1) PREPARING THE JOSHUA GENERATION

2) In the Old Testament there were two generations that brought God’s people into fulfilling God’s plans:

1) The Moses Generation- started God’s plans, by saving God’s people out of Egypt’s slavery

2) The Joshua Generation- completed God’s plans, by entering and conquering the Promised Land

God has given different generations specific callings- different times in Church history have required God’s people to arise to new challenges & new opportunities!

3) During the New Testament Church Age, there will be a final generation that will complete the evangelism of the world and will see the Second Coming of Christ, Mat.24:14. 
4) This final generation that completes the Great Commission and sees the coming of God’s Kingdom can be called the New Testament “Joshua Generation”

5) Jesus Christ gave a prophetic key that declared when the Joshua Generation would begin, in Luke 21. 
6) “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, know that its desolation is near…. And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be ruled over by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled…. Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things are fulfilled.”           –Luke 21:20, 24, & 32
7) Christ’s prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem was fulfilled in 70 A.D. when the Roman army of General Titus destroyed Jerusalem. 
8) Jerusalem was then ruled for almost 1900 years by Gentile (foreign) nations 

9) The Gentiles that ruled over Jerusalem from 70 - 1967 AD:

1) 70-324 AD Roman Period

2) 324-638 AD Byzantine Period

3) 638-1099 AD First Muslim Period

4) 1099-1187 AD Crusader Period
5) 1187-1917 AD Second Muslim Period (Ayyubid, Mamluk, and Ottoman rule)
6) 1917-1948 AD British Period
7) 1948-1967 AD Jordan ruled 3/4ths of Jerusalem
10) It was only in 1967 with the Six Day War that the Jews began to again rule over all Jerusalem. 

      This signifies that “The Times of the Gentiles,” or the Church Age, is now drawing to a close!
  The “Times of the Gentiles” is between the first and 2nd Coming of Christ:
  - Before the cross it was the “time of the Jews” God was working through the Jewish people in OT times

  - The Jews as a nation rejected Christ in His 1st Coming and the kingdom of God was taken away from Israel

  - During the Church Age God is bringing salvation to the Gentiles, while the Jews have become partially

     blinded, Acts 28:25-28 & Rom.11:25. 

  - After the 2nd coming it will be both the Jews & Gentiles in the 1000 year kingdom of Christ on the earth,

     Rev.20:5 & Rom.11:26-28.

11) Jesus said in Lk.21:32, “this generation” –the generation that would again see Jerusalem ruled over by the Jews- would see the fulfillment of His 2nd Coming. Those born in 1967 and afterwards are the Joshua Generation! 

Those of us who were born before 1967 can qualify to be part of the Joshua Generation and lead it! Joshua and Caleb were 80 years old when they crossed the Jordan and started to conquer the land- they were the senior leaders! So how can we help prepare the Joshua Generation that will complete the Great Commission?
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12) #1. RENEWED MINDS & HEARTS OF FAITH 
13) Of the 12 spies, only Joshua and Caleb believed God would help them conquer the Promised Land. All the rest of Moses’ generation died in the wilderness, missing God’s best.

14) THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MOSES’ GENERATION 
      AND THE JOSHUA GENERATION: 
	    15)       THE MOSES GENERATION:
	THE JOSHUA GENERATION:

	SLAVE MENTALITY EXODUS.14:10-12  
(BONDAGE IS SECURITY)
	SOLDIER MENTALITY NUMBERS 14:6-9 (TRUST AND OBEY!)

	REACTIVE (WORRY, FIXING PROBLEMS)
	PROACTIVE (FAITH, FORWARD GOALS)

	GOD PARTS THE WATERS, ISRAEL ESCAPES!
	GOD PARTS THE WATERS, ISRAEL ATTACKS!

	DIED IN THE WILDERNESS
	CONQUERED THE PROMISED LAND

	FELL SHORT OF GOD’S PLANS, Heb.3:16-4:2
	FULL OVERCOMERS


16) In these last days, God is raising up a faith-filled Joshua Generation to complete the Great Commission!  A church that will triumph over the gates of hell! We need to press on! Go forward! Attack! 
17) Our Lord Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is taken by violence, and the violent take it by force” –Matthew 11:12. A proactive generation to lead the attack, as Joshua did! As David did against Goliath! As Jonathan did against the Philistines! As when Elijah set the challenge to the 400 false prophets!
18) #2. WE NEED DIRECTION FROM GOD, Proverbs 28:19
19) WE FIRST NEED TO SEE OUR PROMISED LAND- our inheritance to conquer, Eph.1:15-18. A focused life will have purpose and power! An unfocused life can wander in circles, like the Israelites- or else even go in the opposite wrong direction!
20) Some years ago 2 US university football teams were playing each other. The Georgia Tech. team fumbled the ball, which was picked up by Roy Regals on the California U. team. Roy ran furiously for 65 yards down the football field, but 2 yards from the goal line he was tackled and stopped- by one of his own team members! Why? Roy Regals had become disoriented during the action, and he grabbed the ball and ran the wrong way, to almost make a touchdown for the other team!  

21) In a similar way, in his early years, Saul of Tarsus thought he was serving God while persecuting the Christians- it was only when he met Jesus that he found out he was running the wrong way! He turned around and became the great Apostle Paul, with a properly focused life of great impact, Phil.3:13-14.
We need proper direction! A correctly directed, focused life is a life of purpose and power

EX: There was a young boy in Indonesia, who attended a primary school where his teacher asked the students what they wanted to be when they grew up. This young boy said, “I want to be a president.” This young boy with purpose in his life grew up to become the 44th president of the United States- president Barack Obama.
22) FOLLOWING GOD’S DIRECTIONS WILL RELEASE GOD’S BLESSINGS, Lk.9:14-16, 2 Kg.13:14-19
      Jesus’ Disciples in  Lk.9:14-16 organized the 5000 into groups, distributed the 5 loaves & 2 fish: a miracle!
23) Hudson Taylor was a famous missionary that helped plant the Christian church throughout China. He accomplished marvelous things without having any missionary organization supporting him! His motto in life was: “God’s will, done God’s way, will have God’s provision”
24)  #3 WE MUST “CROSS THE JORDAN” AND COME TO FULL MATURITY
25) The Journey of Israel from Egypt to the Promised Land was prophetic of the Christian going from
        salvation to full spiritual maturity, 1 Cor. 10:11, 1 Cor.15:46.
26)   
Israel’s Journey: 
1) Egypt    
2) The Wilderness   
3) The Promised Land

Spiritual Growth: 
1) Children    
2) Young Men   
3) Fathers (1 Jn.2:12-14)

Moses’ Tabernacle:    
1) Outer Court  
2) Holy Place    

3) Holy of Holies

Fruitfulness:

1) 30-fold    
2) 60-fold    

3) 100-fold  (Mat.13:23)
27) Many Believers do not “Cross the Jordan,” into full spiritual maturity
1) The Moses Generation died in the Wilderness and never crossed the Jordan
2) 2 ½ of the 12 tribes led by Joshua went to live on the wrong side of the Jordan  
3) The Hebrew Christians after many years remained spiritual babies, Heb.5:12-13 
4) Many believers mature partway to become teachers but not spiritual fathers, 1 Cor.4:15
5) We can only go into the Promised Land- into maturity & perfection- if God permits, Heb.6:1-3

If you want to become a Joshua or Caleb and help lead the Joshua Generation we must embrace the cross and come to full spiritual maturity- then we can say, like Paul, “follow me as I follow Christ” 1 Cor.11:1.
28)  #4. WE MUST EXERCISE FAITH TO PRESS FORWARD!  Numbers 13:30
           God’s people do not always go forward for God very willingly:
1) The Moses Generation rebelled against going into the Promised Land, so they lived and died in the 
     wilderness, Num.14
         2) Jonah disobeyed going to Ninevah until the great fish swallowed him!
29) The Early Church stayed in Jerusalem for years, blessed & very loving, Acts 2:44-46. But they ignored
 
 Jesus’ command (Acts 1:8) until God pushed them out of Jerusalem through persecution, Acts 8:1
30)  Christchurch, New Zealand: In 2010 at Christchurch, New Zealand, there was a big earthquake- no one was killed! But the pastors could not work together to use the opportunity to organize a big evangelistic rally, even though the mayor and the community were encouraging them. Instead, the city held a secular party without mentioning God or thanking Him!
31) In 2011 another earthquake struck Christchurch and many people died. Most church buildings were
 
   broken and the churches were forced to conduct outdoor services where unbelievers were saved!
32) What happened in Christchurch, New Zealand is a prophetic sign from God for Christ’s Church
 
     around the world! Everything will be shaken in these last days, Heb.12:26-27, Hag.2:6-7. 
33) Will we rise up in faith to spread the gospel? Will we obey Acts 1:8 or experience Acts 8:1?
34) THE PROMISES OF CHRIST WILL BE FULFILLED, Mat.16:18. The Church will overcome the gates of Hell! The Joshua Generation will complete the Great Commission! “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all nations, and then the end will come.” - Matthew 24:14
