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PREFACE

The theme of this letter to the church of Philippi, apart
from the profound theological studies concerning the mind
of Christ and the first resurrection, is joywas written by
Paul while he was in prison in Rome. Even though Paul
resided in his own rented lodging, he was nonetheless
chained to soldiers of the Praetorian Guard (or
palaceguard).

The epistle to the Philippians was written to a church that
had relatively few problems, and thereforeAp@stle Paul
concentrates in this epistle of joy on these five nia@mes:

The need for unity

The blessings of stdrings
The mind of Christ

The first resurrection
The peace of God

Gk owbdRE

Paul sets before this church a higher visAthough they
were walking in the light which they had, Paul wanted to
place before them an onward vision that would keep them
pressing on toward the mark.

Proverbs 29:18 say$Where thee is no[progressive]
vision, the people peridor cast of all restraint]” Unless

we have a progressive vision that molds every facet of our
lives, we cast dfrestraints and become careless in our



Christian walk. It is a progressive vision that causes us to
run the race of life with purpose.

The key verse of this epistle, as illustrated on the front
cover, is chapter 3:14, where Paul saitipr ess towad

the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.”A mark is a goal or tget.The purpose of an arrow

is to hit a markThe same is true of our lives.

Paul was in his sixties when he wrote this epistle, only
about six years before his martyrdom, and although he had
accomplished so much in life, he realized that he had not
finished his course or hit the mark of God for his life.
Therefore, he was still pressing obhis is the fruit of
having an ongoing vision within us.

Considering the circumstances in which this epistle was
written, it is clear that th&postle Paul knew the joy of the
Lord to be his strength even in the mostfidiilt and
confining situations of life—like being physically chained
to a rotating number of coarse Roman soldiers.

In the presence of the Lord, whom he so dearly loved, Paul
found fullness of joy and contentment (cf. Ps. 16. My
prayer is that this short commentary on Paelpistle of

joy will be a blessing to you and cause you to know the joy
of Jesus at all times. May it also be used to give you an
ongoing vision for your individual life.

Brian J. Bailey



| NTRODUCTION

The city of Philippi was originally known as Krenides,
meaningthe place of fountainecause of its numerous
streams. It was renamed in hamoof Philip Il of
Macedonia, the father élexander the Great. Philippi was
strategically placed along what was called the Egnatian
Way, the main route between thi¢est andAsia.

It was a city of historical consequence in the days of the
Roman Empire, for here the Republicans lost the last battle,
Cassius died, andintony defeated Brutus. Octavius, the
colleague ofAntony, gave Philippi the privileges of a
colony as a perpetual memorial of his victory over Brutus,
who committed suicide on October 23, 42 B.C.

Because Philippi was a colonif was like a miniature
Rome. Its citizens enjoyed the same privileges as the
citizens of RomeThey paid the poll tax and a land tax,
but they were free from the Roman provincial governor
and their afairs were regulated by their own magistrates.
Philippi was populated principally by Italian settlers and
Greeks, with very few Jewghis scarcity of Jews explains
why there was no synagogue in Philippi for the
Sabbatlservices.

TheApostle Paul went to the city of Philippi on his second
missionary journey when he responded to the Macedonian
call in Troas (sedcts 16:9-12). Paul arrived froifroas,
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the seaport ir\sia, and went straight to Samothracia, and
the next day to Neapolis, the port town of Philippi
(Acts16:11-12). These port towns were often very close
to the principal cities, like Cenchrea to Corinth and Pireaus
to Athens. By all accounts, there were approximately ten
miles between Philippi and NeapoliBhe high ridge of
the Pangeus mountain range separated the two towns.

The place of prayer to which Paul and Silas and their
companions customarily went on the Sabbath day was
outside the city gate by the riversiddwe church of Philippi
was formed as a result of the conversionydih, a seller

of purple fromThyatira.Thyatira, one of the seven churches
in the Book of Revelation, was renowned for its cwmlo
dyes and was very wealthgs apparently wasyia.

It was here in Philippi that Paul and Silas were wrongfully
beaten after they had cast out a spirit of divination from a
young girl. The owners of this young girl became incensed
against Paul and Silas because they caused them to lose
the revenue which they obtained from her fortune telling.

Imprisoned, with their feet secured fast in the stocks, “at
midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God:
and the prisoners heard theAnd suddenly there was a
great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and
every one$s bands were loosed” (Acts 16:25-2@he
Apostle Paul then led the jailer and his family to the Lord
and they became born-again that.day
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There were three principal people upon whom the church
of Philippi was founded, and they came from very
differentbackgrounds:

1. Lydia, a wealthy merchant who sold purple cloth
from her native city ofThyatira, which was
renowned for such dye

2. The youngslave girl,who had been delivered
from a spirit of divination

3. Thejailer, who was a middle class civil servant
of the Roman Empire

Nearly all of Pauk letters were written according to the
pattern of the days of the Roman Empifaey were all
composed basically of the following five sections:

The greetings

Prayers for the recipients of the letter

A thanksgiving

The main content or purpose of the letter

The conclusion, which consisted basically of
salutations to some special individuals or
greetings to friends

AR

With this in mind, we can better appreciate the form of
this epistle.
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QUTLINE
The Rejoicing Prisoner (1:1 - 2:2)
The greetings (1:1-2)
Thanksgiving and prayers (1:3)1
The blessings of Pasl'suferings (1:12-20)
Pauls hope (1:21-26)
Unity enjoined (1:27; 2:1-2)
Suffering for Christ (1:28-30)

ok wdPE

The Mind of Christ (2:3-11)
1. His self-abasement (2:3-8)
2. His glorification (2:9-1)

The Working Out of Our Salvation (2:12-18)
1. Our part (2:12)

2. God’s part (2:13)

3. Right attitude in trials (2:14-16)

4. The acceptable fdring (2:17-18)

Timothy the Spiritual Son (2:19-24)
Epaphroditus—The Patient, Sufering Servant (2:25-30)
The First Resurrection (3:1-15)

Paul the Example (3:16-21)

The Peace of God (4:1-9)

Holy Contentment (4:10-13)

The Love Gift (4:14-20)

Closing Salutation (4:21-23)
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CHAPTER 1

The Rejoicing Prisoner
1:1-2:2

Philippians starts out with a very positive, triumphant note.
Although theApostle Paul is writing this letter to his friends
in Philippi from prison in Rome, he has not lost the victory
he has in Christ. Paul wasore than a conquer through
Jesus Christ in every circumstance he faced (Rom. 8:37).

| have entitled this sectiohhe Rejoicing Prisonebecause

of Paul’s rejoicing spirit while in prison. May the Lord birth
his same rejoicing spirit in each one of us as we study this
epistle together

1. THE GREETING (1:1-2)

1:1 - “Paul and Timotheus, the seants of Jesus Christ, to
all the saints in Christ Jesus whicheaat Philippi, with the
bishops and deaconsPaul includes his spiritual son and
friend Timothy in his greeting to the saints at Philippi.

He callsTimothy and himselsewantsof Jesus ChrisfThe
Greek worddoulostranslatedservantsmeans a slave or
bondservant. It refers to one who is bound to anofPeul

was acknowledging that he was in submission and subjection
to the lordship of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Except for theThessalonian epistles and Philemon, this is
Pauls only letter that does not commence with the declaration
of his apostleship. It is a letter to his friends and the church
that appears to have been the closest to his heart.

Certainly with the exception of the comments in chapter 4:2-3
to two ladies in the church who were in danger of jeopardizing
the unity of the church by their quarrelling, there are no rebukes
given to the Philippian churcithis is unlike his epistles to
the other churches, which contained many reprimands. Over
the last eleven years, since its inceptiof.D. 51, the church

of Philippi had grown, and now included elders and deacons
who were needed to care for the flock.

1:2 -“Grace be unto you, and peaceoifin God our Father

and from the Lod Jesus Christ.’Here Paul pronounces the
twin benedictions afjraceandpeace Grace means unmerited
favour, and divine enablement to accomplish a task. Peace
likewise has two connotationss Christians, we haygeace

with Godbecause of the shed blood of Jesus Christ, which
breaks down the middle wall of partition that exists between
us and God because of our sins. Christ also promised us the
peace of Godwhich enables us to have serene composure in
the midst of the storms of life (Jn. 14:2¥his is the hallmark

of a mature saint in Christ.

A rejoicing spirit and a thankful heart
are keys to victorious living
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2. THANKSGIVING AND PRAYERS
(1:3-11)

1:3 - “I thank my God upon evgrremembrance of you.”
Here is one of the key factors in victorious living for any
pastor It is to be thankful for every member of the
congregation that the Lord has entrusted to his d4mie.is

by no means eashut it is a spiritual virtue that we should
practice and exercise continuallife can fulfil the Lords
commandment to love others by the grace of God as the love
of God consumes us.

However in the English language there is a distindedénce
betweerloveandlike. After all, likes go to likes, and opposites
repel and even repulse each otAgrastor is likelyaccording

to his own spiritual life, to migrate to those who are godly
while the dificult and openly coarse members of his
congregation are likely to receive merely a cursory salutation.

This, howeveris not the demeanour of the truly spiritual man.
It is actually the problem children who cause one to draw
more upon the grace of God than do the righteédeasoften
grow in proportion to those who unsettle our lives by the
troubles their sinful past has produced.

Also, we should understand that we must accept others, as
Paul tells us in Romans 15:AVherefore receive [or accept]

ye one anotheas Christ also received us to the glory of God.”
We must also learn the virtue of condescending to men of
low estate (Rom. 12:16). Every person has a purpose and a
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part in the Lords great plan of redemption for mankifthus
Paul continues this theme in his prayer in verses 4-5:

1:4-5 -“Always in every prayer of mine for you all making
request with joyFor your fellowship in the gospebin the

first day until now Paul is not only thankful for all the
Philippian believers, but he also rejoices in their friendship
and fellowshipThis is truly loving one another as Christ loved
us. Paul loved them from the very first day he met them. His
heart was enlged to receive them as Christ Himself. Paul’
love for the Philippians produced an assurance in the very
depths of his heart that the Lord would complete the good
work He had begun in their lives.

1:6 - “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath
begun a good work in you will perform [or complete] it until
the day of Jesus ChristOne of the exquisite beauties of
Christ is found in His name ti#dpha and Omega, meaning
that He finishes what He begins. Paul calls HimAbghor
and Finisher of our faitiCherefore, the work of redemption
that He has begun in us, He most surely will complete.

What a blessed assurance it is for us to know that we can be
made vessels of honour to be used for His glory as we humbly
submit to His dealings in our livea/hy does Paul have such
great assurance with respect to his Philippian friends? He now
tells us in verse 7:

1:7 - “Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all,
because | have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my
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bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel,
ye all ae patakers of my grace.”The reason Paul was
confident that the Lord would complete the work he had
started in them is because Paul had a special place for them
in his heart. Paw’love for them produced faith in his heart
that the Philippians would succeed. His love released faith
for them.They were partakers of the grace the Lord had
bestowed upon Paul.

This is absolutely essential for leadership. If we are leaders,
especially pastors, we must not only love and care for those
who are close to us, but each member of the congregation
must have a place in our heart. God gave Solomgeriass

of heart to be the king of Israel so that all of Gopkople
would have a place in his heart (1 Ki. 4:29).

God wants to enlge our hearts so that we will genuinely
care and be concerned for all those whom God has entrusted
to us.This is the mark of a true shepherd.

The high priests in the Oltestament wore a breastplate over
their ephod. Upon this breastplate were written the names of
the twelve tribes of Isra€lheir names were written over the
high priests heartTo be priests of God todaye must have

an enlaged heart to love and care for all of Gogeople. If

we do, we will bring forth mature saints who are perfected
for the ministry the Lord has purposed for them.

1:8 -“For God is my ecod, how geatly | long after you all
in the bowels of Jesus ChrisPaul experienced the yearnings
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of a father toward the Philippian believers for whom he
travailed in birth that Christ would be formed in them.

1:9 - “And this | pray, that your love may abound yet raor
and moe in knowledge and in all judgmen®&s we have
said before, the Philippian believers formed a model
congregationTherefore, this epistle is really an exhortation
to continue in the right path in which they were already
walking and to go on to perfection.

Paul will develop this theme later in this epistle. Paul is
encouraging them to increase in the love of Christ that is within
them in two aspects: in knowledge and in judgment.

Knowledge

While it is not the purpose of this book to make an exhaustive
treatise of the subject of love, a subject which is developed in
more detail in our book entitiethe Comfater, | would just

like to say that love is developed through an énereasing
understanding of the following four points:

1. We must love the Lord. In Matthew 22:37, Christ
said , “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind.”

2. We must love oumeighbours. The Lord went on
to say in Matthew 22:39, “Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself.”
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3. We must love ourenemies. In Matthew 5:44,
Christ said, “Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you.”

4. Love is a fruit of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23
says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, jayeace,
longsufering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance [or self-control]...”

Judgment

The Greek word here translated “judgment” could also be
renderedsensitive pareption Therefore, thé\postle Paul is
telling the Philippians that their love should be cradled in good
sense.To help illustrate what Paul is saying, | will use an
example from everyday lifélthough a mother dearly loves

her child, she would never give him things that are not good
for him. Even if her child begs and pleads for something that is
harmful for him, she will not give in to his wish&he mother

must exercise love governed by good sense and not yield to the
child’s demands.

In other words, Paul was telling the Philippians that their love
should not bélind. Love must be discerning/e must be able

to discern between those who are truly serving the Lord and
those who are not (Mal. 3:18))his was King Jehoshaphat’
problem. He felt he should love people even if they were
blatantly walking in sin and rebellion against the Lord.
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While it is true that we must always love the sinner and hate
the sin, we cannot make alliances with those who are not
walking in Gods ways.This is where Jehoshaphat erred.
He was a good man who loved the Lord, but his lack of
discernment caused him sorrow after sorrbiist he made

an alliance with the wicked king of Isra@hab. Jehoshaphat
said toAhab in 2 Chronicles 18:3, “I am as thou art, and my
people as thy people; and we will be with thee in the"war
In other words, Jehoshaphat was sayinghab, who was
despised by the Lord for his wicked ways:otlYare my
brother in the Lord. I'm a Jew; you're a JaiMe are both
God's people.”

True love is not blind,
but discerning

The Lord rebuked Jehoshaphat for this in 2 Chronicles 19:2:
“Shouldest thou help the ungodand love them that hate the
LORD? therefore is wrath upon thee from before the LORD.”
This kind of undiscerning love has brought compromise after
compromise into the Church tod&ow can we embrace those
who hold beliefs contrary to Ga&lWord and do not walk in
God’'s ways?Yet that is what much of the Church is doing
today This was as great a problem in the days of Paul as it is
today and that is why Paul told these believers to grow in
discerninglove.
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1:10 - “That ye may appsve [or discern] things that ar
excellent; that ye may be sineand without offence till the
day of Christ.”This concept flows with Paw’admonition

in Romans 12:2, where he exhorts the Roman Christians to
prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of
God.The Greek word translated “approve’dskimazein
which is a word used for testing metals as to their
genuineness. It meahs appove after testing

The thought Paul is trying to convey is that we should test
every situation we encounter so that we are not deceived
by the enemyAlso, Paul was saying that we should
differentiate between matters that are important and others
that are side issues which will sidetrack us from the
purposes of God.

What is of eal value and what is not2that is the question
we must always ask ourselves.

We must be sincere and have pure motiVes. Greek word
eilikrinesfor “sincere” meanso be pue. The meaning of
this word speaks of beirftawless The Lord examines us

to see if there are any flaws in us, just as a prospective
buyer examines a vase in the light to check for any flaws.
God wants us to be withoutfehce and blameless so that
we are not a stumblingblock to others. God forbid that
others should fall into sin because of our lifestyle. John
wrote in 1 John 2:10, “He that loveth his brother abideth
in the light, and [there is nothing in him that would cause
others to stumble].”
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1:11 - “Being filled with the fuits of righteousness, which
are by Jesus Christ, unto the gyoaind praise of God.As

the Lord Himself said, out of the abundance of the heart a
man speaks and acts (Mt. 12:34; Lk. 6:45). If our hearts
are filled with the fruit of the blessed Holy Spirit, our lives
will give honaur and glory to the Lord.

3. THE BLESSINGS OF PAUL’S
SUFFERINGS (1:12-20)

One of the doctrines of th&ord of God that is so ditult

for many to understand is $eifing. For this reason, before
we exegete the following passage, let us briefly examine
several diferent aspects of defing:

1. Suffering for our own personal sins -1 Peter 4:1-2
says: “Forasmuch then as Christ hatHesefd for us in the
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he
that hath sudéred in the flesh hath ceased from Jihat he

no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the
lusts of men, but to the will of GodSuffering for our own
personal sins is the only way whereby we cease from sin.

2. Suffering to learn obedience -As with Christ, we
learn obedience by the things wefeufHebrews 5:8 says of
Christ, “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by
the things which he sigred.” This is not speaking of the
sufferings that Christ endured upon the cross, but rather those
things that He stéred in His formative years while under
the shadow of His Fatherhand (Isa. 49:2).
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3. Suffering for Christ’s sake -Philippians 1:29 says,
“For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe on him, but also to $ef for his sake.The suferings
Christ experienced, which we will call the fellowship of the
sufferings of the Fathewere being betrayed and rejected by
His own people. Christ had to know the heart of His Father
so He had to experience what His Father experienced.

God the Father was betrayed by Satan and his angels when
they rebelled, and also by the majority of mankind, who have
turned their backs upon His goodness and declared that they
will not submit to His rulership. Experiencing the fellowship

of these same digfrings is what it means to $ef for His

sake.

4. Suffering vicariously - The fourth aspect of
suffering is sufering vicariously for the sins of others in
order that they may be brought into the fold of GHs is
what Christ experienced upon the cross. He digmto the
cross to bleed and die for Himself; He died in our place.
1 Peter 3:18 says, “For Christ also hath oncdeseél for
sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.”
Christ sufered vicariously for us.

Paul also sdéred for the sake of others, as he said in
Colossians 1:24, “Who now rejoice in myfguings for you,
and fill up that which is behind of thefladtions of Christ in

my flesh for his body sake, which is the church.” (See
1Cor. 4:10-13; 2 Car4:7-12; 6:3-10)As we die dailywe
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release the life of Christ to othe¥When a person sigrs on
behalf of anothere releases the grace of God to him.

Certainly there are more aspects tafetihg than those which

we have just enumerated. Paul now considers another
perspective as he explains the trials through which he is
passing as a prisoner of Cae¥#e have entitled this portion

of the epistleThe Blessings of PaslSufferings

1:12 -“But | would ye should understand,dihren, that the
things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto
the furtherance of the gospelPaul shows us here the
outworking of Romans 8:28, which says, “And we know that
all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpofbaése
were not just eloquent words; they were a deep conviction in
Pauls own life. Paul was convinced deep in his heart that
everything which had happened to him was working together
for his good and for the purposes of God.

The chain Paul wore upon his wrists was being used to
advance the Gospel message and to spread the good news.
This prison experience gave Paul an opportunity to testify
to the Roman soldiers of the Imperial Guard whom Paul
never would have met if he had not been imprisoned. God
wanted the Gospel to penetrate into this otherwise closed
class of society

1:13 -“So that my bonds in Christ armanifest in all the
palace, and in all other placesChained to one member of
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the Imperial Guard after anoth@®aul was in ééct preaching
the Gospel to the cream of the Roman army

1:14 -“And many of the kethren in the Lod, waxing confident

by my bonds, & much mar bold to speak the wabwithout
fear” Because of his boldness, his companions were not afraid
to preach Christ in the heart of the Empire. RBagriéat courage
and overcoming spirit in his time of weakness were used to
strengthen manyauls friends clearly understood that he was
not guilty of the crimes of which he had been accused.

1:15-17 -“Some indeed @ach Christ even of envy and strife;
and some also of good will: The oneepch Christ of
contention, not sincely, supposing to add affliction to my
bonds: But the other of love, knowing that | am set for the
defence of the gospelfowever there were others who were
not so charitable and used Pauprisonment as an occasion

to speak out against Paul in their sermons. Have we not all
experienced similar situations when we have been decried or
vilified by others from the pulpit?

1:18 -“What then? notwithstanding, eweway whether in
pretence, or in wth, Christ is peached; and | thein do
rejoice, yea, and willgjoice.” How do we overcome personal
attacks by fellow brethren who have turned against us or
perhaps have never known us and yet have taken up someone
elses offence against us? Paul shows us how to triumph in
verse 18We must look beyond the person who is attacking
us and look to the Lord Jesus Christ. Our goal should not be
to protect our own personal reputation, which at times can be
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sullied in the mire of gossig\s with theApostle Paul, our
goal and desire in life should be that Christ is lifted up and
His most glorious name is magnified.

1:19 -“For | know that this shall turn to my salvation thugh

your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.”
Paul could rejoice in the midst of these persecutions because
he knew the end of the mattéte knew the Lord was going

to turn the curse into a blessing. Paul was loved by many
people, and they prayed diligently for him during this trial.
Their prayers caused these persecutions to turn into a blessing
for him.

When we are going through a trial, as the saints pray for us
that we might have a good attitude, the Lord actually turns
these attacks upon our character for our good. Remember our
Lord’s own words in the Beatitudes in Matthew 5112:
“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falgety

my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which
were before you.”

The key word is taejoice and as we maintain a rejoicing
spirit, we will exude at all times the sweetness of Jesus,
who said, “Fatherforgive them for they know not what they
do.” It is so important that we do not becomé&ntied by
attacks from our brethreihen we become f#gnded, the
root of bitterness creeps into our lives, and instead of
manifesting the love of Jesus, we cause many to become
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defiled by our diense (Heb. 12:15A rejoicing spirit will
keep our hearts free of bitterness and a wounded and
offended spirit, enabling us to have complete victory
in Christ.

1:20 - “According to my earnest expectation and my hope,
that in nothing | shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness,
as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my,body
whether it be by life, or by death.1t is essential, even as
Paul states in Ephesians 4:15, that we speak, preach, and testify
of the truth that is in Christ in the spirit of love so that in all
situations Christ can be glorified in us—whether it is our time

to die or live.

4. PAUL’S HOPE (1:21-26)

1:21 -“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gainPauls
burning desire in life was, having been crucified with Christ,
to live his life by the faith of the Son of God (Gal. 2:20). He
says it would be better for him to die than to live. Howgver
he faced a dilemma, as he now explains.

1:22-24 -“If | am to go on living in the bodythis will mean
fruitful labour for me. &t what shall | choose? | do not know!
| am torn between the two: | desito depar and be with
Christ, which is better by far; but it is menecessarfor you
that | remain in the body” (NIV).

To go to heaven was far better for thgostle Paul, but his
converts and spiritual children on earth still needed him.
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Therefore, he made the decision to continue on in this earthly
life for a few more profitable years.

1:25-26 -“And having this confidence, | know that | shall
abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy
of faith. That your ejoicing may be merabundant in Jesus
Christ for me by my coming to you agaif.his may seem
strange for some that Paul could decide the time of his
departure to heaven, but let me try to explain it.

Some years ago, having gone through severe trials, | asked
the Lord to take me home to be with Hifthat night | died

and the angel who had come for me took me to heaven. Just
before | entered into heaven, before | actually crossed the river
and went through the gates, the Lord showed me that | had
not fulfilled my courseYou cannot imagine the terrible
sadness | felt in the whole of my beiddter | pleaded with

the Lord, He allowed me to return to earth so | could finish
my course.

Therefore, to a certain degree | believe, with Paul, that our
will can definitely be a factor in the time of our death. Paul
chose to remain for a few more years because it would enable
his friends to receive more of the grace of God and be
advanced spiritually

5. UNITY ENJOINED (1:27; 2:1-2)

TheApostle Paul now addresses the one problem which was
troubling the saintly Philippian church—the need to be united
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in mind and spirit as they walked together to fulfil the purposes
of God for their livesA lack of unity is one of the biggest
problems today in just about every church around the world.

1:27 -“Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel
of Christ: that whether | come and see you, or else be absent,
| may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.”
Our conversationof course, includes our speech as well as
our whole behaviour in life.

A church must speak with one voice in all thinge have
seen in our days that a fragmented and, therefore, weak
church has very little impact upon théaafs of our nations.
Dissension will imperil any church. Howevyes revival
comes and the Church becomes united, the triumphant
Church will become the head, and not the tail as it is today
(cf. Deut. 28:13).

There are basically four aspects of unity in the Holy Scriptures.
These four sequential steps of unity will lead us and our
congregations to true unity

1. Unity of the Heart

Personal unityhaving unity in ones own heart, is illustrated

in the prayer of King David in Psalm 86:1'Teach me thy
way, O LORD; | will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to
fear thy name.” It is only when we have dealt with the
divisions in our own heart that we can expect to be united
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with other saintsWWe can only serve one mastas Jesus said

in Matthew 6:24: “No man can serve two masters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the
one, and despise the othé cannot serve God and mammon.”
We need to ask God to create a pure heart in us so that we are
not torn between serving the cares, riches, and pleasures of this
world and serving the Lord believer who has a united heart
always puts the Lord first in his life.

2. Unity of the Spirit

In the Charismatic movement of the 1368"hd 197@®, the Lord
poured out His Holy Spirit upon virtually every denomination,
baptizing them in the Spirit with the accompanying signs of
speaking with other tongues, as well as the nine gifts of the Spirit
mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:7-10hus those who were
baptized in the Holy Spirit were united because of their common
experience. Howevarhen they began talking about their other
denominational doctrinal beliefs, they were in disagreefieat.

is why Paul exhorts us in Ephesians 4:3 to “make evieny &

keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (NIV)

3. The Unity of the Faith

The unity of the faith is the goal and purpose of the fivefold
ministry. The ministry is to produce unity of faith and doctrine.
Paul said in Ephesians 4:13: “And [the Lord] gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministryfor the edifying of the body of Chrisill
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we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the filness of Christ.”

Isaiah 52:8 is a prophecy of the Millennium, but also of the
last days. “Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the
voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye,
when the Lord shall bring again Zion.” In the last day revival,
the Church will come to unity of doctrine and faithe Holy
Spirit—the abiding anointing who teaches us all things—will
make it abundantly clear to everyone which doctrines are of
God and which doctrines are not (see 1 Jn. 2T2¥@refore,

by the ministry of godly teachers who are anointed by the
Holy Spirit, the Church of Jesus Christ will speak with one
voice in these last days as we enter into the fulfilment of the
glorious Feast ofabernacles.

4. Unity of the Brethren

This final stage of unity may best be understood by Psalm 133.
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the
head, that ran down upon the beard, éamn’s beard: that
went down to the skirts of his garmen#ss the dew of
Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains
of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even
life for evermore.”

The key to the unity of the brethren, wherein everyone is in
harmony and unityies in the interpretation of the constituents
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of the anointing ointment that was poured over the head
of Aaron.

These constituents are described in Exodus 30:23-25,30:
“Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure myrrh five
hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even
two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet calamus two
hundred and fifty shekel&nd of cassia five hundred shekels,
after the shekel of the sanctuaand of oil olive an hinAnd

thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment
compound after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy
anointing oil ...And thou shalt anoimharon and his sons,
and consecrate them, that they may minister unto me in the
priests ofice.”

These principal spices have the following spiritual
significance:

Myrrh speaks of themeeknessf Christ.
Meekness enables us to accept everything that
happens to us with holy resignation and joy

Sweet cinnamorspeaks ofjoodnessEverything
we do or say to a person must be done with his
ultimate good in mind.

Sweet calamusspeaks ofgentlenessin our
treatment of others, especially our spouses, we
should be as gentle as a nurse who cares for
the young.
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Cassiaspeaks ohumility. This is the posture of
the poor in spirit.

Olive oil speaks opeace We need to have the
peace of God, which will garrison our minds and
hearts at all times.

When these graces and virtues are worked out in our lives,
we can live and dwell in unity and harmony with the brethren.

Unity with other saints comes only
when we have dealt with the
divisions in our own hearts.

6. SUFFERING FOR CHRIST (1:28-30)

1:28 -“And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which

is to them an evident token of giion, but to you of salvation,
and that of God."Paul now returns to his theme offeuiing,

for it appears that his beloved friends in Philippi are
experiencing persecution from various kinds of people, as he
expounds in chapter 3:2.

Paul exhorts his friends not to be afraid of wicked people, but
rather to be of good couragehe wicked will be destroyed,
but the righteous will inherit eternal salvatidineir serene
demeanour will be a witness against their persecutbies.
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failure of the Philippian saints to be terrified by the hostility
of their adversaries was clear proof to these ungodly people
that they would be destroyed. By enduringfetng with
good courage, we are participating in théesurigs of Christ,

who has experienced far greater persecution than we will
ever know

1:29 -“For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sakehas
been granted to each believer frévilege (and | do say
privilege) of sufering for Christ. Many of todag’ Church
leaders have lost the spirit of the early apostles, who counted
it a great honour to sigfr for the LordActs 5:41 says, “And

[the apostles] departed from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy tofsushame for

his name.”

Many preachers today say that Christians should not have to
suffer. Well, the truth of the matter is that the Christian who
has not sdéred will not have a great reward in heaven, nor
will he know the Lord in an intimate walt is to those who
have sufered that the Lord gives the oil of joy (Isa. 61:3).

William Booth, the founder of the Salvatidmmy, early in

his life had a vision of a group of Christians in heaven who
were filled with tremendous joyhey were rejoicing in the
presence of the Lor@hen the Lord turned, looked\Aflliam
Booth, and said, “How can you, who have nevefesad,
ever know their joy?” It is sféring that causes us to know
the joy of Jesus which Paul knew
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Let us also rememhdreloved, that if we stdr with Christ,
we shall also reign with Him. Paul said iffignothy 2:12, “If
we sufer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he
also will deny us.”

1:30 - “Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and
now hear to be in me.Paul now speaks of the conflict he
had.To understand what Paul is talking about, we must look
at his companion epistle to the Colossians, for Paul also spoke
of this conflict in Colossians 2:1: “For | would that ye knew
what great conflict | have for you, and for them at Laodicea,
and for as many as have not seen my face in the fl€kis”
conflict was most likely spiritual in natur&s Paul prayed,

he was fighting against demonic powers which wedtetig

him in his body

The Apostle Paul also spoke of beasts with which he had
fought at Ephesus (1 Cdr5:32).These were demonic forces

in the forms of beasts, for “we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6:12).

The Need For Unity Stressed Again (2:1-2)

2:1-2 -“If there be thesfore any consolation in Christ, if any
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels
and mecies, Fulfil ye my jgythat ye be likeminded, having
the same love, being of one act@f one mind.The intense
yearning of the heart, and indeed of the whole of Baeing,
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can be sensed in these verses. He was longing and seeking
for the one thing he knew would ensure that the church would
mature, namely that they be joined together in that bond of
love. When believers are in one accord and have the same
mind, they flow together in word and action.

Note the pathos of a pleading father as Paul uses words filled
with great emotion such asmfort consolation andbowels

of mecies declaring that his joy will only be complete when
they are of one accord@ihe power of unity is tremendous. In
fact, people who are united in purpose are virtually invincible.

This applies even in a negative sense, as in the case of the
tower of Babel. God said in Geneslis@, “Behold, the people

is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to
do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they
have imagined to doThe people who were building the tower

of Babel hadone languageThis not only means that they
had a common mother language, but they spoke the same
things, because they all had the same mind.

Because of their common purpose and unity to bring it to
pass, the Lord said that nothing would restrain them. In a
positive sense, if the Church of Jesus Christ is united to do
His will and to see His glory come to the nations, nothing
will be able to stop this onward march of the saints of God—
not even the gates of hell (Mt. 16:18). May we, therefore,
take this passage to heart and seek to have unity in our
marriage, in our home, at our workplace, and in our churches.
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CHAPTER 2

The Mind of Christ
2:3-11

This section is one of the most profound theological statements
in the whole of th&Vord of God. Marked by great eloquence,
this passage develops Chmstelf-emptying, incarnation,
death on the cross, resurrection, and subsequent exaltation to
the right hand of the Fathd?aul tells us to have this same
mind which Christ had.

2:3 -“Let nothing be done tlmugh strife or vaingloy; but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than
themselves.Paul begins this passage on the mind of Christ
by speaking of the importance of and the need for humility
Humility is the key to every fresh blessing from the Lord, for
God pours out His grace upon the humble.

It is after every valley of Baca (weeping) experience, where
God does a deeper work of humility in our lives, that God
takes us to greater heights in Him and we have a mountaintop
experience with Him (see Ps. 84:6-7).

Paul tells us that we should not do anything out of strife or
through vain conceit (or empty glorying). In lowliness of mind,
we should esteem others better than ourselves. Pride will cause
us to think we are better than others, but humility of mind
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will enable us to prefer one another before ourselves. Paul
said in Romans 12:10Be kindly affectioned one to another
with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another

Humility is rooted in three aspects of truth:

1. We are created beings.David declared to the Lord

in Psalm 8:3-4: “When | consider thy heavens, the work of
thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained,;
What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of
man, that thou visitest him?”

As David was taking a walk at night, he contemplated the
vastness of the heaveri$is caused David to see himself
in proper perspective. King David realized how insignificant
he was without the Lordlhis is the first step in obtaining
humility. We must realize that we are created beings, and
see ourselves in true perspective.

When flying in an airplane miles above ground level, we
can see how small man really is. In actuaktyg are very
small in Gods vast creation. Meditating upon this truth will
begin to make us humble.

2. We are fallen sinners. The next step to humility is
realizing that we are all fallen sinners. Paul said in
Romans3:23, “For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God.” Every single man and woman has sinned and
come short of the glory of GouVe all need a Savuw, and
apart from Him we are nothing.
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3. We are all recipients of Gods grace. The third

step to humility is understanding experientially what Paul
said in 1 Corinthians 15:10: “But by the grace of God | am
what | am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was
not in vain; but | laboured more abundantly than they all:
yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”

This must be a deep conviction in our livége must not
only say it with our lips, but we must be convinced in our
minds and hearts that we can do nothing by our own strength.
Everything we will ever accomplish and ever become is only
because of God'grace.

As we contemplate and meditate upon these three aspects
of truth, and we cry out for the grace of God to renew our
minds, we will receive the humility and mind of Christ.

2:4 - "Look not every man on his own things, but every
man also on the things of others.The NIV translation
reads, “Each of you should look not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of otheYge need to
lay down our lives for others, just as Christ laid down His
life for us.

Paul is dealing with strife in this epistle. Contention and
division come only by pride (Prot3:10).Therefore, Paul
exhorts the Philippian believers to take upon themselves the
humility of Christ and walk in unityThe greatest obstacle

to unity is proud minds that are gefl up. Humility
therefore, is the key to unity
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The Kenosis of Christ

In Philippians 2:5-1 Paul develops what is known as the
Kenosis(or self-emptying) of Christ and His subsequent
exaltation by the FatheFhe Greek wordkenosiameans “to
empty” (KJV - made Himself of noeputatior). Jesus took
seven steps downward from His heavenly position and status
to His death upon the cross.

After He divested Himself of His heavenly glories and became
obedient to the death of the cross, the Father exalted Him and
gave Him a name which is above every other name.

7 S

The Seven &ps in theKenosisof Christ

He let go of His equality with God
He made Himself of no reputation
He took upon Himself the form of a servant
He was made in the likeness of men
He humbled Himself

He became obedient unto death
Even the death of the cross

s )
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2:5 - “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus.”Paul exhorts us to have the mind of Christ, which is
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humbleness of mind (Col. 3:12). Humility always begins in
our mind and in our thought-lif&@he key to Chriss humility
was His mind. Humilitybasicallyis having a proper opinion

of ourselves, realizing that truly we are nothing without
Christ. Transformation begins in our minds, as Paul tells us
in Romans 12:2: “Be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind.”

Paul says in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5, “For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strong holds; casting down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience
of Christ.”

Many of the strongholds of pride and the self-life are in the
mind. Therefore, in order to be transformed, our minds need
to be renewed. Pride always comes into a person and gets a
stronghold in his life when his mind becomesfedfup.
Colossians 2:18 speaks of the carnal man who igegufp

by his fleshly mind.”

2:6 - “Who, being in the form of God [possessing all the
attributes of God and being the very essence of God Himself],
thought it not obbely to be equal with God:"The first step
downward which Christ took was that He let go of His equality
with God. Christ was the only begotten Son of the Fakher
was supreme in heaven next to the FatHerwas the co-
Creator of the world and man (Col. 1:16¢t He was willing

to submit to God the Father in order to redeem mankind.
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The original text gives the understanding that Christ did not
hold on to His equality with God when the will of God
revealed to Him the need to relinquish that position. He did
not grasp on to His position; His desire was to do the will of
His FatherChrist said in John 6:38, “For | came down from
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that
sent me."We never want to clutch to anything (including a
position or ministry)We should always seek to put the will
of God first.

2:7 -“But made himself of nceputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:”
Christ made Himself of no reputation. So many people
zealously try to guard their reputation at any cést.Christ,

the very Son of God, did not seek a reputation or the praise of
manAll that mattered to Him was doing the will of His Father

The Shulamite (a type of the Bride of Christ) said in Song of
Solomon 5:7, “The watchmen that went about the city found
me, they smote me, they wounded me; the keepers of the walls
took away my veil from me.The watchmen, which speak of
ministers and leaders, took away the veil (or reputation) of
the Shulamite.

If we are going to go on with the Lord and know Him in an
intimate waywe likewise shall experience a stripping of our
reputation, usually by other Christians. Paul emptied himself
of his reputation as a Pharisee of Pharisees, as a student of
Gamaliel, and as one of the up-and-coming teachers in the
Jewish faith to become the persecuted witness of Christ.
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This phrase “He made Himself of no reputation” literally
means from the Greek that Christ emptied Himself. He laid
down all of His rights, privileges, and divine prerogatives.
The glory He had with His Father before the foundation of
the world was veiled while He was upon earth. Christ prayed
in John 17:5 just before He was about to go to the cross, “And
now, O Fatherglorify thou me with thine own self with the
glory which I had with thee before the world was.”

“And took upon him the form of a s&nt.” The Lord Jesus
Christ took upon Himself the nature of a servant (or bondslave).
Christ said in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of man came not
to be ministered unto, but to ministand to give his life a
ransom for many{y Jesus came not as the King of Kings, but as
the Servant of all. He said in Mark 9:35, “If any man desire to
be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.”

In the upper room, after the last supgesus wrapped a towel
around His waist, poured water into a basin and began to wash
His disciplesfeet.This was the position of a servant to wash
the feet of othersyet Christ did this because He had laid
down His right to be the Lord of all at this time so He could
be the Servant of all. Let us also cry out to have this same
servants heart as our Lord, and not demand better conditions
or better treatment.

“And was made in the likeness of men ... and being found in
fashion as a man.’In the incarnation, Jesus, the Son of God,

took upon Himself the nature of man. Hebrews 2:17 tells us
that He was made like us in all things. Paul says in
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Hebrews 4:15, “For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” Christ was
tempted in every area in which man is tempted, yet the
difference between Christ and us is that He never sinned. He
was tempted like we are, but He never yielded to temptation.

The Lord Jesus experienced everything that we face in life.
Because He took on the nature of man and overcame the
temptations we face, He is able to help us in our times of
temptation. Beloved, many times the Lord passes us through
trials and temptations so that we can have compassion on
those who are bound in these same areas (HebIBe2)ords
desire is not that we condemn them in their state (nor condone
what they do), but lift them up and help them get victory in
those areas.

2:8 - “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of
the cioss.”

“He humbled Himself."Christ, the Heir of all things, adopted
the position of one who was subject to those who mocked
Him. It is awe-inspiring that Christ crouched down to submit
to the dictates of those who were the most disreputable of the
human race. Christ has set before us a pattern to fallosv
desire of the Father is to make us like Christ and to mold us
into His image. Let us seek to submit ourselves to the
circumstances in which God the Father in His sovereign
wisdom chooses to place us.
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“He became obedient unto deathTo become obedient and
die in the will of God is surely the acme and zenith of
submissionWhen we study the life of Christ in its entirety
we realize that He was born with one objective, and that was
to die.We, then, can have no other purpose in life either; for
we, too, should be poured out like wine and become broken
bread for the multitude¥Ve must be willing to give ourselves

to those who would smite us and tear the skiofodur faces

as they did to Christ.

“Even the death of the oss.” Christ not only submitted
Himself to dying, but He stdred the lowest form of death
known to the world in His dayrhe cross was deemed such
an ignominious death that Roman citizens could not be nailed
to the cross. In realifyt was reserved for the most despicable
of mankind.Even in the Holy Scriptures, it is written in
Deuteronomy 21:223: “If a man has committed a sin deserving
of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, his
body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you shall surely
bury him that dayso that you do not defile the land which the
LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance; for he who is
hanged is accursed of God” (NKJWYe refer you to our book
entittedThe Cossfor a more detailed study of the Ladleath
andcrucifixion.

Christ humbled Himself and took these seven steps downward.
To the degree that we allow the Lord to humble us and break
us, to that same degree He will exalt us. Before Christ could
ascend to His exalted status in the heavens at the right hand
of the FatherHe had to descend into the deptfshe earth



48 Hitting the Mark

in seeming defeat. Ephesians 4:9 sdysow this, ‘He
ascended’; what does it mean but that He also first descended
into the lower parts of the earth?” (NKJV). First Peter 5:6
says, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand
of God, that he may exalt you in due time.” If we humble
ourselves and follow Christ’example of being a servant
and obedient to the will of God, in due time He will lift us
up and exalt usThus in verses 941we now see the seven
steps of Chriss exaltation.

7 S

The Seven g&ps of Christ’'s Exaltation

1. God highly exalted Him

2. God gave Him a name which is above
every name

3. That at the name of Jesus every knee

should bow

Things in heaven

Things in earth

Things under the earth

That every tongue should confess that

Jesus Christ is Lord

N\ 2
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2:9-11 - “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above every name: That at the
name of Jesus eweknee should bgwvef things in heaven,
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and things in eah, and things under the dhr And that ever
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ islLtar the gloy
of God the Father

Let us briefly examine the seven steps of Claisxaltation:

1. God hath highly exalted Him -Jesus is seated today at
the right hand of the Majesty on high. Hebrews 1:3 tells us
that after His ascension, Christ “sat down on the right hand
of the Majesty on high.” He has the pre-eminent position in
the whole of the universe. He is next to God the Father

2. God gave Him a name which is above every name -
Peter said irActs 4:10-12 that it was through the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth that the lame man at the temple was
healed, saying, “Neither is there salvation in any other [than
Christ]: for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be savéthrist’s name, the

Lord Jesus Chrisis the only name which men can call upon

to be saved, for He alone is Lord. Joel 2:32 says, “And it shall
come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the
LORD shall be delivered ...”

3. That at the name of Jesus evgrknee should bow -
This is a fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah 45:2Bhave
sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in
righteousness, and shall not returhat unto me every knee
shall bow every tongue shall sweaBowing down on our
knees before an earthly sovereign is an act of recognition that
he is supreme and greater than we When we bow our
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knees to the Lord in prayertis an act of fidelity to our Lord,
who is the Sovereign of the universe. He is the King of Kings
and the Lord of Lords.

4. Things in heaven -All heaven gives glory unto Christ

the Lamb of GodWe read in Revelation 5:13: “And every
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them,
heard | saying, Blessing, and honcamd glory and power

be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb
for ever and everAlso, 1 Peter 3:22 says that Christ “is gone
into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and
authorities and powers being made subject unto him.”

5. Things in earth - Apart from the aforementioned verse
in Revelation 5:13, we are told in Scripture that when the
Lord returns, théntichrist (who represents the empires of
this world) will be obliged to bow his knee in defeat before
the Lamb of God. Quoting Psalm 8:6, Paul says of Christ in
Hebrews 2:8: “Thou hast put all things in subjection under
His feet.”

6. Things underthe eatth - When the Lord descended
into the earth to preach to those who were sometimes
disobedient in the days of Noah (1 Pet. 3:18-21), He released
all the OldTestament saints, and they ascended with Him to
heaven (Eph. 4:8). Many who have seen hell in visions have
testified of the awesome fear and respect that demons have
for Christ. The Apostle James said in chapter 2:19 of his
epistle, “Even the demons believe; and trenibl@&KJV).
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This same fact is recorded in Scriptures prior to the kord’
ascension, for the demons recognized Him as the Son of God
and trembled before Him, being obedient to His word (cf.
Mt. 8:29).

7. That every tongue should confess that Jesus is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father - This again is a
guotation from Isaiah 45:23-24, where Scripture states that
every tongue shall swear that in the Lord alone is
righteousnesall will have to declare that God has wrought
righteous judgment through the life of the Lord Jesus Christ,
who alone is worthy of our praise and who alone is righteous.
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CHAPTER 3

TheWorking Out of Our Salvation
2:12-18

In this brief section, Paul develops the truth that although
salvation is the Lord free gift to us, there is a part that we
must play in bringing our salvation to perfection and
completion.We must work out our own salvation with fear
and trembling; we must do it, through the enabling power of
God’s grace.

1. OUR PART (2:12)

2:12 -“Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed,
not as in my pgsence onlybut now much merin my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling.” Paul commends the Philippians that they have
always walked in obedience, not only while he was there,
but also while he was not thefiéhis is so important that we
do what is right not only when people are watching or when
we have a godly influence, but that we do what is right at
all times.

King Joash of Judah walked in the ways of the Lord while
Jehoiada the priest was living, because Jehoiada had a godly
influence upon himWhen Jehoiada died, howeydpash

turned to idolatry and no longer walked in the ways of God
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(2 Chr 24:2,15-22). Paul commends the Philippians,
therefore, for their steadfast obedience.

The Greek word translated “working out'’kateigazesthai
and could be translatefinish or do not leave half
completedThis word basically has two connotations.

First of all, it has the thought of solving or working out a
mathematical problem. Secondiy speaks of coming to
completion.Therefore, theApostle Paul is exhorting the
Philippian believers to solve the existing problems in their
lives, and to continue on until their salvation experience is
complete.Therefore, we want to press on to have a full
and complete work of salvation done in our lives.

It is a maxim of the Christian life that virtually all spiritual
experiences, virtues, and blessings of God are both
instantaneous and progressivé/le receive them
instantaneous|ybut they then must progress and develop.
There is always an initial experience, but then there is a
continual unfolding and broadening of that experience.

This is true of water baptisnwWe are baptized in water
but then we begin to walk in newness of lil&e are
instantaneously baptized in the Holy Ghost with the initial
evidence of speaking in tongues. But there is also a
progressive experience of the Holy Ghost.

Paul brings this out in his epistle to the Ephesians when he
says, “But be [beingpresent tenddilled with the Spirit”
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(Eph. 5:18).The Greek word for baptism meatuos fully
immerse and the Lord wants to fill every area of our lives
with His blessed Holy Spirit so that we manifest the nine
fruits and gifts of the Spirit.

This is true of our salvation experien®ée were instantly
saved and translated from the kingdom of darkness into
the kingdom of light. Howeveafterwards we experience
the progressive outworking of our salvation as we are
changed into the likeness of Christ. Little by little, as with
the children of Israel, the Lord deals with the enemies and
sins that still remain in our lives (see Deut. 7:22).

What is our responsibility in Gosl'great plan of salvation
for us? Basicallyit is to walk in complete obedience to
His holy Word and to obey every word that proceeds out
of His mouth (Mt. 4:4)As seen in Paw’ exhortation to
the saints in Philippi (i2),complete obediende the Lord

is our part in finishing the work of grace He has begun
in us.

2. GOD’S PART (2:13)

2:13 - “For it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasuf By His Holy Spirit, the
Lord works upon the garden of our heart to bring the fruit
of the Spirit to maturity in our liveslo accomplish this,
the Lord removes all the weeds (which speak of the works
of the flesh), and the stones (which speak of areas of
rebellion in our lives) from the garden of our hearts.
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Many times God requires things of us that are verfycdit.
When | was a young man preparing to go to Bible school,
the Lord spoke to me that | had to do something before |
could go to Bible school. He told me | had to rake and clean
out my fathers garden, which had been covered with bricks
and debris fronWorld War II. Many houses on our street
were totally destroyed during the wdirwas very hard work,
but the Lord made me willing to do it with a good attitude
and a rejoicing spirit. He even sent an angel to strengthen
me and help me finish the johfter | obeyed the Lord and
finished the garden, which my father so dearly loved, the
Lord released me to go to Bible school to prepare for
the ministry.

When the Lord requires us to do things that are vefig i,
we should pray‘Lord, make me willing to d&our will,”
for it is He who works in us to make wslling andableto
do His will.

Perhaps to understand this aspect of grace in our lives, |
would like to recount a personal experience. For us to fulfil
the Lords purpose for our lives, possessions and our loved
ones all must be placed upon the altar of God. In England,
when | was growing up, single people were taught that they
should save at least twenty-five percent of their incarnis.

| sought to do. Howeverafter | was saved | had an
extraordinary experienc&Vhile walking along a London
suburban street one dalysaw the angel of the Second
Coming of the Lord, magnificent in power and gldeaving
heavens portals and coming down toward me.
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When he was only above the roof tops of the houses across
the street, this mighty angel stopped, and his hand touched
my bank, which was at the corner of the strédéthout him
speaking, the Holy Spirit made it very clear to me that there
would be no Second Coming rapture for me as long as my
confidence resided in my bank accoditiis experience made

me very willing to relinquish and dissolve my bank balance
into the Lords work. Praise the Lord! It is He who makes us
willing to do His good pleasure.

3. RIGHT ATTITUDES IN TRIALS
(2:14-16)

2:14 -“Do all things without murmurings [or complaining]

and disputings.”The Lord is the Master Potteand as the
Master Potter He must exert extraordinary pressure upon us
(the clay) to mould us into the vessels of His choitris it
follows that we must not resist these situations that cause us
inconveniences or even $erfings.

When we complain, we limit what the Lord can do in our
lives, for complaining causes the Lord to cease His work in
that area of our live§.he consequence is that we are never
made into a vessel of honour for the Lord; instead we become
vessels of lesser value in His heavenly kingddre.could

end up being among tHeastin the kingdom of heaven
(Mt. 5:19).

The children of Israel continually murmured against the Lord
in their wilderness journegs a result, that generation never
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made it into the Promised Lanthey never experienced the
full outworking of their salvation from Egypt (see Ex. 16:2-8;
Num. 14:27-28) When we complain, in actualityour
complaints are directed against the Lord, and we are finding
fault with His all-wise plan for our lives.

David prayed in Psalm 144:14-15: “That our oxen may be
strong to labour; that there be no breaking in, nor going out;
that there be no complaining in our streets. Happy is that
people, that is in such a case: yea, happy is that people, whose
God is the LORD.There is such happiness when there is no
complaining.The ultimate goal in this life is now given by
Paul in verse 15.

2:15 -“That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of
God, without ebuke, in the midst of aawked and peferse
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the worltf¢
should be even as Christ Himself said in Matthew 10:16,
“Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be
ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.” One of
the names of Christ is the Light of the world. Howe Vs

said in Matthew 5:14, “¥ are the light of the world.”

We are called to be the light of the wofTdhe light and love

of Christ should shine forth through our liv&ge are to be
living testimonies of His grace in both word and deed, and
there should be no darkness in us.

2:16 -“Holding forth the wod of life; that | may @joice in
the day of Christ, that | have natrrin vain, neither laboed
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in vain.” We are living epistles that are read by men and
women everywheralVe do not want to be a disappointment

to those who have been our teachers and pastors over the
years—our spiritual fathers and mothers in Christ. Paul
earnestly prays that everything he has poured into the
Philippian believers will not be wasted, but that they will
succeed in their Christian walk, and bear much fruit
for eternity

(2 \

When we complain, we limit what

God does in our lives because He

ceases work in that very area

4. THE ACCEPTABLE OFFERING (2:17-18)

2:17-18 -“Yea, and if | be offed upon the sacrifice and
sewice of your faith, | joyand ejoice with you all. For the
same cause also do ye jeynd ejoice with me.” The New
King Jame¥/ersion reads: “¥s, and if | am being poured out
as a drink dering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, |
am glad and rejoice with you all. For the same reason you
also be glad and rejoice with me.”

Paul viewed his life as a drinkfefing which was being poured
out upon the sacrifice and service of the faith of the Philippian
saints. Paul and the Philippian believers weferioig mutual
service unto the Lord that was well-pleasing in His sight. Paul
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rejoiced to see his spiritual children spending their lives in
the service of God.

One of the facts of our spiritual life is that we will be required
to give an account to the Lord for not only our natural
children, but also our spiritual children in the faftk.natural
children give us joy when they are obedient, so do our
spiritual children when they excel in the Gospel of Christ
and the ministry to which the Lord has appointed them. Paul
writes in 1Thessalonians 2:19-20: “For what is our hope,
or joy, or crown of rejoicingAre not even ye in the presence
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory
and joy” Our crown in heaven is our spiritual children—
those whom we have led to the Lord and influenced for good.

In the OldTestament, every male was required to appear
before the Lord three times a year—during the Feast of
Passovelthe Feast of Pentecost, and the FeaEdloérnacles
(Deut. 16:16). Howevetthey could not appear before the
Lord empty-handedThey had to bring the fruits of the
harvests of these three feasts.

Spiritually, we cannot appear before the Lord without any
fruit. These three feasts speak of spiritual experiences.
Passoverof course, is a type of salvation. Pentecost is a
type of the baptism of the Holy SpiriThe Feast of
Tabernacles speaks of spiritual matyrity it was the time
when the crops came to full maturitye must offer to the
Lord the lives of those whom we have led to the Lord, prayed
for to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the initial
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evidence of speaking in other tongues, and led to Christian
maturity (Eph. 4:13).

Children are the crown and joy of natural parents
(Prov 17:6), and it is the same with spiritual children.
Therefore, | encourage you to go and make disciples of the
whole earth, as Jesus exhorted us to in Matthew 28:19-20:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded youAnd surely | am with you always, to the
very end of the age” (NIV). May God grant that we produce
spiritual children, like thé\postle Paul, who walk in the
ways of the Lord and give their lives for the extension of the
Gospel.
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CHAPTER 4

Timothy, the Spiritual Son
2:19-24

Now Paul speaks ofimothy—his spiritual son who gave
him so much pleasure. In Philippians 2:19-24 Paul expresses
his desire to send@imothy to the Philippian church to see
how they were doing. Before we consider this passage,
however let us briefly reviewrimothy’s background.

Timothy was a native ofyistra, a small Roman colony in the
province of Galatia not far frofharsus, Pau$ birthplace.
Timothy had a godly heritage. His father was Greek
(Acts16:1), but his mother Eunice was a Christian Jewess.
His grandmother (Eunice’ mother) was also a
believingJewess.

Paul apparently knew both of them and commended them for
their faith which they had passed onltmothy (2 Tm. 1:5).
From an early agelimothy was instructed in the Holy
Scriptures (2Tim. 3:15). Paul visited ystra on his first
missionary journey (Acts 14:6-22). It was probably at this time
that Paul meTimothy and his family

When Paul passed througkidira on his second missionary
journey Paul chose the youngmothy to be his travelling
companion (Acts 16:1-3Yimothy is called a disciple. Even
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at a young agd,imothy was deeply committed to the Lord.
He had a good report of all the brethren in the church there
and was well-respected by all. He had a good testimony before
God and man.

Becauselimothy’s father was not a Jewaul hadlrimothy
circumcised so that he would be well-accepted by the Jewish
brethren Although the Jerusalem council had declared that
physical circumcision was not necess&gul thought it was
wise in this case to giv€imothy broad acceptance among
the Jews. Howeveimn the case ofitus, who was a Gentile,
Paul did not have him circumcised because it was not
necessary (Gal. 2:3).

From this time onwardlimothy became Pawsl’companion

on many of his trips and also his closest friend and confidant.
Timothy was with Paul when he went to Berédéhen Paul

fled Berea t&Athens because of persecution, heTaftothy

and Silas behind at Berea (Acts 17:13-T%hey later joined
Paul atAthens (Acts 18:5). Paul then sefitnothy on a
mission toThessalonica (Th. 3:1-3). Laterafter Paul had
spent over two years in Ephesus and was leaving Ephesus for
Jerusalem, he sehimothy along with Erastus to Macedonia
(Acts 19:22) Timothy was there when anfefing was being
taken to the church at Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). He was with
Paul in Corinth when Paul wrote his epistle to the Romans
(Rom. 16:21).

Timothy was Pau$ most trusted and faithful friend and co-
worker. Often when Paul had a very important task which
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he himself could not do, he sdninothy in his place because
he knew he could trust hiniimothy exemplifies the words

of Proverbs 25:13: “As the cold of snow in the time of
harvest, so is a faithful messenger to them that send him:
for he refresheth the soul of his masters.” Paul said in
1 Corinthians 4:17 thalimothy was faithful in the Lord.

Timothy was a faithful messenger who did exactly what Paul
asked him to do, and he refreshed the heart of Réngnever
Paul sent him on a missidrimothy did not have any personal
agendas; he only had one thing in mind—to be faithful to do
what Paul had asked him to do.

When there were problems in the Corinthian church that
required a stern rebuke, Paul s&mhothy (1 Cor 4:17).
There was immorality in the church that Paul had to deal
with, and Paul knew that this was a very delicate situation
that could have easily explodéecet he had confidence in
Timothy that he would handle it properlpaul also sent
Timothy to the church athessalonica to comfort them
(1Th. 3:2)

Timothy was with Paul in prison at Rome when Paul wrote to
the Philippians (Phil. 1:1), and Paul writes in his epistle that
he is planning to sen@imothy to Philippi as his emissary
When Paul wrote his first epistleTanothy, Timothy was at
that time in chage of the work at Ephesus. Paul had left him
there to be the pastor of the churchebifl. 1:1-3).Timothy,
therefore, had a very important and fruitful ministry in the
Early Church.
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Timothy was a servant of the Lord (Phil. 1:1), a minister of
God, and a fellowlabourer in the Gospel with Padii{13:2).
Paul called him his dearly beloved son in the faithifl 1:2;
2Tim. 1:2; 1 Cor4:17).

Timothy is the model of a spiritual son. His life shows us
how a person should treat his spiritual fatfienothy served
Paul and was always faithful to him, even to the ¥viden
Paul wroteTimothy just before his execution in Rome, he
askedTimothy to come to him. Everyone had forsaken him
except Luke (Zim. 4:9-11). Timothy was loyal to the end.
He was faithful to Paul through the highs and the lows, the
good and the bad. He was with Paul when Paul was
experiencing great popularity and great fruitfulness in
preaching, as well as when Paul was in prison—a time when
it was a reproach to be associated with Paul.

As a spiritual son, Timothy was faithful
and loyal to Paul through the highs
and lows, to the very end

One of the greatest keys to receiving promises from the Lord
and a ministry of our own is to be faithful in another rean’
work. Christ said in Luke 16:12, “And if ye have not been
faithful in that which is another ma’who shall give you
that which is your own?” Becau3@mothy was faithful to
Paul, the Lord gave him a very fruitful ministry of his own.
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With this background ofimothy in mind, let us now consider
Pauls three-fold commendation ®fmothy in this passage.
Paul says that:

1) Timothy was like-minded (i.e. as his spiritual father)
2) Timothy would genuinely care for the Philippians
3) Timothy had proven himself

2:19-20 -“But | trust in the Lod Jesus to sendmiotheus
shortly unto you, that | also may be of good comfort, when |
know your state. For | have no man likeminded, who will
naturally cae for your state.”Paul wanted to seridmothy

to the church at Philippi so that he could come back and give
Paul a report of how they were doing. Paul had great
confidence in sendingimothy to Philippi because he was
like-minded

1. Timothy was like-minded

What a high commendatidnmothy is given by thépostle
Paul. In other wordslimothy had the same heart and mind
on matters as Paul didimothy had a kindred spirit. Paul
knew Timothy would handle things just as he would. Paul
reproduced himself ifimothy, for he had the same spirit
and vision as Paul.

So many people, and especially ministers, have self-seeking
interests, rather than seeking to do Gedll. They are seeking
to promote themselves Aslonijah did (1 Ki. 1:5). Having
been in the ministry for over 40 years, | have seen so many
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people disqualify themselves from the ministry and from their
inheritance because they are seeking their own interests. May
we have one desire in life and only one—to do the will of
God and not our own.

2. Timothy would genuinely care for them

The New King Jameseévsionof verse twenty reads: “For |
have no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your
state.”And theNewAmerican fandad Bible says, “For |
have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be
concerned for your welfareTimothy had a true shephesd’
heart. He would genuinely be concerned for their welfare and
take care of them.

In John 10:12-15, Jesus warned of men whose hearts were
not consecrated to God or His people: “But he that is an
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are
not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth:
and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sHéwp.
hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for
the sheep. | am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and
am known of mineAs the Father knoweth me, even so know

| the Father: and | lay down my life for the sheep.”

Those who work solely for compensation, which is what a
hireling (or hired hand) does, have no genuine interest in
the sheep. If wolves came out to attack the sheep, he would
flee to protect himself rather than risk his life for the sheep.
However a true shepherd cares for his sheep and would give
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his life for them. Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and He gave
His life for us. Timothy had the heart of Christ for
thePhilippians.

In the Church todaythere are mankirelingswho are not

true shepherds or pastoféie Lord spoke through Jeremiah

in chapter 23:1-2 of his prophecies: “0é&/to the shepherds
who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!’ says the
LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel against
the shepherds who feed My peopleotithave scattered My
flock, driven them awagyand not attended to them. Behold,

| will attend to you for the evil of your doings,’ says the
LORD” (NKJV). The leaders of Israel, who should have
cared for the people, instead scattered them and did not care
for them.

The Lord spoke similar words to Ezekiel, saying: “Son of
man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, proresy
say unto theni[hus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds;
Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves!
should not the shepherds feed the flocks®at the fat, and

ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye
feed not the flockThe diseased have ye not strengthened,
neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye
bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought
again that which was driven awayeither have ye sought
that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye
ruled them And they were scattered, because there is no
shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field,
when they were scattered” (Ezek. 34:1-5).
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The leaders of Israel did not feed the people of Gbeir
motives for being in the ministry were self-seekifigey only
sought to improve their lives, and increase their riches and
comforts. Many ministers follow the easy pailey seek
their own interests instead of seeking to care for $5pebple.
Timothy, howevey was not like this. Paul knew he had the
heart of a true shepherthat is why Paul later sent him to
Ephesus to be the pastor of the churches there.

2:21-22 -"For all seek their own [integsts], not the things
which ae Jesus Chrigt! But ye know the pof of him, that,
as a son with the fathdre hath sared with me in the gospel.”

We should pray that the Lord gives us spiritual sons like
Timothy who will be loyal and faithful to us. | thank God that

| have many spiritual sons and grandsons who give me so
much pleasureThey are truelimothys—wholeheartedly
serving the Lord with joy and rejoicing in service of the
Gospel. Itis a joy to send my spiritual children in my stead on
mission trips when | am unable to go myself. | know they will
be faithful ambassadors of the Gospel.

3. Timothy had proven himself

TheNew King Jameseévsionof verse twenty-two reads: “But
you know his proven character.Ahd theNew International
Version says, “But you know thatimothy has proved
himself...” The Greek worddokimefor “proof” refers to
something which has been tested and been appihuaathy
had been faithful to Paul and had proven himgéthough
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Timothy was a young man, because he proved his faithfulness,
he was used mightily of God.

Paul speaks in Timothy chapter 3 of the qualifications for
elders. He said that elders should natdiwé@ceswhich means
new converts (Tim. 3:6). Before a person can be entrusted
with a leadership position, they must first prove themselves.
Timothy was such a man.

Before Paul asked him to join him on his second missionary
journey Timothy had proven himself faithful in the local
church at stra. He had the commendation and respect of all
the brethren ther&henTimothy proved himself faithful in
everything Paul asked him to do. Little by littTEmothy
qualified himself by his faithfulness for greater opportunities
of ministry,

2:23-24 -“Him therefore | hope to send psentlyso soon as

| shall see how it will go with me. But ust in the Lod that

| also myself shall come shilyt” At this time Paul was unable

to go to Philippi, but he hoped he could in the futéhgough

at times circumstances dictate that we must send others in
our place to the mission field, there is such a longing in our

hearts to visit our loved ones in foreign lands ourselves. Paul
felt a strong desire to see his beloved friends in Philippi.

These three qualities for which Paul commenddothy

are the same qualities the Laydiboks for in a persos’life
before promoting them in the ministifherefore, if you a
have the call of God upon your life to any avenue of ministry
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or service to Him, you should study the lifeTaiothy and

ask God to work out these same qualities in your heart. Even
if you are not called to full-time ministryhe life of Timothy
should serve as a model for your personal life.
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CHAPTER 5

Epaphroditus—the Patient,

Suffering Servant
2:25-30

Epaphroditus shines forth from the pages of Holy Scripture
as a selfless servant who willingly would have died for the

sake of théd\postle Paul. Epaphroditus personifies the words

of the Lord Jesus in John 15:13: “Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”

Paul now writes of this beloved servant of the Lord,
Epaphroditus, who was a member of the church at Philippi.
He had brought a gift to Paul from the Philippian church.
While he was in Rome ministering to Paul, Epaphroditus
became very sick and nearly died.

The Apostle Paul sent him back to Philippi after he had
fully recovered, and sent this commendation of him in
verses 25-30 to the Philippians, enjoining them to honour
him and receive him back warmly

2:25 - “Yet | supposed it necessato send to you
Epaphioditus, my bother and companion in labouand
fellowsoldier but your messengeand he that ministed to
my wants.” The Apostle Paul uses four words to describe
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Epaphroditusbrother companion in labgrfellowsoldiey
andmessenger

Paul describes Epaphroditus amassengerPaul used the
Greek wordapostolos which is also translated “apostle.” By
this designation, Paul was ranking him among the apostles of
the NewTestament church. Paul also said that he “ministered”
to his needs, using the Greek wdedourgos which was a
rank of distinction accorded to those who were principal
benefactors of their cities or natioifus Epaphroditus was a
man of inestimable rank in the kingdom of God.

2:26-27 -“For he longed after you all, and was full of
heaviness, because that ye had ddhat he had been sick.
For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God haayner

on him; and not on him onlyput on me also, lest | should
have sorow upon sarow” The beauty of the character of
Epaphroditus shines forth from these verses as one who carried
the burden of the ministry very close to heart. He took to
heart the duties of caring for Paul, ministering by his side,
and fighting spiritual battles. He was an involved Christian—

a participant and not a spectator

Therefore, as Paul states in Galatians 6:17, he bore in his
body the marks of a servant of Jesus Christ. (Please see our
book entitledThe Cosswith respect to the phrase, “I bear in

my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.”)

2:28-29 -“I sent him theefore the moe caefully, that, when
ye see him again, ye magjoice, and that | may be the less
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sorrowful. Receive him thefore in the Lod with all gladness;

and hold such inaputation:” This servant of God who had
been sent by the church in Philippi as their emissary to the
Apostle was now being honourably disaed by Paul.

He was to return to the Philippian church and be received with
high esteem because he successfully fulfilled the work of the
Lord. May we likewise see that in such phases of our lives we
complete our tasks with honour for the glory of the Lord.

Epaphroditus was an involved Christian,
a partcipant, not a spectator

2:30 -“Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death,
not regading his life, to supply your lack of s&re towad

me.” Therefore, after Paul decides to send him back from the
plague-ridden city of Rome to Philippi, it is natural that he
enjoins the Philippians to receive him with all due respect.

In part, it was because of his ministry in these conditions that
he became seriously ilThe name Epaphroditus means “loyely
and certainly this companion of Paul lived up to his name.
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CHAPTER 6

The First Resurrection
3:1-15

Paul deems it necessary to warn his dear friends of certain
perils that could endanger their spiritual life and the well-
being of the church. He warns of false Christians who were
teaching doctrines contrary to ttord of God.

The main theme of this section, howeyves the first
resurrectionThis is the resurrection of all the righteous who
have qualified to rule and reign with the Lord during His
millennial reign upon eartfhis is the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus (3:14).

3:1 -“Finally , my bethren, ejoice in the Ladl. To write the
same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you
itis safe.” Before addressing their problems, Paul encourages
them to rejoice. Paud’'rejoicing spirit in the midst of such
horrendous personal trials and hardships must have been a
great source of comfort for these dear believers.

It reminds me of a well-known story in the last century of a
ship that was in a terrible storifthe passengers were ordered
not to come out on the deck. Howevene intrepid soul
clambered out, making his way with mucHidiilty onto the
wave-drenched deck and then to the pilothouse where the deck
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officer was strapped to the wheel itséfnen the deck diter
saw him, he just smiled.

The passenger then made his way back below decks where
he assured all his fellow travelers that all was well because
the deck dicer was smiling. In much the same walge
buoyant spirit of thé\postle Paul caused his dear friends to
take fresh hope in their battles with the enemy

3:2 -“Beware of dogs, bewarof evil workers, bewarof the
concision.”Paul now warns them to beware of three kinds of
people: dogs, evil workers, and those of the concision.
Throughout Scripture the terogsis used of the lowest form

of humanity It is used prophetically of those who attacked
Christ upon the cross (Ps. 22:16,20).

In the Law the price of a dog and a whore are comparable;
and neither could befefred to the Lord. Deuteronomy 23:18
says, “Thou shalt not bring the hire of a whore, or the price
of a dog, into the house of the LORD thy God for any vow:
for even both these are abomination unto the LORD thy
God.” In Revelation 22:15 dogs are likened to the most
shamelessly unclean of humanity: “For without are dogs,
and sorcerers, and whore-mongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.” Dogs in
Scripture are symbolic of homosexuals and people with
sexual uncleanness.

Evil workersare those who because of their wicked hearts
sow heresies, enyjealousyand discord in the congregations
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of God. “It is necessary thatfehces come,” said the Lord,
“but woe unto them by whom they come” (Mt.18:The
concisionwere Jewish zealots who insisted on the keeping
of the ceremonial laywhich has been done away in Christ,
in all its forms.These Jews were seeking to force the non-
Jewish Christians to become circumcised according to the
law of Moses.

In other words, they wanted to bring them back again under
the bondage of the ceremonial ldwNewTestament times,
this was perhaps one of the mosfidifit obstacles that the
early Christians faced. Even tApostle Peter was caught up

in their dissimulations (Gal. 2:12-19).

3:3 - “For we are the cicumcision, which worship God in
the spirit, and ejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence
in the flesh.” True circumcision is now explained by the
apostle. Paul developed this truth in his epistle to the Romans:
“For he is not a Jewvhich is one outwardly; neither is that
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a,Jew
which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart,
in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men,
but of God” (Rom. 2:28-29).

True circumcision is not physical circumcision which the Jews
practiced.This was given by God to point to inward
circumcision of the heart. Spiritual circumcision is the cutting
away of the sinful traits and nature we were born with. It is
replacing our hard, rebellious heart with a heart of flesh that
responds to the Lord and worships Him.
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Those who have circumcised hearts worship the Lord in the
Spirit and in truth (Deut. 10:16; 30:6), as Christ said to the
woman at the well in John 4:23: “But the hour cometh, and
now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.”
Also, we must have a rejoicing spirit, which is a manifestation
of the fruit of the Holy SpiritAnother sign of a circumcised
heart is that we have no confidence in the flesh (all pride is
dealt with), and we rely completely upon the Lord.

True Righteousness
There are basically two forms of righteousness:

1. Our own righteousnessvhich comes from seeking to be
righteous by the works of the lawg roundly condemned in

the Scriptures. It leads gelf-righteousnes#\s Isaiah 64:6

tells us, all of our righteousness is as filthy rags, meaning
those used by a menstrous woman which are an abomination
even in the sight of men, let alone in the sight of a holy God.
The point s that our righteousness is not accepted by the Lord.
Only the righteousness that comes by faith in the shed blood
of Jesus Christ is accepted by God.

2. The righteousness of Christhich is received by the faith
of God.

These two aspects of righteousness are now addressed by Paul.
To have the true righteousness that comes alone from God,
we must repudiate our own righteousness.
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3:4 -*Though | might also have confidence in the flesh. If

any other man thinketh that he hath wéd@rhe might wst

in the flesh, | ma@:” Now the apostle seeks to show his

friends that if ever there was one who could trust in his own
righteousness, it certainly was Paul.

3:5 -“Cir cumcised the eighth dagf the stock of Israel, of
the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebw of the Helews; as
touching the lawa Pharisee;” The Pharisees were a class
of Jews who sought to keep every jot and tittle of the law
They were scrupulous in every detail of the law of Moses,
but had added a lot of additional rules and regulations that
the Lord condemned.hese traditions of men held people
in bondage to the letter of the lahindering them from
fulfilling the spirit of the law—which is mercy and justice
(Mt. 23:23).

This is clearly seen in the life of Saul Bdrsus, who was
one of the most ardent persecutors of Christians before his
conversion on the road to Damascus. He did not show forth
the fruits of love, mergyand compassion in his dealings
with the saints. But when the grace of God apprehended his
life, he began to major on these important issues of life.

3:6 - “Concerning zeal, persecuting the clerr touching

the righteousness which is in the laiMameless.”
Nonetheless, according to the letter of the law he was without
fault; allbeit he had to recognize later in life that he was the
chief of sinners because he had blasphemed the name of
Jesus, the Son of God Tim. 1:13-15).
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3:7 -"But what things wee gain to me, those | counted loss
for Christ.” Paul realized that all his righteousness according
to the law would not benefit him. Instead, it was an obstacle
that caused him to oppose the gospel message of salvation by
faith in Christ Jesus.

3:8 -“Yea doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my: f@rwhom

| have suffexd the loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ.’Like Paul, our own good works,
however meritorious they may appear in the sight of man,
cannot save us or bring us to the knowledge of Christ, in whom
alone is salvation and true righteousness.

3:9 - “And be found in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the ldwt that which is though

the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by
faith.” It is by being in Christ and having Him in us that
we receive the gift of God’righteousness by faith.
Habakkuk 2:4, “The just shall live by His faith [that is, the
faith of the Son of God]

Qualifications for the First Resurrection (3:10-11)

3:10-11 - “That | may know him, and the power of his
resurection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death; If by any means | might attain
unto the esurection of the dead.”"Here we see the deepest
heart cry of théApostle PaulWith all that was in him, he
wanted to qualify for the first resurrection spoken of in
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Revelation 20:6: “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with him a thousand yearsThere are two specific
resurrections of the saints: the first resurrection, which takes
place at the Second Coming of Christ, and the general
resurrection, which takes place after the 1,000 year reign of
Christ upon earth.

(2 3

There are two specific
resurrections
of the saints. We want to qualify

for the first resurrection to

rule and reign with Christ

N\ D

Not all Christians will have part in the first resurrection.
This is only for the overcoming saints who will be resurrected
and receive their glorified bodies to live and reign with the
Lord during His 1,000 year reign upon eaiffhis is made
very clear in theNord of God.The Apostle Paul said in
Philippians 3:10-1: “That | may know him, and the power
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of hisfetihgs, being
made conformable unto his death; If by any means | might
attain unto the resurrection of the deathe€Apostle Pauk
desire and goal was to qualify for (attain unto) the first
resurrection spoken of in Revelation 20:6.

This word “resurrection” Paul uses in Philippiansl3id a
compound word in the Greek which is used only here. It
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meansthe out-esurection flom among the dead his
implies that only some of the dead are raised at this time,
not all of them. Paul wanted to be in this special, select group
of “called out ones from among the dead.” Obviouglit
could be automatically assumed that one will be resurrected
at this time just because one is a beliePaul would never
have sought to qualify to be in this group.

Thus only a select group of believers who are holy will be
resurrected at the time of the Second Comirtgey will
receive their glorified bodies and rule and reign with Christ
during His millennial reignThey will be kings and priests
who teach the Lord’statutes to the natiornghe rest of the
saved and unsaved will not be resurrected until after the
Lord’s 1,000 year reign, when all will appear before the Lord
to give an account of their lives (Re0:12-15).

In Philippians 3:10, Paul gives us four qualifications that
must be worked out in our lives in order for us to have a part
in the first resurrection:

That | may know Him

That | may know the power of Hissurection
That | may know the fellowship of His sufferings
Being made conformable to His death

A\

We will now look at these four qualifications for the first
resurrection in some detail. Because this portion is the main
theme of the Philippian epistle, we will cover it in greater
detail than the other themes of the book.
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1. THAT I MAY KNOW HIM

Paul’s ever increasing desire in life was to know Christ more
and more. He cried out, “That | may know HinTHis was
written six years before his deathe Apostle Paul was a
man who had already met Christ on the road to Damascus
nearly thirty years before. He had seen the Lord many times,
and had even visited the third heaven, and yet his cry was,
“I want to know Christ in a more intimate wayYbu see,

we must never plateau in our Christian walle must ever
have a progressive, ongoing vision and desire to know Christ
more every day and to behold Him in all of His beauty

The Greek word Paul uses for “know” ggnoskq which
means “a personal knowledgelhis comes through the
closest and most intimate relationship possiBlie.you
know in life, it is when you live with a person (like your
husband or wife) that you really get to know him, and what
he likes and what he doesiiike. Well, that was Paud’
desire. He wanted to know the Lord in such an intimate
way that he knew how to please Hifrhis should be our
goal in lifetoo.

To know the Lord really means to know what He is like—to
know Him by His characteWell, what is Christ like? In
Exodus 34:6 the Lord revealed Himself to Moses through
five attributes of His charactefAnd the Lord passed by
before him, and proclaimed;he Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, longsiefring, and abundant in
goodness and truth” (Ex. 34:@hen in the Newestament



86 Hitting the Mark

in Matthew 11:29, Christ used two other words to describe
Himself: “I am meek and lowly in heart.”

Christ wants to be known by these seven attributess Let’
now look at these seven attributes of Christ to get an idea
of what He is like so that we may know Him in this why

is so important to study these aspects of the character of
Christ because itis as these same qualities are worked out
in our lives by the grace of God that we can come to know
Christ intimately

7 S

SevenAttributes of Christ

Merciful

Gracious

Longsufering
Abundant in Goodness
Abundant inTruth
Meek

Lowly

N\ J

1. Merciful. The Hebrew wordachuwmfor “merciful”
meansfull of compassionChrist said, “I desire mercy and
not sacrifice” (Mt. 12:7 - NKJV). Mercy is the highest attribute
of God, for it is above His lawn theTabernacle of Moses,
the Mercy Seat (a thin sheet of gold) coveredAtitkeof the
Covenant, which contained the two tables of stone upon which
the law was written. Even when a person has broken the law

NooabkowbdhPE
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it is God’s prerogative to show merd@hrists desire is that
none should perish (2 Pet. 3:9).

A beautiful example of Gos’merciful nature is found in
Hosea 1:8-9.After speaking of all the sins of the backsliding
tribe of Ephraim, the Lord gives the reason why He is not
going to destroy Ephraim, but show them meidg says,
“For 1 am God and not man.” Christ is the merciful high priest,
and He wants us to be merciful. He said, “Blessed are the
merciful: for they shall obtain merdy

2. Gracious. The wordgraciousmeans “to bend or stoop

in kindness to an inferiot Graciousness is a
warmheartedness that flows out to those in neégulacious
person not only sees and hears the needs of others, but does
something to help thenThe gracious nature of the Lord
can be seen in His treatment of King David. David said in
Psalm 40:1-2: “[The Lord] inclined unto me, and heard my
cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible pittie Lord
heard Davids cry and lifted him up out of the pit of adultery
We should be gracious in our actions and words to others.
All of Israel marveled at the gracious words that came forth
from the lips of Jesus (Lk. 4:22). May we be gracious as our
wonderful Lord.

3. Longsuffering. The literal Hebrew meaning of
longsufferings “one who has a long nosd.he reason why

the derivation of longstgring comes from this meaning is
because in the Hebrew culture a person with a short nose was
looked upon as someone who would breathe very rapidly



88 Hitting the Mark

being a person of passion who could become angry very
quickly. However in their minds a person with a long nose
would breathe in measured steps, and thus would not be
quick to become angryrhis is the word the Lord used to
describe Himself.

He isslowto angerHe is very patient and waits for a long
time for His people to change. He waited for a hundred and
twenty years in the days of Noah for people to change from
their wicked ways so that He would not have to judge them
(1 Pet. 3:20). Isaiah 30:18 says, “And therefore will the Lord
wait, that he may be gracious unto yottie Lord does not
desire to judge us, so He frk with us for a very long
time, hoping that we will change so that He can be gracious
unto us.

God endured the wickedness of King Manasseh because
He knew one day he would respond to His grace and change
(2 Chr. 33).The Lord wants to develop this same virtue in
our lives. Paus life of sufering was not in vain; his life is
held up to all generations as a pattern of lonfgsufg (1

Tim 1:16).

4. Abundant in Goodness. The Hebrew word
“checed” forgoodnessneans “lovingkindness.” Goodness
can be seen in a practical illustration of lovingkindness
toward men whose only claim is their misfortune, such as
Job in his hour of need. He said in Job 6:14, Kim that is
afflicted pity should be showed from his friendhe same
Hebrew word for goodness is here translated W want
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to open our hands wide to do good to others (Deut. 15:8).
Goodness also meatwsbe incapable of doing evil to others
Many years ago, the Lord appeared to me and saoaicil
me, | am altogether goodWe want to have the goodness of
the Lord worked out in our lives.

5. Abundant in Truth. Christis also abundant in truth.

| would like to consider two aspects of truth. First of all, in
the Hebrewtruth means “steadfastness, faithfulness, and
reliability.” The Lord declared in John 17:17, “Thy word is
truth.” What God says, He will d®@hen God speaks to us
and says He will do something, we can absolutely count on it
because He is the essence and embodiment of truth, and He
is utterly reliable, as are His wordssecond aspect of truth
can be seen in the Losddbwn words in John 14:6: “I am the
way, thetruth, and the life.” He is truth, and truth is light.
There is a liberating power in truth that dispels all darkness
(JIn. 8:32).

6. Meek. Meekness describes Christ more adequately
probably than any other single woWthen John introduced
Jesus to Israel, he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God”
(JIn. 1:29,36).

A lamb has a very meek nature. It does not complain when it
is sheared of all that it has (its wool); it just quietly submits to
its shearers. Isaiah 53:7 says of Christ, “He was oppressed,
and he was #icted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought
as a lamb to the slaughtand as a sheep before her shearers
is dumb, so he openeth not his moutWhen Christ was



90 Hitting the Mark

reviled, He reviled not again (1 Pet. 2:23). Meekness is the
quality of spirit that accepts the dealings of God in our lives
as working together for our good, without resisting or

disputing. Meekness could also be described as “the
servant spirit.”

7. Lowly. This quality of Christ is often linked with
meekness. Zechariah prophesied of Christ, “Behold, thy King
cometh unto thee ... lowlyand riding upon an ass” (9:9).
When Christ made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem the
week of His death upon the cross, He came as the lowly servant
riding upon an ass, not as the conquering King riding upon a
regal, white horse. Christ was lowly in heart.

True lowliness is exemplified by a servant who has no will or
agenda of his own, but is under the orders of his master
seeking only to do his will. Jesus relinquished His throne-
rights and became totally dependent upon His Fashgmg

in John 5:19, “I can do nothing of myself.”

To truly know Christ not only involves knowing Him as the
King of Kings upon the throne of His gloys the Captain of
the Lords host, or as the great Heal®o really know His
heart, we need a revelation of Him as the Servant of all who
is clothed with the garments of meekness and lowliness. He
said, “I am meek and lowly

The Lord says in Isaiah 57:15, “For thus saith the high and
lofty One that inhabiteth eternjtyyhose name is Holy; | dwell
in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite
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and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to
revive the heart of the contrite onealthough Christ inhabits
the throne of gloryHe humbles Himself to be a servant to us
and to dwell with the lowlyWe must have His mergcy
graciousness, longdefing, goodness, truth, meekness, and
lowliness worked out in our lives in order to really know
Christ! May our perpetual desire and prayer be, “That | may
know Him!” As we press on to know Him, we shall become
like Him.

We must neverplateau in our Christian
walk. We must have an ongoing vision,
and ever seek to know Christ
more and more each day

2. THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION

The Apostle Paul wrote Philippians 3:10 under the
inspiration of the Holy SpiritTherefore, the order of the
phrases is divine and with specific purpose. “That | may
know Him” comes before “the power of His resurrection.”
We must have an intimate personal relationship with Him
and know Him, having His character worked out in our lives,
in order to be clothed upon with and participate in the power
of His resurrection.

When Paul introduced the thought of knowing the power of
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, he was careful in his choice
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of the Greek word for “know The word he chose emphasizes
that this knowledge is not an intellectual appreciation of that
tremendous powale have already noted that “to know Him”
means to have a very intimate, personal relationship with
Christ.To knowthe power of His resurrection means that we
are an intimate partaker of that same power

Preparation for the Power of His Resurrection

God prepares His vessels before He uses thamis illustrated
throughout Scripture, and today He is preparing us so that we
can be vessels through which He can channel His tremendous
power Moses, the meekest man in the earth, was the one who
beheld the likeness of the Lord. In Psalm 103:7 we find that
Moses was the one who knew the ways of God, and who
manifested the greatest power that any man ever manifested
throughout the history of mankind.

In 2 Corinthians 3:7-8 th&postle Paul uses Moses as a type
of what God is going to do in the last days of the Chagzh

If the glory demonstrated through Moses was extraordinary
during the age of the Lawhink of what it will be like in the
New TestamentAge and in our time. In our days the
demonstration of the power of the Spirit of God will be even
greaterlsaiah 60:2 says that in these last days the actual glory
of God will be seen upon His people.

In Zechariah 4:14 there is an illustration of “the two anointed
ones, who stand by the Lord of the whole earTihi% refers
specifically to Moses and Elijah, but they also represent two
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companies of God’'people in the last days. Moses represents
the ministry of the teacheand Elijah represents the mighty
ministry of the prophet.

The prophet Zechariah also saw “a candlestick of pure gold”
(Zech. 4:2). From this golden candlestick, which had seven
lamps, oil flowed forth. In the Ol@lestament the candlestick
represented the Holy Spirit and the ministry of the Holy Spirit,
while the seven lamps represented the seven spirits of God,
the anointing upon the Lord Jesus Chridtere is a key
principle embodied in the candlestick. In order to be prepared,
it had to be tried in the fire and purifiethen it had to sdér

blow after blow in the heat of the furnace diiefion so it
could be formed and made into a vessel that was fit to have
the oil (anointing) of God flow through it.

So, too, “the power of His resurrection” is only going to flow
through those who pass through the first step of knowing
Christ and have the attributes of the nature of Christ worked
out in their lives.

The Greatness of the Power of His Resurrection

The Early Church saw great power released. Paul said that
“Jesus Christ was declared to be the Son of God with power
according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from
the dead” (Rom. 1:4). In 1 Corinthians 2:4-5,Alp@stle Paul

said, “And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing
words of mars wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of powerThat your faith should not stand in the wisdom
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of men, but in the power of GodThis is a power greater
than that which we have seen in todaiglease of the Holy
Spirit. A new move of God is coming very sodimne last day
Church will experience a far greater power than the Early
Church experience@his mighty power of God that is coming

is the resurrection power by which Jesus was raised from the
dead and declared to be the Son of God.

When my wife and | went to Israel, we saw the empty tomb
and the place where the Losdiody was laidWVe are told in

the Scriptures that the power of God came into that tomb and
Christ was raised from the dead.

However Christ was not raised aloriéhere were also others

He released at that time. Before the cross, the righteous went
down to Paradise when they died (1 Sam. 28). Paradise was
somewhere beneath the earth, and was the abode (or resting
place) of the righteous.

When Christ was raised from the bowels of the earth, He took
all the righteous with Him to heavehhe mighty power of

the resurrection of Jesus was so great that all the gates and
strongholds of hell could not prevail against it. It not only
released Christ from the grave, but also all theTektament
saints who were captive in the heart of the earth.

Paul prayed that the Spirit-filled church at Ephesus might
know “what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-
ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from
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the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly
places” (Eph. 1:19-20). Paul wants us to understand how great
is this mighty resurrection power

We need a revelation, which only God can give, for the eyes
of our understanding to be enlightened (Eph.1:18). Only then

can we fully understand the magnitude of the power of God

that was released at the specific moment when Christ was
raised from the heart of the earth and multitudes ascended
with Him.

The Church and Resurrection Power

In John 5:19 Jesus said, “The Son can do nothing of himself,
but what he seeth the Father do.” In this statement, there is a
key to the release of the power of Gaslthe Lord Jesus Christ
watched His FatheHe showed Him what to do and then the
Son did those thing&Vhen Christ taught His disciples, He
showed them what to do (how to heal the sick, cleanse lepers,
raise the dead, and cast out devils - see Mt. 10Th8)Church
today needs to manifest the works and miracles of JElses.
Pentecostal movement in France, for example, came into being
and grew because people followed Jesus and were used by God
to heal the sick.

Before He went to the cross, Jesus made an amazing statement:
“He that believeth on me, the works that | do shall he do also;
and greater works than these shall he do; because | go unto
my Father” (Jn. 14:12). Because of the resurrection, there is a
greater power available to the Church of Jesus Christ than
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the power that was in operation before the cidesare going
to experience the same anointing that was upon Jesus, but in
a far greater measure.

In a small measure, the resurrection power of God was
manifested by the early apostles. For example, the very shadow
of Peter healed the sick (Acts 5:15-18s0, “God wrought
special miracles by the hands of Paul: so that from his body
were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the
diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of
them” (Acts 19:1-12).

But in the last days, whole communities and nations are going
to be blanketed by the resurrection power of Gaéellive in
exciting timesWe need to begin to ask the Lord for the power
of His resurrection. It comes as we press on to know Christ
and seek to have His character worked out in our lives.

3. THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS
SUFFERINGS

The third qualification that th&postle Paul lays down for us

to participate in the first resurrection is that we must know
“the fellowship of His suerings.” The thought oknowing
means to actually participate in the fewnings of Christ.
Fellowship is based upon common experiengés.cannot
really fellowship with those with whom we have little in
common.Therefore, to really know the Lord, we must
experience what He experienced, and, beloved, this
includes sutering.
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Years ago, my wife had open-heartgauny on both of her
heart valves which had been eaten away by a bacterial
infection. She was haemorrhaging profusely after the second
suigery and was in so much pain that she began to complain
just a little bit. The Lord spoke to her: “Do not make any
provision for the fleshAudrey. | am ofering you a more
excellent wayThis can be aardealor it can be anpportunity

for My grace to be poured into you so you will know that My
grace is suicient.”

Many Christians have problems understanding the place and
purpose of painShould Christians suffer pain, whether in
their body soul, or spiritAMell, if we want to be an overcomer
and have part in the first resurrection, we must know the
fellowship of Christs suferings.There is only one way to
know the fellowship of Chris$’ suferings, and that is to
experience His stdrings ourselves.

Suffering is a common part of life, and a major theme in the
Bible. It is only through sd#ring that we can come to know
Jesus as the Man of sorrows who is acquainted with grief
(Isa. 53:3).

While we delight to know the Lord as Jehovah-Rapha our
Healer to know Him fully we must experience the fellowship
of His suferings. Paul said, “If we stdr, we shall also reign
with him” (2 Tim. 2:12). Suflering with Jesus is the only
way to the throne, and it is the only way we are going to
attain unto the first resurrection. Our attitude infestimg
determines whether it is going to be an ordeal (and an
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obstacle) or a wonderful opportunity to grow in our
relationship with the Lord.

Now we need to look at the tkfent aspects of Christ’

sufferings, because if we are going to go on with the Lord we
will suffer these same things, and we need to know how to
triumph in them.

p
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The Sufferings of Christ

N
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He sufered in the area of bodily appetites

(Mt. 4:3).

He sufered in His soul (Mt. 4:6).

He sufered in His spirit (Mt. 4:8).

He sufered in His body (Isa. 52:14; 50:6).
He sufered reproach (Ps. 69:20).

He sufered in the area of His will (Lk. 22:42)
He sufered in the area of His reputatiof
(Jn.8:41).

He was tempted to wrongly use the power
God to save Himself (Mt. 26:68).

He sufered spiritual barrenness (Isa. 53:2
His faith was tested (Mt. 4:3 - “if thou be thg
Son of God”).

He sufered in His physical life (Jn. 7:1)
The Jews sought to kill Him.

P

f
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7 3

The Sufferings of Christ

12. He was forsaken by loved ones (Jn. 6:66

13. He experienced betrayal (Mt. 26:48-49).

14. He sufered denial (Mt. 26:69-75).

15. He sufered in seeing a loved one f&arf—
His mother (Jn. 19:26).

16. His people, even His own brothers, did not
believe in Him (Jn. 7:5).

17. He sufered martyrdom (Lk. 23:46).

N\ J

The way to triumph in stéring is to rejoice. Our attitude is
so important, for our attitude determines whether we
fellowship with Jesus in stdrings. May we “for the joy set
before us” endure sigrings that we might know the Lord
in a very intimate way (Heb. 12:2).

(@)
N

4. BEING MADE CONFORMABLE UNTO
HIS DEATH

The fourth qualification for the first resurrection is that we
must be made conformable to the death of Christ. “Being
made conformable to His death” should be considered in
two aspects:

1.) A daily way of life; and
2.) A goal to be realized by the end of our
earthly life.
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Dying Daily

We must first of all realize the necessity of dying dasul
testified in 1 Corinthians 15:31, “I die dailyWhat he meant

is that every day he died to self (his will, desires, and
ambitions). Paul said in 2 Corinthians %12, “For we which

live are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.
So then death worketh in us, but life in you.”

Dying daily does not imply morbidityout rather wonderful

victory. It is death to the old man, that Christ may release His
life through us, through our new man (Christin us). Itis essential
that we have an initial experience or encounter with the Lord
before we can live and progress in this glorious state of victory

The initial encounter is found in Romans 6:6“Knowing

this (signifying a knowledge born out of an experience, not
merely an intellectual appreciation of a trutigt our old man

was cucified with Christ.” This is an experience whereby we
know that we are dead to our old nature and that we are alive in
Christ.Thus, when Paul wrote in Galatians 2:20, “l am crucified
with Christ,” he was just stating a fa&t with all experiences,

this comes through the sovereign grace of the Lord, as well as
through our desire

Ezekiel 36:37 says, “I will yet for this be inquired of by the
house of Israel to do it for themThe Lord is speaking here
about the work of sanctification promised in verses 25-29 of
this same chaptekn honest, earnest seeking of the Lord will
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result in a deeper cleansing that will bring forth a cry from our
spirit, because He has witnessed His truth to our hearts. From
that time we will be able to salgecause we know it in our
hearts: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not

[, but Christ liveth in me.From this initial experience there
follows the dailyreckoningand outworking of that which the
Holy Spirit has written upon our heart—that our old man is
dead, crucified with Christ (see Rom. 5:12).We must daily

cry out to the Lord to help us not yield our members to
unrighteousness, but to righteousness (Rom. 6:13).

Paul emphasizes the same point of the ongoing and ever
deepening experience of dying to self in 2 Corinthiakghen
pouring out his heart to the Corinthian church, Paul said in
verses 10-12: “Always bearing about in the body the dying of
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our bodyFor we which live are always delivered
unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in
us, but life in you.”

How can we make this truth clear? Compare these verses with
Romans 15:3: “For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it
is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell
on me.” In this verse we see two aspects of dying daily:

1) We should seek to please the Lord, not
ourselves;and

2.) We should embrace the reproaches (or
afflictions) of Christ.
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First of all, we must lay aside our will, and not seek to please
ourselvesWe begin to seek only to please the Lord and not to
fulfil our own desires, yielding also to the wishes of others

Paul amplifies this truth in Romans 15:1, where he said, “W
then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak,
and not to please ourselvesliis means that we should yield

to the whims, foibles, desires, and wishes of a weaker brother
We should especially seek to please the other in marriage.
That is where this should be developed the most.

Dying daily also includes sigrings. Just as the master potter
kneads, hammers, and squeezes the clay (to remove all traces
of air and every foreign substance) before fashioning it into
the desired vessel, so our loving Heavenly Father permits
persecutions and troubles to work deep within our beings to
rid us of all hidden imperfections.

The result of dying daily is that we release life to others and
also to ourselves. Life can only come through death. Jesus
made this very clear when He said in John 12:24, “Except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone:
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” Every time we elect,

by the grace of God, to die (to our will) in any given situation,
we are releasing the life of Jesus to anotisio, our own
spiritual life will grow by leaps and bounds, and the fruits of
the Spirit will come to maturity in our lives.

Also, we should be prepared at any moment for our life to
end, and to stand before the Lord and give an account of our
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lives. None of us knows when our time to die will come, so
we should always be preparédye should daily die to
ourselves and live totally for Jesus, and if we do, we can be
confident that when our time comes to go be with the Lord,
we will be more than conquerors through Him who loved us.
Let us, therefore, seek to be made conformable unto His death.

The Mark (3:12-14)

3:12 - “Not that | have aleady attained, or am aady
perfected; but | prss on, that | may lay hold of that for which
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me” (NKJV).

Paul had accomplished much in life, yet he knew that God
still had so much more for him to d&/e must never become
satisfied in the Christian life with one level of blessing, but
as did Paul six years before his death, we, too, must ever
press on.

3:13-14 -“Br ethren, | count not myself to have aphended:
but this one thing | do, fgetting those things which er
behind, and eaching foth unto those things which ar
[ahead], | press towad the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

God did not choose us only to save us from hell, which we
rightly deserved, but we were apprehended by God for a
specific work—with a mark to hit and a course to finish!
This is the theme of this book. For Paul, his mission was to
be theApostle to the Gentiles.



104 Hitting the Mark

We each have an individual mark to

hit, and a course to finish. May we

fulfil all that God has called us
to do and win Christ!

TheApostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27: “Do you not
know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the
prize? Run in such a way that you may obta#nt everyone
who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now
they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an
imperishable crowrTherefore | run thus: not with uncertainty
Thus | fight: not as one who beats the Rirt | discipline my
body and bring it into subjection, lest, when | have preached
to others, | myself should become disqualified” (NKJV). Paul
was running to win the prize—to cross the finish line and win
Jesus Christ!

To finish our race in life and accomplish all that God has
purposed for our lives, we must first seek Him to find out what
our calling is.The high calling of God for every believer is
Philippians 3:10-1—that we might qualify to be kings and
priests who will rule and reign with Christ in the Millennium.
That is Gods ultimate and best for every Christian.

However God also has specificcalling for each individual
believer that is unique to hirVe want to press on to obtain
God’s best for our lives.
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In order to finish the race, we mustget those things which are
behind (v13).We have to faget the past and press o must

leave behind our former life and all our former ambitions and
dreams, seeking only one thing in life—to win the ratsa, we

must lay aside everything that will weigh us dowthen runners
prepare for a race, they seek to be as light as possible and wear
light clothing so that they are not weighed down.

As Christians, we must dedicate our lives to winning the race.
This involves laying down things, even good things, that will
distract us and weigh us down. Paul says in Hebrews 12:1, “...
Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset [or entangle] us, and let us run with patience the race that
is set before us.”

Another way to look at pressing toward the mark of the high
calling of God is through the example ofaanow. The whole
purpose of an arrow is that it will hit the mark when it is shot
forth. The life of Christ can be seen in this w&rist was the
Arrow of His FatherThis thought is developed in Isaiah 49:2:
“And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow
of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in
his quiver hath he hid me.”

There are basically two parts to an arrow: the arrowhead made
of steel like a sword and the polished shaft made of wood.
The arrowhead is the sharp point of the ariivis speaks of

the Word of God, which is like a sharp two-edged sword.
God wants to write Hi%Vord in our hearts and minds, and
put HisWord in our mouths.
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The second aspect of the development of an arrow is that the
wooden shaft must be polished so that when it flies through the
air, the aerodynamical forces will not deflect it oburse due

to any rough edge on the shdthis takes a great amount of
time. It is during this time that the Lord works in our lives and
smoothes all the “rough edges.”

An arrow which has a sharp arrowhead and a polished shaft is
placed in the quiver of the archer until it is time to be shot forth
toward its markAs it was with Christ, this is one of the most
difficult times in our preparatiokiVe are ready and yet we seem

to be going nowhere, “spinning our wheels” as it wée¢ God

is doing a further work of refining in our lives, mellowing us.
Then at His appointed time, we are set in our course; and how
well we responded to our time of preparation determines whether
we will hit the mark or be deflectedfaiurse.

We have to learn to overcomdeices, for if we domn, we will

be taken dfcourse by one thing or anothes in the case of
Barnabas (Acts 15:36-41). Barnabas becafeadéd because
Paul did not want to take his nephew John Mark with them on
their second missionary journey

Paul, howevelhad very good reasons for not wanting to take
Mark with them again. Mark had deserted them on their first
missionary journgyand Paul did not think it was wise for
him to go with them at that time.

Barnabas, because of human ties, becafeaadd¢d. He took
Mark with him and sailed to Cyprus—which probably was
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his home country (Acts 4:36)—and he is never heard of again
in Scripture. Silas took his place and went with Paul, having
the blessing of the church (Acts 15:40). Rememibekcts

13 the Lord revealed through the Holy Spirit the call that
was upon the lives of Barnabas and Pahky were called

to minister to the Gentile¥et Barnabas never finished his
course; he never hit Galimark for his life.

What happened to a man who started out so well and had so
much potential and so many promises? Barnabas was called
of God, anointed of God iActs 13, and shot forth as an
arrow with Paul toward the mark of Gotet he fell short of

the mark of God best for his life—he wasteflected arow,

a disqualified unner The problem is that Barnabas became
offended. He took up the feince of John Mark, and it
destroyed him. How sad indeed, because in the end Mark
overcame his immaturifybecame profitable unto Paul

(2 Tim. 4:11), and was used by God to write the Gospel that
bears his name. In the end, Mark did triumph; yet Barnabas,
because he wasfehded, never finished his course.

We must realize that God has a very specific plan for each
of our lives.The Lord has a blueprint for our lives, and when
we die we are held accountable as to whether or not we
finished our coursé@ he Lord made this so clear to me many
years ago when | asked Him to end my life and take me to
heaven because of the terrible opposition and persecution |
was facing at that tim&@he Lord granted my request, and |
physically diedWhen | got to heaven, the Lord showed me
the whole of my life from my childbirth until the time | died.
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Yet | saw that there was much more God had purposed for
my life, but | had not finished itres, | was a Christian,
and | made it to heaven, but | had not hit Goahark for

my life!

| hope none of you ever experiences the terrible agony | felt
in my spirit. | knew | had died before my appointed time.
After | pleaded with the Lord to send me back to earth and
give me another chance to finish my course, He graciously
revived me and my spirit came back into my body

Since that time, the burden upon my heart for the Church of
Jesus Christ is that every believer finishes his course, as Christ
did. As the Lord was preparing to go to the cross, He said to
His Father in John 17:4, “I have glorified thee on the earth: |
have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.” Christ
had come to the earth to be the Lamb of God who would die
for the sins of the world, and He finished His course.

We want to be able to say with Paul at the end of our lives: “I
am now ready to be fefred, and the time of my departure is
at hand. | have fought a good fighbave finished my course

| have kept the faith” (Zim. 4:6-7).We want to be runners
that win the race and win the prize; and arrows that hit$God’
predetermined mark for our lives.

Determine in your heart today that you are not going to be
satisfied with second best, but only with Godeéry best for
your life. May we ever press on forGod’s highest, not
settling for second best.
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3:15 -“Let us theefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded:
and if in any thing ye be otheise minded, God shakveal
even this unto you.This verse is dffcult to understand in
English, but what it really means is that a person who has
come to a degree of maturity in Christ should still be pressing
on in order to fulfill all that the Lord has purposed for him
upon this earthThere is no relaxation or retirement for the
Christian We must redeem every minute of the,dayd make
every moment count for eternity

As Paul closes this section, he tells us that if we are not totally
fulfilling God’s purposes for our lives, we may with confidence
expect that the Lord will reveal it to us. God will convict us if
we are erring in an area of our liv@fie Lord made it very
clear to my wife and | many years ago that a born-again Christian
never suddenlfialls into sin, as the catch phrase of today goes.
Before a person backslides and commits sin, he has ignored
many warning signs by the Lord.

The Lord puts checkpoints along every path that leads to sin.
The Lord warns us again and again. Only after a person has not
listened to the Lord will he fall into siherefore, if we listen to

the Lord, we never have to fear about goirfgcotirse. He is

able to keep us from falling (Jude 1:24l).we have to do is be
sensitive to Him and respond to what He is saying, and we will
attain unto the fullness of the stature of Christ and be presented
faultless and blameless before His throne with great joy

May we be as Daniel, who was told at the end of his life that
that he would stand in his appointed place in heaven. He hit the
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mark for his life, as did John the Baptist, of whom the Scriptures
testify that he “finished his course” (Acts 13:25).
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CHAPTER [

Paul the Example
3:16-21

After making known our spiritual and heavenly goal, which is
to have Christ formed in us and to fulfil our ministry so that we
can be kings and priests serving Him throughout etethity
Apostle Paul now speaks of our spiritual walk.

This is a theme he also develops in his epistle to the Ephesians,
which is governed by three wordst, walk, andstand We are
seatedn heavenly places with Christ, and then from that position
of authority we are tavalk worthy of that heavenly vocation,
which will enable us tstandand resist the attacks of the enemy

3:16 -“Nevertheless, wheto we have adrady attained, let us
walk by the samaeite, let us mind the same thingfheApostle

Paul exhorts us to walk according to this maxim of continually
pressing on and reaching forward toward the goal as does an
athlete in order to cross the finish linde must walk with
determination, and not let anything deflect us. Let our minds
be set and fixed on the goal.

Followers Together of Christ

3:17 -“Br ethren, join in following my example, and note those
who so walk, as you have us for a pattern” (NKJRwI5 life
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was without blemish; therefore, he could openly invite his fellow
Christians not only to listen to his preaching, but also to imitate
his way of life (see chapter 4:9)ery few men or women
throughout the centuries of the Chufgpe would be able to
offer themselves as an example to be followed.

Not only does thépostle Paul der himself as a model of
Christian living, but he also encourages the Philippians to
emulate those who are with him. Paul also said in
1 Corinthians 1.1, “Be ye followers [or imitators] of me,
even as | also am of Christ.”

Now his tone changes to chagrin as he mentions others who
do not have such a shining testimony:

3:18-19 -“(For many walk, of whom | have told you often,
and now tell you even weeping, that they thre enemies of
the cioss of Christ: Whose end is destiion, whose God is
their belly and whose glgr is in their shame, who mind
earthly things.)” In all probability Paul is referring to
Christians who have been led astray by the teachings of the
GnosticsThe Gnostics were a sect which taught, among other
heretical things, that it did not matter how one lived in the
flesh.They diminished the importance of the moral standards
upheld in theNord of God.The Gnostics had infiltrated the
Early Church by this time, and they were corrupting the purity
of the Gospel of Christ.

They not only excused sin, but openly encouraged the most
vile immoral practices, teaching that a man was not complete
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until he had experienced everything that life had fierdboth
good and bad. Paul is quick to point to the end of such wicked
workers of iniquity—they will be cast into the lake of fire.

The Lord Himself also gave warning in Matthew 7:21-23 of
the end of such who held the truth in unrighteousness: “Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that dagrd,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful
works?And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquityBeloved, let us beware,
and remember that it is the pure in heart who will see God.

3:20 -“For our conversation is in heaven;dm whence also

we look for the Saviouthe Lod Jesus Christ."This verse
may best be translated that our citizenship is in hedven.
NKJV version reads: “For our citizenship is in heaven, from
which we also eagerly wait for the Sawipthe Lord Jesus
Christ.” This is a truth that the Philippians would appreciate.
Because Philippi was a colony of Rome, its citizens enjoyed
Roman citizenshiAlthough they lived in Philippi, they were
Romans, and received all the privileges of Roman citizens, as
if they were in actuality living in the capital of the Empire itself.
Paul reminds them, as well as us, that as Christians they are
citizens of heaven, and should conduct themselves as such.

Paul also says that we look for the soon appearing of the King
of Kings. These colonies looked forward to a visit from the
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Roman emperor with great anticipatigvihen Christ the King

of Kings and Lord of Lords comes He will do what no Roman
emperor could possibly do—He will transform us into His
image and make us like Him.

3:21 - “Who will transform our lowly body that it may be
conformed to His glorious bogdgccoding to the working by
which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself” (NKJV).
At His Second Coming, the Lord will cause our mortal bodies
to put on immortality (1 Corl5:53-54).
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CHAPTER 8

The Peace of God
4:1-9

Peace, which is synonymous with prospeistpne of the most
treasured of all gifts. Nations and individuals alike seek it and
are willing to pay a tremendous price for it. Nations like Israel
are willing even to cede their God-given territory to obtain it.

However true peace is not the result of compromise with an
enemy but it is the gift of one who is in right relationship
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Prince
(or source) of Peace (cf. Rom. 5:1).

4:1 -“Therefore, my bethren, dearly beloved and longed,for
my joy and oown, so stand fast in the Legrmy dearly
beloved.”Again we see the deep love Paul had for his precious
friends in Philippi, calling them his joy and crowlke realize,
therefore, that our spiritual children are our inheritadeen

we stand before the throne of God, we will be rewarded
according to the spiritual status and maturity of our spiritual
children.Thus we should seek the well-being of those whom
the Lord entrusts into our care so that they may all come to
the full stature of Christ.

He then follows this with the admonition to stand fast in the
Lord. So many start out well and yet do not finighey waver
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in their beliefs and are soon moved away from the purity of
the Gospel of ChrisThe criteria of a battle is for the troops
to hold their positionshe lowest rank of dicer is fitly called
alieutenant which when translated from the French simply
means “one who holds his place.” Having then done all, let
us remain firm and steadfast in our resolve never to yield to
the onslaught of the enepknowing that the Lord will not
permit us to have more than we can withstand (1 Tbi3)

4:2 -“| beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be
of the same mind in the Ldbt As we mentioned in the Preface,

by their disputes these two women could have caused havoc
in the whole church. It is essential that women learn to have a
meek and quiet spirit for there to be unity and harmony in the
home and in the church (1 Pet. 3:4).

4:3 - "And | entreat thee also, tre yokefellowhelp those
women which laboed with me in the gospel, with Clement
also, and with other my fellowlabaars, whose hameseam

the book of life.”Now he turns to those women who are hard
workers.They certainly have little time for idle chatter and
do not fall into the category of busybodies.

Read ITimothy 5:1-16 for an excellent discourse on the role
of a pious woman, as well as Proverbs 31:10-31.

4:4 -“Rejoice in the Lod alway: and again | sayrejoice.”
Taking up once again the theme of this epistle Ajpestle
Paul encourages his friends to rejoice at all tiffieis. spiritual
exercise is so important, for it brings strength to our whole
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being and enables us to triumph over circumstances and
foes alike.

If we will practice this when we arise in the morning and
throughout the daywe will see the diérence in our daily
walk. We will become more than conqueromdie fruit of
rejoicing is joy As we rejoice, joy (a fruit of the Spirit) will
be developed in our being and it will abound.

4:5 - “Let your moderation [or gentleness] be known unto
all men. The Lat is at hand.”As Christians, we should
remember that we are not to be secret belieVéesshould

let our light shine so that others may see our good works and
glorify God, as Christ said in Matthew 5:16. In particular
Paul uges his friends to let the gentleness of Christ be
manifested to all, a virtue which was very rare in the coarseness
of Roman society

The Peace of God

This is one of the most precious truths and experiences in the
Christian life.The Lord Himself said in the Upper Room after
the Last Supper when Judas Iscariot had left, “Peace | leave
with you, my peace | give unto you” (Jn. 14:2What a
blessing it is to have the peace of GhaeApostle Paul now
shows us the way to have that abiding peace of Christ as our
portion day by day

4:6 - “Be [over-anxious] for nothing; but in evgrthing by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let yoaguests
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be made known unto GodPaul exhorts us not to be worried

or troubled. Christ said to His disciples in Matthew 6:25-
33: “Therefore | say unto yotliake no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your
body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat,
and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet
your heavenly Father feedeth thelne ye not much better
than they®hich of you by taking thought can add one cubit
unto his stature’And why take ye thought for raiment?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not,
neither do they spirAnd yet | say unto youThat even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to
day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not
much more clothe you, O ye of little faitiherefore take

no thought, sayingwhat shall we eat? pWhat shall we
drink? or Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all
these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.”

We should not worry about what we will eat, what we will
wear or where we will live, for our Heavenly Father knows
our needs and will care for thefviears ago while | was
speaking on Philippians 4:6 in a certain church, | had a vision
of the Lord passing through the pews carrying a basket into
which He was inviting members of the congregation to place
their requests and concerns, and He would take care of them.
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When | announced this vision to the congregation, | then saw
again in a vision how many were responding and placing their
burdens and worries into the Lasdbasket, and as a result
His peace came over their minds and hearts. HowsosTe
were unable to leave them in the basket and would take back
their problems and incur fresh worries and anxieties.

Let us give our concerns and worries to the Lord so that His
peace may govern our lives, sparing ourselves much needless
agony May we exchange our worries, fears, and anxieties for
the peace of God.

4.7 -*And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
shall [guad] your heats and minds tlough Christ Jesus.”
The peace of God will keep us and protect us in every situation.
Everyone wants peace, and we all know that we are supposed
to have peace, but the questionsHew do we get peace?
Peace is a fruit of keeping the commandments of Ge.
Lord says in Isaiah 48:18, “O that thou hadst hearkened to
my commandments! then had thy peace been as aanr

thy righteousness as the waves of the sde&"Psalmist said,
“Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall
offend them” (Ps. 19:165).

The peace of God is a fruit
of keeping His commandments
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The Pathway to Peace
The following steps constitute the pathway to peace:

1) Walking in the light and obeying the
Lord’s commandments

2) Allowing God to put things right in
our lives

We must walk in the light (1 Jn. 1:7) and obey the words of
God (see Ps. 37:37)his is the first requirement to obtain
peaceAlso, Paul says in Romans 5:1, “Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Peace comes as a result of being justified
(made righteous) line upon line.

The act of justifying is a term printsruse for the process

of straightening the right side of a document that has been
typed on a typewriteiThis is what the Lord wants to do in
our lives. He wants to make us straight and righteous, even
as He is righteoushese are the two steps that lead us to
the glorious peace of God that surpasses all understanding.

The Pathway to Victory

Paul continues in verse 8 with further instruction, which |
was shown in a vision. | saw a path leading into someone’
ear The path had eight gate&t. the end of the path furthest
from the earthere was a demon who was trying to speak
into this persors ear However the demon was challenged
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by the eight gates which are named for us in the
following verse:

4:8 - “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things artrue,
whatsoever things arhonest, whatsoever thingsegust,
whatsoever things arpue, whatsoever things erovely
whatsoever things arof good epot; if there be any viue,
and if thee be [anything praisewaony], think on these
things.” Our thought-life conditions our actions, and
eventually determines our charact&olomon said, “As a man
thinketh, so is he” (ProR3:7).

Therefore, our thought-life should be conditioned by these
challenges to our thoughts and our meditatidhgse eight
gates will enable the meditations of our heart and mind to be
acceptable in the LorslI'sight (Ps. 19:14). Every time we
meditate on something, we should ask ourselves the following
eight questions:

1. Is this thought true? If we begin to examine the
suppositions that enter into our minds and often cause us so
much sorrowwe will find that so often they are not even
true. Many things are hearsay or rumors, and not fadtuase
thoughts should be classified as vain imaginations, and be
dismissed from our mind immediately

2. Is this thought honest?The Greek usage of the word
honestactually means “venerable, worthy of reverence, or
producing a holy seriousnes3Hhus we should ask ourselves
if this thought will make us take stock of our life. If so, we
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can let it pass gate number two, but if not, we must refuse to
let it lodge within our mind.

3. Is this thought just or righteous? Does this thought
accurately portray the situation or the person of whom one
speaks? If so, open gate number three.

4. Is this thought pure? Our thoughts must be pure,
especially in the sense of sexually puvée should ask
ourselvesWill this thought make me purer if | let it into my
mind? If not, we should immediately shut the gate upon it so
that it does not progress any further down the path into our
ears (meaning our inner ears) that will transmit to our minds.

5. Is this thought lovely orpleasing? Will this thought
make me a more loving and pleasant person?

6. Is this thought a good eport? In the Greek, good
repot means “a fair and unbiased review of an action,
circumstance or a person.”

7. Is this thought virtuous? Virtuousin the Greek signifies
mental or moral excellence. Is this an excellent thought?

8. Is this thought praiseworthy? Can this thought be lauded
as something that will lift us up to higher heights in God? If
so, think on it.

The wordthink in the Greek means “an act of careful
reflection or meditation.” It carries with it the idea of
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assimilating a thought into our very being so that it aids in
molding and strengthening our characté€he art of
meditation has been long lost in our education system, but
in the Kingdom of God itis an art that is essential to cultivate
for our spiritual development.

We refer you to the exhortation of King Solomon in
Psalml:2-3: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodlyor standeth in the way of sinners,
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in
the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day
and night."What we meditate upon is ultimately what we
will become like.

4:9 - “Those things, which ye have both learned, and
received, and hedr and seen in me, do: and the God of
peace shall be with you&s he did in chapter 3:17, Paul is
once again asking the Philippian believers to look upon him
as their role modeTlhey are to prace:

1.) Evewnthing they had learneddm Pauls
personal interpetations of the Holy
Scriptules and his teaching minigtr

2.) All the traditions and doctrines embraced
by the Early Chwh (see theApostles’
Creed inActs 15:19-29);

3.) And eveything they hea about him as
well as what they observed in his lif€his
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is something very few preachers or teachers
today could say

May God grant that our lives be such pure channels of Christ
that men and women everywhere could look upon us and see
the undistorte®Vord made flesh in u¥Ve want to be living
letters of the Gospel message to others. Paul goes on to say
that those who are imitators of him will be enveloped with
the God of Peace.

As we put into practice these simple spiritual rules which
have been enunciated for us in verses 6-8, we will know the
glorious presence of the God of Peace.
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CHAPTER 9

Holy Contentment
4:10-13

Being content regardless of how good or bad our
circumstances may be is a gift from the Lord. It comes as we
practice the spiritual truths delineated for us in verses 4-8.

| have entitled this passag#oly Contentmentwith the
emphasis ornoly) because there is a contentment that the
Laodicean church had with regard to their spiritual condition
which was unholyTheir contentment was built upon a false
premise of their spiritualityseen from their point of view
not Gods.

The result was that they were not pressing on to know the
Lord, and were blind and wretchékthey were content with
their superficial knowledge of the Lord/e must never be
content in this wayWe must ever press on in our Christian
experience to know the Lord in a greater wawgfortunately
many of Gods dear children today have that same false sense
of contentmentTrue contentment is a holy acceptance with
joy of every situation in which our loving Heavenly Father
places us.

4:10 -“But | rejoiced in the Lat greatly, that now at the last
your cae of me hath flourished again; wiean ye wee also
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careful, but ye lacked oppmity.” The church at Philippi
could be characterized as a church thataaduntiful eye
(Prov 22:9).They foresaw Paiwd’'needs. Out of the goodness
and lageness of their heart they sent gifts to Paul in his
distress.They watched over him with the tender care of a
mother for her favourite son, ever seeking his welfare.

This is a wonderful virtue that we should develop with
respect to our pastomissionaries, and all the members of
the Church that may be in ne&tle want our branch to go
over the wall, having that same bountiful eye for those who
may not as yet be in the Kingdom of God, so that in the day
of visitation they may remember our good works and glorify
God (1 Pet. 2:12).

4:11 -“Not that | speak inespect of want: for | have learned,

in whatsoever state | am, tlesvith to be content.One very
important truth that should not be missed in this verse is that
contentment is a learning process. It is not achieved instantly—
it is aprocessPaul said heearnedto be content. Howthen,

can we enter into this blessed state of true contentment? Let
me suggest the following steps:

1.) There must be a commitment to the will of
God, without which we will not have true
peace and joy—the signs of serene
contentment. By experience, we must know
that we have died to our own will and we
live only for Him.This is a work of the Holy
Spirit of grace.
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2.) From this inner knowing that weeadead
to our ways and alive only to His will, we
die daily This is a process which leads to a
holy acceptance of every situation we face
throughout the day as being permitted for
our good by our loving and caring Heavenly
Father

3.) As we walk in this experience and accept
every situation that comes into our lives,
we then come to possess true contentment.

4:12 -“l know both how to be abased, and | know how to
abound: evey whee and in all things | am ingticted both to

be full and to be hungrboth to abound and to suffer need.”
Paul now describes the fruit of this life of blessedness. He
had learned how to be content in times of need as well as in
times of abundance and prosperity

No matter what experience or situation in which Paul found
himself, this holy contentment exuded from deep within his
being. His bodily appetites, as well as the emotions of his
soul, and his spiritual needs were at peace. Paul said in
1Timothy 6:6, “Godliness with contentment is great gain.”
This is the life of victory in Christ.

| have noticed time and time again that when people demand
to have the best of everything, it marks the beginning of their
ruin. | feel so sorry for those who always demand better living
conditions because they are disqualifying themselves from
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God's best. In Switzerland, | was the director of a very nice
hotel, which also served as a Bible schu#. had students
from other countries who were extremely wealtipen they
came to our hotel, they were very appreciative of everything
they were given.

However we also had some students from a very poor part of
GreeceThey came from homes that had dirt floors. Do you
know that the students who had been poor all of their lives
were not content at the hotéelhey wanted a diérent rug,
better chairs, and all kinds of other things. if#mat amazing?

| have been in the ministry for over 40 years and have taught
in a number of Bible schools and have been to many churches,
and | have noticed that those who succeed in the Christian
life are those who are grateful and cont&éhbse who always
complain and demand better conditions never make it. Holy
contentment is the way to victory; and Paul concludes this
triumphant declaration by stating:

4:13 -*| can do all things though Christ which sangtheneth
me.” This is a scripture that has been a reality in my own life
for many yearsThroughout my dear wife’paralysis, | had to
take care of her by myself. Sometimes it involved arising every
20 minutes or so throughout a 24-hour peridds lasted for
four years. My body became so tired and lifeless that it just
would not respond.

When | cried out to the Lord, He gave me this Scripture. New
life and vigour came into my spirit, soul, and badyparting
to me the divine strength needed to care for her néady,
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we can do all things through Christ who strengthend\es!
will never encounter anything in life over which the grace of
God cannot cause us to triumph.

| can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me
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CHapTER 10

The Love Gif
4:14-20

In verses 14-20, Paul is speaking of the love gift of the
Philippians to himThe Philippians supported tiAgostle
Paul not only in their service and prayers, but also with their
finances, even though they were a poor church. By their
example, we will see the steps to abundant giving in
Jesu<Lhrist.

4:14 -“Nevertheless you have done well that you sigain

my distess” (NKJV).Irrespective of the fact that Paul had
such victory in every circumstance, his heart rejoiced when
he received help from his friend¥he help of others
ameliorates or improves our conditionie Philippian
church was a very loving and caring congregation. In fact,
Paul says that they excelled the other congregations in the
ministry of giving.

4:15 -“Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning
of the gospel, when | depgad fom Macedonia, no chahn
[shared with] me as concerning giving aneceiving, but ye
only.” The Philippians did not assume that Paul haficserfit

for his needsThey made diligent inquiries about his particular
needs, as well as the Christian outlook on giving and receiving.
Although Paul does not elaborate on these virtues in this
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epistle, through combining his other letters and the lsord’
own admonitions, we are able to understand &ddsire for
us as Christians in the realm of giving.

In the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord clearly declared a
blessing upon those who give. He said in Luke 6:38, “Give,
and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down,
and shaken togethesnd running overshall men give into
your bosom. For with the same measure that ye [use] withal
it shall be measured to you again.”

The Lord also taught usowwe should give in Luke 6:30:
“Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh
away thy goods ask them not agaihtiis commandment is

an extension of the Pentateuch teaching on giving in
Deuteronomy 15:7-8: “If there be among you a poor man of
one of thy brethren within any of thy gates in thy land which
the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine
heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor brother: But thou
shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and shalt surely lend
him suficient for his need, in that which he wanteth.”

A high degree of consecration is necessary to dispose of our
earthly goods. It is easjeasf course, when we have practiced

it from our youth under the guidance of our parents until it
becomes a way of life to us—flowing from a heart that
genuinely feels and cares for the needs of others.

There is a sequence of steps that Paul writes to the Corinthians
which | believe contains the keys to help us in our quest to be
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perfected in the realm of giving. In writing to the Corinthians,
Paul cites the case of the churches of Macedonia (meaning
those at Philippi) in 2 Corinthians 8:1-4: “And ndwothers,

we want you to know about the grace that God has given the
Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, their
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich
generosityFor | testify that they gave as much as they were
able, and even beyond their abiligntirely on their own,
they ugently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in
this service to the saints” (NIV).

Here are the sequential steps to abundant giving in
Christ Jesus:

1. First, we should give ourselves to the d.oiThis is

the prerequisite for any ministiy/e must have a deep personal
consecration to the Lord Jesus Christ, doing everything for
Him and unto Him (see Col. 3:23).

2. Then we should give ourselves to our leadershife
Philippians gave themselves to thaostle Paul and to those
who were travelling with himThus the next act of
consecration is to give ourselves to our pastor and the
leadership of the church to which the Lord has joined us.

3. We must also have a commitment to giving and have
a willing mind.2 Corinthians 8:12 says, “For if there be first
a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath,
and not according to that he hath n@¥é are not expected to
give what we dort’have.The Lord does not expect us to give
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a million dollars if we do not have it. If all we have is a
“‘widow’s mite” and we give it with the right attitude, it is
worth more in the sight of God than millions given with the
wrong motive or with a bad attitude (see Mark 12:41-44).

What God looks at in giving is oattitude Are we giving

out of obligation, or willingly? Rememhe6od loves a
cheerfulgiver, not a reluctant giver (2 C09:7). The Lord
wants us to abound in the grace of giving. Second
Corinthians 8:7 says, “Therefore, as ye abound in every thing,
in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence,
and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.”
Paul says in 2 Corinthians 9:6-8: “But this | se which
soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifullgvery man
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
grudgingly or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver
And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that
ye, always having all sfi€iency in all things, may abound to
every good work.”

What God looks at in giving

is our attitude

As we give ourselves to the Lord and our leadership, and
abound in Christian giving, the Lord pours His grace into our
lives. Giving with a pure heart releases the grace of God to
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us.We should not give expecting to receive more in return
from the Lord, but give out of a free heart.

4:16 - “For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and
again for my necessities” (NKJVIhese Macedonian
churches had also helped Paul and his companions since
the day he left them, going to the city Ofiessalonica to
found a church ther&his is remarkable because Paul was
only inThessalonica for three sabbaths (Acts 1¥&)even
during this short period of time the Philippian church sent
him love gifts to help with his necessities, and for this he
commends them.

4:17 -“Not because | desa a gift: but | desie fruit that
may abound to your account.Because Paul had entered
into this blessed state of holy contentment, he was not
seeking gifts for himself, but rather he wanted them to give
so that they might have eternal fruit and that they might
receive a blessing. Paul saidAints 20:35, quoting Christ,

“I have showed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought
to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, how he said, Itis more blessed to give than to réceive.

Well do | remember an event | withessed when | was young
in the faith An elderly minister was recounting how after he
had been helping someone in need for some time, a young
Christian in the faith came to him and saidolivhave helped

this poor individual enough. Now it is my turn to helpltie
minister rejoiced, not that he would be spared theuabb
helping the poqrbut that this new Christian would start
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receiving fruit that would be recorded in heaven in the book
of his life. Paul then turns to his own condition, saying:

4:18 -“But | have all, and abound: | am full, havingeeived

of Epaphoditus the things which wersent fom you, an
odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing
to God.” Paul was satisfied, for all of his needs were always
met by the Lord, and now his needs had been met through
the gift that the Philippian church sent him with
Epaphroditus, the apostolic messenger of the Macedonian
churches. But this gift is something special, for Paul says it
is like a pleasant perfume to the nostrils of God—é&erinig

that gives pleasure to tdmighty Himself. It reminds us

of the words of our Lord in Matthew 25:40: “Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me.”

In verse 19 we are given one of the most comforting promises
to mere mortals in this world living in times of hardship
and dificulties.

4:19 -“But my God shall supply all your need acdong to

his riches in gloy by Christ Jesus.This flows so well with

the promise of our Lord Himself in Matthew 6:31-33, where
He said: “Therefore do not wotrgaying, ‘What shall we eat?’

or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after
all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things. But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you” (NKJV).
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4:20 -“Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and
everAmen.”Paul ends with this very beautiful doxolotjay
we always give the Lord all the glofgr He alone is worthy
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CHaPTER 11

Closing Saluation
4:21-23

From the least to the greatest, Paul includes everyone in this
closing greeting to the congregations in Macedonia, for the
Church of Jesus Christ is all-comprehensive.

4:21-22 -“Salute evey saint in Christ Jesus. Thedthren
which ae with me geet youAll the saints salute you, chiefly
they that ae of Caesdas household."When we look into the
Lord’s eyes, which are full of compassion, He makes us feel
so loved and speciadlVe feel as if He died on the cross just
for us.The Lord is so gracious—He has a special place in His
heart for everyone. In Isaiah 49:16 the Lord says that He has
engraven us upon the palms of His hands, which He did upon
Calvarys cross.

The termCaesais householdloes not refer to those in the
actual house of the emperbut those in government service.
By Pauls time, the Gospel had infiltrated and made converts
of every class of society

4:23 -“The grace of our Lad Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen.”Paul closes this epistle with the customary benediction
of the Early ChurchTruly, we are only what we are by the
grace of God (1 Cod5:10).Amen!
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EPILOGUE

In this short lettertheApostle Paul shows us the marvellous
victory that is possible in Jesus Chrise can obtain victory

in life and over our circumstances through having a rejoicing
spirit. We want to experience the peace of God that passes all
understanding and be strengthened by the Lord in our time of
need.Then we will be able to declare from experience that
we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.

If we do these things, we shall live in the blessed state of holy
contentment which thApostle Paul knewBeloved, let us
consistently practice these spiritual exercises and we will, as
God promised the seed of Jacob, ride upon the high places of
the earth—being victorious over all our foes and obstacles
alike (Isa 58:14).

As we have already stated, the theme of this book is to hit the
mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus—to fufil

of the will of God for our lives. Paul, who so exhorts us, did
so himself, for at the end of his life he could write to his
beloved son in the faitijmothy, “I have fought a good fight,

| have finished my course, | have kept the faith: Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not
to me only but unto all them also that love his appearing.”

It is the prayer and fervent desire of all those who have helped
with this book that you, gentle readeiith us will hit the
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mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus for your life.
May God bless you and make it sonen!
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