INHERITING THE MOUNTAINS
Caleb asked Joshua for a mountain in the Promised Land, Josh.14:6-9, 13. God has many mountains he desires to lead His people to. Yet to get to the mountaintop we will often have to travel through the valleys first.

1. MOUNTAINS in the Scriptures represent blessing & victory. A ‘mountain-top experience’ can mean glory, victory, power, and many other blessings. 
MOUNTAIN # 1- Mount Nebo, the Place of Vision


- In Deut.34:1-4 the Lord showed Moses all of the Promised Land, the inheritance of God’s
 
   people.


- Just as mountains naturally give us the best view, when we are lifted into the heavenlies
 
   during “mountain-top experiences” God gives us visions of the future & of His plans,
 
   Rev.21:10, Mic.4:1-2.

        Example: One day in 1652 a young man named George Fox was led by the Holy Spirit
to climb to the top of a very high and desolate hill named Pendle Hill. There, as he
looked down at the land, the Lord gave him a vision where he saw "a people in white
raiment, coming to the Lord." He felt that the vision signified that as he proclaimed
Christ's power a great revival would gather many people into the kingdom of God.
That happed as the Quaker revival that he started & led helped transform England.
MOUNTAIN # 2- Mount Carmel, the Place of Repentance & Revival 


- In 1 Kings 18:20-24, Elijah gathered the nation to Mt. Carmel to meet the God who answers
 
   by fire.



- At the altar God answered by fire, bringing a national repentance & revival, 1 Kings 18:37-40.


- When we call on God He can again send fire, repentance & revival, Lk.3:16 & Acts 1:14, 2:3,
 
   2:37-41.

MOUNTAIN # 3- The Mount of Transfiguration, the Place of Glory 


- In Matthew 17:1-9 Peter, James, & John saw Christ and the Father revealed in glory on a high
 
   mountain.


- This experience still motivated them many decades later, 2 Pet.1:16-18 & Jn.1:14.


- Christ still desires to reveal His glory to- and in- His disciples, John 17:24, Col.1:27,
 
   Rom.8:30.

          Example: Norman Holmes was a newly saved rock & roll guitarist and hippie when he began to 

worship the Lord for hours every day, for weeks and then months. As the worship purified him,

he was in a vision taken up to heaven to behold the glory of Christ, just as Jesus had prayed that

for His followers, Jn,17:24. The “Mount of Transfiguration” experience transformed him, and

helped prepare him to become a fruitful servant of God!

MOUNTAIN # 4- Mount Zion, the Place of Worship and Authority. Mt. Zion became famous for two

 
reasons:


1) The Ark of God: David made a tent on Mt Zion where he brought the Ark, 1 Chron.15 & 16.

     - David led the nation in great praise & worship as he brought the Ark, 1 Chron.15:25-28. 

     - David then placed the Ark in a tabernacle where the priests continued to worship the Lord, 

       1 Chron.15:29-16:1, 16:4-6, & 16:37. Mt Zion became the place of continual worship!  The

       presence of God was there, Ps.76:1-2.  

     - Now the most glorious worship is on spiritual Mt. Zion in heaven, Rev.14:1-3. The
       redeemed on Mt. Zion sing a new song before the throne, with a unique ability to worship.

     - In a similar way, if we will spiritually dwell on Mt Zion we must learn from God how to

 
       be true worshipers, Jn.4:23, abiding in holiness, Ps.24:3-4 & Ps.15:1-5. 

2) The Throne of David: King David ruled from Zion, a place of authority- 2 Sam.5:6-7 & 9-10


     - King Jesus, the son of David, has been installed as King in Zion, Ps.2.

     - Ps.110:1-2 The Lord sends the rod (or scepter) of strength out of Zion.  


     - Obadiah 21 Deliverance & authority will arise from Mt Zion in the last days, Mic.4:1-3,
 
        Is.4:5-6.


     - Rom.11:26 Christ, the Deliverer, will come from Zion as the King of kings at the Second 
 
        Coming.

PILGRIM PRINCIPLES - Some lessons to learn from mountains are: 


1) Gaining a mountain can transform a person- or a nation, Is.25:6-7!
2) A mountain-top can give us a vision of God’s mighty plans, Rev.21:10. This can help

 
     guide us & strengthen us as we go through the valleys, Heb.12:2.


3) Travelers are often not on the mountaintops, but in valleys- the fastest way to ascend a 

     mountain is often a road through a valley! But we are to go through the valleys, not stay
     there, Ps.84:6 & Ps.23:4. Do not think you are a failure, or backslidden, when you are in a 

     valley, 1 Pet.4:12-13, Rom.8:28.
4) The mountain-tops (especially Zion) are our goal and destiny, Heb.12:22, Rev.14:1.
