OUR NEED FOR A PROGRESSIVE VISION
1. VISION GIVES US FOCUS AND MOTIVATION, Prov.29:18
    A. “Where there is no revelation (prophetic vision), the people cast off restraint” Prov.29:18.  
          A vision gives us focus and direction! We concentrate our time and resources to
          accomplish a goal.

    B. A vision motivates us to persevere, Heb.12:1. In New Testament times, the runners in a

Greek Olympic race would run towards the finish line, where the judge would hold out
 
the crown for the fastest runner to obtain.

         - Heb.12:2 Christ’s future vision gave Him the strength to endure the cross: He would
 
conquer death and hell! He would redeem a bride for Himself!
         - Paul’s clear vision showed him that “the sufferings of this present life are not worthy to

 be compared with the glory which will be revealed in us,” Rom.8:18. To persevere
 
 through the sufferings listed in 2 Cor.11:23-27! 
2. WE MUST GAIN A CLEAR VISION FROM GOD, Hab.2:1-3
    A. Hab.2:1 -As a watchman, we must wait on God to hear from God. Our human
 
view of life is often very small & shortsighted.
        -
To become great in God's kingdom learn to search out God's secrets, Prov.25:2

    B. Hab.2:2 -Write the vision to gain and keep clarity.
What is the vision for your life? For your ministry? What do you want to live for? 

Write it on your heart, 2 Cor.3:3. Written by the Spirit of God!

Write it down on paper, make it clear & simple. When the vision is written, we will
remember it clearly, not lose our focus- then we can run with the vision, move on!
    C. Hab.2:3 -The vision which comes from God will come to pass 
(if we gain the wisdom and dedication to properly fulfill it).
CATCH GOD’S VISION FOR YOUR LIFE & MINISTRY-

THEN YOU CAN ARISE IN FAITH TO BEGIN TO DO GREAT THINGS!

3. THE VISION OF COMPLETING GOD’S PLAN MUST GRIP OUR LIFE
    A. We need a vision of the mark or goal we are aiming our life to complete, Phil.3:14. 

         
We aim our life like shooting an arrow. Sin means to fall short or miss, Rom.3:23.
    B. This was the pre-eminent vision and goal of the Apostle Paul: in Phil. 3:13-14, the

 
“one thing” Paul aimed for was the mark or goal of obtaining God’s highest. 
At the end of his life Paul knew he had accomplished God’s will, 2 Timothy 4:6-8.
    C. This was the pre-eminent goal of the Lord Jesus, Jn.17:4. Christ’s last words in

 
John 19:30 show that He accomplished His goal: “It is finished” or “tetelasti.” 

4. GOD WANTS TO GIVE US A PROGRESSIVE VISION-this can keep us always moving ahead- developing the wisdom & ability to step-by-step accomplish His great plans!

    A. Jesus: was called to serve His family until age 30 (Lk.2:51-52), then minister to
 
Israel for 3½ years (Mt.10:5-7, 15:22-24), then after the cross to bring salvation
 
to the world, (Is.49:6, Jn.12:20-24).
    B. The disciples of Christ: In Acts 1:8 they were called 1st to Jerusalem (Acts 1-7),
 
next to Judea & Samaria (Acts 8-12), and then to the nations (Acts 13-28)

    C. Peter: was called to a new nature (Jn.1:42), then to become an evangelist

 
(Mt.4:19), afterwards an apostle (Lk.6:13-14), and in the Millennium he is called
 
to become a governor (Mt.19:27-28). 
5. A PROGRESSIVE VISION SHOULD GO BEYOND OUR PRESENT LIFE, Eph.2:7 
    A. There have been 7 ages, or dispensations, during our present world. These ages
 
have lifted mankind into higher and higher steps of maturity and relationship with
 
God.
    B. When Christ returns, the next age- the Millennium- will start, Rev.20:4-6

1) Christ and the Saints will Rule the World in Righteousness, Rev.20:4-6 


2) The resurrected saints will have different rewards & positions in the kingdom.

   
   aa) Paul wanted to qualify for a place in the 1st Resurrection and the
 
   Millennium, Phil.3:10-11.


   bb) In Hebrews 11:35 some saints endured torture to obtain a better place in
 
   the resurrection.


3) There will be worldwide peace & prosperity, Mic.4:1-4, Is.65:21-23 

    
4) Satan will be bound and cannot deceive the nations (until the end), Rev.20:1-3


5) The animals will be peaceful, Is.11:6-9, Is.65:25


6) There will be long life for the natural inhabitants of the earth, Is.65:20-22
    C. Judgment Day will mark the end of the present heavens & earth, Rev. 20:11-12, 
2 Pet.10-13.
    D. In the new heavens & new earth (Rev.21:1) there will be a new order, Rev.21:4.


The Lord had called mankind to rule the world from the beginning (Gen.1:26) but
 
Adam & Eve had to first start with a garden. Yet in the New Earth, the redeemed
 
will be entrusted with a capital city 2000 km wide, long, & high, Rev.21:14-16.     
    E. In the new heavens & new earth there will be many more ages to come, Eph.2:7.
    F. For eternity we can still grow in the love, wisdom, power, & glory of God, Is.9:6, 
2 Cor.3:18, Rev.21:7.
6. IN THIS LIFE WE ARE QUALIFYING FOR OUR ETERNAL REWARDS AND POSITIONS, REV.22:12, Heb.9:27. These include:

    A. Christians will enter into different levels of authority, Rev.20:4 & 6.

       
1) Jesus Christ will rule all nations as King of Kings, Rev.19:11-16.

         
2) Some overcoming saints will rule nations, Rev.2:26-27.  David will rule Israel,
 
     Jer.30:9, Ez.37:24-25. 

        
3) Some Christians will rule over states or provinces, Mat.19:28. The 12 Apostles
 
     will be governors ruling the 12 tribes, or 12 provinces, of Israel (Judas was

 
     replaced, Acts 1:15-26, 2 Pet.1:10.
           4) Some Christians will rule over cities, Lk.19:16-19.
    B. At the resurrection, Christians will enter into different levels of glory:

           1) Jesus Christ will light the new Jerusalem, Rev.21:23.

           2) The resurrected saints will vary in glory, 1 Cor.15:41-42, Dan.12:2-3. 

3) We can qualify to have a better resurrection, Heb.11:35
    C. We will qualify for different mansions to live in, Jn.14:2

    D. We can qualify for various crowns

1) Jesus will have many crowns, Rev.19:12

2) A crown of life, Rev.2:10 
3) A crown of rejoicing,1 Thess.2:19
4) A crown of righteousness, 2 Tim. 4:8
5) The elders around the throne will cast their crowns before the Lord, Rev.4:10.


6) Let no man take your crown, Rev.3:11! (Esther took Vashti’s crown, David

 
    took Saul’s crown.)
    E. We can qualify for positions closer to Christ, Luke 22:28-30, Phil.3:10, Is.24:23,

         Mk.10:40.
    F. Overcomers will sit on various thrones, Rev.3:21, 20:4, 4:4

 “Many who are first will be last, and many who are last will become first” -Mark 10:31
RUN YOUR CHRISTIAN RACE TO WIN! REWARDS for YOURSELF FOR ALL ETERNITY- REWARDS FOR GOD’S KINGDOM & for CHRIST! 
Jesus said, “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work,” Rev.22:12.
Christ will say to many, “Well done, good & faithful servant! You were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over much. Enter into the joy of your lord!” -Mt.25:21
