The Book of Ezra

(These notes were developed by Cora Langi and Norman Holmes)

BACKGROUND: Due to the disobedience of King Solomon, the kingdom of Israel was divided after his death. Israel was split into two parts: the northern Kingdom of Israel (comprising ten of the twelve tribes) and the southern Kingdom of Judah (comprising two tribes).

The corrupt northern Kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians in 722 B.C. The southern Kingdom of Judah was faithful during much of its early existence, but eventually it also became corrupted, so God pronounced 70 years of captivity in Babylon upon them, Jer.25:8-11. There were three groups of deportations of the Jews of the Kingdom of Judah to Babylon:

1) In 606 BC under King Jehokiam. Daniel & others were taken into Babylonian captivity, Dan.1:1-5.
2) In 597 BC under King Jehoiachin. Ezekiel was deported with the captives, Ezek,1:1.
3) In 586 BC under King Zedekiah. Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed, 2 Chron.36:19.
It is worth noting that there were three groups of captivity to Babylon and afterwards there were three groups of Jews who returned to Jerusalem. The three main leaders God used in this task were Zerubbabel the governor (a descendant of David and in the lineage of Christ), Ezra the priest, and Nehemiah the king’s cupbearer. These returns were to fulfill 3 things:
1)  The Restoration of the Temple
return led by Zerubbabel
in 536 B.C.
2)  The Restoration of worship
return led by Ezra

in 457 B.C.  


3)  The Restoration of Jerusalem
return led by Nehemiah
in 444 B.C.  


AUTHOR: Although not specifically stated, it is believed that Ezra is the author. He was an educated scribe and priest, and the book is obviously an eye-witness account of events. It is thought to have been written shortly after his arrival in Jerusalem, about 457 BC.
The Book of Ezra falls into two sections: Chapters 1-6 deal with the initial return of a remnant from Babylon under the leadership of Zerubbabel in 536 B.C., with the aim of restoring the Temple. The project began in 535 B.C., but opposition quickly arose, leading to the abandonment of the project for 16 years. Through the ministries of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah (5:1-2), the construction was renewed, coming to completion in 516 B.C.

Between chapters 6 and 7 there is a gap of 60 years during which the events of the Book of Esther took place. At the beginning of chapter 7, in 456 B.C. (80 years after the first return), Ezra the priest led another smaller group to return to the land and bring renewal to the people, who were already getting mixed with the surrounding people.

THEME: The theme of the book of Ezra is restoration. The were restored back to the land, to the rebuilding of the temple, and to the restoration of godly living. The book is also prophetic of the revival that will happen in the Last Day Church and how we can prepare for it.

OUTLINE:
I.  The first return of exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel  (1:1—2:70)


A.  The decree of Cyrus (1:1-4)


B.  The people prepare to return (1:5-11)


C.  The listing and numbering of those who returned (2)

II.  Temple rebuilding begun (3:1—4:24)


A.  The altar built and sacrifices offered (3:1-6)


B.  The foundation laid (3:8-13)



C.  Opposition and the building ceased (4:1-24)


III.  The building completed (5:1—6:22)


A.  Work resumed (5:1-5)


B.  Tattenai’s letter to Darius (5:6-17)


C.  Decrees of Cyrus and Darius (6:1-12)



D.  The Temple finished (6:13-22)


(a 60-year gap:  the story of Esther was during this time) 

IV.  The second group of Jews return with Ezra (7:1—8:36)


A.  Ezra introduced (7:1-10)


B.  Letter of Artaxerxes to Ezra (7:11-28)


C.  The journey to Jerusalem (8)

V.  The people restored to God (9:1—10:44)


A.  The heartbreaking report and Ezra’s prayer (9:1-15)


B.  The forsaking of mixed marriages (10:1-17)


C.  List of those with foreign wives (10:18-44)

Ezra Chapter 1: THE DECREE OF CYRUS

(Stirred Up by God for Restoration and Revival)
A.  The Lord Stirred Up the Spirit of King Cyrus, vs.1-4
Cyrus is one of the two kings (with Josiah) who are mentioned prophetically in Holy Scriptures before their birth. God spoke of Cyrus about 100 years before he was born (Isaiah 44:28). 
In the first year of his reign (536 B.C.), Cyrus gave the commandment to release the Jewish captives, and ordered that the Temple in Jerusalem be rebuilt. This fulfilled both Isaiah 44:28 and Isaiah 45:13. In his proclamation, Cyrus 1) released the Jews from captivity, 2) ordered the Temple to be rebuilt, and  3) encouraged material assistance. Cyrus was “the Anointed” in Isaiah 45:1. Therefore Cyrus was prophetic of Christ (Isa.44:28-45:1) who has now commanded the building of His triumphant Church, Mat.16:18, Eph.5:27. Cyrus had been named by God and set apart for this high destiny.  
B.  All Whose Spirits God Had Stirred Up, Vs.4-5
In response to the proclamation of King Cyrus, God stirred up the hearts of many of the Jewish leaders, and gave them a great desire to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple.  
These words- calling the Jews return to the Promised Land- have also been very important to modern Jews for over a century. The very last words in the Jewish Bible are the call of King Cyrus to “let him go up,” with the last word “go up” being “aliyah” in Hebrew, 2 Chron.36:23. If a Jew returns to Israel and becomes an Israeli citizen, they are said to “Make Aliyah”.
The journey back to Jerusalem was difficult, dangerous, and expensive, lasting over four months by walking, Ezra 7:9. Jerusalem and the surrounding countryside were in ruins, while the neighboring peoples were hostile. There were many Jews in Babylon who were comfortable there and they refused to go back. 
But there were other Jews in Babylon who were not comfortable there, they remembered Zion with longing, Psalm 137:6-7. So when they heard the news that King Cyrus had issued a call to the Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Lord’s temple, they were ecstatic, Ps.126:2-3.
Are you spiritually willing to travel from Babylon to Jerusalem?  Are you willing to leave your comfort zone of material possessions & financial security in order to see Zion and the house of the Lord rebuilt?  Are you ready to dedicate your priorities towards building up the Church of Christ? Or are we comfortable to remain where we presently are, like most of the Babylonian Jews, and like the Laodicean Christians, Rev.3:17.
C.  Cyrus also returned the Vessels of the House of God, vs.7-11 God also moved Cyrus to return the vessels that were first used in the Temple of Solomon but were brought to Babylon. Some of them had been used by the last king of Babylon in his drunken party, Dan. 5:2 &23-28. 
Ezra Chapter 2:  THE FIRST EXILES RETURN 

(Preparing a People for Restoration & Revival)
Ezra chapter 2 recorded a list of the approximately 50,000 Jews who first returned with Zerubbabel as their leader. However, that was probably a small percentage of the Jews that lived scattered throughout the Persian Empire. We can read more about these Jews in the Book of Esther.
A.  Zerubbabel, the Leader of the First Return
V.2 Zerubbabel’s name literally means “born in Babylon.”  He was the grandson of King Jehoiachin of Judah (1 Chron.3:17). Zerubbabel was a descendant of David, and in the direct ancestry of Jesus (Lk. 3:27; Mat.1:12). He apparently attained a considerable status with his captors while living in Babylon.  During the early reign of Darius, he was recognized as a “prince of Judah” (Ezra 1:8).  He had been given an Aramaic name (Sheshbazzar) and was appointed by Cyrus as governor of Judea (Hag.1:1).

He rebuilt the Temple, which he finished in spite of intense opposition that lasted 16 years.  Zerubbabel not only completed the physical rebuilding, but also helped with the spiritual work of restoration. He was given the plummet or measuring line which was, in effect, the Seven Spirits of the Lord in Zechariah 4. 
In Haggai 2:23 we read a promise that he would be as a ring on the hand of the Almighty in the millennial reign (Hag. 2:23). To “give” a ring was a mark of favor, affection, or a sign of granted position (Gen. 41:42; Luke 15:22). Because Zerubbabel was faithful and he completed his God-given task, God promised him that he will have a good position in the Millennium.  

B.  List of the First Return

Chapter two is a monument to God’s care, preservation, and faithfulness to fulfill His promise. Verses 2-61 give us the list of the returnees. One reason is that their being written in the Scriptures aided the Jews in determining their genealogy (1 Chr. 9:1). 

The Lord takes note of wherever we go and whatever we do.  We should seek to be on the rolls of heaven and to have our own personal book filled with good things (Rev. 20:12-15). This chapter is like a sample page of the Books of Heaven (Rev. 20:12). There is also the list of those born with the vision of Zion (Psa. 87:5-6). We need to know what our spiritual genealogy is!
Much of this chapter centers on the return of the priests (vs 36-39 & 61-63), the Levites (v.40), the singers (v.41), the doorkeepers of the temple (v42) and the temple servants (vs.43-58).  It shows how Israel was reorganized for the purpose of worship. This is essential for the rebuilding of the altar and the temple in the next chapters.

Ezra Chapter 3: THE TEMPLE FOUNDATION LAID 

(God’s Order of Restoration)
A.  The Altar Built and Sacrifices Offered 
Ezra 3:1 recorded that after their return, the Jews gathered together in Jerusalem on the 7th month. This was the time of the longest and last group of feasts that the Jews were commended to keep every year, Ex.34:23. These feasts are usually collectively called the Feast of Tabernacles.  It is composed of 3 feasts: 1) the Feast of Trumpets, 2) the Day of Atonement, and then 3) the Feast of Tabernacles (also called the Feast of Ingathering). The Feast of Trumpets spiritually speaks of a fresh call of God to His people to move on; the Day of Atonement is a time of deep cleansing for God’s people; and lastly the Feast of Tabernacles is the manifestation of God’s glory and power to bring in the Last Day harvest.

Prophetically, this last group of feasts (the Feast of Tabernacles) governed the Restoration Period of Israel, just as it will have a spiritual fulfillment in the Last Day Church before the Second Coming of Christ, 1 Cor.15:46, Jam.5:7. God is preparing the Church for the last harvest, to complete the Great Commission and be ready to take their place in the coming Millennium, Mt.24:14 & Rev.22:12.  

The first of the feasts celebrated on the first day of the seventh month was the Feast of Trumpets.  The significance of the blowing of trumpets is found in the book of Numbers chapter 10. Here we see that the trumpets are blown for the following reasons: 1) to call the assembly to come to the presence of the Lord; 2) the journeying of the camp when God wanted them to move on; 3) to assemble the princes and elders; and 4) to sound the alarm for war. All these 4 reasons for the trumpets were fulfilled by the Jews who returned to the Promised Land, and will find spiritual fulfillment in the lives of those who are pressing on to full maturity and ministry.
In Ezra 3:2-5 the leaders rebuilt the altar and restored the offerings of sacrifice. The altar speaks of worship, which is a key to restoration and a new beginning with God. The Jews had returned to Judah to rebuild the temple, but first the altar had to be rebuilt and the sacrifices needed to be re-established. When we build a place of worship & communion with God, then we can offer sacrifices (Rom.12:1-2) and can start to build the Church, which is the New Testament temple of God, 1 Cor.3:16. Any time and place where we start a new work for God (in our life, or family, or a home cell church, or a new church planting) we need to start by restoring worship and establishing new sacrifice & consecration. 
B.  The Foundation Laid 
In Ezra 3:6-13 we read that after the altar was built, they began to secure the building materials and organized the building of the temple’s foundation. There is an importance in the order of restoration.  Before anything else was started, the altar, signifying worship & consecration, was put in its place. Then the second step is the laying of the foundation.  

When we are laying a foundation to a spiritual work we must lay good doctrinal foundations in the hearts and lives of the believers, Hebrews 6:1-2. The foundations of a godly life, family, or church are built by our being firmly rooted and grounded in the Word of God. Also, we need mature ministers who can build the proper foundations, Eph.2:20 & 1 Cor.3:10 . 

How can we help build for God?

1.  Building for God requires giving our resources (verse 7)

2.  Building for God requires working in unity under godly leadership (verses 1, 9)

3.  Building for God requires a renewed emphasis on corporate worship (verses 11-12)

4.  Building for God requires cooperation & understanding between the old & young (vs 12-13)

How do we prepare for revival?  We must take steps to build the temple of God and enter into full revival.  When the Israelites returned to their land, the first thing they did was rebuild the altar.  This is also what we must do when we are called upon to build or establish a work.  We must first institute worship and build in the spiritual before we build in the natural.  Why worship?  Because when we worship, the Lord is building us up to be a spiritual temple inhabited by the Lord of Glory!  The next thing the Israelites did was to lay the foundation of the temple.  When we are laying a foundation to a spiritual work, first, we must lay good doctrinal foundations in the hearts and lives of the believers.  Second, we must build upon the foundation of apostles and prophets and other mature believers in order to build a glorious temple.

Ezra Chapter 4: THE CONSTRUCTION CEASED
(Understanding the Schemes of the Enemy When We Rebuild)
As soon as the foundation has been laid, opposition arose. Whenever God’s people move forward, there will always be opposition. If everything is quiet and comfortable in our lives, there is the danger that we are accomplishing nothing for God. But whenever we are a threat to Satan’s dominion, he will counterattack! 

Satan will use people to oppose the work and seek to prevent it from continuing, Eph.6:12. This is what happened with the Jews in their work of building the temple.  

Therefore, we need to learn the tactics of God’s enemies so that we can overcome, 2 Cor.2:11.
Enemy tactic #1:  Compromise under the Guise of Cooperation (verse 2).  When the Israelites began to lay the foundations for the temple, their adversaries came, claiming to worship the same God and wanting to help build the temple.  However, they did not qualify because they were not true Israelites. They were the Samaritans who were a mix of many foreign people who had learned some of the religion of the Jews, 2 Kings 17:24-29 & 41. Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the other leaders said, “You have nothing to do with us to build a house to our God.”  Many times, those who oppose you will seek to build with you, but if they join in they will misdirect and pollute the work of God. We should only build with those who qualify, who have the same vision and standards of righteousness.
Enemy tactic #2:  Discouragement & Fear (verse 4). When you are discouraged, fear can easily creep in. Discouragement quickly turns into many fears about the future. We need the helmet of hope, 1 Thess 5:8, 2 Tim.1:7.
Enemy tactic #3:  Misinformation & False Accusations (verse 5-7). “They hired counselors against them to frustrate their purpose all the days of Cyrus king of Persia.”  Whether these hired counselors operated at the royal court, or whether they circulated among the Jews, they spread half-truths and misinformation to undermine the leadership of Zerubbabel and Jeshua. The name “Satan” means “Accuser,” and this is how the devil often attacks the saints.   
Jesus and His Accusers:  After the trial of Jesus before the Sanhedrin, He was carried before the Roman governor, Pilate, to demand His death (Matthew 27:11-14).  As He was brought before Pilate, the Jewish elders began to accuse Him, but even Pilate knew that their accusations were false. 

Absalom misrepresented his father, King David, and spread discontent until he had stolen the hearts of the people and they were ready to rebel, 2 Sam.15:2-6 
How should we react when falsely accused? 1) Continue to do what is right & keep going forward with the vision that God gave us to accomplish; 2) Do not react & fight back, Rom.12:19-21;  3) Rejoice, for great is your reward in heaven, Mt.5:12.

In verses 6-23, Ezra summarizes the entire story of the opposition to building the city, the walls, and other important buildings in Jerusalem. Chronologically, Ezr. 4:6 fits between chapters 6 and 7; Ezr. 4:7-23 refers to the events between Ezra 7 and Nehemiah 1. Ezra grouped them together here to highlight the persistent opposition to God's people over the years, and God's ability to overcome it.
The people wrote a letter to King Artaxerxes (in 457 B.C.) informing him that the Jews were rebuilding Jerusalem & repairing its walls, and that if they were allowed to succeed, they would end up rebelling against the rule of Persia. They pointed out that history showed the Jews had rebelled repeatedly, so they claimed they would surely rebel again if they rebuilt the city. But their hidden concern was if the Jews became strong again, then they could not continue to oppress them and take advantage of them. The king received the letter and confirmed that the charge was legitimate.

Enemy tactic #4: Court Cases & Government Rulings (vs 8-22) King Artaxerxes issued a decree to stop the work. With the king’s decree, Israel’s enemies went quickly and stopped the Jews (4:23). The enemy today still works through government channels and judicial cases to enact laws that oppose Christianity and the work of God. (Examples include divorce, abortion, same sex marriage, and the persecution of Christians.)
Verse 24: “Thus the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem ceased, and it was discontinued until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.” Verse 24 follows verse 5 chronologically. The enemies of Judah succeeded in having work on the temple stopped until the second year of Darius's reign. As a result of the opposition from their enemies and the king’s ruling, the people gave up and the rebuilding of the temple stopped for 16 years.
As we faithfully serve God and accomplish His purposes, there will be oppositions, John 10:10. But the original decree of the One who is greater that Cyrus will yet be accomplished: “I will build My church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it,” Mt.16:18. 
Ezra Chapter 5: THE YEAR OF THE PROPHETS 

(Overcoming Opposition)
The enemy may hinder the work of God for a time, but he can never prevent it from ultimately coming to pass. God’s work will be accomplished. To ensure the rebuilding of the Temple, God sent His prophets to stir up the people of God so that His plans might go forward, 2 Chron.20:20.

It was 16 years that the work of God stopped until the Lord moved afresh. The Lord then stirred them up through the prophesying of Haggai and Zechariah, Ez.5:1.

Haggai. Because of the oppositions in chapter 4 the Jews became discouraged and said, “It’s not yet time to build the house of God,” Hag.1:2.  So they shifted their focus: instead of continuing to build the temple they minded their own business, built luxurious houses for themselves, and lived comfortably while the temple was still in ruins, Hag.1:3-9. 

There was no opposition to this from their enemies as the work of God was being neglected.  But in neglecting the work on His house, they neglected God. The priorities of the people became wrong, Mt.6:33. They valued material possessions above spiritual things. Therefor the Lord sent them drought and famine, and even though they were working, they still lacked, as if they put their money in pockets with holes, Hag.1:9-11. 

Zechariah.   On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month of the second year of Darius, God spoke through Zechariah with good and comforting words, saying, “My House shall be built in Jerusalem” (Zech.1:16). The prophecies of Zechariah chapter 4 concern Zerubbabel. He needed to have an understanding of how the work of God was to be accomplished.  He was told that it was “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit says the Lord of Hosts” (Zech. 4:6). It was by the anointing that he was going to bring down the mountain of opposition he was facing. In Zech 4:9-10, the builder received strength to believe that the Lord who gave him the work to do, will indeed enable him to finish the work.
Zechariah encouraged them to action by reminding of the future importance of the temple.  The temple must be built, for one day the Messiah’s glory will inhabit it.  But future blessing is dependent upon present obedience.  Zechariah also prophesied of future events with many references to Christ’s second coming and end time events (Zech.3:8; Is.4:2; 11:1, Jer.23:5-6, 33:15).

Zechariah’s prophecy in Zech.4:6-7 gave Zerubbabel a great promise: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel:  ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts.  ‘Who are you, O great mountain?  Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain!  And he shall bring forth the capstone with shouts of “Grace, grace to it!”’’   

The Lord raised up two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, who spoke to the people in the name of the God of Israel. Then under the renewed leadership of Zerubbabel and Jeshua, the people began to rebuild and in spite of further opposition, the work was finished in a little over four years. The people have learned to overcome their discouragement.  

How do we overcome discouragement? 1) We need to repent of discouragement; 2) We need to correct our priorities; 3) We need to get back to work for the Lord; 4) We need to persevere in the face of opposition.

When the prophecies started to stir up the leaders and the people, they rose up to build the house of God, Ez.5:1-2, Hag.1:12-14. The hands of the leaders were strengthened by the prophetic word of encouragement. It is important for pastors and church leaders to be surrounded by prophets or prophetesses of good character and reputation who will be able to bring a word in due season, and encouragement in times of the building of church properties.  Church leaders also need encouragement from church members through prayer and prophetic word while they lead the church because of the great challenges facing them.

The moment the Jews began to build again, instantly the enemy became active, Ez.5:3. Opposition arose quickly. The Persian governor and his associates came to Jerusalem and asked what authority the Jews had to start building and what the names of the men were. They were given the names of the Jewish leaders.  
Their intimidation did not work, so the officials made an appeal to King Darius. In their letter to Darius in Ez.5:6-17, Tattenai and Shethar-Boznai told of their conversation with the Jews and the latter's reply. The elders of the people first of all testified of their divine authority. As to human authority, they also had the decree of Cyrus which gave them permission to rebuild the temple. Cyrus himself had contributed generously to the project. So the governor requested that a search be made to determine if King Cyrus had made such a decree and asked Darius to notify him what action should be taken concerning this matter.
Ezra Chapter 6: COMPLETION & DEDICATION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE
A. The Rebuilding Continued
Tattenai had requested that Babylon’s records be searched whether a decree was issued by King Cyrus to build the house of God in Jerusalem. When it was found, it confirmed and supported what the Jews had said as to why they were building, Ez.6:1-5.
Tattenai was a governor with an important position and he thought he could stop the building of the temple in Jerusalem. But when the decree of Cyrus was located, King Darius realized that it was an important law from the ancient great king, and he strongly supported it. 
All these decrees & conflicts have a spiritual counterpart for us today as we seek to build for God: 
1) Cyrus, who decreed the building of the temple, was like Christ, who decreed the building of His Church, Mt.16:18. 
2) But when Satan the Accuser has the record of the sins and rebellions of God’s people brought before God’s justice, we are not worthy to build for God, and the work of God is stopped.
3) Then it takes anointed prophets and intercessors to again bring the focus back to Christ and His plan, which can then go forward to success.  

On a personal level, we have a similar struggle in our Christian lives when the flesh strives against the Spirit, Gal.5:16-18.
As the people listened to the prophets and started rebuilding the temple, when challenges came they kept right on working. Through the conflict the work of God went forward, with those who had opposed God’s work even ending up providing funding! God still continues to provide just what is needed to build His Church!

So Tattenai’s inquiry backfired. Instead of stopping the temple work, he had to let it proceed and even had to help pay for it out of the taxes from his own province, Ez.6:6-12. What the devil does to stop the work of God backfires on him. He means to harm and destroy but God turns it into good and a blessing for His Church and God’s people, Is.54:17 & Mt.16:18.
B. The Temple Completed and Dedicated

    The building was completed according to God’s command, and also according to the “decrees of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes,” Ez.6:14.  Why does Ezra include Artaxerxes, who reigned about 50 years after the completion of the temple? Artaxerxes helped provide for the sacrifices at the temple (Ez.7:12-17) as well as empowered Nehemiah to rebuild the walls & city of Jerusalem, which protected the temple.
This fulfilled the promise given to Zerubbabel in Zech. 4:9. The temple was completed in 516 B.C., in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius, 20 years after the foundation was laid, and 70 years after the temple had been destroyed in 586 B.C., Ez.6:15.

This second temple was not as magnificent as Solomon’s Temple.  It took seven years to build Solomon’s Temple (and King David had also gathered finances and building materials for decades in advance) while the restored temple only took four years to be completed.  After the temple was finished, it was then dedicated. The comparatively small number of animals sacrificed (100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 male lambs, and 12 male goats, Ez.6:17) contrasted sharply with the amount sacrificed by Solomon at the dedication of the first temple (22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep & goats, 1 Kings 8:63). Nonetheless it was dedicated with joy. We are not to despise the day of small beginnings, Zech.4:8-10.
They then kept the Feast of Passover, Ez.6:19. The Feast of Passover speaks of salvation, 1 Cor.5:7. As we seek to move on to full restoration of the church, we must always stand upon the basic foundations, Heb.6:1-2. Some churches that move on to deeper messages neglect the simple foundations, such as preaching salvation (evangelism and missions). Let us feed the family of God the milk as well as the meat of the Word, Heb. 5:12-14.

After these events written about in chapters 1-6 the book of Ezra has a gap of nearly 60 years during which time the book of Esther took place.
Ezra Chapter 7:  EZRA THE PRIEST STEPS UP
Starting in chapter 7, the book records the second return of Jews from Babylon under Ezra, the priest.  This took place many years later, and by this time Zerubbabel, Jeshua and others leaders were either very old or dead.   
A.  Ezra Introduced, 7:1-10 

Ezra’s name means “The Lord has helped, the helper, help.” He was a descendant of Aaron, and of Hilkiah the priest who had guided King Josiah’s reformation (2 Kings 22:8).  Now about 160 years later, Ezra is following the footsteps of his godly ancestor, Hilkiah, and is about to be used by God to lead a national revival.  

Ezra is recognized as having written a number of the books of the Old Testament including 1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah. Some scholars also add Esther and some Psalms, for example Psalm 119. He was referred to as the Second Moses because of his devotion to the Word of God. He was one of the top 4 writers of the Bible (with Moses, Paul, and David).  

Ezra’s mission was to restore the people to God, and organize their religious life. He set the temple worship in order, is credited with organizing the Old Testament in its complete form, and promoted holiness among the people. Much of what he organized continued until the fall of Jerusalem and the final destruction of the Temple in 70 AD. 

Chapter 7 verse 10 shows us how Ezra had prepared himself to gain such an important and powerful ministry- keys that can empower us, also!
1. Ezra first focused on gaining a prepared heart. If we wholeheartedly want to follow and obey God, He will show us His will and cause us to understand true doctrine, Jn.7:17.

2. A servant of God must study, 2 Tim.2:15. After a prepared heart (or spirit) we must gain a prepared soul (or mind), Rom.12:2, Josh.1:8.

3. Next we must be a doer of the Word, Ez.7:10. It is not enough to understand God's truth, we must next put it into practice, Jam.1:22, 2 Tim.2:21-24. This is what Solomon failed to do. Solomon was a great teacher and preacher (Eccles.1:1) who disobeyed the Word of God (Deut.17:14-20 & Eccles.2:10) so he became a backslidden, confused, and miserable man, Eccles.1:2.

4. If we have the proper preparations, as Ezra did in Ez.7:10, then we will be prepared like Ezra to become an influential preacher or teacher. Ezra was know to be such a man of integrity and wisdom, that the king of the Persian Empire gave him authority to lead a second group of Jews back to the land of Judah to help restore the temple worship. 
B.  The Letter of King Artaxerxes to Ezra, 7:11-26
Ezra was obviously held in high regard by King Artaxerxes, and it has been suggested that this king’s father was Ahasuerus, the husband of Esther. Artaxerxes wrote a letter to Ezra allowing him and others to return to Israel with authority to restore the temple worship and establish a judicial system based on God’s laws. His area of authority was “beyond the river” (verse 25) which meant in all the provinces of the Persian Empire west of the Euphrates River.
Ezra Chapter 8: THE SECOND GROUP OF JEWS RETURN WITH EZRA
Chapter 8 tells us of the preparations and the journey back to Jerusalem. It is estimated that the total company was 4,000-5,000 in all, a much smaller group than the nearly 50,000 led by Zerubbabel on the first return. Before the Jews began their 1,000-mile journey, Ezra proclaimed a fast in order to ask God for a safe journey. Ezra did not ask for military escort of soldiers and horsemen from Artaxerxes because he had previously testified to the king of God’s goodness and power. After a four-month journey, the entire group reached Jerusalem safe. When they had taken care of their spiritual obligations, they delivered the king's written orders to his officials in the surrounding provinces, who gave support to the people and the house of God as the king commanded.
The Life that God Uses in Restoration and Revival:
1.  A Man of Prayer- Ezra had a great responsibility. Under his care during the return were thousands of people as well as great riches. The Lord answered their prayers (Ez.8:21) as the 4 month journey went through roads that were often very difficult and open to attack by robbers, Ezra 8:31. The group would have been a very big target with all the treasures of gold, silver, and bronze they were carrying.
2.  A Man of Faith- Ezra’s faith did not rest on human help by asking the king for military escort, but his faith was on God who is able to deliver them from the hand of the enemy, Ez.8:22-23. We will all have times when we will be tested as to whether we will put our trust in God or in man.
3.  A Good Administrator 

Ezra’s journey back to Jerusalem was temporarily stopped while he waited to recruit Levites,

Ez.8:15-17. He knew he did not have the needed team to complete the work that He was to lead.
Focus on building a strong team or a strong church so that you can collectively accomplish much

more than what you alone could do. 
Ezra separated twelve of the leaders of the priests, to whom he divided the treasures to be used in
the temple when they arrived in Jerusalem. Twelve is the biblical number of government, and
Ezra was illustrating his ability as a good administrator.  We must have well-organized ministry so
that the work of God continues smoothly and can be multiplied effectively.
4.  A Man of Integrity 

After choosing the 12 leaders of priests, he divided the gold, silver, and bronze objects among
Them, Ez,8:24-30. These items included many tons of gold & silver, worth a fortune today. Ezra
had these leaders weigh and list all the valuables they were to carry to Jerusalem, he helped
encourage and guard the integrity of the priests and of the ministry in general.

May we also be men and women of prayer and faith; men and women of integrity and good administration, to bring not only lasting impact in our generation but gain an impact for eternity!
Ezra Chapter 9:  INTERCESSION AND REVIVAL
In chapter 9 we come to one of the great prayers of the Bible. In the restoration books of Ezra and Nehemiah as well as in the book of Daniel, each of the book’s ninth chapters record great intercessory prayers. 

When Ezra arrived in Jerusalem from Babylon, about 60 years had passed since the joyful dedication of the temple. During that time there was a great decline in the moral conduct & worship of the people.

Ezra learned that many of the Jews had taken foreign wives, which would corrupt their families and pollute the entire nation, Ez.9:1-2. Even worse, the leaders had been foremost in leading this direction towards apostacy. Ezra was born & raised in Babylon, but he identified with the sins of the Jews of Judah.  This is true intercession. He never points a finger in judgment. You will never find criticism in the life of an intercessor.
Ezra mourned over the sin of the people and prayed his great intercessory prayer, Ez.9:6-15. The true intercessor identifies with the people, city, or nation for whom he prays. He seeks to turn the heart of God to be merciful towards the ones he is praying for: “in wrath, remember mercy,” Hab.3:2.
Ezra did not confront the people or get angry with them. He went to God. In times of distress and disappointment with people & situations, surely we should: 1) Spend more time dealing with God and less time appealing to man;  2) We should have a spirit of humility, contrition, and confession before God more than speaking of the matters before men; and  3) More spreading out of our hands to the Lord and less seeking to work it out in our own strength and wisdom.

Ezra’s prayer is a model of confession. It has four elements: 1) Confession acknowledges the complete righteousness of God in all His dealings with us; 2) Confession submits to God’s righteous dealings without complaint or excuse; 3) Confession agrees with God concerning His view of our sin; and 4) Confession offers the sinner to God’s undeserved mercy, based on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
Other leaders who interceded on behalf of sinful man were Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Daniel, and Nehemiah, who all stood in the gap, Ezek. 22:30.  As a result of prayers and intercessions, revival has also broken out in many places in recent centuries. Some examples are: John Knox (Scotland), Father Nash (the Finney revivals), Evan Roberts (the Welsh Revival), “Praying Hyde” (India revivals), William Seymour (the Asuza Street Revival), and Pastor Paul Yonggi Cho (South Korea).
Ezra Chapter 10:  REVIVAL UNDER EZRA
Through the intercessory prayer of Ezra, revival came. There are three great ninth chapters which record intercessory prayer:  Ezra 9, Nehemiah 9, and Daniel 9 and in all these situations, revival was the result. The prayer of Daniel in chapter 9 resulted to God bringing revival to the captives of Judah by moving King Cyrus of Persia to allow the Jews to return to their land and rebuild the temple.  Another revival happened in Nehemiah 9.  In Nehemiah 8, Ezra read the Word of the Lord before a gathering of people and for about three hours the people stood while the Word was read.  Then for another three hours they confessed their sins and worshiped the Lord (Neh. 9).  It was a great day of national confession. There was revival in the land!

There were immediate results. So great was the passion of Ezra’s prayer that it affected all who heard it, and the people began to gather around him, Ez.10:1. Ezra then led the reformation (restoration). Revival began.

Ezra's prayer of confession caused the people to weep bitterly. So while Ezra was crying out to the Lord, the Spirit of God moved on the hearts of the people. There were outward signs of deep repentance: “for the people wept very bitterly,” Ez.10:1c. If the leader is godly, then he reproduces godly people who will follow him. Thus, as Ezra wept before the Lord, the result was that the people also wept contritely with brokenness of heart under great conviction before the Lord.
Then, Shechaniah, one of Ezra’s companions from Babylon (8:3, 5) stood and made a speech addressed to Ezra, Ez.10:2-4. He spoke plainly. He made no excuses and spoke on behalf of those gathered. He made confession of their sins and said that in spite of this, they could hope in God. He encouraged Ezra to lead them in making a covenant for all to put away the foreign wives and children. The priests, the Levites, and all Israel responded to this plea for national repentance and so they made a promise.
In verse 5, Ezra arose. He made the leaders of the priests and the Levites, and all Israel promise that they would obey the word. They did so. Then Ezra withdrew by himself to a place where he continued to fast and mourn. 
In Ez.10:7-9 all the people were summoned to Jerusalem for a solemn gathering. So the people assembled, and in verses 10-11 Ezra lead them in confession & in committing themselves to separate from their foreign wives.  But because of the heavy rain and the large number of cases involved, they suggested that the individual cases be examined city by city. Judges were appointed, and in less than two weeks the inquiry began. Within three months the investigation was complete. 

The book of Ezra closes with a third list of names.  The first two lists noted the faithfulness of the many upon whose spirits God had moved (1:5).  However, this time it is a record of the many who had transgressed the Word of God. The list of Ez.10:18-44 names the leaders who had sinned and married strange wives. 
Forever written in the records of Scriptures, their names will always be associated with their sin. Let us instead be those whose names are recorded forever in the books of heaven as being among the saints, like Ezra and the other faithful ones of his time.
CONCLUSION: The Book of Ezra is a study in revival. When men read the Word of God and apply its truths to their lives, when intercessory prayers flow for the saints, and when there is confession and separation from known sin, there will be power in the church to do great things for God.  Revival will come! But how many of us will actually enter into that revival?  Only those whose spirit is stirred up by God, who have prepared their hearts!  We need to experience the grace and the promises of God that were given to Zerubbabel, so that by the anointing we can both begin and complete the work that God has called us to do. We need to have a prepared heart so God can mightily use us like Ezra: a servant of God who prepared his heart to study, practice, and teach the Word of God. 
