SPIRITUAL MIXTURE IN MINISTRY, I JOHN 4:1

INTRODUCTION:  Many unsaved people have evil spiritual powers:

a) Demonic powers of healing

b) Demonic powers of fortune-telling 

c) Demonic powers to talk with the dead

d) Demonic powers to give curses

These evil spiritual powers often try to infiltrate and join in with Christian ministry. Unless this mixture is discerned and removed, these evil spirits will deceive and attack the churches. 

1) UNSAVED, SPIRITIST PEOPLE SOMETIMES ACT AS IF THEY ARE GOD’S SERVANTS   2 Cor.11:3-4 & 13-15 False apostles, false ministers of the gospel.

2) SOME PEOPLE WITH SPIRITIST BACKGROUNDS BECOME CHRISTIANS BUT DO NOT BECOME FULLY CLEANSED FROM THEIR SPIRITUAL MIXTURE 

Acts 8:9-13,18-23 Simon believed the gospel & was baptized- but still had mixture & problems.

    Acts 8:18-19 Simon loved power (he had been praised for it, v.10), tried to buy it from Peter!

    Acts 8:23 Simon was in “the gall of bitterness & in the bondage of iniquity.”

3) SOME MINISTERS BACKSLIDE AWAY FROM THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, TO INSTEAD USE THE POWER OF EVIL SPIRITS
Num. 22-24 Balaam was a true prophet, Num.22:9 & 22, Num.24:15-16. But Balaam backslid because of greed! He could also curse people by evil spirits (Num.22:6 & 24:1) and give evil counsel, Rev.2:14.

Luke 4:5-7 Satan offered Jesus great power if he would worship (submit to) Satan!

King Saul- he backslid away from the Holy Spirit (became proud & rebellious) to prophesy by evil spirit, then went to a witch to talk to the dead. 

REASONS WHY LEADERS BACKSLIDE INTO EVIL ANOINTINGS:

1) COMPROMISE (to gain popularity, some want to please people more than they want to please God)

    a) Zedekiah & the palace prophets, 2 Chron.18:9-23. They wanted popularity and a big salary! 

    b) Ahab married a pagan unbeliever to form a political alliance, but it led him and the entire nation 
        into sin and idolatry, 1 Kgs.16:30-31.

2) PRIDE – Lucifer’s path to backsliding started with pride, but went onwards to deeper sin: 

    a) Pride: Ezek.28:14-15 & 17 Lucifer was perfect until he lifted himself up in pride

    b) Independence Ezek.28:16 & 18 Lucifer became independent, followed his own plans

    c) Rebellion! Is.14:12-14 Lucifer wanted positions not given to him by God- so he rebelled!

3) GREED: 

    a) Judas- was an apostle, he knew the power of the Holy Spirit, Mt.10:1. But greed grew in his life,
        Jn.12:4-6. Eventually Judas decided to sell Jesus, and Satan entered him, Jn.13:26-27.

    b) Balaam- he felt he was God’s servant, had victory over greed, Num.22:7-18. 

- But greed caused him to keep asking God for permission to go, Num.22:19, Jude 11.  

- God allowed him (God’s permissive will, not God’s perfect will, Rom.12:2), Num.22:20. 

- But God was angry with Balaam, and warned him, Num.22:22-33. Balaam still did not fully 
   repent of  his sinful desire to go to King Balak, Num.22:34-35. 

- Balaam went and obeyed God when he prophesied over Israel (Num.23-24), 

- BUT he  disobeyed God when he told king Balak how to get God to fight against Israel,
  Rev.2:14, Num.25:1-9.

- As God had warned Balaam, he died under the sword of God’s judgment, Num.31:8.

4) DISOBEDIENCE – Saul the farmer gained the anointing under Samuel’s ministry, 1 Sam.10:1-11

- But King Saul disobeyed God when he did not kill all the Amalekites, 1 Sam.15:3,7-11.

- Samuel the Prophet warned Saul that disobedience leads to witchcraft, 1 Sam.15:23.

- King Saul lost the anointing, 1 Sam.16:14

- King Saul prophesied by an evil spirit and tried to kill David, 1 Sam.18:10-11 

- King Saul later prophesied by the Holy Spirit, 1 Sam.19:19-24. This was not because Saul was

  pleasing to God, but because God was protecting David!

- King Saul went to a witch (1 Sam.28:7-8) and died soon after this.

5) IMMORALITY & THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH: 

    a) Jezebel was a beautiful pagan who used immorality & the lusts of the flesh to control men and
        introduce demonic religion, 2 Kgs.9:22 & Rev.2:20.   

    b) Solomon had a good beginning to his ministry & built a glorious temple to the Lord. But he loved

        many women, even foreign pagans, which led him to idolatry & demonic religion, 1 Kgs.11:1-8

    c) We must turn our eyes away from lust and pornography, like Job, Job.31:1

6) REJECTING A GODLY COVERING, (Isaiah 30:1, Num.19:14-15) 

       - Eve ignored Adam & was deceived by Satan, Gen.3:1-6. Adam had received God’s law (Gen.
         2:16-17) before Eve was created (Gen.2:18-22), he should have been her covering, 1 Cor.11:10.

7) DRUGS & ALCOHOL:  

    a) Drugs: in the Greek language of the New Testament, the word for sorcerer comes from the word

        “pharmakon,” which is used in English as ‘Pharmacy” or “druggist,” Rev.22:15. Someone who
         uses evil drugs becomes a sorcerer!
    b) Alcohol: drunkenness also brings evil spirits, Hos.4:11. It is the opposite to being filled with the
        Holy Spirit, Eph.5:18. 

8) UNFORGIVENESS AND BITTERNESS BRING EVIL SPIRITS, Mat.18:34 “the tormentors.”  

HOW TO DEVELOP OUR SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT

1. Practice develops discernment, Heb.5:14, 1 Thess.5:21, 1 Cor.2:15- “He that is spiritual judges all things.”

2. Evaluate spiritual ministry by its fruit, not its gifts, Mat.7:15-17 & 21-23. 

3. Test all things by the Scriptures. Is it Scriptural? (Study Luke 4:3-8). Is it balanced? (Study Luke 4:9-12).

4. Become sensitive to the witness of the Holy Spirit, Col.3:15. Let His peace- or warning- guide you!

5. Let the mature spiritual leaders guide with their collective discernment, 1 Cor.14:29, Prov.24:6, Ezek.44:23.

6. The Holy Spirit’s gift of discerning of spirits can reveal spiritual sources, 1 Cor.12:10-11.

7. Don’t major on the “dark side” and looking for demons- look for what God is doing! See 2 Kings 6:15-17.

EPH.6:12 LEARN TO FIGHT AGAINST THE EVIL SPIRITS:

   A. HUMILITY, Jam.4:7-10.  The 1st sin that brought rebellion against God was pride (the pride of Lucifer, Ezek.28:17, Is.14:13-14.  If we are proud, then Satan can control us, I Tim.3:6, Job 41:34.  Our defense is to be the opposite- humble, Mt.11:29, Mt.5:5.    

   B. HOLINESS, Job 22:30.  The enemy attacks us at our weak spots- the areas of sin.  If we are holy, he cannot gain an opening into our life, Jn.14:30, Is.35:8-9, Prov.26:2.  Many times the enemy is attacking us- with God's permission- because of sin in our lives.  Until we submit to God, we will not obtain God's favor and His grace to overcome the enemy attacks.  The book of Judges repeats this lesson many times.

   C. PUT ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD, Eph.6:11-17. We need all the armor for victory. The only offensive weapon mentioned is the SWORD OF THE SPIRIT- This is to attack with, the rhema word spoken by God. It is a two-edged sword (Rev.1:16) because truth is two-sided, to be balanced.  We must learn how to skillfully use the word of God (II Tim.2:15) as Jesus used it during His temptation.  Study "it is written" (Lk.4:4), "it is written" (Lk.4:8), "it is written" (Lk.4:10), "it is said" (the rhema sword, Lk.4:12). We mature and gain victory over the devil as young men in Christ when the word of God abides in us, 1 Jn.2:14. Before then we are as spiritual children who are blown about by unbalanced doctrines moved by evil spirits, Eph.4:14, Eph.2:2, & 1 Tim.4:1. 

