tetelasti.” It was written across legal documents when a debt
   was fully paid, and was spoken by sons when they returned to their father after
   accomplishing a mission. 

