The God of the Valleys

- In the Bible, Mountains and Valleys have spiritual significance. Mountains speak of blessing & victory- a ‘mountain-top experience’ means victory, glory, and blessings:
     * Elijah had revival on Mount Carmel

     * Christ revealed Himself in glory on the Mount of Transfiguration

     * Moses met with God on Mount Sinai

- Valleys in the Bible have the opposite spiritual meaning- they speak of trouble, sorrow, & difficulties.

In 1 Kings 20 we read about 2 battles where the Syrians came to attack the people of God.


Vs.1-21  In the 1st battle, Israel defeated the much bigger army of Syria on a hill.

Vs. 23 The Syrians thought that Israel’s God was only a god of the mountains: that He was only 
a limited, local god!

Vs. 28  The Lord said He would give victory to Israel, to prove He was also the God of the 
 valleys!
- The devils say, “We cannot fight the Christians on the mountaintops, but we will defeat
 them in the valleys!”
- The Lord wants to show us He is more than just the God of the mountains- He is also
 the God of the valleys!
* GOD CAN GIVE US VICTORY THROUGH EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE OF LIFE! *
Valley # 1- the Valley of Weeping (Baca), Ps. 84:6


There is a time to weep, Eccles.3:4, Luke 6:21. We all experience times of great sorrow! 


However, we don’t want to stay there too long: we are to pass through the valley of Baca in v.6. 

Vs. 5 if our heart is set on pilgrimage, if we are on a journey to meet with God- we will have to 
pass through the valley of weeping, but we should not stay there!


Vs. 6 “they make it a spring… covered with pools… blessing springs forth!


Vs. 7  They go from strength to strength… higher & higher… up to Zion! To God’s
dwelling place!

 
 - How can we get up to Zion? By passing thru the valley of weeping!

- The best way to climb up to the mountains is often thru a valley! Many roads are built in the
valleys!


Valley # 2 – The Valley of Dry Bones, Ezek.37  It speaks of spiritual dryness, no hope, & defeat (v.11).


Vs. 2-4 man does not have the answer to these difficulties, but God does!


Vs. 7 First step to victory – new unity: in your church & in the body of Christ, Eph.4:16


Vs. 9 Second step to victory – a new move of the Spirit!

-Gain a new unity and call on the Lord- He can send the wind of His Spirit! 

Valley # 3 – The Valley of Trouble (Achor), Joshua 7:24-26  


Joshua 7:1-5  Achan had sinned, so Israel was defeated: sin brings trouble.


Heb.12:5-10  God allows troubles to come to our lives, to discipline us. To make us holy! 

Hosea 2:14-15  God brings us to the Valley of Trouble:

- to comfort us, to give us a door of hope!

- to give us vineyards (new ministry)

- to restore the joy of our salvation, to sing to God again like when we were first saved!
  (Ps. 51:12) 

Valley # 4 – The Valley of the Shadow of Death, Ps.23:4. There is danger, sickness, perhaps death.


We go through this valley with the Lord! We are not to remain in this valley.


The Lord’s rod and staff protect us and guide us through the valley.


Ps. 23:5  As we follow the Lord He will bring us to a banquet, fresh anointing, and joy.  

Valley # 5 – The Valley of Giants (Rephaim) 1 Chron.14:9-16.  This valley came up near Jerusalem, and
was a natural way for the Philistine army to come attack David after he became the new king. 


- Eph.6:12 We fight against principalities & powers, represented by the ‘giants’ in the O.T.

- Isaiah 17:4-6  The enemy tries to make us unfruitful in the Valley of Giants: a very small
  Harvest.

- 1 Chron. 14:13  When the enemy comes in to try to destroy God’s anointed, we must seek God!



1) We need guidance (don’t just follow old battle plans)



2) We need reinforcements (angelic help)



3) Then we should fight again, according to God’s directions, with His heavenly help!


- The result: David saw the power of God defeat the enemy, and named the place “Baal
   Perazim,” which means the “Lord of the Breakthrough,” 1 Chron. 14:11.
CONCLUSION: As we follow the Lord we often travel through spiritual valleys. But if we will move on

 with God, He will help us, change us, give us victory in the valleys, and lead us on to the mountains! 

1) Are you brokenhearted?  The Valley of Weeping can lead you upwards to rejoice on Mt. Zion!
2) Has sin led you into trouble?  The Valley of Trouble can remove sin & lead us to a door of hope!
3) Have you felt spiritually dry or dead? In the Valley of Dry Bones you can reconnect and gain new power!
4) Are you facing danger or sickness? Our Good Shepherd can bring us through the Valley of the Shadow of Death.

5) Have you been opposed by Satan? Follow God’s guidance, attack the enemy, and the Valley of Giants can become the place of the Lord of the Breakthrough! 
THE GOAL OF THE CHRISTIAN IS THE HEAVENLY MOUNT ZION

- SO PRESS ON THROUGH THE VALLEYS! GOD CAN GIVE US VICTORY!
