PREPARING FOR REVIVAL
1. GET HUNGRY FOR GOD, Ps.63:1-2
Desiring more of God, and more from God, is the basis of all revival. If God can find one person hungry and

desperate enough to press in until they enter into personal revival, then that revival fire can also begin to

burn in others.

The Beginning of the Great 1904 Revival in Wales (Western England): There was a young man named
Evan Roberts, he came from a poor family- he started working in the coal mines when he was 12 years old,
And worked there until he was 24- but throughout his teenage years he had one goal in life: revival. He
prayed so much as a young man that his landlady asked him to move, his prayers scared her! 

One day shortly before he went to become a student at a Bible school, in the spring of 1904, Evan Roberts
found himself in a Mountain-top experience. The Lord revealed Himself in such an amazing and

overwhelming manner that Evan was filled with divine awe. After this he would go through periods of
uncontrollable trembling that brought concern to his family. For weeks God visited Evan each night. When
his family pressed him to tell about the experiences he would only say it was something indescribable.
When the time drew near for him to leave for the Bible School at New Castle, he was afraid to go because
he was afraid that he would miss these encounters with the Lord. 
One midnight shortly after he started school, Evan's friend and roommate, Sydney Evans, came into the
room to find Evan's face shining with a holy light. Astonished, he asked what had happened. Evan replied
that he had just seen in a vision the whole of Wales being lifted up to heaven. He then prophesied: "We
are going to see the mightiest revival that Wales has ever known - and the Holy Spirit is coming just now.
Hebrews 11:6 - God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

THE GREAT SCOTLAND REVIVAL- In about 1555 John Knox began to pray “Lord, give me Scotland or I die” He prayed that prayer for years, as a preacher and as a prisoner for almost 2 years. The Queen of Scotland, a corrupt Catholic, said at her royal court, “I fear the prayers of John Knox more than I fear the armies of England.” Knox spent years praying through, revival swept Scotland, and the nation turned to Christ. Scotland has been a Protestant nation now for over 450 years!
THE HEBRIDES REVIVAL, 1948 –Two sisters, 84 & 82 yrs old, prayed for years, received a Scripture, Is.44:3 ”I will pour water on him who is thirsty.” -Prayed for revival, church invited evangelist: 1st service, nothing!

-As the people left the church, a deacon fell on his knees & prayed, “Lord you promised to pour out water… the HS fell on the town, a dance stopped, everyone in town walked to the church for another service, revival swept thru, 5 of the young men from the dance who got saved became pastors….
Luke 6:21 “Blessed are those that hunger now, for you will be satisfied…”

Central and South America have known some of the greatest revivals the world has seen in the last 65 years. These revivals first started in 1949 in Mendoza, Argentina. The church in Mendoza was considered a successful church, as it already had 8 members while it was only 7 years old (that was how hard it was in Argentina back then). It first started beginning when the church’s pastor became desperate for revival, and spent 8 weeks in prayer, praying at least 8 hours a day. Then he had a personal breakthrough into the glory of God. But something more than hungering after God was needed to bring that personal revival into growing to become a revival for that city and then nation. That next step that was needed was what we will now study as key #2- Responding to God  
2. RESPOND TO GOD

Ex.3:3-4 When Moses responded to God, then God responded to him!
EX: REVIVAL IN ARGENTINA- started in the church of Mendoza when the Lord told the pastor to start nightly prayer meetings from 8-12 midnight. (And if the people were not ready to pray and stay the entire 4 hours until midnight, the Lord said they should not even come!) 1st night- 3 people! The 1st meeting started out feeling dry, while one lady felt to hit the table (but did not). the 2nd night was dry, while the same lady felt to hit the table but did not, feeling insecure. She told her pastor, and the 3rd night started dry, but the pastor had each person hit the table… when the lady then was brave enough to hit the table with her hand, a mighty rushing wind swept into the room, and revival started in that church and city!
(King Joash was given 1 victory for each time he hit the ground w/ arrows, 2 Kings 13:14-19)

EX: REVIVAL CAME TO THE NATION Thru the responsiveness of another Christian, an evangelist named Tommy Hicks. While flying down to Argentina, the Lord spoke that he should visit Mr. Peron. He asked the airplane stewardess, “Do you know anyone named Peron?” She replied, “Of course, he is the president of Argentina.”

He told the pastors organizing his preaching he needed a place where 25,000 could gather- “Impossible!” “Never been done before” The nation’s dictator, President Peron, strictly limited religious freedom. 

Tommy Hicks said he would ask the president for special permission: “Impossible!” Never done before! President Peron was a dictator, no-one could approach him! He didn’t like religion & he hated Americans! 

The next days Evangelist Hicks went to the Casa Rosada (the Pink House) to try to see the president. Near the door a guard stopped him and pointed a gun at him… After he prayed & healed that guard he was allowed to go pray for the sick president who was instantly healed! President Peron gave the free use of the national stadium to the evangelist- it seated 60,000 people and had never been filled! Great revival began!
Other nations have missed revival because no one responded! In Luke 19:37-35 Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, His disciples received Him, but Pharisees & leaders complained! Jesus wept over Jerusalem, “Because they did not know the time of their visitation.”

WALES REVIVAL STARTED w/ EVAN ROBERT’S RESPONSIVENESS: 

A few weeks after starting Bible school, while sitting in a chapel, Evan saw in a vision some of his old companions and many other young people as a voice spoke to him saying: 'GO TO THESE PEOPLE". He said, "Lord, if it is Thy will, I will go". Then the whole chapel became filled with light so bright that he could only faintly see the minister in the pulpit. 
So Evan returned to his home by train. His mother met him at the door and exclaimed in great surprise, "Why are you not at school? Are you sick?" "No", he replied. "Then why have you come back home?" "Oh Mother, the Spirit has sent me back here to work among our own young people at the chapel." Then turning to his younger brother, he said, "You shall see that there will be a great change in less than two weeks. We are going to have the greatest revival that Wales has ever seen." Evan then went straight to his pastor and asked permission to hold services for the young people. 

His pastor greeted Evans with open skepticism. He was not allowed to preach on Sunday morning.  He was invited instead to attend the Monday night prayer meeting. Even at that gathering, he wasn’t allowed to speak! However, the pastor did announce that anyone who cared to hear what Evan Roberts had to say was welcome to do so after the service ended.

Only seventeen people waited that Monday night. All were impressed with his message. Three hours were spent together that evening, much of it in earnest prayer for revival. The pastor took note and invited Evan Roberts back to speak at a special service the following night. 

Several more people from the church came the next evening to hear him. Evans said, “Christians must humble themselves and get right with God so that the Spirit can break through in converting power upon the unsaved.”

On Wednesday night, nearly all who heard Robert’s message fell under a holy conviction. One by one they repented, declaring publicly their total surrender to Jesus.  And the meetings grew.

By Friday, people were coming from out of town. By the following Monday, only a week since the meetings began, the whole region was being shaken! Villagers awoke at 6 a.m. to the roar of the great crowds of people who were attending the early morning prayer meetings.

Within two weeks the first reports of the revival were published in the national press. A reporter wrote:  “A remarkable religious revival is now taking place at the town of Loughor…The place has been besieged by dense crowds of people…there is such excitement everywhere that the road into town has been lined with people from end to end.”

After a few weeks Evan Roberts gathered a small team of teen-agers and young women. They traveled around the towns, singing and testifying and spreading the revival.
The services were spontaneous- no planned preaching- various people would stand & lead a song, or pray, or give a testimony
All across Wales people began opening their hearts to receive God. It was clear that the fire of authentic revival had begun to engulf the entire nation. After the revival was going for one month an observer said: 

“A sense of the Lord’s presence was everywhere. His Presence was felt in the homes, on the streets, in the mines, factories and schools, and even in the drinking saloons!”  

The saloons and houses of prostitution became empty. Dance halls, theaters, and football games were also unattended. The courts and jails were deserted, and the police found themselves without any work to do. The story is told of one police station that closed down. With no work to do, the police instead formed a choir to sing at the Revival meetings. 

Every night people across the nation would walk to the nearest church- all open, all full w/ hundreds outside- “Services would start at 7 pm, the flesh would go home at 12 midnight, and the glory would fall at about 3 am.”

As the world focused its attention on Wales and its young miner-preacher, Evan Roberts refused any credit for the revival. 

“People must not rely on me, I have nothing for them. They must rely on Him who alone can minister to their needs. Obey the Holy Spirit!”

Within one year over 100,000 new converts had been saved, and the great Welsh revival was on….
 ASK GOD FOR A NEW HUNGER & THIRST!  KEEP ASKING, PRESS IN!  AND WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT STARTS TO MOVE, RESPOND!!!!
