SLIDE # 1) A ROADMAP TO REVIVAL

This is the theme we will look at today from chapter 35 of the Book of Isaiah.

Starting in 2020 we have seen many unexpected changes-

SLIDE # 2) At the beginning of January 2020: A woman of God (Linda Holmes) asked the Lord, what will the year 2020 hold for us all? The Lord said, “Acceleration- this year you will start to see the signs of the times coming in an accelerated way”
We are more quickly speeding on towards the 2nd Coming of Christ -the covid 19 crisis, earthquakes, rumors of war, famines…
AND BEFORE CHRIST RETURNS, HE IS SENDING OUT THE MESSAGE,

PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD… GET READY, JESUS IS COMING SOON!

There are still some years before the 2nd Coming (the Church must finish the Great Commission Mt.24:14, + many other Bible prophecies are not quite ready to be fulfilled): but the time is short! We must be prepared, and help many others to become ready! 
SLIDE # 3) These are the days when we will see increasing troubles in the earth -these are also the days when we will see revival arising! 
Isaiah 60:1-3 Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the LORD will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you. The Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.

CHRIST WILL VISIT US IN REVIVAL POWER BEFORE HE RETURNS IN GLORY TO ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM THROUGHOUT THE WORLD!
(SLIDE # 4) Before the 1st Coming of Christ 2000 years ago, God sent a messenger to prepare the nation of Israel: - John the Baptist! To start a revival!
In our time God will send many messengers, to prepare all the nations for the 2nd Coming of Christ! 
What is the message God wants us to proclaim? Isaiah 40:3, Prepare the way of the Lord, make a highway!
To understand this message better it is important for us to study Isaiah chapter 35:

(SLIDE # 5) Isaiah 35- A ROADMAP TO REVIVAL: FROM THE WILDERNESS TO ZION! THE MAP HAS 3 PARTS: IT STARTS #1 IN THE WILDERNESS… THEN #2 A HIGHWAY TAKES US OUT OF THE WILDERNESS, TO BRING US #3 UP TO ZION!
(SLIDE # 6) IN VERSES 1-7 GOD’S PEOPLE HAVE BEEN IN THE WILDERNESS: 
God repeatedly prepares His people in the wilderness: The Israelites (for 40 years) Christ (for 40 days!), Elijah (for his recommissioning), Paul (spent 3 years in the desert just after becoming saved), & John the Baptist…

…. A place of wandering, testing, learning obedience…  “…to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart” - Deut.8:2 GOD IS CHANGING & PREPARING US! 
(SLIDE # 7)  BUT GOD WILL COME TO VISIT HIS PEOPLE WANDERING IN THE WILDERNESS Isaiah prophesied in chapter 35 verses 1-4, “The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom like the crocus flower… Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come… He will come to save you." 
The wilderness is a difficult place to live- very hot, no food or water, dangerous: but this prophecy says that God will come to save His people in the wilderness!

* Israel spent 40 years in the wilderness traveling from Egypt to the Promised Land- but then the time came for God’s people to move on! They had been wandering in the wilderness- going around in circles- they knew they were called to move on, but could not get the breakthroughs! They were blessed (healing, provision, protection), but they were not entering into God’s full plans! 
* Many of God’s people today have also spent years growing in God and had many blessings (and also difficulties- and now everyone is in difficulty!).  IT IS TIME TO MOVE ON! ACCELERATION- MOVE AHEAD! TRAVEL ON FROM THE WILDERNESS TO MT. ZION! 

(SLIDE # 8) God sent His messenger, John the Baptist, to the ancient people of God: “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight a highway in the desert for our God.’” –Is.40:3 Today, God’s prophetic voice is again telling all of God’s people in the wilderness: get ready! Prepare a highway! Move on! It is time to hear the fresh word of the Lord! 
(SLIDE # 9) IN VERSES 8-9 A HIGHWAY IS SEEN IN THE WILDERNESS

“And a highway will be there; it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked fools will not go about on it….But only the redeemed will walk there”

A highway is to be revealed for God’s people to move on out from the wilderness: it is not for the wicked or the foolish- but for the redeemed people of God!

(SLIDE # 10) * Before the 1st Coming of Christ, John the Baptist called out in the wilderness that it was time for God’s people to prepare a highway! 
* Mat.3:1-3 “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.”'"
Now the Holy Spirit wants to speak through every dedicated Christian who would carry God’s message: Prepare the way! Get the people of God ready for the Second Coming of Christ! We need to prepare the highway of holiness! 
(SLIDE # 11) IN ISAIAH 35 VERSE 10, THE HIGHWAY IS TO LEAD US UP TO MT. ZION- THIS IS OUR DESTINATION!
“And the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing, with everlasting joy on their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” - MT ZION IS THE PLACE OF EVERLASTING JOY!
(SLIDE # 12)  Spiritual Mt. Zion is the goal of the church (not a natural mountain, we don’t all have to travel to Jerusalem)- it is the high call for our lives! Heb.12:22-23  “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn”
(SLIDE # 13)  MT ZION IS THE PLACE TO WORSHIP IN GOD’S PRESENCE, Rev 14:1-3 “Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000… And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder… And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.” THERE IS A PLACE IN HEAVEN AT THE THRONE OF GOD- CALLED MT ZION!
(SLIDE # 14)  MT ZION IS THE PLACE OF AUTHORITY! Ps.110:2 “The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies!” 
-The throne of King David was established on Mt Zion in Jerusalem- but now, the throne of Jesus, the Son of David, is on Mt. Zion in Heaven! And those who are spiritually seated with Christ will gain His authority. In the midst of our enemies we can have victory!
(SLIDE # 15)  “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne” –Rev.3:21

So how do we get to our spiritual inheritance and obtain all the blessings God wants to give us? We must build a highway of holiness, and move on with God, up to spiritual Mt. Zion! We must hear this calling from God, and respond!
(SLIDE # 16)  So how do we build a highway of holiness? Psalm 84:4 tells us in the NASV translation, “Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, in whose heart are the highways to Zion.” -This is a road to be built in each of our hearts! A way of life- a way of holiness!
(SLIDE # 17)  HOLINESS IS NOT:
   * A RELIGIOUS RITUAL -True holiness is life & freedom in our hearts!
   * SADNESS & FALSE PIETY -Holiness brings us into God’s presence, and in His

 
presence there is fulness of joy, Ps.16;11
   * FOR ONLY A CHOSEN FEW! If the HOLY Spirit lives in you, He wants to make you

 
holy! He has the power to make you holy!
(SLIDE # 18)  HOLINESS IS:
   * PROTECTION FROM EVIL SPIRITS! ISAIAH 35:9 “No lion shall be there, Nor shall any ravenous beast go up on it; It shall not be found there.” The devil, like a roaring lion, cannot walk on the highway of holiness!  
* Many of you are fighting a spirit of fear- Jesus said, ‘Do not worry about tomorrow.” 
* Someone with nightmares- you watched a scary movie! Confess & break that! 
(SLIDE # 19)  HOLINESS IS HEALTHY! 1 Cor.6:19-20. The Holy Spirit living inside our body will help keep us away from sin & bondages that damage our health, such as drunkenness, drug addiction, pornography & lust, fighting, binge eating, immorality- many sins are harmful to our health, but holiness will help keep us healthy! 
(SLIDE # 20)  HOLINESS IS PRACTICAL! Eph.4:22-24 “Put off the old life, and put on the new life, created in Christ for holiness!” “don’t lie- speak truth! don’t steal…work & give!” don’t be drunk w/ wine- be filled with the Spirit!
(SLIDE # 21) Holiness is for all of God’s people! 1 Pet.1:16 “Be holy, for I am holy.” The Holy Spirit within us wants to bring us all into more & more victory over sin!
(SLIDE # 22)  Holiness prepares us for the Second Coming of Christ! Rev.19:7-8. This is how we are to make ready our hearts- make ready our families- make ready the people of God! Build the highway of holiness, and get closer to God! Prepare the bride of Christ – and there are big preparations for the wedding of all weddings!) 
(SLIDE # 23)  How are we to prepare the way? Build the highway of holiness, and get closer to God!
(SLIDE # 24) Psalm 24 tells us THERE ARE 4 REQUIREMENTS OF HOLINESS TO VISIT GOD, TO ASCEND UP MT ZION: “Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, nor sworn deceitfully.”
(SLIDE # 25) Psalm 15 tells us there are 11 REQUIREMENTS OF HOLINESS TO ABIDE OR LIVE ON MT. ZION. (Which is better- to visit God’s holy hill, or to live there?) When we have powerful services, we enter into God’s presence… we visit the Lord and gain fresh strength and victory- but then most people leave God’s presence after the service is over!
(SLIDE # 26) How can we face these days of darkness? Get more filled with the light of God! With his holiness! Get filled with God’s purity and power!
(SLIDE 27) The book of Obadiah tells about the conflict between the godly and the ungodly people of the world. The people of God gain their final victory when they rise up in these Last Days: “Deliverers will ascend up on Mt Zion, and the kingdom will be the Lord’s”- Ob.21.
Let us become deliverers who will lead many to salvation- let us become messengers crying out, prepare the way of the Lord!
(SLIDE 28) BLOW THE TRUMPET IN ZION- CHURCH, LET’S GET READY! BUILD THE HIGHWAY OF HOLINESS IN OUR LIVES- LET US GO HIGHER IN GOD, and gain new joy & protection & authority as we spiritually ascend to Mt Zion! 
WE WERE BORN FOR THIS HOUR- Yes, these are times of great difficulty, but God’s plan is that we will see greater victories! Revival! 
Our years in the wilderness are to be over- its time to hear the fresh word of the Lord, a voice is crying in the wilderness:
-PREPARE THE WAY- ITS TIME TO MOVE ON!  TO SEEK GOD & HIS HOLINESS- TO MEET WITH GOD IN NEW WAYS! OUR CALLING IS TO MT ZION! 
