The Three ‘P’s of Leadership

There are three basic ways that a person can seek to lead or minister:

	               GOD
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MAN ------- POLITICAL ------(MAN


1. THE PRIEST 

represents man as he approaches God.

2. THE PROPHET 

is a messenger of God to man. 

3. THE POLITICIAN 

relates man to man

(These are the different ways that our leadership will function, but it is not what our title is)

1. THE PRIEST represents man as he approaches God.  He mediates on behalf of men; seeking to gain the forgiveness, approval, and blessing of God.  He seeks to turn the heart of God towards the people through sacrifice and intercession.  
      1) Every born-again Christian is given the ministry of a priest, 1 Pet.2:5, Rev.1:6. 
      2) However, many Christians do not develop and use this ministry. Unless we understand and value
 
our priestly calling, we will not develop our priestly ministry and make it fruitful.
A. The prophet seeks to deal with men, but the priest seeks to deal with God!  A priest must satisfy God’s heart, and fulfill God’s standards of holiness.
       1) It is more difficult to move God’s heart than to move men! Mal.1:14, Lev.10:1-2, Num.16:35. God
 
has higher standards, and it can be more difficult and even dangerous to try to move God’s heart.   

- Ex: In Lev.10:1-2, two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab & Abihu, die because of the mixture in their priestly ministry. They were both priests, but they approached God in the wrong manner, with strange fire.
- Ex: In Num.16:1-35 Korah, a Levite, gathered 250 leaders of Israel who tried to function in priestly ministries, but they all died as they tried to approach God, Num.16:35.  
       2) God’s heart must be turned from judgment to mercy before we can prophetically deal with men &
 
devils, James 5:6-7. 

- In the book of Judges, the Isrealites repeat a cycle of backsliding & restoration, Jud. 2:10-19.  

   a) Forgetting God & backsliding, Jud.3:7  

   b) Judgment & bondage, Jud.3:8
   c) Repentance and intercession, Jud.3:9 

   d) Revival and deliverance, Jud.3:9-10 

   e) Blessing & prosperity, Jud.3:11  
- Yet it is impossible to go from step B to step D unless step C had first been accomplished!
-  A common error in the Body of Christ is to try to prophetically use God’s power over sin &
Satan when the Lord is looking with judgment, not mercy, upon His people.  If God’s heart has
not yet been turned towards defending His people, He will not release His power in our behalf. 
The most foundational ministry of the intercessor is not to bind Satan, but to turn the heart of God! 
The priest (who deals with God) comes before the prophet (who deals with the devil)!
- Israel cried out to God until He pitied them & raised up the prophet Moses, Ex.2:23-25, 3:9-10
- Abraham could not rescue Sodom from God’s judgment because his intercession was insufficient
- Sodom would be spared for 50… 40… 30… 20… 10 righteous- Abraham stopped interceding 

there, but there were not 10 righteous (Abraham thought there would be), so judgment fell!  
B. The closer a priest approached to God, the more powerful his intercessory ministry became.  
      1) The priests in the Outer Court could sprinkle the blood to cleanse a person, yet the High Priest in
 
the Holy of Holies could sprinkle the blood to cleanse a nation! (Lev.16:2 & 16:32-34, on the Day
 
of Atonement). 
      2) As with the earthly tabernacle, so in the heavenly tabernacle, 1 Cor.15:46, Hebrews 9:11-12 &
 
9:22-24. Moses’ tabernacle was an earthly representation of heavenly things: the true tabernacle is
 
in heaven, and the blood of Christ is what brings cleansing. We need to learn to ascend higher &
 
higher into the heavenlies, bringing the blood of Christ for cleansing.  As we function in a spiritual
 
priestly ministry, we can sprinkle the blood of Christ above a house, above a church, into the
 
heavens over a city, a province or even a nation & shut the mouth of kings (the fallen angels that
 
rule over cities & nations, Eph.6:12). We can ascend by faith to come before the Throne of God
 
(Heb.4:16) as the High Priest came before the Mercy Seat in the Holy of Holies.  
C. The closer we get to God, the more our concern and intercession will be for the entire body of Christ. No sectarianism!  
       1) The priests in the Outer Court ministered to the individuals and cleansed themselves.  But the High
 
Priest went into the Holy of Holies, not for the sake of individuals, but for all the people of God.
 
He wore the Breastplate with the 12 stones representing of all the tribes. This signified that he
 
carried all of God’s people on his heart. 
       2) Esther came before the throne and risked her life to intercede for all of God’s people, Est.7:3. 
       3) Jesus taught us to pray, OUR Father…give US…Our daily bread… forgive US… always plural!

2) THE PROPHET is a messenger from God who is sent to speak to man.  Many of the Bible’s greatest prophets were also from the priestly line (Moses, Samuel, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, & John the Baptist). This is because priests make the best prophets- the person who draws nearest to God, can speak the best for God!

(These truths we will now study are important not only for those called to the office of the prophet. We also need to see how each Christian can function in prophetic ministry, 1 Cor.14:31. If we are born again Christians, we can all learn to speak for God and be ambassadors for Christ.)

The following are some helps for us as we seek prophetic purity and power:

A. Recognize your present level of maturity, Rom.12:3 & 6.  Someone in prophetic ministry needs to keep themselves from going beyond their present ability to minister by the Spirit, Jer.15:19, Ps.131:1, Ezek.13:6. There are FOUR LEVELS OF THE OFFICE OF THE PROPHET:

       1) The Sons of the Prophets, 2 Kings 6:1 & 2:5 these are immature prophets being trained

       2) Local Prophets, Acts 13:1 these are ministers with locally recognized prophetic ministries
       3) National Prophets, Hag.1:12 these are prophets with national recognition
       4) International Prophets, Jer. 1:5 these are prophets who prophesy (and usually travel) to the nations
B. Keep an intimate relationship with God as your highest priority. The successful prophet can become very busy & proud and not maintain his proper relationship with God. (Our prophetic authority is linked to our level of priestly ministry, laser the 3 P’s chart)  These were the first steps in the downfall of Lucifer (Ezek.28:16-17), as well as many prophets!  Prophets who lose their intimacy with God often try to continue their prophetic ministry by the use of wrong spiritual power. 

C. Beware of mixture in prophetic power.  There are 3 SOURCES OF SPIRITUAL ANOINTING:
       1. The Holy Spirit - 2 Sam.23:2 (a TRUE prophet flows in this anointing)

       2. The human spirit - Ez.13:1-3, Jer.23:25-32 (a FOOLISH prophet flows in this)

While man was made a little lower than the angels (Ps.8:5), he does have a measure of human spiritual power. This can be used to control or dominate other people (through anger, pride, fear, rebellion, etc.).

       3. Evil spirits - Acts 16:16-18, 2 Chron.18:3-8, 18-22 (a FALSE prophet flows with this)
D. Sometimes there is a mixture of sources in prophetic ministry:  

       1) Peter was ignorant of the 2 different anointings that flowed through him, Mt.16:17 & 22-23.
       2) Balaam could flow with both the Holy Spirit and with evil spirits. He was a prophet (2 Pet.2:16)
 
but he also used divination, Num.24:1. He compromised his ministry because of greed, Jude 11
       3) Zedekiah had known the true anointing, then flowed with a lying spirit, 2 Chron.18:23.

- If our prophetic ministry is submitted to (or paid by) government leaders or political parties, 

   we can also become deceived to declare victory when the Lord is speaking judgment! 
       4) King Saul could flow with both good and evil prophetic anointings: 

- In 1 Sam.10:10-12 Saul started with a good prophetic ministry (from Samuel’s mantle).

- In 1 Sam.18:10-11 Saul prophesied by an evil spirit, and tried to kill David!  

- In 1 Sam.19:23-24 the Holy Spirit prophesied through Saul to stop him from killing David.

- Saul continued to backslide, went to witchcraft (1 Sam.28:7-19), and then committed suicide, 

   1 Sam.31:4-5.  Samuel had warned him (I Sam.15:23) that rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft!  
       5) Many times false prophets begin as true prophets, but backslide like Balaam & Zedekiah.

E. We judge a prophet, not by his gifts & power, but by his fruit, Mt.7:15-16 & Mat.7:20-23.  What are their family, church, and finances like?  Are they upright in their actions and ethics?  Are they properly related to, and in submission to, the body of Christ? Have their past prophesies regularly been fulfilled? These prove the fruit of their ministry!

3) THE POLITICIAN is a mediator between men. He will seek to bring harmony between people as a peacemaker, organizer, and leader.  Through skilled political leadership he can gain the power and the praise of men, but this can be completely independent of gaining true spiritual authority and the praise of God.

A. It is the will of God for some Christians to have government offices, and according to their level of priestly ministry (righteousness and prayer) they can also be a prophetic voice for God to their people. 

      1) Daniel, Nehemiah, Joseph, and others in the Bible were government officials who rose up in God to

          also lead the people- or even lead nations- into the purposes of God!

      2) History records that after the governor of Cyprus became a Christian (Acts 13:7-12) he helped

 
transform that nation into becoming Christian. 
      3) Many modern national leaders have felt called of God to their leadership, to guide their people into

 
the paths of righteousness. 
B. There is the danger that ministers can substitute their priestly/prophetic ministries for the works of the politician. This can happen for two main reasons: 
       1) The politician can gain more worldly power, praise and earthly rewards than the priest or prophet,

 
who serves for eternal heavenly rewards. For this reason a priest or prophet may compromise their
 
spiritual calling and even sell out their ministry & reputation for earthly rewards, Col.3:2, 
Lk.4:5-7, Neh.6:10-14, Num.22:18 & Jude 11.
a) Christ was tempted by Satan, who offered to make him the ruler of the world if He would

compromise his priestly ministry and worship Satan, Lk.4:5-7.

b) This was a major reason why the persecuted Early Church backslid into becoming the powerful

Roman Catholic Church. After Constantine legalized Christianity in 313 AD, in the next 25 years

he promoted many pastors into high government offices. Multitudes of unconverted people began

to join the church (and then the ministry) for political, military, and social promotion. Bishop

Eusebius wrote in the 4th century about this change; “From this time we find the church ceasing to

depend wholly on the Lord in heaven, to instead rest in the support of earthly rulers. The Church

has also ceased to look for the second coming of Christ as her hope, to instead exalt in her present

triumph and worldly splendor.”
c) Those called to spiritual ministry should be priests and prophets to the politicians, but should not neglect their spiritual calling to instead become politicians. Pray & preach the word of God!  Politics can change every day, but the Word of God is eternal!
       2) If a prophet or priest is losing his relationship with God, instead of rebuilding that relationship, he
 
may replace his fading ministry by substituting the power and works of a politician, 1 Sam.15:24. 


a) Backsliding Judas sold his relationship with Christ for earthly praise and reward.
  
b) The chief priests & Pharisees rejected Christ because of jealousy, and functioned as cunning

 
politicians to protect themselves and get Christ crucified, Jn.11:47-50, Jn.19:12 & 19:15.  

c) Young Karl Marx was a born-again Christian, and Joseph Stalin went to seminary to prepare for

 
the ministry- they both backslid and replaced their love and service to God by becoming

 
politicians who helped found the communist movement!  
C. The priest and prophet should use their spiritual ministries (not politics) to obtain spiritual results, Zech.4:6, 2 Cor.10:4, Eph.6:12.  
      1) Christ was not against politics (Mt.22:21), but He did not become involved with politics, Jn.6:15,
 
Mt.27:12-14, Mt.12:19.  He said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
 
world, my servants would fight,” Jn.18:36.  If Christ’s kingdom were of this world, in modern
 
society He would have his servants hold rallies & protests, collect signatures, and conduct political
 
campaigns!
      2) Solomon loved & served the Lord as a young man, 1 Kings.3:3. He built the Temple of Solomon,
 
and by the anointing wrote 3 books of the Bible. But these priestly and prophetic ministries were
 
hindered by the political alliances he made by marrying foreign princesses, 1 Kings 11:1-7. He
 
started building the temples of idols and worshiped in them- political alliances helped corrupt him!

Don’t get sidetracked!  Be a priest & a prophet, and preach the gospel!  Intercede for mercy & revival!  Don’t get distracted or manipulated by political concerns!

These three ‘P’s of leadership can help us to better understand and function in our ministry calling.  It encourages us to pursue a closer relationship with the Lord. We are also warned about the dangers and changes that can develop if a minister loses his relationship with God and begins to substitute other things to replace that missing relationship!
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