UNITY CAN BRING REVIVAL... 

UNITY CAN BRING JUDGMENT!

INTRODUCTION: The Scriptures record that unity has great power.  Godly unity can bring revival, yet ungodly unity can bring the judgment of God!  Let us study these two kinds of unity, to gain discernment how to promote godly unity while avoiding ungodly unity.

I. GODLY UNITY CAN BRING REVIVAL

   A. The PREPARATIONS:


1. Gain Unity of the Heart, Mt.22:37-38, Ps.139:23-24, Ps.86:11.


2. Keep the Unity of the Spirit, Eph.4:3, 1 Jn.1:7, Mt.18:15-18.


3. Grow towards the Unity of the Faith, Eph.4:13. 

   B. The PURPOSE: John 17:21


1. That we may together abide in God, I Jn.4:12, 16, & 20 


2. To demonstrate the gospel to the world, Acts: 2:46-47

   C. The POWER:


1. The Day of Pentecost- they were united in prayer (Acts 1:14), revival fell (Acts 2:1-4), and 
3000 people were saved, Acts 2:41


2. The Dedication of Solomon's Temple- they were united in worship (2 Chron.5:13), the glory of 

God filled the temple (2 Chron.5:13-14), and God blessed Solomon's kingdom & made it a 

testimony to the nations (1 Kings 10:1-9 & 23-24).

II. UNGODLY UNITY THAT BRINGS JUDGMENT: JEHOSHAPHAT & AHAB'S ALLIANCE


Jehoshaphat was a righteous king who was blessed by God, 2 Chron.17:3-6 & 10-12.


Ahab was a wicked king who was judged of God, 1 Kings 16:29-33, 17:1.

   A. The PREPARATIONS:


1. Jehoshaphat allied himself with Ahab by marriage, 2 Chron.18:1.


2. Jehoshaphat joined his army with Ahab's army, 2 Chron.18:2-3.


3. Jehoshaphat joined with Ahab's son, King Ahaziah, to build ships together, 2 Chron.20:35-36.

   B. The PURPOSE:


1. The marriage alliance brought peace: a false family peace, political peace!


2. Joining their armies brought military & political power.


3. Building the ships was a business partnership, to become wealthy.

   C. The POWER:


1. Jehoshaphat's son, Jehoram, married Ahab & Jezebel's daughter: he backslid (2 Chron.21:5-6)  
    & caused his nation to backslide (2 Chron.21:11). God judged Jehoram and he became sick &  
    died (2 Chron.21:12-15 &18-19), and God judged the nation and their enemies overcame them 

   
    (2 Chron.21:16-17).  Jehoshaphat's daughter in law (who was also the daughter of Jezebel)

 
    corrupted & killed the future generations of Jehoshaphat's children (2 Chron.22:2-4 & 10) and


    ruled as an evil queen over the nation (2 Chron.22:12 & 24:7).


2. God caused the kings to be deceived by the false prophets (2 Chron.18:4-28).  Ahab died, 


    Jehoshaphat was almost killed, and the armies retreated in defeat (2 Chron.18:29-34).


3. The business partnership that Jehosaphat had with the wicked son of Ahab was judged by God 


    and became a total failure, 2 Chron.20:37.

CONCLUSION: Unity has great power to bless and curse!  We should seek for godly unity, while avoiding all compromising with unrighteousness.  We want to prepare for revival, while staying far away from backsliding and judgment.

