FAITHFUL SERVANTS OF CHRIST

A GOOD SERVANT OF GOD MUST BE FOUND FAITHFUL, 1 Cor.4:1-2

Everyone who wants to fulfill all of God's plan for their lives must become faithful. We see these three requirements in Rev.17:14, for those who will be with Christ when He returns: "And they that are with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful." 

A. Those who are CALLED & chosen of God must then be faithful to fulfill thEIR CALLING: Rev.17:14. (MT. 22:14 Many are called but few are chosen) 

SOME PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE WHO WERE CALLED AND CHOSEN BUT NOT FAITHFUL:  

   1. KING SAUL-  1 Sam.15:17,24  He became proud & feared the people more than he feared God. We are called to obey God above all- sometimes that will be against popular opinion! A doctor does not give the people what they want, but what they need! Candy, or bitter medicine? A pat on the back, or a painful operation?
EX: Gov. John Sununu served as Chief of Staff in the White House for Pres. Bush. He was once asked by a reporter, “Your job is very difficult, isn’t it?” He answered, “No, it isn’t.” The reporter thought John Sununu had misunderstood him, so he asked the question again. John Sununu answered more emphatically, “No, it isn’t. I only have to please one person, the president.” It is the same with you, if you want to be a faithful servant of Christ. You only have to please God!
   2. DEMAS- He was a fellow-minister w/ Paul, in Col.4:14. But a few years later, in 
2 Tim.4:10, he loved the things of the world more than the ministry.

Ex:” When Lyndon Johnson was elected to become the US President, he asked his friend, Rev. Billy Graham, what position he would like to have in the US government. Become a member of the president’s cabinet? Become an ambassador? Without a moment’s thought Billy Graham said to him, "Sir, Jesus Christ has called me to preach his gospel. To me that is the highest calling that any man can have on earth."

   3. JUDAS- Jn.12:6  He was An Apostle, but also a thief who ended up selling Christ.

EX: A C.E.O. candidate for a huge corporation: his resume was impressive, but at the cafeteria during lunch a few of the Board of Directors who were interviewing him saw that he stole 2 slices of butter by hiding them from the cashier under his napkin. This man could have earned millions in his new job, but he was not chosen for the job because he stole 2 slices of butter.
3 Keys to learning faithfulness

   1. Luke 16:10   Be faithful in little things, Zech.4:10; 2 Kgs.5:9‑13; 2 Kgs.13:14‑19. Then we will be prepared to be faithful when the Lord gives us greater things, 1 Sam.17:33‑36; Lk.19:17. 

   2. Luke 16:11  Be faithful in natural responsibilities, 1 Cor.15:46; 1 Kgs.19:21. Then we will be prepared for the Lord to give us spiritual riches, 1 Tim.3:4‑5; 2 Kgs.2:9‑15.

   3. Luke 16:12 Be faithful with the possessions of others, Gen.39:2‑9; Gen.24:12‑22; Phil.2:19‑22. Then we will be prepared for the Lord to give us our own possessions, both natural and spiritual, Gen.41:39‑45; Gen.24:60‑67; 1 Tim.4:14

1. BE FAITHFUL TO PRAY

EX: One of the most famous sermons in the world was titled, “Sinner in the Hands of an Angry God” It started a great revival that caused over 300,000 people to be born again in the Northern U.S. (the New England States). 

- The preacher was not an impressive speaker… He read the sermon, word for word, with his notes up to his face… not eloquent, or dramatic…. But for 3 days he had not eaten..or slept… He had prayed continually for 3 days, “Oh God, give me New England, give me New England!”

- When he rose from his knees to go into the pulpit, he looked as though he had been gazing directly into the face of God- before he even began to speak, great conviction fell on the congregation!

2. BE FAITHFUL TO BE HOLY

1 Tim.3:1-7 “This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence (for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?); not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.” TALENTS & GIFTINGS DO NOT QUALIFY US FOR THE MINISTRY- RIGHTEOUSNESS DOES!

* Robert McCheyne was a great man of God who lived in Scotland 200 years ago. A very godly man- when he died, the streets of his city were lined with sinners weeping because their city had lost such a man of God.  Once Rev. McCheyne wrote a letter to a man just upon his ordination, and told him a very simple but powerful truth: "A holy minister is an awesome weapon in the hand of God.”
3. BE FAITHFUL USE WHAT GOD GIVES YOU Ex.4:2 “WHAT IS IN YOUR HAND? 

MOSES: had a rod  / a LITTLE BOY: had 5 loaves 2 fish / DORCAS: had a needle & thread

GOD IS LOOKING FOR FAITHFULNESS, NOT SUCCESS: An elderly preacher was rebuked by one of his deacons one Sunday morning before the service. "Pastor," said the man, "something must be wrong with your preaching and your work. There’s been only one person added to the church in a whole year, and he’s just a boy." The minister listened, his eyes moistening and his thin hand trembling. "I feel it all," he replied, "but God knows I’ve tried to do my duty." 

On that day the minister’s heart was heavy as he stood before his flock. As he finished the message, he felt a strong inclination to resign. After everyone else had left, that one boy came to him and asked, "Do you think if I worked hard for an education, I could become a preacher--perhaps a missionary?" Again tears welled up in the minister’s eyes. "Ah, this heals the ache I feel," he said. "Robert, I see the Divine hand now. May God bless you, my boy. Yes, I think you will become a preacher." 

Many years later an aged missionary returned to London from Africa. His name was spoken with reverence. Nobles invited him to their homes. He had added 1000s of souls to the church of Jesus Christ, reaching even some of Africa’s most savage chiefs. His name was Robert Moffat. He was the boy who years before had spoken to the pastor that Sunday morning in the old Scottish church.

- MAT.25:21 “WELL DONE, GOOD & FAITHFUL SERVANT.”
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