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PREFACE

In presenting thisbook | would like to make afew comments
on gracious outpourings of the Holy Spirit in past and modern
times. The Lord has moved by various means that have often
confused earnest believers. God has chosen vesselswho have
been less than perfect. Samson would be a case in point. He
was chosen by God and given amighty anointing, yet because
Samson lacked a consecrated life, helargely failed. Solomon
was anointed with the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
but he too lacked personal consecration and fell into idolatry
because of his wives. The anointing alone is not sufficient.
God' s preparationsin our livesmust be deep enough to contain
the great things that He will soon release upon the earth. We
must prepare for revival.

In modern times the Church has seen similar examples.
Revival ministries have been mightily anointed of God and
have brought blessings to untold thousands. However, many
have eventually failed because they were not fully prepared
for what the Lord brought themin to. Receivetheir ministries,
beloved, but do not walk in their ways.

Thisbook is presented in the hopethat the Lord will graciously
use it to help prepare His people. Great revival must soon
cometo the Church for her to fulfil her calling and gather the
full harvest of soulsin these Last Days. By God's grace may
we be fully prepared for the mighty revival power that will
help make ready this glorious, victorious Church.






CHAPTER ONE
“O LORD, REVIVE YOUR WORK”

The cry for revival has been the prayer of God's people
throughout the ages. It was the heart’s cry of the prophet
Habakkuk. In chapter 3:2 his prayer was, “ O LORD, | have
heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work
inthe midst of theyears, inthe midst of the year s make known,
in wrath remember mercy.”

Thisprayer—" O LORD, revivethy work” —isthecry of every
devout saint throughout the ages. It is also on the heart of
each of us who will intercede before God that He will send
revival to the towns, the cities, and to the nations. But the
background to the cry of the prophet is also important.

WHY REVIVAL IS NEEDED

Onereason weneed reviva isthat thetime of God'sjudgments
iscoming upon the world. In chapter 1:4, Habakkuk showed
us the condition of the nation
during his time: “ Therefore the
law isdacked, and judgment doth
never go forth: for the wicked
doth compass about the
righteous; therefore wrong God’s judgments
judgment proceedeth.” That is coming upon
certainly is the case in many the world!

nations today. We can also read

One reason we
need revival is
that the time of
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in chapter 2:5-20 about five “woes’ that deal with certain
sins—theft in verse 6, covetousnessin verse 9, violence and
iniquity in verse 12, drunkennessin verse 15, and idolatry in
verse 19. God was saying that He was going to judge the
nation of Israel because of these sins.

Those who travel much are seeing that God is pronouncing
awesome judgments upon many nationstoday. However, God
isalso speaking among the nations of much greater judgments
that shall soon come. While the Church can turn away
judgment in specific situationsand in certain nations, we must
understand that revival and judgment are also co-existent.
From the Scripturesit is clear that revival often comes
before judgment and carries the people of God through
thejudgment.

To give an example, we can look at the three sieges of
Jerusalem. The prophets spoke about the destruction of
Jerusalem because of itsidolatry, immorality, and violence.
Thisfirst happened in 586 BC, but before thisjudgment, God
offered them revival under King Josiah.

The next siege of Jerusalem wasin A.D. 70 when Jerusalem
was destroyed by the Romans. Before this destruction, the
greatest revival that | srael had ever known camein the person
of our Lord Jesus Christ and in the early Church. Revival
preceded judgment.

We also know from the Word of God that before the Second
Coming of our Lord, therewill be athird siege of Jerusalem.
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The prophet Zechariah describesthisin chapter 14:1-4. |saiah
declares that there will be awesome judgments, and great
darkness shall cover the earth at that time. But Isaiah also
declared that the glory of the Lord shall be seen upon the
Church (Isa. 60:1-3).

Habakkuk 3:16-17 states, “ When | heard, my belly trembled;
my lipsquivered at the voice: rottennessentered into my bones,
and | trembled in myself, that | might rest in the day of trouble:
when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade themwith
his troops. Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither
shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail,
and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off
from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls.” In
these verses we read that God was going to bring judgment
upon the people of Habakkuk’stime. Yet in the next two verses
we aso see the clear difference in the triumphant people of
God: “ Yet | will rejoiceinthe LORD, | will joy in the God of
my salvation. The LORD God ismy strength, and hewill make
my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon
mine high places.” Thisisthe picturethat we see repeated in
Isaiah 60:1-3 of great darkness coming, and yet the glory of
the Lord being revealed upon the Church.

Itisof thegreatest importancethat revival comesto the Church
beforejudgment. Thisisbecauserevival will releasethejoy of
theLordin our hearts, and thejoy of theLord will beour strength
to take us through times of trouble and judgment. The Church
must come into revival with miracles and supernatural
provision, becausetherevival isgoingto keep the Churchaive!
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During the 1930s in the nation of Wales, there were times
of judgment when food was scarce. There were no
government food supplies so the Christians had to earnestly
pray for food. They usually stored their food in what were
called “larders.” Their larders would be empty, and they
would pray. When they would open up their larders, they
found they were full of milk, bread, meat, and other foods!
God supernaturally provided for them. Revival is not just
to turn the unsaved to Christ, but revival is necessary for
the Church in times of judgment!

In one nation, when many prophecies of judgment started to
come, some business-minded Christians began producing
freeze-dried foods for the coming tribulation. For $2,000
they would sell a shipment of food that could feed someone
for oneyear! It isamazing how many Christiansbought these
packages. Then they also thought that if they had food when
other people did not, the other people might come to take
their food. So they started to buy guns! It is amazing how
distorted peoples’ thoughts can be when they try to save
themselves. No, we must be kept by the power of God—we
need to have revival and miraclesin times of judgment.

HOW REVIVAL STARTS

In the book of Habakkuk, thefirst step towar dsrevival was
intercession and waiting on God. When God spoke to
Habakkuk that judgment was coming, the prophet cried out
inchapter 3:2, “ Revivethy work...in wrath remember mercy.”

Thisiswhat the Lord quickened to us some years ago about a
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drought in a certain country. ¢~ L. N
Weknew that the drought was Revival is not
God's judgment, but then He just to turn the
spoke to us and said, “This unsaved to Christ,

drought isfrom My hand, but but also to aid the
now | want you to cry out for
My mercy, forrain.” Itisvery . |
important when weseeGod's | of judgment! )
judgment coming that we cry
out for mercy. As the children of God, we should humble
ourselves and begin crying out, “O Lord, in wrath remember
mercy.” There will be great judgments, but we want God's
mercy. We want to cry out and say, “Lord, we deserve
judgment, but Lord, revive Your work.”

Church in times

The prophet continued in Habakkuk 2:1 by saying, “ | will
stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will
watch to see what hewill say unto me.” Habakkuk went to
his prayer tower, not just for alittle prayer, but he said that
he was going to wait, and keep waiting, for a word from
the Lord.

Aswe pray and wait upon God, wewill find that the next step
towards revival isthat God will speak to us and reveal to us
the hindrances to revival. The first hindrance that the Lord
often speaks about isthe need for cleansing. In Habakkuk 2:1
when the prophet opened his heart before God, he expected
somewhat of areproof from the Lord when he said, “ ...and
will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what | shall
answer when | amreproved.” King David waslike that also.
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David cried out, “ Search me, O God, and know my heart: try
me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked
way inme” (Ps. 139:23-24).

It is very important to realize that revival begins with us.
It is nice to pray that God will revive others, and start to
move around us. However, revival always startswith those
nearest to God who have been stirred up by the Lord to see
the need for revival. Therefore we need to cry out, “ Create
inmeaclean heart” and “ Search me, O God.” Thisiswhere
revival starts. Then the Lord can begin to reveal thingsin
our lives that we did not even think were obstacles that
would hinder revival.

In Isaiah chapter six, we find that before the revival in his
day, Isaiah had a fresh meeting with God. That is what we
also need. We cannot expect the unsaved to meet God until
the Church has had afresh meeting with the Lord. When Isaiah
entered the house of God, he saw the Lord seated upon His
throne and the Seraphim crying one to another, “ Holy, holy,
holy, isthe LORD of hosts: thewholeearthisfull of hisglory.”

Theninverse 5 thisrevelation of the holiness of God was so
great that Isaiah cried out, “ Then said |, Woeisme! for | am
undone; because | am a man of unclean lips, and | dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts.” Before this time Isaiah was
unaware of how unclean his lips were because he had not
seen the Lord to that degree of glory. So often we are totally
unaware of thingsin our lives that can block God's moving
in revival power. This is because we have not yet had a
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revelation of God that has shined light upon these unseen
things, or perhaps we have been aware of our faults but never
dealt with them. Revival startswith the membersof the church
having afresh visitation and cleansing from God.

As we wait on the Lord to hear His answer, as Habakkuk
did, then God will start speaking. It could be a very little
thing that the Lord wants to adjust in our life. There was a
certain English preacher who wanted to be filled with the
Holy Spirit. He was crying out to God “Lord, fill me with
the Holy Spirit.” The Lord spoke to him such alittle thing:
“Go into the other room, open the door of the birdcage, and
release the bird.” In the cage he had awild bird that he had
captured. He made it a prisoner, asit were, and kept it asa
pet. The Lord said, “ Release the bird.” He thought, “Here
am praying about the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and God is
speaking about the bird!” He started to pray again, and the
Lord kept speaking to him about the bird. So he went and
released the bird, and the very next moment he was filled
with the Holy Spirit! You might say, “That is a very little
thing.” Yes, but it was his hindrance to receiving the baptism!
How could that preacher ask for liberty, when hewasholding
something elsein captivity? Even though it was only abird,
Jesus said that a sparrow does not fall to the ground without
our Heavenly Father knowing it.

As we wait upon the Lord, He will start speaking to us.
Perhapsit will be about what we read, or watch ontelevision,
or something that does not appear to be wrong. God can speak
and show us that these things are hindrances. The Word of
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Godisvery clear that it isthelittle foxesthat destroy thevine
(Song 2:15). God must speak to usand show usthelittlethings
that can hinder revival.

AsHabakkuk waited on the Lord in chapter two to hear what
He would speak, the Lord answered him. In verse four the
Lord revealed a problem in Habakkuk’s time: “ Behold his
soul which islifted up is not upright within him.” The Lord
revealed the hindrance of pride. As we come near to God, it
may be that He will put His finger upon pride. We are
sometimes very proud in the Church. We can even be very
spiritual and bevery proud of our spirituality! Prideisdeceitful
and can be a block that can hinder revival. We must humble
ourselvesto realize that we are entirely dependent upon God
for Him to pour out His Spirit and bring revival. It is the
sovereign grace of God, and thus the attitude of humility is
very important.

Another area where there can be hindrances to revival isin
our homes. Our houses should be filled with our prayers,
crying out, “Lord, send revival.” Seeking the face of God
should not be something that we do just at church services,
but also in our homes.

First Peter chapter three speaks of the relationship of a
husband and wife. In verse seven it tells husbands how to
dwell with their wives “ ...that your prayers be not
hindered.” A husband hasto be careful how herelatesto his
wife, because that could hinder his prayers! Our home and
married life can block revival.
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Malachi 4:5-6 gives us further proof of this. It states that the
last day revival * before the coming of the great and terrible
day of the Lord” isgoing to be characterized by the hearts of
the fathers being turned to their children, and the hearts of the
children being turned to their fathers, “ lest | come and smite
the earth with a curse.” So in both the Old and New
Testaments we find that hindrances in our home life must
first be removed in order for revival to come.

Revival can start between parents and their children, or
between a husband and wife. You cannot come to church
and expect God to move if you are out of relationship with
your spouse or your children. You cannot say that you are
walking with Jesusif you are not walking with your Christian
husband or wife! That hasto be remedied first. If revival is
not in your home, itisnot in thechurch. Thechurchisa
collection of homes.

| have the privilege of going to many churchesin my travels.
If the Spiritisnot moving inthe church, | often find thereason

whenwevisitthehomes. Thatiswhere 7~ N\

practical Christianity begins. If things Problems

arenot put right at home, it ishypocrisy in our

to put on agood face at church, smile, home and

and shout “Hallelujah!” You can praise married

and pray and work up a storm, but you .

will not get revival. Yet if the hearts of iz i
block

the parents will be turned afresh to the .
children, and if marriage relationships revival!
are revived, that can help prepare \. J/
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revival to come to the church. Will you let revival come to
your home? We need to prepare the way of the Lord!

After the Lord spoke to Habakkuk about one such hindrance
He went on to show afurther step. In Habakkuk 2:4 the Lord
said, “ But thejust shall live by hisfaith.” With the attitude of
humility the Church needs to have a holy dependence upon
God, and cry out, “Lord, put faith in my heart that You will
move!” Itisonly as God movesthat wewill haverevival. Yet
thiswill not come by our own effortsor activity, it must come
from God. Therefore in deep humility we have to draw near
to God and realizethat it isonly asHe putsfaith in our hearts
that we will seerevival come. For when we cry out to God in
prayer, faith can be released for the heavens to open and for
God to pour out His Spirit in revival power.

In the towns, cities, and throughout the nations, there are
powers of darkness that bind the people. They are like dark
cloudsthat block the light of the gospel from coming through
(Isa. 25:7). Until they are broken and destroyed, there can be
no revival. But prayer plusfaith brings results.

Once | was in a situation where there was tremendous
bondage. Then we went about 2,000 miles away from this
place, and in the middle of the afternoon while | was wide
awake, two fallen angelscame and stood beforeme. The Lord
said to me, “ These are the angel sthat have bound the situation
in the other place. Command that a chain come up and bind
these angels.” So | simply said to these fallen angels, “The
Lord has spoken to me to command a chain to come up and
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bind you.” Do you know what those angelsdid? They simply
bowed their heads in submission, because they knew it was
their time. There was no jumping up and down and yelling at
them. Actually, | was sitting in a chair, with the two angels
before me. All God had to say was, “Command...” | said,
“Let achain come up and bind them, and bring them down to
hell.” Then | saw a chain come up and bind one angel, then
the other, and | commanded them to be cast down and they
disappeared. A few weeks later there was a great change in
that place which had been bound, and the leader that thefallen
angels had been working through was brought down from his
position of power. Thisis what it means in Psalm 149:8-9,
“To bind their kings with [chaing]...to execute on them the
judgment written.”

The Lord is very shortly going to cause us to enter into a
position in Him where we shall see the enemy forces, and we
will hear the quiet Word of the Lord to command their binding.
Therewill be no struggle, for they will bow beforethe decree
of the Word of God that He gives usto speak. We will seethe
enemy forces bound and the covering that they had upon the
people taken away. Then we will seethe sunshine of God’s
presence come and bring revival with a great harvest of
souls. Beloved, thisis what God is offering us if we will
lift our vision higher!

If wefollow these stepswe can effectively preparefor revival.
The heart cry of Habakkuk, “ O Lord, revive thy work,” was
the prayer of a prophet who had aready waited before the
Lord to hear what God would speak to him personally. That
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iswhat we al'so must do. The Lord wants us to draw near to
Him, and He will draw near to us. He wants us to let Him
speak into the inner places of our hearts. Perhapsitisalittle
insignificant thing that the Lord will speak about, like the
bird that wasto be set free, but it will release God’s power in
our lives. Perhaps it is something far more serious that we
have not dealt with, such as pride or aproblemin our family.
We cannot make a formula and say, “Do this one thing, and
you will have revival.” No, we must come before God, and
let the Lord speak to us personally and show uswhat Hewants
to changein our lives. It isimportant that we spend time with
God and hear from Him, because revival must start with
individuals in the Church.

Many voices are going out across this nation and the world.
Some aredeclaring revival; some are declaring judgment. But
what is the truth? We have to “ Write the vision and make it
plain” (Hab. 2:2) so that the peoplewill understand that there
will be both revival and judgment. If we only see that glory
and revival are coming, there can be presumption. On the
other hand, if we only see a gloomy picture of judgment
coming, people might despair. We must give a true vision
that there will be both revival and judgment.

There must be judgment to bring purification, because
God cannot overlook national iniquity. When our Lord
returnsfor His Church, He will also judge the nations. There
will be the sheep nations on His right hand, and the goat
nations on Hisleft (Mt. 25:31-34). Thereisthereforeto be a
national purificationin many countries, in order that they will
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be sheep nations. So in these last days the Lord is going to
deal with the nations, and we must be faithful to declare the
word and prepare the peoplefor the timethat is coming upon
the earth. Let ushear the trumpet that issounding out, “ Prepare
for revival and judgment!”

Aswelook upon the Church, wefind that it will bein glorious
revival at thetime of such judgment. In the timetable of God,
things are changing, and it istime for the Church to arise. So
the Lord is speaking to His Church and saying, “1 want to lift
you up, | want to bring My glory and power to you.” By the
grace of God we are beginning to see how thisrevival isgoing
to come to pass.
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CHAPTER TWO
“LET MY PEOPLE GO"

The Lord desires to prepare each of us for revival. As the
hindrancesfor revival that are inside of us are dealt with by
God, the Lord can begin to deal with the outside bondages
and hindranceswe arefacing. Our next theme concernsthese
outer bondages and is expressed in thewordsthat God spoke
through Moses to Pharaoh—* Let my people go, that they
may serve me” (Ex. 7:16). It is atheme of deliverance and
spiritual warfare.

THE NATURAL AND THE SPIRITUAL

We are living at the beginning of the most momentous time
in the history of mankind. God is shaking the nations and the
systems of this world. In our lifetimes we have seen the
crumbling of the communist system in Europe and Russia.
We are also seeing dramatic changesinthe Middle East, Asia,
and in other nations. The question is, “Why?’

The Apostle Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:46 that God
worksfirst inthe natural, and then in the spiritual. We can see
natural, physical freedom arising among the nations. Political
prisoners have been released, some even to govern their
countries. Walls have come tumbling down, even the Berlin
Wall and the Iron Curtain. But God wants to speak to us
concerning spiritual freedom for the Church, as well as
for thenations. Thisspiritual freedom can be understood by
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studying the steps by which the Lord delivered His people
from the bondage of Egypt.

THE STEPS TO DELIVERANCE

Likethelsraglitesin Egypt, wefirst need arevelation that we
are bound. Thismight bein our life, aproblemin our family,
or something that is binding the Church. We have to realize
that “ we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth,” as
|saiah 26:18 declares, because we ourselves are in bondage.

The second step isto cry out to God because of our bondage.
In Exodus 3:7, the Lord said to Moses, “ | have surely seen
the affliction of my peoplewhich arein Egypt, and have heard
their cry.” Wemust call uponthe Lord, asnothing will happen
until we start crying out to God. We must call upon Him as
we know that it isthe time for deliverance, first naturally for
the nations, but also spiritually for the Church.

In Ezekiel 9:1-4, the Lord instructed that a mark was to be
put upon the foreheads of the men that sighed and that cried
for all the abominations that are done in the midst of God's
people. In Matthew 5:4, the Lord Himself said, “ Blessed are
they that mourn.” Are we holy mourners because of the
wickednessin the Church?If God passed by, would He place
amark on our foreheads because we are crying out to Him for
the condition of His Church?

After this crying and mourning came the third step, the
promise of deliverance. We have to have adefinite “rhema’
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(spoken word from God) to go against the enemy. For Israel
theword was, “ | am come down to deliver them” (Ex. 3:8).
Sometimes we have to wait for that word or promise of
deliverance. InPsalm 40:1, David said, “ | waited patiently,”

but then that word of promise may comeasin Psalm 102:13,
“Thou shalt arise and have mercy upon Zion.” | believe
that is what God is saying to us now. It is God’'s time to
deliver His Church from her bondages. We have seen “first
the natural” concerning deliverance among the nations, but
we also need to see “then the spiritual” concerning
deliverance in the Church (1 Cor. 15:46).

The next step isthat we need to be commissioned by God. In
Exodus 3:10, God spoketo Mosesand said, “ | will send you.”

We cannot go unless God sendsus. Theninverse 12 theLord
told Moses “ | will bewith you.” We need the assur ance of
Hispresence, knowing that wearenot going aloneto fight
the enemy. In verse 14, God gave Moses His authority to
declare “ | AM hath sent me.” So often we find the authority
of God in afresh revelation of His name. For your situation
you may need to see Jehovah Nissi (the Lord our Banner) or
Jehovah Jireh (the Lord our Provider) or another personal
revelation of the name of God. In Mark 16:17 our Lord said,
“1n My namethey will cast out [demons]...” We need afresh
revelation of an aspect of His name so that we can go forth
with the authority of His name. In Acts 19:13-16, the seven
sons of Sceva tried to cast demons out of a man without
personally knowing the Lord Jesus. Thedemonsreplied, “ Who
areyou?” and then attacked them! We can see that we have
to be sent by God, and also know the power of His name.
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Also, we need to have a message. The message God gave to
Moses was “ Let my people go, that they may serve me.” It
wasavery clear messagethat isalso the messagefor ustoday.

z A\
Sepsto Ddiverance:

1. A revelation from God that we are bound

2. A cry out to God because of our bondage

3. A promise of deliverance - arhema from God
4. A commission from God

5. A message from God

6. Persistent confrontations in the spirit
\S Y,

CONFRONTING THE ENEMY

After thisthere came the confrontations between Moses and
Pharaoh. In the natural, in recent decades we have seen in
many nations a persistent people’s power that confronted the
authorities until they obtained what they wanted. Similarly,
in the spiritual we have to persistently confront the enemy in
the power of God's name to bring deliverance and revival.

This is what happened in South Africa with the breaking of
gpartheid (the segregation of theblack Africansfromthewhites).
It isbeginning to fulfill avison | once had in Cape Town. | saw
two violent winds of change that were going to sweep through
thenation. Thefirst was political, which hastaken place aready;
the other was spiritua, which is still to come.
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The result of the first confrontation between Moses and
Pharaoh in Exodus chapter 5 was that the burdens became
heavier asthe enemy showed his strength. Thisalso happens
to us when we start to confront our spiritual enemies. They
will counterattack and at timeswe will wonder what has hit
us! We will be hit with vigorous attacks of demonic power,
and perhaps we will be afflicted physically. What you will

often need in the face of this tremendous spiritual battle is
fresh encouragement and the assurance that God will deliver.
You do not want to just start stirring up trouble unless
you know the end of it! Moses received this fresh word in
Exodus 6:6 where the Lord said, “1 will bring you out.”

However, the people did not listen to M oses because of their
discouragement and bondage (Ex. 6:9). Often the
congregation can give up quickly and the leader finds himsel f
alonein the battle.

Yet it was due to God's purposes that the enemy fought back.
God had raised up Pharaoh and repeatedly hardened hisheart.
God said concerning Pharaoh in Romans 9:17, “ ...Even for
this same purpose have | raised thee up, that I might shew my
power inthee, and that my name might be declared throughout
all the earth.” God raises up the enemy for your good. God
ordains battles so that His power might be revealed and His
purposes be accomplished.

Moses could have become very discouraged as confrontation
after confrontation failed to rel ease the peoplefrom the bondage
of Egypt. However, theword for theleader is* Hethat endureth
totheend shall besaved (and see God'ssalvation)” (Mt. 10:22).



28 Preparing for Revival

There has to be endurance until the end; we must confront the
enemy until hispower isbroken. We need aholy persistence so
that we do not give up before the time of God's deliverance.

Many times Moses had to confront Pharaoh and declare the
message “ Let My people go.” When you have a word from
God, you must speak it forth, even to the four walls of your
church or your house. The devils can hear. Speak forth the
message in faith and you will have the fruit of it, aswe are
told in Mark 11:23.

An exampleof thisisfound in Ezekiel 37:4. Ezekiel wastold
to prophesy, “ O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.” After
he had spoken theword of the L ord, the bones began to shake
and cometogether. Sometimeswe haveto prophesy and speak
forth the word that God has spoken to us, and only then will
the power of God be released for His purpose.

FINANCIAL DELIVERANCE

Theimportant fact about the enrichment of I1srael camebefore
the final confrontation. The people of Isragl were very poor,
but when they were released they would need an abundance
of wealth to accomplish God's purpose. They wereto build a
tabernacle in the wilderness. So just before the last plague,
God spoketo Mosesin Exodus 11:2 and said that the | sraelites
should go to the Egyptians and ask them for silver and gold.
Here we have a breakthrough beginning. The money started
to come because the deliverance was near, and the money
was needed to do what God said to do.
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So the Lord liberated their finances and they had an over-
abundance. In fact, when they were going to build the
tabernacle, M oses had to restrain the peoplefrom giving their
offerings because there was too much money coming in
(Ex. 36:5-7)! God liberated them into abundance so that the
work of God did not suffer through a lack of finances. We
also have to believe God to liberate finances, not for
ourselvesto live in luxurious riches, but for the work of
the Lord. He hasto teach us that He is Jehovah Jireh.

This can be an area where we need deliverance. So often we
do not perceive the power of the enemy. | know of a person
who went through hislifein such poverty because he thought
this was pleasing to God. Suddenly the Lord took the veil
from his eyes and he saw that his finances were being bound
by a spirit of poverty. As soon as he saw that, he began to
believe for that thing to be broken. God then released the
finances. | am not saying that we are to be billionaires for
Jesus, not at al. But wedo often need aliberation of finances
so that we can fulfill God's purposesin our lives.

THE POWER IN THE BLOOD

Then came the last plague. God said, “ Pharaoh shall not
hearken unto you; that my wonders may be multiplied in the
land of Egypt” (Ex. 11:9). God hardened Pharaoh’s heart
and the firstborn were slain in the land, but Israel was
protected by the blood. We need to make much of the blood
of Jesus Christ, because when we are confronting the enemy,
we have to be under the blood. There is great power in the
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blood. The power of the blood in the land of Egypt saved
the entire nation of Israel!

There was once a pastor who had experienced tremendous
opposition from the community against his church, so he
gathered together a group of praying people. They prayed,
“In the name of the Lord Jesus and by the authority of His
blood, we bind the strong man from stirring up the opposition
and attacking God’s work.” No further trouble was
experienced. The opposition that had been against that church
began to quarrel amongst themselves, and their power to
oppose the church was broken! We must also know whenitis
time for us to do warfare by the power of the blood.

EVERYONE MUST CHOOSE

Pharaoh allowed the Israelites to |eave Egypt after the tenth
plague, which was the slaying of the firstborn. Afterwards
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened again so his army pursued the
children of Isragl.

The Israelites were very afraid and said to Moses, “ Let us
alone that we may serve the Egyptians’ (Ex. 14:12). In their
distress, they resented Moses for leading them out of Egypt
and wished that they had never |eft it.

When troubles come, many Christians have the attitude of
thechildren of Isragl. They want to returnto theworld, saying:
“We should have stayed intheworld. It wasmuch easier there
than serving God.” How soon people forget! The Israglites
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were slaves in Egypt and were terribly mistreated there, but
afterwards they wanted to return to their bondage.

Paul addressed this problem in the lives of the Corinthian
believers, saying, “ In fact, you even put up with anyone who
endavesyou or exploitsyou or takesadvantage of you or pushes
himself forward or dapsyouintheface’ (2 Cor. 11:20). (NIV)
It isasad fact of life that many people, even Christians, love
their bondages and do not want to be delivered from them.

A number of years ago several ministers prayed for a lady
who had about sixty demons. They were ableto cast out most
of thedemons, but afew of them were very strong and deeply
entrenched in her life. My wifeand | were asked to come and
help them pray for the last few demons to be cast out. By
God's grace, through prayer we were able to cast out all of
the demons except one.

We knew that God wanted to deliver this lady and that He
was able to do so. We said to her, “You can be delivered if
you want to be delivered.” However, she did not want to be
delivered of the last demon. That demon wanted to come out
because it could no longer stand the power of God, but the
lady would not allow it to leave. She wanted to hold on to her
sin, so there was nothing more we could do for her. Later that
night she said to her friends, “I could have been delivered
tonight, but | wanted to hold on to my bondage.”

Not only individuals, but also nations can prefer bondage to
freedom. Just like the Israglites, some nations today prefer
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bondage and want othersto make their choicesfor them. But
the word of God is clear that everyone will have to make
their own choicein the last days (Joel 3:14).

Amos 5:19 states that the judgments that will come before
the day of the Lord will be* Asif a man did fleefroma lion,
and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his
hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him.” These three
animals—the lion, bear, and the snake—typify what is
happening among the nations in the last days. Thelionisthe
symbol of England, the greatest former leader of the Colonial
powers. The bear is the symbol of Russia, the great former
leader of the Communist powers. Many nations left the lion
(the Colonial system), and they turned to the bear (the
Communist system). Now they are seeing that this system
does not work, and the nations and people will soon turn to
the snake—the Antichrist.

When the nations were first gaining their independence in
Africa about 50 years ago, the Lord prompted me to ask,
“Why?" The Lord sresponse was, “ So that the nations might
choose between the Christ and the Antichrist.” God is now
shaking the nations so that no nation will have any excusefor
why they choose the Antichrist and not Christ. Each nation
will have the ability to make its own sovereign choice and
not be in bondage to another foreign power.

We are living in momentous times. We are seeing in many
nations that the governments are falling. There is a falling
away of law and order, fulfilling the prophecy of Paul in
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Second Thessalonians 2: 3 that there shall comeafalling away
before the Antichrist is revealed.

DESTROYING THE ENEMY

Moseshddthelsradlitessteady whenthey grew fearful by saying,
“Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD,”

(Ex. 14:13). God’s pur poseisthe absolute destruction of the
enemy and we must not stop until we see him completely
destroyed. TheLordthensaid, “ Soeak untothechildrenof Israd,
that they go forward” (Ex. 14:15). | believe we are to spesk to
our congregationsand tell themto go forward. In Exodus 14, the
Lord led the Isradlites through an impossible situation. God
opened the Red Sea, Israel went forward, and Pharaoh was
destroyed inthe sea. Aswego forward in faith, God can destroy
our enemies, then we will sing like Israel, “ | will sing unto the
LORD, for he hath triumphed glorioudy” (Ex. 15:1).

We must be released from our bondages so that we can
accomplish God's works and enter into revival. Isragl could
not get their inheritance until their Egyptian bondage had been
broken. We have an inheritance among the nations, but to get it
we must first throw off our bondages.

: . . é )
ThelL ordissaying to His peopletoday, God’s
“ Arise, shine; for thy light is come’
(Isa. 60:1). We must take off our

purpose is to

bondages and do battle. It might bein absolutely
our individual lives; it might be a destroy the
family situation; it might be in our enemy.

church; it might be in our local \a J/
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community, with the governing spirits. We cannot rest until
every bondage and every obstacle is removed. | believe that
the process of deliverance is being started in our hearts even
right now.

God is caling us to take these following steps. First of al, we
must realize our bondages. We haveto realize that we have not
wrought deliverance for others because we ourselves are in
bondage. We must start crying out to God; then wait to receive
the word from God upon which we act. As God commissions
us with a fresh revelation of His authority, and gives us the
message of deliverance, we must speak it forth. Then through
persistent confrontationsin the spirit, we shall seevictory. We
are going to see obstacles and bondagesfall. All will come
down aswe spesk forth theword and believe, covering ourselves
with His precious blood. The word of the Lord is deliverance.
“ Let my people go, that they may serve me.”

DEALING WITH OUR BONDAGES

God has been speaking to my heart about families. If you have
a problem in your family, God wants to bind that strongman
that is troubling them and bring your family into order and
unity. Take authority against that strongman in the mighty name
of Jesus Christ, and walk in the power of that victory.

| believe that chains of bondage are upon some of you who
are reading this. God wants to liberate you. You have to be
free of bondagesin your own personal lifeif you are going to
take authority in your family and the church. God isa God of
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deliverance, but you cannot deliver othersunlessyou arefree
yourself. Confessthose bondagesthat you want God to break,
and declare the victory so that these chains can be broken.

Pastors and elders; you know your church is not free. You
know that you have problems in your church. Some of these
bondages may includeimmorality, hatred, and envy. God gave
to Moses and the eldersthe authority to break all the bondages
of Egypt, but you also are facing bondages that you must
conquer. You need to believe God to break these bondages so
that your church can be free. You must take this message to
your church and turn the congregation to spiritual warfare.
The natural walls are coming down in many nations, but it is
timefor the spiritual wallsto comedown aso. It was persistent
peopl €' spower and confrontation in many nationsthat brought
down the powers of bondage. But in the spirit it is not by
natural power or might, but by the anointing, that these
mountains, shackles, and strongmen will fall. And aswe have
seen in some nations, it was those in natural bondage and
prison who came out to govern their countries. | believe those
in the church should now arise from their spiritual bondages
to take the lead in their community and in their nation.

BLESSING AND MULTIPLICATION

“Multiplication” is a word that has repeatedly been in my
spirit. So often people usethe scripture” Fear not, littleflock,”

(Lk. 12:32) and that is sometimes appropriate. But the other
sideisthat God isthe Lord of the harvest and the Lord of the
harvest isnot happy with atiny little harvest. Heisavery big
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God and He wants a very big harvest of souls. He wants to
fill your church.

When we experienced revival in New Zealand we did not know
how many people were in the church until it came to income
tax time. At that timewe had 3,000 applicationsfor the necessary
tax forms, so we knew how many people had joined the church.

There is atime for blessing. Blessing comes first, and then
multiplication. Get the blessing of God first in your church
by getting the bondages broken, and then believe that God
will multiply your church. We are the sons of Abraham, and
God told him, “ That in blessing | will bless thee, and in
multiplying | will multiply thy seed asthe star s of the heaven”
(Gen. 22:17). After our bondagesarebroken, God can then
blessand multiply ussothat theL ord of the har vest might
be satisfied with churchesfilled to overflowing.

DELIVERANCE AND REVIVAL

We are going to see the powers of the strong one fall because
itisGod'stime of deliverance and revival for the Church. As
the darkness covers the earth in these last days, so the glory
of God shall arise upon the Church. Theword of the Lord is,
“ Let my people go, that they may serveme.” | trust that God
has set your feet on that path of victory, that God has given
you asense of direction and the steps He wantsyou to take so
that you can see deliverance and revival.
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CHAPTER THREE
THE FEASTS OF | SRAEL

When we look in the Scriptures, we find that each new
revival hasitsown distinct character, or aparticular theme
or truth. In studying the feasts of I1srael we can understand
better these principles of revival. Through these feasts we
not only learn more about how God has worked in past
revivals, but we also see what He will shortly bring to pass
in these last days.

In Exodus 34:23 the Lord commanded His people, “ Three
times a year all your men are to appear before the Lord.”

(NKJV) Thiswas in the first, third, and seventh month of
their religious calendar. At these times they celebrated the
three groups of feasts that are known by their main titles
of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.

INTERPRETING THE FEASTS

Thesethree groups of feaststhat were celebrated every year
by the Israelites have several fulfillments that are very
important for us. First, they can be viewed dispensationally
in terms of their prophetic fulfillment in world history.
Secondly, the feasts of Israel also have a spiritual
fulfillment in the life of each Christian who is going on
towards maturity. And thirdly, these feasts have a spiritual
fulfillment in the Church. Let us now consider an overview
of these interpretations.
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Dispensationally, we can study how thesethree feastsrepresent
three ages of world history. Thefirst Feast of Passover rel eased
the Jews from Egypt and started the Age of the Law, which
lasted from Moses to Christ. The second Feast of Pentecost
started the Church Age with the descent of the Holy Spirit on
the day of Pentecost in Acts chapter two. This age of the
outpouring of the Spirit will continue until the Second Coming
of Christ. Then the third Feast of Tabernacleswill governthe
Millennial Age, when Jesus Christ returns to rule the world
for 1,000 years. This can be seen by studying the prophecies
about the Second Coming of Christ in Zechariah chapter 14.
During the millennial reign of Christ, the nationswill yearly
celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles (Zech. 14:16-19).

The feasts of Isragl also have an application in the spiritual
development of each Christian. Passover speaks of salvation,
asthelsragliteswere saved by the blood of the Passover lamb.
Pentecost speaks of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, from Acts
chapter two. The Feast of Tabernacles speaks of revival and
of full spiritual maturity, which we will consider later.

In the development of the Church we can also see a
fulfillment of all three of these feasts. Whiletheformer Age
of the Law was governed by the Feast of Passover, thiswas
also the foundation upon which the Church was built. And
while the present Church Age is governed by the Feast of
Pentecost, there is also a transition beginning to take place
to prepare us for the soon coming Millennium. There will
bethefinal outpouring of the Spirit in these last days, which
will prepare the Church for the Second Coming of Christ
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and the Millennial Age. Thissoon coming revival istypified
by the Feast of Tabernacles.

THE FEAST OF PASSOVER

The first Passover recorded in Exodus 12 was when the
Israelites were delivered from slavery and death in Egypt
through the shedding of the blood of the lamb. This speaks of
the spiritual experience of our receiving Christ, the Lamb of
God, asour personal Saviour when we are delivered fromthe
slavery of sin. The apostle Paul wrote of this, saying, “ Christ
our passover issacrificed for us’ (1 Cor. 5:7).

When this first Passover was celebrated, the Lord changed
their calendar year, making this feast a new beginning for
the Israelites. We read in Exodus 12:2, “ This month shall
be the beginning of monthsfor you; it isto bethefirst month
of the year to you.” In the same way we also experience a
new beginning at salvation when we are born again.
“ Therefore if any man be in Christ, heis a new [creation]:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new” (2 Cor. 5:17).

Exodus 12:3-5 continues on to tell that the Israelites were to
take an unblemished lamb for each household on the tenth
day of the month. In fulfilment of this, Christ our Lamb was
unblemished by sin. Verse 6 goes on to say, “ ...and ye shall
keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month.” The
purpose of their keeping the lamb for the four days was to
inspect it and make sureit had no blemish. Christ our Passover
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Lamb wasinspected by four people before Hisdeath: Ananias,
Caiaphas, Herod, and Pilate. They all found nowrong in Him.
In much the same way, we will be inspected by four groups:
the world, the Church, Satan, and Christ.

The Israelites were then commanded to kill and eat the lamb.
In the New Testament, we are commanded to eat (or partake)
of Christ. In John 6:53 the Lord declared, “ Unless you eat
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no
lifeinyourselves.” (NKJV) Thisisnot aliteral but aspiritual
command for us to fulfil. Christ went on in verse 63 to say,
“ ...the flesh profits nothing; the words that | have spoken to
you are spirit and are life.” (NKJV) We do not literally eat
Christ’s flesh and drink His blood when we partake of
communion. The bread and cup are only emblems which
represent His body and blood. We spiritually partake of His
flesh when we feed upon His Word, because Christ is the
Word made flesh (dn. 1:14). Life and spirit are in the blood
(Lev. 17:14), so we spiritually drink His blood as we partake
of Hislife and His Spirit.

In Exodus 12:8 we read, “...and they shall eat it with
unleavened bread.” (NKJV) Leaven is a symbol of sin,
hypocrisy, and false doctrine (study 1 Cor. 5:6-8 and
Mt. 16:11-12). Exodus 12:15 then says, “ You shall put leaven
out of your houses.” (NKJV) For us, this can include
removing worldly magazines, books, pictures, statues, and
television programs from our house. David said, “ ... will
walk within my house with a perfect heart. | will set no
wicked thing beforemineeyes...” (Ps. 101:2b-34). Be careful
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what you allow in your house, because these things can cause
compromise and bring in other spirits.

Thenwearetoldin Exodus 12:11 that the | sragliteswereto eat
thelamb, “ .. .with your loinsgirded, your sandalson your feet,
and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste.”
(NKJV) This showed that the Passover was the start of their
journey out of Egypt towards the
Promised Land. We therefore Be careful
understand that when weaccept Christ
asour Saviour, we begin a spiritual
journey and are headed for a
destination. We are to press on in our
walk with God from our conversion | lest anothet

what you
allow in

your house,

towardsour destination, “ unto a perfect spirit
man, unto the measure of the stature of come in.
the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). g J

“The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you
live; and when | seetheblood | will passover you™ (Ex. 12:13,
NKJV). The protection of the Israelites was the blood of the
Passover lamb. We must always remember that the blood of
Christ saves and protects us. We should therefore speak much
about the blood.

PASSOVER AND THE REVIVALS
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AGE

The revival that began with the first Feast of Passover in
Exodus chapter 12 delivered the Israglites from Egypt. The
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power of this revival is what founded the nation of Israel.
Generally speaking, the revivals that continued to occur in
the Old Testament times of the Age of the Law were all
associated with the celebration of the Passover. After Moses
death, Joshua crossed the Jordan to enter the Promised Land
at the Feast of Passover (Josh. 5:10). Hezekiah and Josiah
had their great revivals at the Feast of Passover (2 Chr. 30:1,
2 Ki. 23:21-22). During the Restoration Era, the feast that
Ezra celebrated was the Passover (Ezra 6:19). Down
throughout the Old Testament times the Lord sent revivals
based on the Feast of Passover. The end of that age was then
fulfilled by Christ when He died as the Lamb of God upon a
cross at the time of the Feast of Passover (Jn. 19:13-16).

THE FEAST OF PENTECOST

After the Passover, the Feast of Pentecost was celebrated in
the third month of the Jewish religious calendar. It was first
observed after the Israglites left Egypt and came to Mount
Sinal (Ex. 19:1-2). At Mount Sinai the presence of God came
down with fire, and they heard the voice of God, had divine
provision, miracles, healing, and many other blessings. This
feast speaks of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which wasfirst
experienced by the early Church on the day of Pentecost in
Acts chapter two. The same experiencesthat thel sraelites
had at M ount Sinai arenow availablethrough thebaptism
of the Holy Spirit.

| can remember when | wasfirst baptized inthe Holy Spiritin
thehillsof Southern England. Not only did | speak intongues,
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but that night | could not touch my body becauseit was burning
with the fire of God. The Early Church understood this, for
John the Baptist had spoken about the baptism of the Holy
Spirit with fire.

The significance of Pentecost and the baptism of the Holy
Spirit is further shown by the meaning of the name
“ Pentecost.” This name comes from the Greek word for
“fifty.” It wasnamed thisbecauseit was celebrated fifty days
after the Feast of Passover. Fifty isalso the number of jubilee,
which speaks of liberty, deliverance, and restoration as is
mentioned in Leviticus 25. These are correspondingly some
of the results of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Leviticus 23:16-17 states that on the day of Pentecost the
| sraelitesmade an offering to the L ord of bread that was baked
with leaven. Remember, leaven speaks of sin and wrong
doctrine. Thisshowsthat the baptism of the Holy Spiritisnot
only reserved for those who are pure and holy. The Corinthian
church is an example of this as it was a very charismatic
church, but it was far from being a holy church. The baptism
of the Holy Spirit is not given exclusively to those who are
holy, but it is given to believers who seek for the Holy Spirit
to help lead them on towards holiness.

We need to understand thisin order to comprehend why there
is mixture in many Pentecostal and Charismatic churches.
The power of God can bethere; but sin, wrong doctrine, false
worship, and many other things can be there al'so. Moses met
with God whilethe Lord revea ed His mighty power on Mount
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Sinai; but at the same time the Israglites at the bottom of the
mountain were worshiping the golden calf and committing
sin. Inasimilar way thereis corrupt worship and amixture of
spirits in some Pentecostal churches today.

| was in a church many years ago in Switzerland. During the
service, God opened my eyes and | saw that on one side of
the platform there was an angel of the Lord, but on the other
side of the platform there was afallen angel. At certain times
the holy angel would step up to the pul pit and minister through
the person who was then leading the service. But at other
times the angel would have to step back, and the fallen angel
would step up to direct the service through the leader at the
pulpit. Why? Because the people were not whole-hearted
in following God, and therewas sin in the church. | have
since seen this happen at different churches not only during
worship services, but also during the preaching. As leaders,
we need to understand how these things can happen.

PENTECOST AND THE REVIVALS
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT AGE

When we come into the New Testament Church Age, we find
that revivalsare centred around the Feast of Pentecost. Fromthe
beginning of the Church on the day of Pentecost, it has been the
baptism of the Holy Spirit and the power of God that has caused
thework of God to prosper. Therevivasin Jerusdem (Acts2-4),
Samaria (Acts 8), the house of Cornelius (Acts 10), and the
continuing revivals of the book of Acts were all based on the
baptism and the miracle working power of the Holy Spirit.
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In Church history, the Early Church was overshadowed by
the Pentecostal power of the Holy Spirit for several centuries.
However, when Emperor Constantine made Christianity the
statereligion of the Roman Empire, the spiritual power of the
Church started to be replaced with ecclesiastical power and
false doctrine. Eventually this became corrupted into the
Roman Pope seeking to rule over kingsand nations. Religious
and secular historiansalike call thisthe“Dark Ages’ of about
A.D. 500 to 1500. But God in His mercy continued to grant
revivalsto different groups and nationsthrough the centuries.
In our day He has been restoring to many Christian
denominationsthe power of the Pentecostal message through
the Charismatic Renewal .

At the beginning of the Charismatic Movement, the Lord
gavemeavision. | saw the Jordan River during harvest time
when it overflowsall of itsbanks. It stretches out to become
very wide, and it brings life to the desert areas wherever it
flows. In thisvision the Lord said that He was causing the
Charismatic Movement to be like the Jordan when it floods.
The Charismatic blessing overflowed from the narrow
channel of the Pentecostal churches to bring new life and
revival to many denominations. But theninthisvision | saw
that the waters of theriver were going to go down and return
to their usual channel. | saw that here and there pools of
water would remain for a season; but they would become
muddy, polluted, and eventually dry up. The Lord showed
me that the churches and people who were touched by the
Charismatic Renewal would not all be able to stay in their
former places. The blessing that would flow there for a
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season would not remain, as many of these groups would
again become isolated, stagnant, and dry. The purpose for
the flooding of the river was to bring the people from the
distant places back into the mainstream of what God is
continuing to do in these last days.

The Feast of Passover representsthe experience of salvation,
and after salvation we need to go oninour spiritual growthto
receive the Pentecostal baptism of the Holy Spirit. Yet many
people think that if they have received the Holy Spirit, they
have arrived at spiritual maturity. Actually, the Pentecostal
experienceisonly alaunching pad into what God hasfor
us. AsHebrews 6:1 tellsus, “ ...let us go on unto perfection,
not laying again the foundation...of the doctrine of baptisms.”

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is only to be one of the
foundations in our spiritual life. We must build upon these
foundationsif we want to continue on towards full maturity.
Let usgo on!

TABERNACLES AND THE FEASTS
OF THE SEVENTH MONTH

The third group of feasts took place in the seventh month of
the religious calendar of Israel. Through the hot and dry
summer months preceding this time there had been no new
feastinlsrael, although there had been the continual harvesting
of the crops. This speaks to us of the long and dry middle
centuries of the Church Age. Although the Church did not
enter into new spiritual experiences during these centuries, it
continued to reap harvests and see growth.
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After this dry time there came a new group of feastsin the
seventh month (Lev. 23:23-43). It is actually composed of
three feasts called the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of
Atonement, and finally the Feast of Tabernacles. Thisgroup
isgenerally called by the name of the longest and last feast,
the Feast of Tabernacles.

THE FEAST OF TRUMPETS

Leviticus23:24 statesthat onthefirst day of the seventh month
the children of Israel wereto have afeast called “ a memorial
of blowing of trumpets.” To find the significance of theblowing
of thesetrumpetswe must study Numberschapter 10. Thesilver
trumpets that Moses made were for several purposes. Their
first purpose is shown in verse two where the Lord said, “ You
shall use them for summoning the congregation.” (NKJV)
When the trumpets were blown, al the nation of Israel wasto
gather together at the tabernacle to await further instructions
from the Lord. We have seen this Feast of Trumpets fulfilled
dispensationally in world history in our own times. This
occurred when the Israglites assembled together again from
around the world to re-establish their nation in 1948.

The second reason for the blowing of the trumpets shownin
Numbers 10:2was* for thejourneying of thecamps.” (NKJV)
Inworld history the Lord is moving on with His plans, and to
accomplish them He has been directing the Jews to return to
the Holy Land. This restoration of their nation is part of the
Lord's preparations for the soon coming Millennium, when
Christ shall rule the world for 1,000 years from Jerusalem.
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Numbers 10:9 tells us that a third reason for the blowing of
thetrumpetswasto sound thealarm for war. Thishascertainly
been the experience of the nation of Israel since their
restoration in 1948, as they have been in continual conflict
with their Arab neighbours and with the Palestinians, who
were known in Bible days as the Philistines.

This helps show the dispensational fulfilment of the Feast of
Trumpets in our time, as natural Israel isatype or asign of
what Godisdoingin spiritua Isragl, the Church (1 Cor. 15:46).
When Israel became anation in 1948 the Lord also began to
move afreshin revival power that raised up great evangelists
and prophetic ministries. The Feast of Trumpets is now
continuing to be spiritually fulfilled as God's messengers go
throughout the worldwide Church, blowing the trumpet by
declaring the prophetic word of the Lord. It is to gather the
people to hear from God afresh and direct them to move on.
Thisiswhat God is saying throughout the world today. He
wants His Church to move on. The Lord wants His Church to
leave the elementary doctrines of Hebrews 6:1-2, and “ go on
to perfection.” Also, thetrumpet call to the Churchisspeaking
of the natural warsthat are coming to the earth, aswell asthe
spiritual battles that are to be won in order for the army of
God to bring revival to the nations.

THE DAY OF ATONEMENT

Thenext feast iscalled the Day of Atonement, and isconsidered
the most sacred day of the year to the Jews. Leviticus 23:27
says, “ Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall
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be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto
you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made
by fireunto the LORD.” The Day of Atonement isgoverned by
the number ten, the number of trials and testing. This can be
seeninthetentriasof Isragl inthewilderness. We can also see
thisin Danidl 1:12 where we read, “ .. .test your servants for
ten days,” (NKJV) and in Revelation 2:10, “ ...you will have
tribulation for ten days.” (NKJV) On this Day of Atonement
the Jewswent through trial and affliction asthey all fasted and
prayed. In Leviticus chapter 16 we can read more about the
events of thisday. The high priest offered sacrifices and made
atonement for the sin of the entire nation.

For the Christian, the feast of the Day of Atonement speaks
of cleansing from sin where we enter into living the crucified
life of Romans6:6. For the Church, it representsthe cleansing
that must take place before the end of thisage for the Church
to become the holy bride mentioned in Ephesians 5:27 and
Revelation 19:7-8.

Dispensationally, | believethat we arein the Day of Atonement
now. It started intheyear 1973. That year my wifeand | were
travelling around the Middle East conducting meetings, when
we crossed into Israel and spent an evening at a hotel on the
Mount of Olives. The awesome presence of God came into
our hotel room asthe L ord began to show me the next war as
well as other sufferings that the nation of Israel was going to
enter into. A few weeks later that war began when the Arab
nationslaunched asurprise attack against Israel. Thiswasthe
Yom Kippur War, which started on the Day of Atonement.
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The sufferingsthat I srael began to enter into at that timearea
sign for us, that God is also allowing afflictions and trials to
do awork of cleansing and atonement around theworld. After
this, the Lord spoke very clearly to me in the beginning of
1974 and said, “1 am going to reveal sin in high places and
remove the leaders of many nations.” In the next two years
God exposed the sins of many national |eaders and removed
about 30 of them from their positions. Among them were
President Nixon of the United States, President Pompideau
of France, and the Chancellor of Germany, Villie Brandt. After
this God spoke to us again and said, “Now | am going to
revea sin in My Church. | am going to deal with sin and
remove it.” Thisis what the Lord has been doing in recent
yearsin the Church. The Lord has been exposing sin and has
been speaking of our need for cleansing and holiness. God
has been doing adeep inner cleansing so that the Church will
enter into the spiritual fulfilment of the Day of Atonement.
Then wewill be ready to enter into the experience of the last
feast, the Feast of Tabernacles. Thisexperiencewill bring the
worldwide Church into the last and greatest revival which
will preparetheway for the Second Coming of Christ and the
beginning of the Millennium.

THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES

The Feast of Tabernacles wasthe fina and the greatest feast of
the year for Isragl. Dispensationaly it represents the coming
Millennial Age, which will be the final and greatest age of the
present world, with Christ ruling over dl the nations for 1,000
years (Rev. 20:1-6). One of the scripturesthat confirmsthisisin
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Zechariah 14. This chapter begins by describing the final sege
of Jerusalem by theArab armiesin verses 1-2. The prophet then
describes the Second Coming of Christ in verses 3-15. The
Millenniumisthen mentionedinverse 16: “ Andit shall cometo
pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came
against Jerusalemshall even go up fromyear to year to worship
theKing, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.”
Thistells usthat every year during the Millennium, the nations
of theworld will each send adel egation to Jerusalem to worship
King Jesus. Thiswill happen at theyearly celebration of the Feast
of Tabernacles. Zechariah 14:17-19 aso goes on to say that if
any of the nations do not send a delegation to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles, that nation will be punished with drought for that
year. So it is clear that the Millennial Kingdom reign of Christ
will be centred around the Feast of Tabernacles.

As previously mentioned, the Feast of Tabernacles will also
have a spiritua fulfilment in the Church before the Second
Coming of Christ. Just asthe nation of Isragl isbeing naturally
prepared by God to be ready to take their place in the coming
Millennium, sotheLordisaso spiritualy preparing the Church.
This fina outpouring of the Spirit in the last days upon the
Church is prophetically reveaed by the Feast of Tabernacles,
and speaksof revival, ingathering, joy, glory, and the appearing
of Christ.

TABERNACLES, THE FEAST OF REVIVAL

The name “tabernacles’ comes from the Hebrew word
“sukkah” which means, “ a booth or tent.” This name was
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givento thefeast because God commanded in Leviticus 23:42
that the Israelites were to dwell in tabernacles or tents for
seven days while they celebrated the feast. The root word of
“sukkah” is “suk” which means, “to cover with oil, to
anoint.” Therefore we expect that the spiritual meaning of
the Feast of Tabernacles is that the Church in the last days
will dwell under an anointed covering of the Holy Spirit.

Weread in Isaiah 25:7 that the Lord from Zion will destroy
“the covering whichis over all peoples, even the veil which
is stretched over all nations” (NKJV). This signifies the
breaking of the power of the satanic principalitiesthat govern
the nations. The Church has seen glimpses of thisin previous
revivals. During the Welsh revival, the anointing did not
just fall on the church services, but on entire communities.
In the early part of the 20" century the Lord gave arevival
in Sweden where the conviction of the Spirit of God fell
upon the entire nation. These glimpses are what we will see
in greater measure in the coming revival. The people will
be convicted of their sins, evenif they do not yet know about
Christ, and even if they have never beeninachurch. Thisis
the kind of revival that we are going to see again in our day.
There have been many visions given of the revival that is
going to take place, where community after community and
city after city will be blanketed by the Spirit of the Fear of
the Lord. The people will be falling down in the streets,
crying out to God and asking Him for forgiveness. Not only
will the Church dwell under the anointed covering of the
Holy Spirit, but | believe that we are going to see nations
covered by the Spirit of God in these last days.



The Feasts of Israel 53

TABERNACLES, THE
FEAST OF INGATHERING

The Feast of Tabernacles is also called “ the Feast of
Ingathering” in Exodus 23:16. Thereit is mentioned as being
“ at the end of the year.” The explanation of thisisfound in the
two caendarsthat the | sraglitesfollowed.
Onewasfor their religious year, and the There will
other was for their civil or agricultural

: L be a mighty
year. According to their religious ; theri
calendar, this feast was in the seventh | 828

of souls at

month; but according to their civil or
agricultural year, itwasattheendof the | the end of
year. It wasthetimewhen thefullness of this age.
theyear'sharvest wasal gatheredin.  \Q J

Just asthisfeast took place at the end of theyear for Isradl, its
spiritual fulfilment will take place at the end of the age for
the Church. Therewill be amighty ingathering of soulsat the
end of this age, as prophesied in such scriptures as
Matthew 13:39 & 47, Isaiah 60:1-7, and James 5:7-8. We are
not looking for a complete faling away of the saints, where
only afew will be left in the earth. No! There will be great
revival at theend of theagethat will gather in thefullness
of the abundant harvest of the Church.

TABERNACLES, THE FEAST OF JOY

Deuteronomy 16:13-14 says, “ You shall celebrate the Feast
of Booths [ Tabernacles] seven days after you have gathered
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infromyour threshing floor and your wine vat; and you shall
rgoiceinyour feast.” (NKJV) Thereisawaysgreat joy when
there is a good harvest. The Feast of Tabernacles also took
placejust after the harvest of the oil and the new wine, which
both speak of the joy of the Lord. The Lord wants to give
those who mourn in Zion the oil of gladness. He wantsto fill
uswith the new wine of His Spirit. The pure joy of Jesuswill
be seen throughout the Church, and will give us the strength
to fulfil God'swill in these |last days.

TABERNACLES, THE FEAST OF GLORY

Another aspect of the Feast of Tabernaclesisthat it isprophetic
of theglory of the Lord that will cover the Church at the end of
theage. Weread of thisin Haggai chapter 2. Verse 1 reads, “ In
the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month,
came the word of the LORD by the prophet Haggai, saying.”

Thiswasonthelast and greatest day of the Feast of Tabernacles.
The message given for this day was, “ The glory of this latter
house shall begreater than of theformer,” aswereadinverse 9.
Thisis prophetic of the Church, that the glory of the Churchin
the last days will be greater than the Early Church. The Early
Church had the blessing of Pentecost, which is the baptism of
the Holy Spirit; but the Church in the last days will also
experience the blessings of the Feast of Tabernacles.

Second Chronicles 5:3 tells us that the Temple of Solomon
was dedicated at the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. Why?
Because it is atype of the last day Church! We then read in
verses 13 and 14 that as the temple was dedicated, the glory
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of the Lord filled the temple. The priests could not even
continue to minister because of the glory that was revealed.
We also read in Isaiah 4:5, “ And the LORD will create upon
every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies,
a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire
by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence.” Just as
the glory of God filled Solomon’s Temple on the Feast of
Tabernacles, the glory of God will be seen in these last days
upon the churches that are dwelling in spiritual Zion.

| have been taken by the Spirit to see visions of what God is
going to do in the coming revival in many nations. | have
seen the glory of God revealed upon the Church. | have seen
God supernaturally protecting His people by theglory of God,
just asHe protected the | sraelites before they crossed the Red
Sea. When will the glory of the Lord arise upon His people?
Isaiah declared that it will be when darkness shall cover the
earth. We arelike stars, and we know that the stars are seen at
night. The darker the night, the brighter the stars appear to
shine. So while deep darknessis coming to theworld, we can
rejoice that the glory of God is also coming to the saints.

TABERNACLES, THE FEAST
OF HIS APPEARING

The Feast of Tabernacles is also atime when the Lord Jesus
will reveal Himself to His people in new ways. When Jesus
was glorified on the Mount of Transfiguration, it was atype
of what will occur in the Church during the fulfilment of the
Feast of Tabernacles. Peter wanted to build three tabernacles
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so that they could stay there and enjoy the glory of Christ
along with Moses and Elijah. Revelation chapter 11 saysthat
in the last days these two witnesses, Moses and Elijah, will
be revealed again. But moreimportantly, we await seeing the
glorified Christ revealed among His saints!

Beforeour Lord physically returnsfrom heavenin His Second
Coming, He will reveal Himself in and through His Church
in much greater ways. In John 7:2 the Jews' Feast of
Tabernacleswasat hand. Theninverse 10 weread, “ But when
hisbrethren were gone up, then went he also up unto the feast,
not openly, but asit werein secret.” Thenverse 14 says, “ Now
about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple,
and taught.” Finally, we read in verse 37, “ On the last day,
the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out...” Christ
progressively revealed Himself in a greater and greater way
throughout the days of the Feast of Tabernacles as a sign of
what He will do in the Church during these last days. Christ
will reveal Himself in greater and greater ways, until Hewill
be seen in His fullness in His people. | have had a little
foretaste of what thisis going to be like.

A number of yearsago, | wassitting on aplatformwith several
other ministers at a convention. We were listening to another
minister who wasthen preaching. Suddenly the Lord appeared,
and He walked up onto the platform. Then He walked right
into me as | was sitting there. When | looked down | did not
see my own hands, but only His nail-scarred hands. | did not
seemy clothes, but only Hiswhite garments. Most importantly,
as | watched the speaker, | was watching him through the
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Lord’'s eyes and hearing him with His ears. | even felt in my
heart what the L ord was feeling about thisminister. That only
lasted for about two minutes, but | understood in a new way
what it meansto have” Christinyou.” Let usbelievethat we
can experience what the Word of God says, “ .. .that ye might
befilled with all the fulnessof God” (Eph. 3:19). Intheselast
days Christ and Hisfullnesswill be seen and demonstrated in
and through His people. Praise the Lord!

The Church still hasmuch to enter into beforethe Lord returns,
and there is not much time left in this dispensation. Great
revival must come to the Church for her to fulfil her calling
and gather the full harvest of souls in these last days. The
Church must come to full maturity and glory to become
conformed to the image of Christ. Beloved, let us pressin to
attain to all that our Lord is offering to His people in these
last days. Heisstanding at the door and isknocking. Itistime
to seek God earnestly. Who will attain to intimate fellowship
with the Lord Jesus so that the glory of God may appear in
our churches, our communities, and in the nations? God is
solemnly calling. As He offers us His enabling grace, let us
be quick to respond.






59

CHAPTER Four

THE PREPARATION OF CHRIST FROM
THE BOOK OF |SAIAH

In looking at thelife of Christ through the book of Isaiah, we
can learn many important truths about how our Lord Jesus
Christ became prepared to fulfil His ministry. We know that
the life of Christ is a pattern for each of usto follow so that
we can a so become messengers of salvation and revival. By
the grace and anointing of God, thereis nothing that happened
to the Lord during His earthly ministry that is not also
attainable for us. First we need to learn to follow the way of
the Lord for our own lives, but then we must have an
understanding of these truths for those that we minister to.
God ispreparing to pour out His Spirit upon the nations
in great revival; and the Lord israising up leaders and
teachers who will be ready to guide the multitudes who
are already beginning to cometo Christ.

BEFORE HIS BIRTH

Beginning with Christ’sconception, | saiah prophesied about the
lifeof Christ with great accuracy (Isa. 7:17). Then, inlsaiah 49:1,
the prophet went on to say these words of Christ: “ Listen, O
ides, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD
hath called mefromthewomb.” Thesewordsareclearly written
to the Church of the Last Days, to those who are living in the
idand nations and in continents far away from Israel.
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Wefindinthisprophetic versethat the call of God upon Jesus
Christ would be revealed when Jesuswas still in Hismother’s
womb. This was fulfilled in Matthew 1:21 where the angel
said to Joseph, “ For he shall save hispeoplefromtheir sins.”

Being called from thewomb was al so experienced by Jeremiah
and the Apostle Paul (Jer. 1.5, Gal. 1:15).

Although these men were called of God from beforethey were
born, they did not understand that call until many years later.
This can still happen today. God can place a call upon your
life before you were born, but you may not understand the
message until adulthood or later in life. For this reason the
Apostle Paul prayed for the Ephesian believersthat God would
givethem the spirit of revelation so that they would know the
hope of Hiscalling (Eph. 1:16-18). In Acts 19:6, weread that
the Ephesian believers were Pentecostals who spoke in
tonguesand prophesied. But Paul knew that they needed more.
They needed to understand their calling.

It is very important that we understand and are dedicated to
the call of God for our lives. | have known ministers who
havelooked at the ministry of someone elseand havewrongly
coveted it. Wehaveto becareful of this. If theLord isanointing
and blessing some brother or sister in a certain ministry, it
does not mean that God is calling us to that same ministry.
We have seen many ministers destroyed when they tried to
move in a different ministry from that which God had given
them. We must realize that thereisa personal call on our
individual lives so that we will dedicate our selves wholly
to God’swill and not look to theleft or to theright.
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When you are pastoring a church, you must also be able to
choose the other leaders for the church by the anointing of
God. Years ago we knew a man who had been travelling
through Holland and Germany. This man had done many
miracles. He came to us and asked to join our work, but we
knew that his life was not upright. As we were speaking to
him, the L ord opened my spiritual eyes. Behind him | saw the
demon prince that was causing hismiracles. Thisdemon was
saying “1 want to join your ministry.” The Spirit of God then
spoke through me and said, “ And no man taketh this honour
unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.”

(Heb. 5:4). We cannot take a ministry position unless it is
given to us by God!

You must know who people are spiritually, because some are
pretenders. The one who praises you so highly when you
becomethe new pastor may bethe onewho triesto crucify you
later on. The person whotellsyou that you areagift from heaven
may be the one who would like to see you dlip into hell!
However, be assured that God will honour your ministry when
He puts you into leadership. He will -
show youwho the peoplearespiritually. Itis so

Perhaps He will visit you in the night important
and show you who the people are, or at
timesHewill giveyou asingleword or
a name to describe that person. The

to be
dedicated to

word of knowledge and the word of the call of
wisdom can show you. Ask God to show God for
you your Joshuas and your Timothys our lives.

whom you can train and lead on. \.
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In Isaiah 49:1, Christ went on to declare that from the womb
He was called by name. Thiswas fulfilled in Matthew 1:21
where the angel told Joseph, “ Thou shall call his name
JESUS” Jesusisthe Greek form of the name* Joshua’ which
means “ Jehovah is salvation.” Thisrevealed that He wasto
be the Saviour. Names often have a prophetic significance.
It is important when you start a church or an organization
that you pray to receive God's name for that work, because
in that name will be a revelation of the ministry that God
has ordained for you.

HIS EARLY CHILDHOOD

In Isaiah 9:6 the prophet wrote about the birth of Christ,
declaring, “ For unto us a child is born.” We understand
that Christ did not just suddenly appear in the world as the
mighty Son of God. He came as a baby. The Lord Jesus
Christ is our model of aleader. One important truth about
leadership isthat everything aleader does must be attainable
by those who follow him. As aleader of men, Christ came
in the same way as men and had to grow in the same way.
Aspastors and leaders, we must be careful to lead the sheep
in such away that they can follow our example. Our goal is
not to impress people, but to lead the sheep.

Asachild, Christ had to grow to maturity before He could
begin His ministry. The first stage of His spiritual
development was that He had to prepare to be an able
minister of the Word. Even so, Isaiah 7:15 says about His
early life, “Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know
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to refuse the evil and choosethe good.” The butter (or curds)
speaks of the abundance of milk, which 1 Peter 2:2 tells us
spiritually is the sincere milk of the Word of God. Honey
speaks of revelation and isalso atype of the Holy Spirit (cf.
1 Sam. 14:27, Eph. 1:18). Because Jesus fed on butter (the
Word of God) and honey (the revelation of the Spirit), He
was able to refuse the evil and choose the good. As we
likewise feed upon the Word of God and allow the Spirit of
God to speak to us, we will also gain spiritual discernment
and have the ability to make right choices.

We can see a picture of the Lord’s further development in
Isaiah 49:2. Here the Lord declares, “ And he hath made
my mouth like a sharp sword...” Wefind in Hebrews 4:12
that the Word of God is like a sharp two-edged sword.
While Christ grew as achild, He learned to fill His mouth
with the Word of God. By the age of twelve He wasin the
temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening
to them and asking them questions (Lk. 2:46-47). All who
heard Him were astonished at His understanding and
answers. The Lord wants to also do this in each of our
lives. We have already said that Jesus Christ is our model
leader, and that a leader must do that which his followers
can also attain. The Lord wants to accomplish the promise
of Isaiah 59:21in our lives—* Asfor me, thisismy covenant
with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee,
and my words which | have put in thy mouth, shall not
depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed,
nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD,
from henceforth and for ever.”
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Once, | was on the faculty of a Bible college where some
teacherswereteaching conflicting doctrines. One of theteachers
on the opposing side said, “It's al right, Brian. It is good for
the students to hear my side and your side.” But later that day
in aprayer meeting, the Lord met me in an awesome way and
declared, “It's My Word! It's MY Word, not man's word!”
Therefore, when we preach and counsel, we need to cry out to
God. Do not just throw around alot of opinionsand scriptures.
We need to receive the Word of the Lord, so that when we
speak we are the messengers of God. When Christ was only
twelve yearsold, He was aready able to confound the doctors
of the law in Jerusalem with His knowledge of the Scriptures.
By that time the Lord Jesus had aready fulfilled the prophecy
of Isaiah 49:2 that His mouth would be like a sharp sword.

As Jesus was aready skilled with the Word of God at the age
of twelve, we might ask the question, “Why did the Father not
send Jesus out to preach to the nation at that time?” Thisisalso
aquestion that many young Bible school graduates may ask of
theLord. After they havelearned and achieved successin their
Bible classes, they may fed that they should be sent forth to
preach, pastor achurch, or becomeamissionary. | can remember
when | graduated from Bible schooal. | thought the Lord would
lead me directly into the ministry. Instead, He told me to go
back home. It was months later before He opened a door into
the ministry for me. Young Bible school graduates may be sent
forthimmediately to test their abilities and “ spy out” the land
of their inheritance. However, to enter the fullness of their
ministry there are more stages of preparation that are needed.
Thistruth is demonstrated in the life of Christ.
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We are adso told in Isaiah 53:2 that Christ was * a root out of
parched ground.” Itisclear that Jesusgrew up inaspiritually
dry atmosphere. We often think that if we were in a place
where the Spirit is moving that we will be al right, yet at
times God puts us where there is dryness. Thisisimportant,
because dry ground can develop something that a spiritually
well-watered place of revival cannot. Dry ground can develop
strong roots. There are sometreesin rainy climatesthat grow
up very quickly. However, because they do not have deep
roots, they are easily pushed over. | am concerned when | see
someone shoot up very rapidly in the ministry because there
isadanger that they can aso quickly come crashing down. It
isimportant that we develop strong spiritual roots so that we
can grow up and be fruitful, even if the Lord leads us to
minister in adry or difficult location. Isaiah 9:1-2 tells more
about the location where Jesus grew up, and where He also
spent most of Histimein the ministry. It describes Galilee as
“adark land” where “ the people...walk in darkness.” This
wasthelocation where the Father placed His Son, yet because
of His preparation, the Lord was made ready to overcomeall
the difficulties He would face.

Isaiah 49:2 continues to show development and progression
inthelifeof our Lord Jesus Christ. After we hear thetestimony,
“ He hath made my mouth like a sharp sword,” this scripture
continues on to say, “ In the shadow of his hand hath he hid
me.” Thefirst part of that verse was fulfilled by the time the
Lord was 12 years old. Then we see nothing at all in the
Gospels about Christ’s life for the next 18 years. However,
we can see these years of His preparation in the next part of
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| saiah’s prophecy. Christ was hidden under the shadow of His
Father’s hand. We have already seen in Isaiah 9:2 that He
lived in aland of darkness, but here we see that He was also
personally hidden in that darkness.

Often, our theology causesusto believethat if wearewalking
in obedience to God, we will constantly be in light. No! It
may bethat if we havewalked in obedience, wewill be placed
indarkness. Isaiah 50:10 says, “ Who isamong you that feareth
the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh
in darkness, and hath no light?” The verse goes on to say
that when we are in darkness, we areto “ trust in the name of
the Lord.” Inverse 11, we are warned about trying to make
our own way of escape out of the situations where God puts
usindarkness. “ Behold, all yethat kindle afire, that compass
yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire,
and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of
mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.” If we are in
darkness and we are walking uprightly with God, then
wearetotrust intheLord and wait. Isaiah 45:2 saysthere
are “treasures of darkness’ that we often will not find
anywhere else. The Lord can also speak to uswhenwearein
darkness, as He said in Matthew 10:27, “ What | tell you in
darkness, that speak yein light.”

There was a time many years ago when we had no money.
My wifeAudrey was sick, our apartment had no heat, and we
did not have any food. We did have atelephone, and | knew
that | could have called a number of people who would have
been glad to send us relief. However, the Lord spoke to me
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and said, “If you pick up that phone, | am through with you.”
| knew that the Lord did not mean | would have lost my
salvation. | would have probably remained a pastor and
continued at the same spiritual level | had attained. But | knew
that the Lord was saying | could disqualify myself from having
Him lead me onward and upward in the Spirit. It was only
after 1 proved | could remain obedient and trusting in that
darknessthat the Lord rescued usfrom that trial. Therewasa
purpose for Christ to be hidden in darkness between the age
of 12 and 30. Isaiah 49:2 tells us what happened: “In the
shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished
shaft.” During these years when our Lord was hidden from
recorded history, He was being shaped and polished to become
an arrow that would be ableto hit the mark of Hishigh calling.

The Hebrew word “ chatha,” which is the word most
commonly trandated as” sin” inthe Old Testament, can help
us to understand this better. It can also be trandlated as “ to
miss the mark.” We can see this concept in Romans 3:23,
where the Scripture says, “ All have sinned and come short of
the glory of God.” This scripture helps us understand why
Christ was prepared to be a polished shaft. He had to be the
arrow that would fly straight to hit the mark. He had to be
different than the rest of humanity, who like crooked arrows,
miss the mark and fall short of the glory of God.

The Lord made this very clear to me many years ago when |
had the experience of dying. | had asked Him to end my life
and take me to heaven because of the opposition | wasfacing
in the ministry at that time. God answered my prayer.
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The angel of the Lord appeared to me one night while | was
sleeping. When | awoke, | found him standing above my bed.
| came out of my body and stood next to the angel. For abrief
moment, which seemed like an eternity, | looked down at my
body lying beside my wife who was sleeping peacefully. The
realization that my life was over gripped me. | could do no
more on this earth to serve the Lord. It was afearful feeling
that everything was over.

The angel turned and | turned together with him. No word
was spoken between us. Then it was as though the roof of the
parsonage was no longer there and we went quicker than
lightning towards heaven, which | could seeinthefar distance.
The nearer we cameto heaven, the sadder | became. Although
| knew that | was saved, baptized in water, baptized in the
Holy Spirit, and living inthelight that | had received, strangely,
| was not looking forward to going to heaven.

We arrived at the gates of heaven. As | was standing there, |
was shown my whole life from birth to that present moment
inaseriesof pictures, oneafter another in amatter of seconds.
Some of the pictureswere blank. | understood that these blank
pictures were times in my life when | had failed God, but
because | had asked for forgiveness, all memory and record
of them had been washed away by the blood of Jesus.

TheLord revealed to me God's purposefor my life. | realized
that | had not fulfilled it, for | was dying before my appointed
time. In an agony of spirit, | pleaded with the Lord to send me
back to earth and give me another chance to fulfil my calling
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and hit themark for my life. The angel must havereceived an
order from the Lord, because at that very moment, he and |
turned again without aword being spoken, and we went down
towards earth at a tremendous speed.

Arriving at my bedside, | saw my body lying there. The angel
then touched me and | returned to my body. After afew days
| asked the Lord why He had given me that experience, and
Hereplied, “ That you might warn My people and show them
what it is like to die.” Beloved, one never wants to go to
heaven before he has hit the mark of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus. | know the agony of it, and | would spare
anybody that experience.

Revelation 21:4 speaks of how God will wipe away the tears
in heaven. When you enter heaven, you will have God's plan
for your life shown to you. You will be shown how much of
that plan you have completed. You will give an account of
more than whether you are saved and have gathered some
heavenly rewards. You must also give an account asto whether
you have been asan arrow that hitsthe mark and does not fall
short of the glory of God planned for your life. Therefore, as
Ecclesiastes 7:17 declares, it isimportant that you do not die
before the appointed time.

In considering how an arrow is prepared, there are basically
two parts: the sharp arrowhead often made of metal, and the
polished shaft made of wood. These two parts represent the
two natures of our Lord Jesus Christ. The sharp arrowhead
speaks of Christ asthe Son of God who could not sin or fail.
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Christ, the Incarnate Word, was already seen asasharp sword
(like the arrowhead) by the age of twelve. The wooden shaft
of the arrow represents the human nature of Christ, the Son
of Man. As God He could not fail, but as man, He could.

During these years that the Lord was hidden from recorded
history, Hishuman nature was being prepared so that Hewould
be asastraight, smooth shaft. If the shaft is crooked or rough
when the arrow fliesthrough the air, then even if thearrow is
pointed very accurately, it will missthe mark. Hebrews 5:8
reveal s that our Lord was shaped and polished to become an
arrow that would be able to hit the mark—* Though he were
a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he
suffered.” Hishuman nature had to be prepared by the things
He suffered. In that way, He could be sent forth to hit the
mark assigned to Him by the Father.

The mark Jesus hit was the cross. As Hebrews 5:9 goes on
to say of Christ, “ And being made perfect, he became the
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”
Through His obedient sufferings, Christ was prepared to
become the Arrow of God that would accomplish our
salvation. It is as we also learn to obediently go through
testings and trials that God is able to polish and perfect the
shaft of our life. He wantsusto be mature arrowsin His
hand that will hit the mark of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.

There are many ways that God usesto polish us. Sometime
ago, apastor cameto meand said, “1 want to leave my church
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because all the members are
rebellious. Can | close down the
church and send the members to a learn to go
different church?” When | prayedthe | through trials
Lord told me, “Don’t close the that God is
church.” The Lord showed me that
they were like the Moabites in
Psalm 60:8, who were being used by
God as His washpot. The Lord told the shaft
me, “When | want to perfect and of our life.
polish a pastor, | bring him to that -
church. The rebellious members rub, wash, and polish him
until heispolished, then afterwards| send him on and bring
in another pastor who needs polishing.” | saw that these
church members were never going to go on in God, but that
the Lord could use them to help prepare others who desired
to press on toward the mark.

It is as we

able to polish
and perfect

The next step in the preparation of Christ is found in
Isaiah 49:2,“ ...inhisquiver hath hehid me.” After anarrow
isprepared for use, it must wait until the proper time when
the archer will chooseto useit. From thisscriptureit appears
that Jesus was prepared and ready for some time before the
Father sent Him forth into public ministry. There are times
when God will hide us, and in loneliness we will wait for
the Father to choose us and send usforth. Thisteachesusto
depend on God. We can do nothing, except what the Lord
shows usto do. This preparation can also help us so that we
will beready if we need to stand alone or make an unpopul ar
decision in the ministry.
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ANOINTED AT THE JORDAN RIVER

When Jesus went to the Jordan River to begin His ministry,
He was the prepared arrow that was put into the bow of His
Father. But we also know that for an arrow to be shot out to
hit the mark, it has to be released with power. It was at the
Jordan that the Father anointed Christ with the power He
would need to speed toward the mark and fulfil His ministry.

We read in the Gospel s that the Holy Spirit descended like a
dove and rested upon Him. When the Spirit came upon Jesus,
the mantle of God was placed upon Him and He became the
“Christ,” which means* The Anointed One.”

The prophet Isaiah reveals to us the mantle of anointing that
wasupon our Lord JesusChrist. Inlsaiah 11:1 weread, “ There
shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch
shall grow out of hisroots.” Thisrefersto our Lord, who was
descended from David, whose father was Jesse. The Lord is
often referred to in the Scriptures as the Branch.

We then read in the next verse, “ And the Spirit of the Lord
will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and under standing,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and of the fear of the Lord.” These anointings are called
the seven Spirits of God in Revelation 4.5 and 5:6. This
mantle of the seven Spirits of God which came upon Christ
at the Jordan River is different from, and greater than, the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. Christ’s anointing was far
greater than what the disciples received on the day of
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Pentecost. We have to be able to understand the difference
between these two experiences.

For example, one of the seven Spirits of God is the Spirit of
knowledge, while one of the nine gifts of the Spirit that we
can receive after we are baptized in the Holy Spirit is the
word of knowledge. There is adifference between the Spirit
of knowledge and the word of knowledge. Solomon is an
example of someonewho was given the Spirit of knowledge.
A person like the Queen of Sheba could come to Solomon
and ask him many questions, and because of the anointing
that rested upon Solomon, he could answer every one. Because
of the mantle placed upon hislife, Solomon’sknowledge was
acontinual flow.

But the word of knowledge is not like this. When the gift of
the word of knowledge operates, you will supernaturally
know a certain fact. Then the gift might not operate for a
length of time before it will give you the knowledge of
another fact. Sometimes you will get a revelation through
the gift of knowledge, and sometimes you will not. But the
Spirit of knowledge is a continuous abiding anointing of
the knowledge of God. Thiswas the anointing upon Christ.
Jesus knew by the Spirit of knowledge who each person
was personally. John 2:24 tellsus, “ Heknew all men.” Christ
even knew who Judas was, although He kept that knowledge
to Himself.

So whilewe should each seek to be baptized inthe Holy Spirit
and should covet the gifts of the Spirit, there is more of the
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Holy Spirit that we can receive. Thisiswhy the Apostle Paul
prayed for the Ephesian believers (who were already
Pentecostals and were baptized in the Holy Spirit) that they
would receive the Spirit of wisdom (Eph. 1:17). We need the
anointing of the seven Spirits of God that was upon Christ to
help bring the Church to full maturity inthese Last Days. We
read in Revelation 5:6 that the Lamb of God had seven horns
and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out
into all the earth. We al so want to have the nature of the Lamb
of God, so that the seven Spirits of God can flow through us
and be sent out to minister to others.

Thefirst of these seven Spirits that Christ was anointed with
wasthe Spirit of the L ord. We read more about thisanointing
inlsaiah 61:1. “ The Spirit of the Lord God isupon me, because
the Lord hath anointed meto preach.” The Spirit of the Lord
isto anoint us, and enable usto preach. We want to be able to
say with Christ, “ ...the words that | speak unto you | speak
not of myself” (Jn. 14:10). It isvery important for a minister
to be anointed by God to preach, because it isthe Holy Spirit
who confirmsthe preaching of theword. We cannot just preach
and expect to see results because we are el oguent or because
we know the Bible very well. We have to be anointed by the
Spirit of the Lord.

The second anointinginIsaiah 11:2isthe Spirit of wisdom.
It is the anointing which gives us the ability to make right
choices at the right time. Wisdom could be defined as
correctly using knowledge. Knowledge by itself is not
enough. You can know something without being able to
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properly use that knowledge. To be a good leader we need
the Spirit of wisdom, just as Joshua received the Spirit of
wisdom from Moses when he was anointed to become the
next leader of Israel (Deut. 34:9).

| was once the pastor of a church that was entering into the
Charismatic movement. When the L ord began to movein one
church service, the wife of one of the deacons spoke out and
opposed the work of the Spirit. | closed the service, and went
next door to our residence as | considered what to do about
this difficulty. As | walked into our dining room, | had a
remarkable experience. | saw the seven-branched golden
candlestick passing across the wall. Revelation 4:5 tells us
that the seven lamps are the seven Spirits of God. As | saw
the candlestick, amighty mantle of the Spirit came upon me.
There was an awesome manifestation of the holiness of God
that | cannot explain. This mighty mantle came upon me,
which | felt was the Spirit of wisdom. O what wisdom the
Spirit gave me to answer this church problem! All | did was
laugh, as when the Lord laughed at those in Psalm 2 who
were opposing Him. | laughed because that woman who had
opposed the move of the Spirit had tried to stand against the
awesome might of a holy God. When she was in the service
she had been perfectly healthy, but within a half hour of that
experience, she was in the hospital. God is not mocked!

Some time after this, when | wasin Los Angeles, | went to
visit Kathryn Kuhlman. She prayed for me and said oneword,
“Wisdom.” | wasdaininthe Spirit assoon as her hand touched
my forehead. The reason | mention thisis because | believe
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that if we sincerely desire the Spirit of wisdom, God will
impart it to us. Kathryn Kuhlman normally prayed for healing,
but when she prayed for me, she prayed that the Lord would
anoint mewith wisdom. | did not need healing, but God knew
the desire of my heart. James 1.5 says, “ If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”

Thethird anointing isthe Spirit of under standing. Thiscan
help us to understand God's ways, and what He is doing
(1 Chr. 12:32, Lk. 24:45). The Spirit of understanding also
helpsusto properly interpret visionsand dreams (Dan. 1:17).
It is very important when a person has a vision or a dream
that he or she understands the revelation correctly.

It isnot enough to ssmply receive adream, vision, or prophetic
word from God. The Spirit of understanding is still needed to
correctly interpret it. Nebuchadnezzar and Pharaoh both
received revelationsfrom the Lord in their dreams, but Daniel
and Joseph were needed to interpret them correctly in order
for their dreamsto give guidance in fulfilling God's plans. |
have known many people who haveruined their lives because
they did not correctly interpret adream or vision they received
from the Lord.

Asan example of avision being misinterpreted, | will tell you
more about the deacon’s wife who | mentioned had opposed
thework of the Holy Spirit in the church service. God was not
pleased with her and the result wasthat, although she had been
healthy up to that time, she had to suddenly be rushed to the
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hospital at the end of the service. That night an elder and a
church member both had the same vision. They saw the Lord
standing outside her hospital room. Theinterpretation they gave
me was, “Everything is going to be al right with our sister
because the Lord is outside her room.” However, that was not
the interpretation that the Lord gave to me. The Lord spoketo
me in this way: “She is a self-satisfied Laodicean Christian
who thinks that she needs nothing more. | stand knocking at
the door of her heart, and desire to meet her in afresh way by
My Spirit, but she will not receive Me.” The Lord was outside
of her room, not because He was there protecting her, but
because she had rejected the L ord and would not let Him inside.

The Spirit of understanding isalso the anointing that ateacher
must have to understand the Word of God and be able to
explain it to others. We should be able to give the sense of
every verse in the Bible, just as Ezra the model teacher did.
Nehemiah 8:8 says, “ So they read in the book in the law of
God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to
understand the reading.” To do this, we must have the mind
of the Spirit, for He is the Author of the Scriptures.

The fourth anointing is the Spirit of counsel. Counsel can
be defined as advice or guidance given by a knowledgeable
or experienced person. In Isaiah 9:6 we read that one of the
names of our Lord is the Counsellor. To be an effective
counsellor, we need to have the Spirit of counsel. You should
not counsel another person without the anointing of God,
because you are setting aperson on apath that may determine
their eternal destiny.
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When a person has problems, he should not be counselled
with human wisdom and psychol ogy. We must al so be careful
whenwe use scriptural principles, becausethey can bewrongly
applied. Situations are different, and we must hear from the
Lord for every person and every circumstance.

Thisiswhy Job’s three friends counselled him in the wrong
way. They said to him, “ Now, we know that if amanisupright,
God prospers him; and if aman sins, God's judgment comes
upon him. Therefore, you must be a hypocrite!” (See
Job 8:6,22). However, Job's friends were wrongly applying
their principle. They did not understand that God wasallowing
this upright man to passthrough thistrial, in order to prepare
him for a double portion and an eternal name of honour.

When people cometo usfor counsel, they don’t want to hear
our opinions; they need to hear what the Lord is saying. As
ministers of the Lord, we are expected as the priests of old to
have the Urim and the Thummin to give theright counsel and
tell them what the Lord is saying (Ex. 28:30, Num. 27:21).

Asan example, there was apastor’swifein acertain country
who had backslidden and was living with ayoung man. She
helped lead this man to the Lord, but also found herself to
be pregnant. In their desperation, this couple went to many
pastors and asked, “Should we marry?’ Every pastor said,
“Yes.” Then they came to us and the fellow said, “I still
want to hear from you whether it isright.” The woman said
to me, “O don’'t you go quoting the Bible because | know
what you will say!” So | felt from the Lord to ask them to
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come back in three days. While | was praying during those
three days, | asked the Lord to give me His counsel. The
Lord said, “Hand them over to Me.”

Three days |later we met with them and they said, “Have you
heard from God?’ | said, “God told me that we were to hand
you over to Him.” So welaid hands on them and handed them
over to God.

Do you know what the Lord did? That same night, that woman
lost al her affection for the young man. They separated, and
three days later the pregnancy was terminated by God. The
young man turned to God with all hisheart and went to Bible
school. He later married someone from another country, and
afew yearslater | had the honour of installing him asapastor.

When the L ord removed the woman’s affection for the young
man she had been living with, the Lord also began to restore
her lovefor her husband. She went back to him, God restored
their marriage, and she was also wonderfully restored to the
joy of her salvation. The Lord blessed them with a child of
their own, and has given the wife many chorusesthat are sung
around the world today.

The point | am trying to bring out is that counselling is not
telling principles and reciting a lot of scriptures.
Counsdllingishavingthemind of Christ for each situation,
and telling people what God is saying to them in their
particular situation. In the above mentioned counselling, the
woman did not want to hear the truth of the Scriptures about
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divorce and remarriage. She wastrying to persuade the young
man to marry her, and had gotten a number of pastors to
support her. Yet asthe Lord gave us the Spirit of counsel for
the situation, everything was turned around. Both of them
wereableto follow God'sbest for their lives, and have entered
into righteous and fruitful ministries.

Thefifth of these anointingsisthe Spirit of might. Thiswasthe
mantle that Samson had when he did his mighty works. On one
occasion Samson took the gates and pillars of the city of Gaza
and carried them about 30 miles uphill to Hebron! The Lord
Jesus Christ had this same anointing upon Him when He drove
out the merchants, overturned the moneychangers' tables, and
cleansed the temple. This anointing was aso upon Elijah when
he ran before the chariot of King Ahab. This was not a feat of
human strength or ability, it wasthe Spirit of might upon Elijah.

This anointing functions in the realm of great miracles and
power. Wewant to have the Spirit of might to seethewonders
of God manifested. This anointing is going to be poured out
upon the last day Church to make it a mighty army for the
Lord (Joel 2:7).

Thesixth anointing isthe Spirit of knowledge. Thisanointing
can supernaturally reveal to usfactsfrom the past or present.
The Spirit of knowledge can give avery strong impression or
witness to your heart or mind, so that you know something
that has happened. Christ was able to know the character of
Nathaniel, and also see him under thefig tree, by the Spirit of
knowledge (Jn. 1:47-48).
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We need the Spirit of knowledge to know what God is saying
to His Church today. As Peter said, we want to be established
in “present truth” (2 Pet. 1:12). During the Charismatic
movement, present truth (for that time) was the baptism of the
Holy Spirit and healing. However, present truth for today is
holiness and going on to perfection. You cannot live in
yesterday’ s experience or the move of God in past generations.
Wemust hear from the Lord fresh truth for today. Asyou travel
from church to church and from country to country, you find
that God is doing something different in each place; and we
need to know what to say to the ministersin each situation.

The Spirit of knowledge can also reveal the future. Thisis
one of the ministries of the Holy Spirit promised by Christ in
John 16:13: “ ...he will show you thingsto come.” The Lord
isgoing to reveal to His Church many things, and we want to
be in tune with the Spirit.

The Lord showed me the fall of Jerusalem in the last days
when my wife and | visited Israel in 1973. | saw the Arab
armies surrounding Jerusalem on the hills and then breaking
into Jerusalem. In thisvision, Jerusalem was almost overrun
when the Lord returned. | saw the future fulfilment of the
prophecy of Zechariah chapter 14 by the Spirit of knowledge.

The seventh anointing isthe Spirit of thefear of theL ord.
Thisisthe anointing that brings the conviction of the Holy
Spirit and produces repentance and revival. It can be poured
out upon a nation, a community, or an individual (see
Gen. 35:5 and Josh. 2:9).
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The Spirit of thefear of the L ord was poured out upon the New
Testament ChurchasseeninActs5:11-13: “ And great fear came
over the whole church, and over all who heard of these things.
At the hands of the apostles many signsand wonder sweretaking
place among the people; and they were all with one accord in
Solomon’s portico. But none of the rest dared to associate with
them, however, the people held themin high esteem.” (NKJV)

Because of the fear of the Lord (which was occasioned by
God'sjudgment upon Ananias and Sapphira) there was great
conviction of the Holy Spirit upon the people. Only the very
sincerein heart came to the meetings.

| have known situationssimilar to this. Therewasavery godly
church in northern England that no one would attend until
everything was made right in their lives with the Lord. The
fear of the Lord was on that church with great conviction of
sin. If anyone present had done anything wrong, it was
reveal ed through the preaching or through prophecy.

Thefear of the Lord has been manifested upon entire nations
during times of revival. During the revival in Wales at the
beginning of this century, the tavern owners ran out of
customers and were forced to close. It was not uncommon to
see sinners sobbing and literally crawling on their hands and
kneesto get to church for prayer. During arevival in Sweden,
men and women were so convicted of sinthat they would get
out of their beds in the middle of night. They walked long
distances to find a church that was still open, so they could
receive prayer and arelease from the burden of their sin.
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Thisiswhat God is going to repeat in nation after nation in
the last days. We need to begin to cry out for the Spirit of
the fear of the Lord to be upon our lives. Aswe walk in the
fear of the Lord in our own personal lives, beloved, we can
become channels to bring revival to our churches, cities,
and our nations.

If you will be totally committed to the Lord and walk in
Hisways, you will see God pour out the Spirit of the fear
of the Lord. May we prepare our hearts now for the last
day move of God, so that we become participants and not
only spectators!

Because our Lord Jesus Christ was anointed with the seven
Spirits of God, He was able to manifest the power of God.
With this same anointing, the end time Church will again show
the world the power of God and bring revival to the nations.

While Isaiah 11:1-2 speaks of

the great anointings that rested We need the
upon the Lord Jesus Christ, we anointing of
further read in verse 5, “ Also the seven
righteousness shall be the belt Spirits of God
around His loins, and .

to help bring

faithfulness the belt around His
the Church to

waist.” (NKJV)

full maturity
The anointing alone is not in these
sufficient. Some in the Old Last Days.

Testament were empowered with
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anointings that we have never seen even in our days, and yet
they failed. Samson was anointed with the Spirit of might.
That Spirit was so great upon Samson that he could take the
heavy gates of the city, pull them out from their mortar and
bricks, and carry them up to adistant hilltop (Jdg. 16:3). He
could do this with the anointing, but his life was not one of
faithfulness to the laws of God.

Solomon met God at an early age and received one of the seven
Spirits of the Lord, the Spirit of wisdom. Yet his heart became
divided and he had adisastrous end. The anointing, asgreat as
itis, isnot going to hold you. Saul was anointed, and failed.
Theanointingisto do God’swork, but God requires something
else. Inlsaiah 11:5 we seethat Jesus Christ had it —faithful ness.
Henot only received the anointing, but wasalso faithful, aswe
arerepeatedly told in Scripture (seeHeb. 2:17 and Rev. 19:11).

The most important thing in meeting with God isthat He does
adeep work inyour heart. It does not matter how great the call
of God isonyour life, as God anointed many men inthe Bible
whofailed. Many arecalled, but few are chosen. You may have
the call, but you still have to be chosen. And those who follow
the Lamb arecalled, chosen, and found faithful. Revelation 17:4
showsusthat thesethree qualitiesare needed intheselast days—
if you are not faithful, you will not makeit.

“UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN”

We have aready read in Isaiah 9:6 where | saiah prophesied,
“For unto usa childisborn.” Jesuswas born as a baby, just
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aswe all are born again into the kingdom of God as spiritual
babies. Then He grew to maturity, just as we have to “ grow
ingrace.” But Isaiah went onto say, “ Unto usa sonisgiven.”

This was fulfilled when Jesus was about 30 years old and it
was Histimeto be shown to I srael as the mature Son of God.
There at the Jordan River, the Father spoke from heaven and
said, “ Thou art my beloved Son; in thee | amwell pleased”

(Lk. 3:22). It was at this time that Christ was given by the
Father, not as a baby, but as the mature Son of God. His
character had been formed. He was ready as the Arrow of
God. It wasthen, in thefullness of time, that Jesus Christ was
presented to I srael by John the Baptist when he said, “ Behold
the Lamb of God!” (Jn. 1:36). There at the Jordan River, He
was placed in the bow, and the Father shot Him with power
towards the mark ordained for His life. That mark was the
crossof Calvary.

Likewise, we must also pass through the preparations that
Jesus went through, so that we can become as arrows in the
Father’s hand. Our mouth must be made like a sharp sword
or arrowhead as we become skilled in the Word of God. We
must submit to the chastening of God, learning obedience in
the school of suffering until we become polished shafts. We
are to be men and women who have become prepared arrows
in the quiver of the Lord, to be pulled out and shot forth by
the Father in His perfect timing. For then, by the power of the
anointings of the Spirit, we will speed straight towards the
mark of the high calling of God. Beloved, may each of us
become an arrow that hits the mark and brings deliverance
and revival, like Christ.






87

CHAPTER FIVE
OBTAINING THE INHERI TANCE

It is clear that the Lord desires to give an inheritance to each
one of Hischildren. We can learn how to enter into revival and
obtain our full calling in Christ through seeing how the Old
Testament people of God entered in and gained theirs. God
used three people—Abraham, Joshua, and David, whose
different ministriesworked together to bring the people of God
into thelir full inheritance.

Abraham received the promise of the inheritance from God,
yet he did not receive the fulfilment of that promise. It was
Joshuawho was raised up to lead the descendants of Abraham
into starting to obtain these promises as they conquered the
land of Canaan.

Although he started to possess the inheritance, Joshua did not
complete the task. It was King David who went on to lead the
Israglites into possessing the entire land and gaining the full
inheritance promised to Abraham’s descendants.

These different types of ministry are necessary in order for usto
enter into our full inheritance in the kingdom of God. Thereis
theminigtry of an Abrahamwho receivesthe promisesbut perhaps
only obtainsavery small amount of their fulfilment. Then there
isthe ministry of a Joshua, who entersin to possess part of the
promises. After this there will be atime when God raises up a
Davidic ministry to bring usinto the fullness of God's plans.
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In some situationsthiswill require the successive ministries
of different leaders. In other situationsthe Lord will cause
a leader to function in each of these three ministries in
different periods of their life. But we should recognize how
ministries similar to those of Abraham, Joshua, and David
need to work together for usto enter into revival and obtain
our full inheritance.

1. ABRAHAM RECEIVED THE PROMISES

The theme of revival has many different aspects to it. One
aspect can be seen in the covenanted promises God gave to
Abraham. Upon this same sure foundation we can realize how
God' s promises to the Church will aso be fulfilled.

A covenant is an agreement between two parties. We have
many agreementsin theworld today, some of which are broken
very easily. Hitler was fond of making covenants and pacts,
but he repeatedly broke them. However, it is very different
when God made His covenant with Abraham.

GOD’S PROMISES ARE SECURE

In Genesis chapter 15 we read of when the Lord made a
covenant with Abraham. Inverses 9-10, Abraham took animals
for sacrifice and cut them down the middle. The reason is
that in the ancient Middle East, when two parties made a
covenant, they would cut them open and the two partieswould
walk together between the pieces to seal their covenant. The
two who should have passed between those animalswere God
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and Abraham. But weread in verse 12 that a deep sleep came
upon Abraham, and he did not seal the covenant. Instead, we
read in verse 17, “ ...And it came to pass, that, when the sun
went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a
burning lamp that passed between those pieces.” So the two
who sealed the covenant were God the Father (the Smoking
Furnace, Heb. 12:29) and the Lord Jesus Christ (the Burning
Lamp, Jn. 8:12).

Abraham did not pass between those animals because this
covenant does not depend upon the promises or the strength
of man. It was made, and will be kept, by the power of God
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. The two of Them were
agreeing together to fulfil the covenant that They had made
with Abraham. It can therefore never be broken.

A number of years after the Lord made this covenant,
He repeated the promise of its fulfilment to Abraham
(Gen. 17:1-5). It iswonderful when God speaksto us, but it
is more wonderful when God reaffirms a promise He has
given you after many years. Sometimewe can for get what
God speaksto us, and we need to be careful toguard His
promisesin our hearts. Yet even when we forget, the One
who made the promise does not forget.

Jumping ahead 400 years we find in the time of Moses that
“ ...God remembered his covenant with Abraham” (Ex. 2:24).
Throughout the history of the children of Israel, God
continually remembered His covenant that He had made with
Abraham. Even in recent times we see God preparing the
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modern day nation of I sragl to enter into the further fulfilment
of His covenant promises to Abraham.

It is important to understand this because the covenant to
Abraham is the key to revival for God’'s Church. We are the
children of Abraham by faith in Christ (Gal. 3:29), and in
theselast days, God isgoing to fulfil Hispromisesto Abraham
through the Church. So it is important that we be like the
tribe of Issachar in 1 Chronicles 12:32, who understood the
timesin which they lived and knew what they should do. We
do not want to be on the outside only observing what God is
doing, but we want to have a personal experience of this
revival that God is preparing for His people.

In the appointed time God will remember the promises He
made for the Church, and the promises He has made
individualy withyou. I can go back many yearswhen an angel
of the Lord stood by me and gave me avision and promises.
| am confident that God will fulfil inmy lifewhat | was shown
when | was alittle boy.

When | wasin England many yearsago, | saw so vividly how
God remembers His promises. There was a missionary who
had returned from Africato educate his children. He became
apastor but lost the vision of God's call to the mission field,
and for many years he had one heartbreak after another. (If
you put your children first before God, you will have sorrows,
but if you put God first, He will look after everything else).
As | visited him at a crossroads in his life, God started to
guicken the prophecies that He had given him years before.
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Thisman turned to God with al hisheart, and asked the Lord
to fulfil that vision. God sent him back to Africa, and for six
months heled amighty revival with many people being saved,
healed, and filled with the Holy Spirit. After that he returned
to England, and now has died and gone to be with the Lord.
But in just six months God gave him abundant fruit.

| believe that some of you reading this have had the call of
God upon your livesfor many years, yet you have ignored it.
The Lord desiresto put faith in your heart to realize that God
remembers Hispromisesto you. If youwill turnto God afresh
then the promises, gifts, and callings of God upon your life
will be renewed and fulfilled.

ABRAHAM’S TWOFOLD INHERITANCE

Abraham was a man of God who received great promises.
There were two parts to what he was promised: an earthly
geographic inheritance, and a heavenly spiritual inheritance.

In Genesis 13:15-16 the L ord promised Abraham, “ For all the
land whichyou see, | will giveit to you and to your descendants
forever. And | will make your

descendants as the dust of the [ Even when we R
earth...” (NKJV) The Lord told
Abraham that as the “ dust of the
earth” his descendants would be
given an earthly, geographic who made them
inheritance. Thenin Genesis 22:17 does not forget.
the Lord also promised to make \a J/

forget God’s
promises, the One
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Abraham’sseed to be* asthe starsof theheavens.” Thisspeaks
of there also being given a heavenly spiritual inheritance to
Abraham through his offspring.

OUR GEOGRAPHICAL INHERITANCE

There is a geographical inheritance that the Lord wants to
giveto his people. We cannot go just anywhere we want and
claim that location as our own. For usto take someplace and
possess it for the kingdom of God, we must first receive a
vision from God concerning the boundariesthat He hasgiven
to us. The Lord may give to one church avision of reaching
their local area with the gospel. To another, the Lord may
speak and call them to be like Joseph who became a“fruitful
bough that went over thewall” (Gen. 49:22). Thismay mean
that they areto take neighbouring areas or citiesfor Christ, or
become engaged in missionary work.

Abraham was given a vision by the Lord that he would
become the father of many nations (Gen. 17:4). His
inheritance was not just for one or two cities; it was for
nations. Thisis also the vision we need for our time. God is
saying to us about thelast days, “ And many nations shall be
joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people...”
(Zech. 2:11). The Scriptures also declare, “ ...nations that
knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy
God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified
thee” (Isa. 55:5). There are nations who are waiting for
the churchesto enter revival and comeinto the glory of
God. When this happens, these nationswill stretch out their
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handsto God, as Psalms 68:31 says about Ethiopia. We need
to have our vision enlarged to see that before the coming of
the Lord there will be great revivals where entire nations
will turn to the Lord.

Aswestudy therevivalsinthe Church Age, wefind that whole
countries at times were blanketed by the Spirit of God and
were transformed until they declared that God was the ruler
of their country. In the time of Martin Luther, the nation of
Germany was transformed and turned into the ways of God.
Thereviva had such agreat impact upon the nation that even
today the state church of the nation is the L utheran Church.

It wasthe samein England in thetime of John Wesley. England
wasterribly backslidden and wasfilled with drunkennessand
worldliness. But after the revival led by John Wesley, the
whole country of England was turned into the ways of God.

At the beginning of the 20" century Evan Roberts led the
Welsh Revival. He had an impact upon his entire nation. The
whole country of Wales turned to God because this one man
was not content to just seethe Spirit of God movein only one
church or in one area. While the revival did not go over the
national boundaries, the mantle of revival spread until the
whole nation of Wales turned towards God.

| believe that we must ask the Lord what the geographic
boundaries of our inheritance are. You must ask God to show
you what He has ordained for you and for your church. The
Lord might say toyou, “| want you to believefor whole cities
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around you to turn to Me and be your inheritance.” But |
believe that in these last days, God wants to enlarge us and
give many of His people the vision of Abraham. There are
nations which are to be our inheritance.

OUR SPIRITUAL INHERITANCE

Secondly, there is a spiritual inheritance. It is not just the
geographic or “horizontal” inheritance that we have to
obtain, but we have to believe there will be a spiritual or
“vertical” inheritance whereby the churches will enter into
the fullness of the spiritual inheritance that God has for us
in these last days.

In successive generations and revivals, the Church has not
only claimed certain geographical areas, but has also
increased its spiritual inheritance and come to a higher
spiritual realm. Luther had an impact upon all of Germany
and claimed that country for God. They left their idolatry
and turned to serve the Living God. While the geographical
boundaries were captured, Luther also brought them into
the higher light of the spiritual inheritance that he had, which
was justification by faith.

John Wesley entered into justification by faith, but he went
on to also receive the message of holiness and a vision for
missions work. The nation of England went on to become a
missionary country largely because of that revival. The
revival which Evan Roberts brought to Walesrestored further
truths about the work of the Holy Spirit to the people of
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God. Every great revival since the times of Martin Luther
has helped to |ead the Church into agreater light, so that the
Church will be ableto enter into maturity and obtain itsfull
spiritual inheritance.

THE INHERITANCE COMES
THROUGH THE SEED

As we have seen, Abraham was the one who received great
promises from God, yet during his earthly lifetime obtained
only alittle of their fulfilment. The Lord told Abraham that
he would be given the fullness of hisinheritance through his
descendants, or seed (Gen. 12:15-16; 15:4-5; 22:17-18).
Therefore the key liesin the seed.

Abraham was 100 years old when | saac was born. God took a
very long time preparing Abraham, so that he would be ready
to bring forth the son of promise. So often the Lord waitsto
fulfil His promises for our lives because of the quality Heis
seeking to prepare in us before He blesses and multiplies us.

My wifeand | saw agood illustration of this truth when we
lived in the Northwest of America. Some Christian farmers
there explained to us how they spent years perfecting anew
variety of apple which they named the Golden Delicious.
They carefully developed the seed for years, but once the
seed was perfected, they then quickly began to multiply the
trees and send their fruit out to many nations. In the same
way, God often takes many years devel oping the nature of
His promised Son within us, but when the pure seed is
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produced, then He can multiply it throughout the nations
very quickly. Just asAbraham and Sarah had their promised
son come forth when they were elderly and beyond natural
hope, we will see Christ come forth through the Church at
the end of this age. Christ will arise and bring the Church
into its full inheritance!

2. JOSHUA BEGAN TO ENTER IN
AND POSSESS THE INHERITANCE

During his lifetime Abraham was a stranger in the land
promised to him and his descendants. All that he owned of
the promised inheritance was the field and cave where he
buried Sarah (Gen. 23:3-20). The man whom God then
raised up to begin to possess the inheritance was Joshua.
The Lord islooking for many “Joshuas” who can lead the
people into their inheritance in these last days. The life
and ministry of Joshua can be divided into three parts: his
preparation, his crossing over into the inheritance, and the
possessing of the land.

JOSHUA’S PREPARATION

The first time we read about Joshua in the Scripturesisin
Exodus 17:9 when he led Israel in battle against the
Amalekites. TheAmalekitesare atype of thefleshasAmalek
was the grandson of carnal Esau (Gen. 36:12). In order to
be a leader, we have to have personal victory in our lives
over the flesh. Otherwise the Amalekites (the works of the
flesh) will rise up again and destroy us, as they did in the
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life of Saul. King Saul wastold by the Lord to utterly destroy
Amalek, but he disobeyed. At the end of hislife it was an
Amalekite who killed him (2 Sam. 1:6-10). It is important
torealizethat if we are preparing for leadership, we haveto
have personal victory over the Amalekites. When we are
young we should cry out to God, “O God, create in me a
clean and pure heart. Lord Jesus, | want to face these areas
of the flesh in my life. At an early age give me victory in
these areas, so that later on when | am old, they do not rise
up again and overthrow me.”

We al so read that Joshualearned to linger in God's presence
as hewent up into the mount of God with Moses (Ex. 24:13).
Later wefind that Joshua stayed in the tabernacle even after
M osesfinished hisbusiness and departed (Ex. 33:11). Joshua
stayed in the presence of God to devel op acloserelationship
with Him. All true ministry is the result of our spending
time meeting with God and having Him deposit His nature
within us.

Before Joshua was selected as the new leader of Israel, he
had first learned to be faithful as a servant to Moses
(Ex. 24:13). Responsibility is developed little by little aswe
arefaithful inthe small tasks of everyday life. Never promote
someone who does not carry well the responsibility of the
small tasks. If we are chosen to wash dishes or clean the
church, perhaps no one else is watching, but God is. Then it
is God who will promote the faithful to greater and greater
responsibilities. Jesussaid, “ Hewhoisfaithful inaverylittle
thing is faithful also in much” (Lk. 16:10).
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THE CROSSING OVER
INTO THE INHERITANCE

The Lord spoke to Joshua just before he was to lead the
Israelites over the Jordan into the Promised Land
(Josh. 1:1-9). In verse 3 the Lord told him, “ Every place on
which the sole of your foot treads, | have given to you.”
This is a repetition of the promise that God first made to
Abraham in Genesis 13:17. Now the promise is repeated to
the one who is actually going to possess the inheritance.

In Joshua 1.5, the Lord also gave Joshua a promise for his
leadership —“ There shall not any man be able to stand before
thee all the days of thy life: as | was with Moses, so | will be
withthee: | will not fail thee, nor forsakethee.” A leader hasto
have personal promises from God. He cannot go only on the
promises that the leader before him had. He cannot think that
he will be a pioneer pastor or a missionary because his pastor
sent him. He cannot just rely on that fact. No, when oneisfar
away, he must have his own personal promises from God.

In verse seven the Lord continued, “ Only be strong and very
courageous, be careful to do according to all the law...”

(Josh. 1:7). (NKJV) Before Joshua crossed over into the
inheritance, the Lord met with him and told him to obey all
the Law, not just part of it. It isso important for aleader to
completely follow God’s laws because the leadership
determines how far the church will go on with God. If the
leader allowsdoctrinesthat are not right and permits mixture,
theinheritance will be contaminated. God wantsagodly seed
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and holiness. The reason God was going to cast out the former
peoples of Canaan was because they were very evil and had
polluted the land. Why should God give us the land if we
have the same sins as the former people God is going to
dispossess? It would be like the time a man tried to cast a
demon out of someone, but the demon said to him, “You are
not going to cast me out, because my friend isin you!”

People sometimeswonder why thereisaneed for anew church
or a new missions work in a certain place when there are
aready a number of them there. The reason sometimes is
because the others did not completely follow God's laws.
Christ is coming for a Bride without spot or wrinkle. That is
why wewant to betotally sold out to God. The oneswho will
be given the inheritance are the ones who seek for holiness.

When the I sraglites crossed the Jordan, we are told that there
was to be a distance between the people and the ark of about
2,000 cubits (Josh. 3:4). In Bible numerics, 2,000 speaks of
the approximate length of the Church Age. So when we read
that the people followed the ark (which isatype of our Lord
Jesus Christ) about 2,000 cubits behind, this speaks of how
the Church is going to enter into God'’s inheritance in these
last days, about 2,000 years after our Lord entered in.

Theinheritancethe Church will enter into isa so shownthrough
Abraham’s three wives — Hagar, Sarah, and Keturah. Hagar
representsisrael duringtheAgeof theLaw (Gdl. 4:24-25). Sarah
gpeaks of the Church Age (Gdl. 4:22-28), and Keturah isatype
of Israel inthe Millennium. But we read in Genesis 25:1-6 that
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whileAbraham gavegiftsto hisother children, hegavehisentire
inheritanceto Sarah’'sson, Isaac. Inasimilar way, the Churchis
to inherit al of the spiritua blessings. Everything that God has
promised to Abraham isto be fulfilled spiritualy in the Church.

We need to have our eyesopened to seewhat God has said
in HisWord for thisgeneration. We have to believe that the
Lord will return for aperfected Church without spot or wrinkle.
Wewant to cry out to God and say, “Lord, | want to understand
what You are going to release to the Church in these last days.
Lord, I want you towork Your perfection, holiness, and beauty
inme, sothat | fall short in nothing that You have promised for
the Church in these last days.”

The spiritual meaning of crossing the Jordan is of particular
importance. Many years ago when my wifeand | first went to
Israel, the Lord spoke to us that He wanted us to cross the
Jordan River. Aswe crossed it, | asked, “Lord what does this
mean?’ The Lord spoke to me, “Thisisthe circumcision of the
heart —thecrucifiedlife.” Thecrossing of the Jordanisatype of
the experience whereby we know that our old maniscrucified
with Christ (Gal. 2:20, Rom. 6:6). Wealso read in Joshua 3:15-
16 of the city of Adam in connection with the cutting off of the
waters that flowed down to the Dead Sea. Adam speaks of our
old sinful nature, which must be cut off if wewant to enter into
our “Promised Land.”

In Joshua chapter 5, the Israglites immediately came to Gilgal
after crossingthe Jordan. Gilga iswherethemdelsraditeswere
circumcised, which isa cutting away of the flesh. Spiritually, it
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represents a cutting away of the
natural, snful, Adamic nature we are .
born with (Rom. 2:28-29). Gilgal | believe that the

We have to

represents God's cutting out that Lord will
which He spoke to us about in the return for a
crossing of Jordan. It can be very petfected
painful indeed when God cuts things Church without

out of our heartsand lives. Yet just as )
Abrahamin Genesis17:7-14wastold \SPOt L Wﬂnkle'/
that he and his descendants had to be
circumcised to inherit the land of Canaan, it is aso spiritually
truefor the Chrigtian that we cannot receive our inheritance until
we are circumcised in our heart.

INn 1981 when | waslivingin New Zealand, | had avisitation of
two angels. One of theangelswasvery large, and heheld out a
sword that had the word “Circumcision” written on the tip.
The Lord spoke to me and said, “I have come to circumcise
My people and | will start with the leaders. Those who alow
Meto circumcise them will enter into their further blessings.”
The other angel was smaller and written across him was the
name“Enforcer.” TheLord said, “1f My people are not willing
for Meto circumcisethem, | will send the other angel who will
enforce My will.” Regretfully, we have seen that second angel
reveal and judge much sin.

THE POSSESSING OF THE LAND

The purpose of a “Joshua’ ministry is to get us across the
Jordan, and then get us to start possessing the land. To get
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into the land we have to be sanctified, but to actually possess
theland, there will then be battles to fight against the enemy.
Thefact that God has cleansed us and cut wrong things out of
our lives does not mean that we have possessed theland. That
isonly the preparation so that we can stand against the enemy.

To enable Joshua to overthrow the enemy, the Lord appeared
to Joshua as the Captain of the Lord of Hosts (Josh. 5:13-15).
Every “Joshua’ leader must have arevelation of Christ asthe
Warrior King. We must know that it is“ Not by might nor by
power, but by my Spirit” that the Lord is going to overthrow
the enemy (Zech. 4:6). It is by the anointing that we will be
ableto dispossessthe demonic powers and the wickednessthat
control the nations, and also gather a great harvest of souls.

The Lord gave Joshua the plans for the first battle he would
face at Jericho. Joshuadid not argue, but obeyed exactly what
Godtold himto do. Asaresult, Isragl wasvictorious. Yet aswe
study the ensuing battles, wefind that the battle plan for Jericho
was never used again. Thisis also seen in the warfare of King
David (2 Sam. 5:18-25). Therehasto be humility on thepart
of the leader to not be presumptuous, but enquire of the
Lord for Hisbattle plan to overcome each enemy.

After Jericho, Israel came against the small city of Ai. The
advicethat Joshuareceived from hiscaptainswasvery logical.
Because it was a very small city, they thought there was no
sense in having the whole army go up. That was human
wisdom, but because Joshua did not enquire of the Lord, his
army suffered adefeat. Hefell on hisface before God and the
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Lord revealed to him that there was sin in the camp. The sin
of one man, Achan, brought defeat to the entire army.

To remove the sin from the camp, they stoned Achan in the
valley of Achor (Josh. 7:26). Yet Hosea 2:15 says, “ Then |
will give her her vineyardsfromthere, and the Valley of Achor
asadoor of hope...” “ Achor” means* trouble” inthe Hebrew
language. In this“valley of trouble,” God said He would put
adoor of hope.

The Israelites were defeated and discouraged, but God gave
them new hope. At times, we go through apersonal Valley of
Achor. Perhapsit is our own fault. We might not ask God for
His battle plan, or perhapsit isthe sin in those around us that
is stopping us from going on. But in the midst of our “valley
of trouble” God givesadoor of hope. After the cleansing and
humbling of the Valley of Achor, wewill be ableto defeat our
enemies as did Joshua and the Israelites of old.

One other failure that Joshua had is recorded in Joshua
chapter 9, where the children of Israel made aleague with the
Gibeonites. God told them that they were to completely
destroy theinhabitants of theland but Joshuafailed to enquire
of the Lord and the Gibeonites deceived them into making an
alliance. We have been in many countries of theworldto help
numerous organi zations and mission works, and we have seen
similar situations repeated many times.

We have to be very careful about making alliances with the
people in the land that God intends for us to possess. If we
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do, we may not be able to possess all that God has intended
for us. There are often organizations and churches that want
to divide up theland. They will say that thisistheir territory,
and may tell usto go work somewhere else. Or they will say
that they are just like us so we may simply join in and be a
part of their group. But if God has said that He wantsto give
usthat place as an inheritance and we make awrong alliance,
we may not be able to possess it.

Joshuaand thearmy of Israel conquered much of the Promised
Land, but only settled for partial victory and did not drive out
all theenemies(Josh. 13:1; 18:3). Thisis so true of the human
heart. Many Christiansreach a certain level in their walk
with the Lord and they are content to dwell there, when
they should be pressing on to defeat all the enemies and
hit the mark of the high calling of God! David wasthe one
who later brought Abraham’s descendants into their full
inheritance. Therefore, we need to understand the keys to
David's lifewhich will enable us all to fully enter in.

3. DAVID OBTAINED
THE FULL INHERITANCE

Aswe have seen, Abraham received the promises of God that
he and his descendants would obtain a great inheritance. Yet
Hebrews 11:13 saysthat hedied in faith, not having received
the fulfilment of those promises. After that, it was Joshua
who began to lead the Israglites into obtaining the Promised
Land, but the people of God were content to compromisewith
their enemies and only possess part of the inheritance. So
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many years later, David was raised up by God to complete
what Joshua started. David brought Israel into the fulfilment
of the dual vision of Abraham, of a natural geographic
inheritance aswell as a spiritual inheritance.

DAVID OBTAINED THE FULL
GEOGRAPHIC INHERITANCE

Davidwasawarrior king who conquered the surrounding nations
and obtained the full geographical boundaries that had been
promised to Abraham. The last enemy that God had mentioned
toAbrahamin Genesis15:18-21 wasthe Jebusites. The Jebusites
lived in the Promised Land right up to the time of David. But
when David conquered the last of these enemies, he made their
stronghold on the hill of Zionin Jerusalem his capita city.

David went ontoruleover Israel and over al the surrounding
nations from Zion. He said in Psalm 18:43-44, “ Thou hast
delivered me from the strivings of the people; and thou hast
made me the head of the heathen: a people whom | have not
known shall serve me. As soon as they hear of me, they shall
obey me: the strangers shall submit themselves unto me.”

David asowrotein Psalm 2:8 aspecific promise of God which
can also apply to us, “ Ask of me, and | shall give thee the
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for thy possession.” In these last days, the Lord will
bring great revivals that will give us an inheritance in the
nations. Ask the Lord what geographic boundariesarefor you
and your church; not only in your areaand nation but also in
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the nations. Though wemay never travel toaforeign land,
if we pray for the nations and help support those who go
to minister, we can enter into that inheritance.

DAVID OBTAINED THE FULL
SPIRITUAL INHERITANCE

David wasaman after God’'s own heart, onewho hit the mark
of the high calling of God for his own life. He experienced
three anointingsto fulfil this. Weread of hisfirst anointingin
1 Samuel 16:13, where he was called of God. We also need a
similar anointing to open our spiritual eyes and give us an
understanding of the purpose for which we are called.

As David prepared to enter into his calling to become king,
he was anointed a second time (2 Sam. 2:4). Thisis where
he was chosen to become king over Judah. The third
anointing David received was when he became king over
al Israel (2 Sam. 5:3). He received this anointing because
of his faithfulness. These three anointings caused him to
fully enter into hisinheritance as one who was called, chosen,
and faithful (Rev. 17:14).

David also entered into obtaining the three-fold ministry
of Christ as a prophet, priest, and king. He then brought
the people of God into a place of partaking of this same
spiritual inheritance.

David was aprophet who a so hel ped bring aprophetic mantle
upon many in his kingdom (2 Chr. 29:25, 1 Chr. 25:2). We
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need to cry out for arestoration of the prophetic mantlewhich
David knew because this mantle is needed to help bring us
into the fullness of our inheritance. In these last days, God is
going to pour out His Spirit even upon our sons and daughters
and cause them to prophesy (Joel 2:28).

David was also a priest. When they were bringing up the
Ark of the Covenant, he wore the linen ephod of a priest
(2 Sam. 6:14). He placed the ark in a tabernacle on Mount
Zion, and brought the nation into praise and worship.
Furthermore, Amos 9:11 and Acts 15:14-17 show us that
the Lord wants to restore the Tabernacle of David to the
Church. We need Davidic ministries to bring the people of
Godinto thefullnessof the priestly ministry intheselast days.

David was not only a prophet and priest, but he was a'so a
king. He brought all the people of God under a mantle of
kingdom authority, as Israel ruled over the surrounding
nations. To bring the Church to maturity, we must also enter
into this anointing of authority, to rule and reign with Christ.

My wife and | were living in Africa years ago teaching a
primitivetribe. | was praying about what | should teach them
when the Lord spoke to me, “1 am going to have kings and
priestsout of every tribe, nation, and tongue. Teach the same
truths to these primitive people that you teach in the
developed nations because | am going to make them kings
and prieststo rulein eternity.” Thisisarelationship that the
Lord wants to bring all of His people into so that we may
obtain our full inheritance.
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DAVID’S FALL

| want to mention another aspect of David's life. David has
been known not only for his godly virtues, but also for his
falling into sin. In the books of 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel, the
fallen nature of David is portrayed, but in the books of 1
Chronicles and 2 Chronicles none of that is mentioned. The
reason isthat the Chronicles present David asatype of Chrigt,
whereas Samuel presents him as a man with afallen nature.

We need to consider why David fell into adultery with
Bathsheba. Onereason isthat he had many wives, which was
aviolation of the law of the kings (Deut. 17:17). Secondly,
David should have gone to battle when he instead remained
at home (2 Sam. 11:1). When David went to battle, God always
protected him because he obeyed thelaws of battle. However,
when he did not obey the laws of marriage for aking, hefell
in that area. God will protect usin every area where we
seek to be obedient, but in other areas where we ignore or
rgect God, the wall of protection around us may be broken
down by God Himself (Ps. 80:12-13).

God wantsto warn usnot to fall into sinlike David did. Jesus
prophesied that the generation just prior to the Second Coming
would be an adulterous generation (Mk. 8:38). We can see
thiscoming to passwith all theimmorality among the nations.

Yearsago, | had avision of acertain country on my first night
in that nation. Across it was written the word “Immorality”
— God was showing methe cardinal sin of that nation. When
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peoplegot saved, water pf?\ptized, and [/ Any kind of )
filled with the Holy Spirit, they had .

to get the problem of lust dealt with deliverance
immediately. It could not be allowed requires a

to go on after the baptismintheHoly sovereign act
Ghost; otherwisetherewereall kinds of God.

of hypocrisy and false spirits that
came in. God required that we spoke in a very firm manner
concerning this sin. Time and again we saw that after the
services, the atars would be crowded with people seeking
deliverance from these lusts of the flesh.

We were faced with a problem there which the churches are
now facing in many nations. Immorality isaterrible problem
in the lives of young people throughout the world today. It
hasto bethoroughly dealt with. Itisnot removed by just crying
and sobbing. | know peoplewho have cried out for deliverance
in this area and have gotten none at all. As with any kind of
deliverance, there has to be a sovereign act of God. It’s not
simply being sorry for sin, or confessing it—there must be a
true repentance, which includes forsaking the sin.

If you have these kinds of problems in your life, be honest.
Go to those over you and ask them to pray for you. Cry out to
God, as David did in Psalm 51.

DAVID’S RESTORATION

| want to now concentrate on therestoration of David, because
God wantsto restore many backslidersinto their ministry and
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calling in these last days. Looking at a few points in the
restoration of David can give guidancefor any who havefallen
into sin.

First, there hasto be a genuine acknowledgment of sin,
as with King David (Ps. 51:3). Secondly, there must be
an acceptance of God’s judgments (Lev. 26:41-42,
2 Sam. 12:10-14). | have seen people faced with this who
have refused God'’ s correction and punishment. Asaresult,
they have turned out of theway. King David accepted God's
judgments upon his life.

Thirdly, therehastobeaforsaking of that sin (Ps. 51.7-10).
There must be this cry in our hearts, “ Create in me a clean
heart, O God!” Theremust not be aholding on to that wicked
thing in our hearts, but we must cry out tothe Lord for Himto
take it away. The fourth point is that there must be a humble
waiting upon God, as recorded in Psalm 40:1-2, until God
completes the restoration.

The restoration of David became complete. He has been
chosen to be resurrected to become the king of Israel during
the 1,000-year millennial reign of Christ upon the earth
(Jer. 30:9, Ezek. 37:24-25, Hos. 3:5). He will be well
qualified to bring restoration to the nation of Israel at the
Second Coming of Christ. Because David has been restored
from slaying the innocent husband of Bathsheba, he will
be able to minister restoration and consolation to the
grieving nation when they realize that they killed their
innocent Messiah upon the cross of Calvary (Zech. 12:10).
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We can be encouraged aswe consider David. Even though he
committed adultery, he wasrestored, and heisatype of those
who will enter into the blessings of God for the Churchinthe
last days. The Lord will restore many to their full ministry
and calling. If you have failed God, He can restore you. God
is saying to some of you reading this that He has not
disqualified you, but wantsto use you again. Hishand isupon
you, and His calling upon your life is going to be restored
even asit waswith David. God wantsto cleanse you from all
guilt. He loves you and wants to restore you if you will only
let Him. Consecrate yourself afresh to the Lord and He will
renew the call and use you once again. You can still have a
part in the revival and harvest of the last days.

Aswe have seen through the lives of Abraham, Joshua, and
David, we can prepare for revival and obtain our full
inheritance in Christ. We first need to be men and women
of vision who receive great promises from God as
Abraham did. This will include a geographic, as well as a
gpiritual inheritance. Then we also need to be good soldiers
of Jesus Christ, as Joshua was, to enter in and start to
possess the promises of God. Finally, we need to become
men and women after God’s own heart in order to enter
into a Davidic ministry that will bring the people into the
fullness of their inheritance. May the Lord help each of us
not to be satisfied with anything less!
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CHAPTER SiX
THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE

History records that the rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem
started about 536 B.C. and was completed in 516 B.C. This
event has spiritua significance for the Church (which is now
the temple of God), for as 1 Corinthians 10:11 reminds us, the
thingsthat happened to Israel are examplesfor our instruction.

THE PURPOSE FOR CAPTIVITY

Originally, the children of Israel knew the tremendous power
of God in Egypt under Moses, and they knew the glory of
God whichfilled thetempleat thetime of Solomon. However,
they became abackdliding people until God judged them with
captivity. These are also experiences that the Church has
passed through. Like the children of Israel, the Church has
lost the power that it knew at the beginning.

The captivity was necessary to purify the nation of Israel.
They had lost their first love, were not keeping the
commandments of God, and had filled the nation with
idolatry. In Deuteronomy 28:47, the Lord warned them that
if they would not serve Him with joy and gladness, Hewould
send them into captivity. Thisis similar to when the Lord
Jesus Christ said to the Ephesian church, “ Because you have
lost your first love, if you do not repent | will haveto remove
your candlestick” (Rev. 2:5). We must never forget that the
relationship that God hasdesired for His peoplewith Himsel f
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isto be like the relationship of a bride and a bridegroom. It
istobearelationship of joy and love. If welosethejoy of
the Lord and our first lovefor Jesus, then indeed our spiritual
life becomes dead.

Israel’s captivity was necessary to restore that love
relationship between them and their Heavenly Bridegroom.
The purpose for God leading His people into captivity is
always remedial; it isto help them. It is very interesting to
consider who went into captivity. It was not all of Judah.
Judah was divided into two groups — those who went into
Babylonian captivity and those who did not. One would
think, “Surely those who were living in obedience to God
did not go into captivity.” But it was actually the opposite.
Thosewho wereliving in obedience were the oneswho went
into captivity so that their love could be purified and they
could be drawn closer to the Lord. The Lord refers to them
as the “ good figs,” while the “ bad figs’ remained in the
land (Jer. 24:5-8). God was no longer working in their lives.

So often we think that if we walk in obedience then we will
not suffer. On the contrary, if we walk in obedience, we will
often enter into the school of suffering! Thisis because God
wants to purify our love and work His righteousness within
our lives. We have the exampl e of Job, who suffered so greatly,
yet Ezekiel 15:14 tells us that he was one of the three most
righteous men in the Old Testament!

The purposefor their going into captivity wasthat they were
to be redeemed from their iniquities; their sinful, Adamic
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nature was to be purified. As an example, wine has to be
purified by pouring it from vessel to vessel, in order to
remove the dregs or sediment that settles to the bottom. In
Jeremiah 48:11, we are told that the nation of Moab had
become self-satisfied and full of mixture. They were like
impure wine that had not been poured from vessel to vessel
and had never gone into captivity. God said, “His aroma
[their old sinful nature] has not changed.” It is a terrible
thing when aperson does not yield to God, because the scent
of the old nature grows stronger. Their anger, jealousy, or
hatred becomes more powerful! Therefore it is very
important to yield to God when He disciplines us, so that
we may qualify to go into captivity, trials, suffering, and
become purified.

LEAVING OUR CAPTIVITY

The Lord declared through the lips of Jeremiah that after 70
yearsthelsraeliteswould be released from captivity to return
to Jerusalem and rebuild thetemple. Solomon wrotethat there
isatimefor everything. Thereisatimeto gointo captivity, as
Jeremiah had prophesied in Jeremiah chapters 27 and 28, and
thereisatimeto come out of captivity, as he also prophesied
in Jeremiah 29:10-14. That iswhy it is so important for usto
be like the men of Issachar in 1 Chronicles 12:32, because
they had understanding of the times and knew what Israel
should do.

The Scripturesrecord that although God had declared Hewas
going to restore Israel after 70 years, most of the Israglites
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chose to remain in Babylon. This is very interesting point.
When God is going to do something, He openly declaresit,
revealing it to His servants—the prophets (Amos 3:7). Though
God clearly declared His will and even the time when He
would move, it was only the captiveswhose spiritswere stirred
up who actually left Babylon (Ezra 1:5). The others stayed
behind. Ezrachapter 2 showsusthat it wasarelatively small
company that left and went into the new move of God.

| think that istrue of al revivals, and of everything that God
does. God declaresto everyone what He is going to do. God
isnow declaring throughout the world that revival iscoming.
But | wonder how many of us will actually enter into that
revival? Only those whose spiritsare stirred up by God, those
who have prepared their hearts! We cannot sit down and wait
to see what happens. If we wait and see, then we will be like
those in Babylon who saw the others going on while they
stayed behind! No—when God speaks, we are to listen and
obey. When God says, “Revival is coming! Restoration is
coming!” thenweareto say, “ O God, early will | seek You.
O God, stir up my spirit sothat | will be prepared to enter
into that which You are about to do!”

REBUILDING THE ALTAR
AND FOUNDATIONS

There are steps that we must take to build the Temple of
God and enter into full revival. In Ezra 3:1-6, we see that
when the I sraelitesreturned to their land, the first thing they
did wasrebuild the altar. Thisalso iswhat we must do when
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we are called upon to build or establish a work. We must
first institute worship and build in the spiritual before
we build in the natural. Why worship? Because when we
worship, the Lord makes His habitation there. Through our
worship, the Lord is building us up to be a spiritual temple
inhabited by the Lord of Glory!

The next thing the Israglites did was to lay the foundation of
the temple (Ezra 3:7-13). There are two truths we must
understand when we are laying a foundation to a spiritual
work. First, we must lay good doctrinal foundations in the
heartsand lives of the believers. Thesefoundationsarewritten
for us in Hebrews 6:1-2. Second, we must have strong
foundation stones. The Word of God is very clear that the
strong foundation stones speak of mature ministers. One
cannot build aglorioustemple upon the foundation of spiritual
children, it must be built on mature believers. Ephesians 2:20
states that Jesus Christ is the Chief Cornerstone of the holy
temple, which is the Church. This verse goes on to say that
the temple is aso built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, or other mature ministries. We must send mature
ministries to be the foundation stones upon which the work
of God is built in new locations. It takes time for mature
ministries to be formed, and it is also interesting that the
greatest spiritual foundation stones are formed through
captivity and trials.

In considering a few of the great leaders who were used by
God to build strong foundations, Joseph should be mentioned.
Helaid the foundationsthrough which thelsragliteslived and



118 Preparing for Revival

multiplied in Egypt for over 400 years. Look at the formation
processthat hewent through! He was betrayed by hisbrethren,
sold asadave, tempted, accused, and then wrongly imprisoned
for anumber of years. But what afoundation stone cameforth!
The foundation laid by Joseph carried the Israglites until the
time of Moses.

During the long formation of Moses” ministry, we can
remember the 40 years he spent in Pharaoh’s household
along with his 40 years in the wilderness. Yet look what
foundations M oses established—he established the law for
all generations! What an impact his teachings have had!
Even the Churchisbuilt upon the teachings of Moses. This
is because the New Covenant that has been given to us
means that we are to have the laws of God (which were
first given to Moses) written upon the fleshly tables of our
hearts (Heb. 10:16). The foundational teachings of Moses
have lasted about 3,500 years and will help carry us on
into the Millennium!

David is another man who has laid foundations that will
continue on into the 1,000-year reign of Christ on the earth.
Not only did he lay the foundations for the kingdom of
Israel, but his kingdom and house will last right into the
millennium (Ps. 89:3-4). Yet, like Moses, David was
prepared in the wilderness, where he was persecuted and
went through many trials. If we are going to be chosen by
God to raise up spiritual houses, beloved, we have to be
formed by God so that we do not crumble or break when
the pressures come.
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BUILDING WITH A VISION

Whenthelsradlitesbeganto lay the foundationsfor thetemple,
their adversaries came, claiming to worship the same God
and wanting to help build the temple (Ezra 4:1-2). However,
they did not qualify because they were not true Israelites.
Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the other leaders said, “ Ye have
nothing to do with us to build an house unto our God...”

(Ezra 4:3). Many times, those who oppose us are the ones
who seek to build with us, but they do not qualify. We should
only build with those who qualify and have the same vision
and purpose. This is because when we are building, we are
actually building avision. Those who join with us must have
the same vision.

Even the secular world acknowledgesthis principle. There
have been investigations about why some businesses are
successful, and why other businesses are not. When
researchers examined IBM and many other large, long-
lasting companies, they said the businesses that succeed
are the ones who keep their original vision. The
investigators concluded, “Lose the vision and you lose the
company.” Thistruth can also apply to nations. The nation
that loses its vision will meet with disaster. Thisis shown
to us by the nation of Israel.

| have been in many organizationsin my life, and | have
seen that thisisthe main reason why organizations often
fail. They begin by making alliances with the wrong
people, mixture comes in, and the vision becomes lost.
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Many times the organization becomes democratic, with
everybody adding in their own ideas. But if we are going
to build and complete the works that God entrusts to us,
we haveto be very careful not to make alliances with the
wrong people.

We can only succeed if we keep the vision that God givesus
for our life and ministry. When you go into the ministry or
when God gives you something to do, make sure that you
understand the vision that God has for that place. Your
success depends upon holding on and staying true to that
vision. That is why God spoke to Moses, “ And look that
thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee
in the mount” (Ex. 25:40).

| have been in the ministry for over 50 years, and as | ook
back on my life, | can see that in the beginning God gave
me a vision that He has continued with and increased. By
grace, | do not leave that vision. It is the vision of entering
into revival and of going on to Zion.

THE REBUILDING IS HINDERED

Because of their enemies, theleaders of Israel were blocked
from continuing to rebuild the temple by a royal law that
was proclaimed against them (Ezra 4.6-23). They stopped
thework and the result was that the people of God lost their
vision and settled down. Their innermost thoughts were
revealed as, “ Thispeople say, Thetimeisnot come, thetime
that the LORD’ S house should be built” (Hag. 1:2).
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How often we find that when opposition beginsto hinder us,
we become discouraged, accept these hindrances as the hand
of God, and then we stop pressing on. It can sound very
spiritual to say that because things are not flowing, it is not
God's time.

When there is a problem, if we say it is not really God's
time to do this, then we can settle down and have every
excuse for not obeying what the Lord told usto do! We
can say liketheselsraglites, “Wewill build our own houses,”
or say what Peter did in John 21:3 — “1 am going fishing.”
We can go back to our former activities and lose the move
of the Spirit.

It was 16 yearsthat the work of God stopped until the Lord
moved afresh. The Lord then stirred them up through the
prophesying of Haggai and Zechariah with messages such
as, “ Isit timefor you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses,
and this house lie waste? Now therefore thus saith the
LORD of hosts; Consider your ways” (Hag. 1:4-5). When
the prophecies started to stir up the leaders and the peopl e,
they rose up to rebuild the house of God.

JOSHUA AND SATAN

Hagga and Zechariah prophesied some important keys
concerning leadership. In Zechariah chapter 3 there are the
prophecies concerning Joshua, who was the high priest of
Israel at that time. Satan was standing against Joshua to
accuse him. As leaders, we will have to face all kinds of
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accusations. None of uswill escapethis. Thiswill especially
happen when we are beginning a fresh work for God, or a
new move of God is ready to start!

Now, how do we handle these accusations and criticism? We
have to handle them through the spirit of meekness. We must
not let these accusations get into our own spirit and cause
such thingsas bitterness, self-justification, and unforgiveness.
Aboveall wemust ask God to give usgrace, forgiveness, and
forgetfulness, as Joseph had. There is aways the danger of
being preoccupied with the enemy instead of moving forward.
Thiswaswhat happened in the United States under President
Jmmy Carter. President Carter paralyzed the country when
he concentrated so completely on the 50 American hostages
held by Iran for 400 days. As a leader, you cannot be
preoccupied with the enemy. You cannot be preoccupied with
the situations that would seek to take away all your strength.
You have to keep going forward with the vision that God
gave you to accomplish.

L eadership must also seek God for afresh cleansing, like
Joshua the High Priest received in Zechariah chapter 3.
Joshuareceived new garments. There was afresh anointing
given to Joshuafor the new work hewasto do. Inasimilar
way, we also need to have afresh anointing, afresh mantle,
to do a new work for God. After these things Joshua was
given a plumbline. It is so important that we have a
plumbline so that we can build straight. We need to know
God’'s plansfor each new work, so that we build according
to His pattern.
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ZERUBBABEL AND THE MOUNTAIN

The propheciesof Zechariah chapter four concern Zerubbabel,
the governor of those Israelites who had returned from the
Babylonian captivity. He needed to have an understanding of
how the work of God was to be accomplished. He was told
that it was “ Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,
saiththe LORD of hosts’ (Zech. 4:6). It was by the anointing
that he was going to bring down the mountain of opposition
hewasfacing. That great mountain actually wasthe might of
the Persian Empire, as the enemies had obtained aroyal law
against the rebuilding by the Jews.

Perhapsyou haveamountain of opposition against you, perhaps
there are even government laws that your enemies want to use
against you to hinder thework you are doing for God. You will
not succeed by might, by money, or by having alarge number
of peopleonyour side. Youwill not build by your own willpower
or determination. The way the templeis going to be rebuilt is
by the anointing! And that opposition, that high mountain, is
going to fall down before you by the grace of God!

We must realize that we do not wrestle with flesh and blood,
but against satanic principalitiesand powersin heavenly places
(Eph. 6:12). We must win our battles in the spiritual realm,
and break the power of the enemy by the anointing of the
Spirit of God.

In New Zealand, a friend of mine became the pastor of a
church, which for 15 years had not been able to grow larger
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than 150 people. Sometimesit would go up to 150 members,
then go down to perhaps 30 members. It was up and down
many times but could not go beyond 150 people. However,
when this new pastor was seeking the Lord, the Lord said
“Come to the church every morning at 6 o’ clock to pray.”
As he was praying there, the Lord gave him a vision. The
Lord showed him a huge demon that ruled over the city,
which was keeping the church from being able to grow any
bigger. The pastor kept praying at the church every morning,
and some of the church members started to join him until a
large group was praying. Asthey continued to pray, the Lord
gave the pastor a vision that the demon was no longer
standing in the heavenlies, but had been partly cast down to
where only about half of him was above ground level. The
church continued to pray until another person had a dream,
that only the head of the demon was still to be seen. Asthey
continued to pray, the demon was then cast completely down,
and after that a revival broke out. The church grew to be
about 1500 people, which was ten times bigger than it had
ever been ableto grow. That church first needed deliverance
from the enemy that was hindering it.

As we enter into spiritual warfare, the mountains of
opposition which face us must be brought down by the Spirit
of God. By the grace of God, may we each get the key for
victory that we need to release our churches and cities so
that revival can flow.

It only took Zerubbabel about four years, from 520 B.C. to
516 B.C., to complete the rebuilding of thetemple. The great
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obstacles that had risen up against the work of God were
removed. In our day, the Lord is also going to do a quick
work in rebuilding the temple, which is His Church. We
must al so be ready to quickly accomplish the work that God
has given us to do, not by might nor by power, but by the
Spirit of God.

REVIVAL IS COMING!

Ponder these questions, brothers and sisters. Is God starting
to stir afresh in your own heart and life? Do you want to meet
with God in anew way? Do you want to have a clear vision
and afresh equipping for the ministry? The Lord is building
HisChurch, and ispreparing the greatest revival that theworld
has ever seen. The harvest is great, but the labourers are few.
Leaders are being commissioned and equipped by God for
this great work—what about you?

We need a deeper cleansing, like Joshua the High Priest, so
that we can gain new authority. We need to experience the
grace and the promises of God that were given to Zerubbabel
so that by the anointing we can both begin and complete the
work that God has called us to.

Is the Lord starting to stir your heart afresh? Do you know
God is saying that revival is coming? Do you hear the Lord
saying, “Yes, | have ordained you for thistime of restoration.
| have ordained you for thistime when | am bringing back all
the things | have promised for My Church.” The Lord your
God is speaking specifically to you, that He has a place for
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you. The Lord will reveal that place to you and make it clear
asyou yield your doubtsto Him. He has called you and placed
His hand upon you, and He can bring to pass the things that
seem impossible. The Lord declares that He is the Creator,
and He createsthingswhich are not and bringsthem into being.
Only yield yourself to Him, and do not doubt, and He will
bring to pass what He has spoken to your heart.

As we enter into spiritual warfare, the
mountains of opposition which we face must

be brought down by the Spirit of God!
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CHAPTER SEVEN
THE VISION OF ZION

The Lord desires to plant an onward vision within us. In
Habakkuk 2:2 wereed, “ Writethevision, and makeit plain upon
tables, that hemay run that readethit.” Inour ownlives, wemust
have avison from God, either by His Spirit, from the Scriptures,
or by the anointed preaching of the Word of God. Thisvisonwill
enable usto look beyond the present spiritua experience we are
in. It can hold us, carry uson, and give us purposein life.

God hasavision for every dispensation or period of time.
Asweenquirewhat timeweareliving in, wefind that we are
livinginthelast days. Butitisvery interesting that everywhere
in the Scriptures where it speaks of the last days, we read
about Zion. All the promises of God are to Zion in the last
days. It isthe ultimate goal of the Church! The Apostle Paul
clearly states this in Hebrews 12:22 when he said, “ But ye
are come unto Mount Zion...”

Geographically speaking, Mount Zion isthe southeast part of
the city of Jerusalem. In ancient timesit was called the city of
David, and beforethen it wasinhabited by the Jebusites. This
mountain has great spiritual significance for the Christian.

THE JOURNEY FROM EGYPT TO ZION

To understand the spiritual journey that we must take in our
Christian experience we must study the journey of the
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| sraelitesfrom Egypt to the Promised Land. The Old Testament
“Church,” the children of Israel, started to multiply in Egypt.
Egyptisatypeor picture of theworld. We can seeapopul ation
explosion in the world today, but there is to be a population
explosion in the Church! Salvation was revealed in Egypt.
The Passover lamb was slain there to save the I sraglites, just
as 1 Corinthians 5:7 says that, “ Christ, our Passover, also
has been sacrificed.”

After the I sraelites were saved out of Egypt, they crossed the
Red Sea, which speaks to us of water baptism. But we read
that just after they had crossed the Red Sea, they already knew
their destination was Mount Zion. Exodus 15:17 says, “ Thou
shalt bring themin, and plant them in the mountain of thine
inheritance, in the place, O LORD, which thou hast made for
thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands
have established.” This mountain was Zion (Ps. 79:54,68).
That was always the goal!

MOUNT SINAI

Weread in Exodus 19:1 that in the third month of their journey
they cameto Mount Sinai. The feast of the third month inthe
religious calendar of Israel is Pentecost. We understand that
Mount Sinai represents the Feast of Pentecost, or the
experience of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

It was the tremendous power on Mount Sinai that enabled
Israel to go through the wilderness and come to the Jordan.
We need the power that they had on Mount Sinai where the
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fireof God came down, so that we
as leaders can get the people
through the wilderness and into
on, and give us their inheritance. We need to
purpose in life. emphasize the power of the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. But the
Apostle Paul declared in Hebrews 12:18-22 that we are not
called to Mount Sinai, but to Mount Zion. So we must realize
that the end destination of our spiritual life is not the
Pentecostal experience. The baptism of the Holy Spiritisonly
to help us along our way to Mount Zion.

A vision can

hold us, carry us

Thenthecall of God cameto Mosesin Deuteronomy 10:11,
“ And the LORD said unto me, Arise, take thy jour ney before
the people, that they may go in and possess the land, which
| sware unto their fathers to give unto them.” In
Deuteronomy 2:3 the Lord also said, “ Ye have compassed
this mountain long enough: turn you northward.” So many
churches in our days have become Pentecostal or
Charismatic, and have camped around this blessing. Many
timesthe church is satisfied with an experience. But we must
not be experience-oriented; we must be Christ-oriented! We
must go on to the fullness of what He has for us. Israel of
old wastold specifically that they had camped around Mount
Sinai, or around the blessing of Pentecost, for too long. The
Lord said, “It istime to move on!”

| believe that God is speaking very clearly to the Church
everywhere that it is long past time that we should have left
Mount Sinai to move on with the Lord. The Israglites of old
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wereto move on with the cloud. By the grace of God, we want
tofollow the cloud of God's presence that hasleft Mount Sinai
and the Charismatic movement. God ismoving on! That which
was the will of God at a certain time ceases to be the will of
God when the presence of God moveson. By the grace of God
we want to follow His presence, and according to Scripture,
His presence is unmistakably going to Zion.

So often, we camp around these blessingsfor too long. There
was atime when we were teaching in the United States, and the
Lord spoke to us that we were to go back to Europe where we
had ministered in years past. He said, “ The things that | show
you, you will declare throughout theworld.” We went back, and
what we saw wasthat some of thegreat spiritua leadersin many
of the countriesof Europehad faleninto sin. My heart wasbroken
and | cried out to God, “Lord, why?” The Lord said, “Because
they walked around that mountain too long, and became too
familiar with their present truth. The spiritual life contained in
that truth did not continue to be expressed through them any
longer, and the result was that as they walked around that
mountain, eventually they becameweak andfell intosin.” Solet
us remember the call of the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 12:18-22.
Our call isnot to Mount Sinai and our ultimate destination isnot
to the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Where are we going?*“ But ye
are come unto Mount Zion” (Heb. 12:22).

THE WILDERNESS

After the children of Israel left Mount Sinai, they journeyed
through the wilderness. We see this same pattern in the life of
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Christ. The Lord Jesus was water baptized in Mark 1.9, just as
the Israglites were baptized in type at the Red Sea. Then in
verse 10 Hewasfilled with the Holy Spirit, just asthe lsraglites
next cameto Mount Sinai, wherethefire of God fell. The next
eventin Chrigt’slifeisrecordedinverse 12, “ Andimmediately
the Spiritimpelled Himto go out into thewilderness’ (NKJV),
which the | sraglites al so experienced next.

The wilderness speaks of the trials and testings that are to
bring usto obedience. Deuteronomy 8:2 tellsusthat the Lord
led Israel for 40 yearsin the wilderness to work within them
humility, obedience, and purity. We read about the same
experience in the life of Christ from Hebrews 5:8: “ Though
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which
he suffered.” Thereisonly oneway that obedienceisworked
out in our life, and that is through suffering.

Thelsraelitesfailed in the wilderness, and we also cannot get
through unless God bringsus. If wereject God'sdealings, we
will spend our entire lives in the wilderness and never cross
through it. And if we do not pass through, we will never get
to our inheritance. There are no shortcuts!

CROSSING THE JORDAN

After the wilderness, the Israelites then crossed over the
Jordan. This speaks about the crucified life. While the Red
Sea (or water baptism) isour identification by faith with the
crucified life, the Jordan speaks of having the reality of that
experience working in our lives. When the Israelites had
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crossed the Red Sea they were out of Egypt, but all during
their wilderness trials they wanted to return to Egypt. In a
similar way, you can get Christians out of the world when
they are saved and water baptized, but you still have to get
the world of the Christians! It was only when the Israelites
crossed the Jordan into their inheritance that they no longer
had any desire to go back to Egypt. When they crossed the
Jordan and camped at Gilgal, all the maleswere circumcised,
and the Lord said in Joshua 5:9, “ This day have | rolled
away the reproach of Egypt from off you.” We also need to
cross the Jordan and have our hearts circumcised, so that
we can enter into the experiential knowledge that we are
dead to sin.

Years ago when | was studying in my office one morning, |
had avision of Christ upon the cross, with His back toward
me. Theninthe Spirit | was caught up and | hung with Christ
onthat cross. | wasin Christ, looking through Hiseyesdown
upon the people below. | looked down at all the people who
were mocking Jesus as He was being crucified. Then the
vision ceased, and from my innermost being the Spirit of
God rolled forth. It rolled up in my mouth and the words
came out, “ | have been crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2:20).
Then | saw the veil of the temple ripped from top to bottom.
Then | knew that on the cross my old nature had been
crucified! It is very important that we all have a “Jordan
experience” and that we walk, by the grace of God, in the
light of our being dead to sin. You do not have to have a
vision, but you do have to experientially know that your old
man was crucified with Him.
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CONQUERING THE INHERITANCE

When Joshua and the Israelites crossed the Jordan into the
Promised Land, they began to dispossess the seven nations
that lived in Palestine. It would have been very easy to take
theland if no onelived there. Mount Sinai was not inhabited,
showing us that there is no battle to receive the baptism of
the Holy Spirit. However, in the Promised Land there were
inhabitants, giants, and battles to be fought, just as we now
have to fight against principalities and powers in the
heavenly places.

Mount Zion was the last and most difficult stronghold to
capture. It was the stronghold of the Jebusites. They held out
for centuries until the time of David. They had boasted that
even if their soldiers were all blind and lame, David and his
army could not conquer them. But Zion was taken by David
after his third anointing. There must be a work of God
accomplished in us before we can move on to Zion. This
third anointing is very important.

ZION, THE PLACE OF UNITY

Although Mount Zion was the last stronghold in the land of
Palestine, we aretold in 2 Samuel 5:7 that David captured it
and made it the capital of the nation. There is a deep
significancethere. As Zion wasthe last stronghold that | srael
came to, it is going to be the last place that the Church is
brought to aso. But there were the Jebusiteswho lived there.
In Deuteronomy 7:1-2 the Lord said there were seven enemy
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nations in the land of Palestine. God gave victory over these
enemies, and the last enemy was the Jebusites. Spiritually
speaking, we have the interpretation of these seven enemies
in Proverbs 6:16-19, where the L ord declaresthe seven things
that He hates. The last of these, like the Jebusites, was “ he
that soweth discord among brethren.” Itisinteresting because
weread in Psalm 133 that the brethren who dwell together in
unity are like the dew upon Zion, where God commanded
Hisblessing. So Zionisthe dwelling place of the unity of the
brethren. Where the Jebusites are cast down, we find that
discord among the brethren islaid to rest. Where there is the
unity of the brethren, the blessing of God will flow.

ZION, THE PLACE OF GLORY

Mount Zion is aso the place of the Tabernacle of David. In
the time of King David, the Tabernacle of Moses was still at
Shiloh. But the Ark of the Covenant was missing from the
Holy of Holies. Years before it had been captured by the
Philistines, after which it wasignored by King Saul. However,
at the beginning of King David'sreign he had theArk retrieved
and put in the tabernacle (or tent) upon Mount Zion.

At the ark there was the literal presence of God between the
cherubim, where the cloud of the shekinah glory of God
covered it. Unlike the Tabernacle of Moses, therewasno vell
in David’s Tabernacle to prevent everyone from seeing the
glory of God. David and all the worshipers had open access
to draw near to the Ark and experience God'sglory. Therefore
the visible glory of God is associated with Mount Zion.
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At times God has chosen to manifest His glory. A friend of
minewasrecently talking to me about the cloud of glory which
came into their service. | also remember atimein France a
number of years ago when the ministers were praising God
on the platform, and a cloud of great glory covered them.
There have been touches of it, but what is going to happenis
that we shall see the literal glory cloud coming into the
churches. We must lift our vision higher! We must not limit
God, but must see what the Word of God declares for the
Churchinthelast days. In 2 Corinthians 3:7, it declares that
the glory that was manifested in M oses passed away, but the
ministration of the Spirit shall begreater. Isaiah declared, “ And
His glory will appear upon you” (Isa. 60:2).

| have seen the glorious Church on earthinavision. | also saw
the Church led by Jesus, coming with Him down from heaven.
O, that glorious, heavenly Church! | have seen it descending,
and | have seen the Church on earth rising—and they were
bothidentical. Praise God, thereisgoing to beamighty revival
for the Church to get us ready to meet the Lord!

ZION, THE PLACE OF
PRAISE AND WORSHIP

There arose around the Tabernacle of David all the worship
that is associated with David. They entered into a ream of
praise and worship there on Mount Zion that the people of
God had never seen before. Inthelast days, God isalso going
to cause us to enter into praise and worship to a degree we
have never known before. In Psalm 65:1 it says, “ Praise
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waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion.” Thispraiseand worshipis
waiting to be revealed, when the Church ascends to Zion!

A glimpse of this happened with arevival in Scotland during
the 1930s. | met the brethren who were responsible for that
revival. The ushers moved the people out at midnight to shut
the church doors. What did the people do? They camped
around the building, singing al night, until the doors were
opened at 8:00 in the morning. That isthe realm of praise and
worship that we are awaiting!

ZION, THE PLACE OF TEACHING

Zionisasotheplace of teaching inthelast days. InIsaiah 2:2,
we see that in the last days the mountain of the Lord’s house
will be exalted, and al nationswill flow toit. Thisis speaking
about Zion, and of how the Church of Jesus Christ shall be
lifted up in theselast days. Then | saiah 2:3 saysthat the people
who come up the mountain of the Lord will say, “ Hewill teach
us of hisways, and we will walk in his paths.” God isgoing to
reveal His ways to us. Psalm 103:7 says that the children of
Israel saw the acts and the miracles of God, but only Moses
knew Hisways. Yetin our day, Godisgoing torevea Hisways
to those who go up to Zion.

ZION, THE PLACE OF THE LAW

Isaiah 2:3 al'so goeson to say that “ Thelaw shall go forth out
of Zion.” As | have gone around the nations, the Lord has
spoken to me that He is going to honour His law in the last
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days. The nations have passed law after law in the last few
years, to change the standards of society away from the Ten
Commandments. But God is going to exalt His law amongst
the nations and in His Church in these last days.

In 2 Kings 10:30, wefind that Jehu had fulfilled the ministry
for which he was anointed, but in verse 31 we read, “ But
Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the LORD.” You can
be anointed by God, fulfil a ministry, yet also still walk
contrary to the law of God. The fact that you are anointed
and fulfilling a ministry does not mean that you are
accepted in the presence of AlImighty God! It isimportant
to give heed to the law of God in these days because we are
going to see great sin and deception. Psalm 119:165
encourages us, “ Great peace have they which love thy law:
and nothing shall offend them.”

ZION, THE PLACE OF REVIVAL

Isaiah 25:7 tellsus, “ And he will destroy in this mountain the
face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is
spread over all nations.” We have heard much in recent years
about thefallen angelsthat rule over nations, cities, and towns.
Because of them, the gospel does not havefull liberty in those
areas. But wherethose powers of darkness have been bound—
where the veil has been broken—then the anointing and the
power of God comes down. And so it is that as we go up to
Mount Zion we shall have the power to break the veils over
the nations of this world. We shall have power with God to
break the ruling princes over the citiesin which we live, and
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cause an outpouring of the Spirit of God to come upon that
city. That isthekey toreviva —itisthetearing and destroying
of thevell upon acity or acountry. When that veil isremoved,
the Spirit of God is poured out, the people are convicted, and
revival flows everywhere.

During the national revival in Sweden last century, they had
thiskind of breakthrough. Peoplewould walk literally tens of
miles through the snow, because they were convicted in their
homes of sin. They were looking for a church that was open
that could tell them of Christ and His salvation that would
cleanse them from their guilt. When God opens His heavens
upon acity or upon anation, the Spirit flowsin every home!

In the Welsh revival, when the meetings started in certain
towns, the peoplein thetaverns could not pick up their glasses
to drink beer because the Spirit of God fell on them. They
sometimes crawled to the meetings to get deliverance from
their sins! That is the type of revival that we want to see. |
once visited a very godly pastor who had been part of that
revival. When he whispered the name of Jesus, the sweet
fragrance of Christ would fill the room. | walked through his
city and there was a certain sense of holiness there. When
you walked on the streets, it was different than any other city.
There was a holiness of God that was still there from the
revival years before. As we walked he said to me, “Do you
seethat building?’ | said, “Yes.” He said, “ That used to be a
tavern, but it is no longer a tavern because there are no
customers.” He then pointed to tavern after tavern, about a
dozen that we passed which wereall shut up becausethe Spirit
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of God had cleaned them out. The pastor also said, “ Our church
was not big enough for the crowdsthat came, so thelocal theater
manager gave us the keys to his cinema because he had no
customerseither!” Thereispower when thevell isdestroyed,
and that is why God wants us to go up to Zion. There is
power in Zion that can sweep a nation into God!

A brother was recently speaking to me about the tremendous
sin there isin his country. | once saw the prince that rules
there, and he is a tremendous dark angel. But | believe the
time is coming when God is going to dispossess him and set
the people free. We are going to experience what David
experienced when he reigned in Zion. Every time he went
into battle, he won. He did not |ose even once.

Deuteronomy 28:13 declaresthat the Churchisto bethe head,
not the tail. As the Church ascends to her full inheritance,
thereisgoing to bealifting up of the head for the Church. No
longer is she going to be thetail, conforming to every desire
of this world. She shall be the head, giving direction to
governments, presidents, and to those in authority. This is
already happeningin certain nations. The government officials
are going to the Church for guidance because they don’t know
which way they should go. In the last days many shall get
their directions from the Church!

ASCENDING AND ABIDING IN ZION

There are conditions or qualifications for going up to Zion.
Psalm 24:3 says, “ Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?
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And who may stand in His holy
place?’ Thishill wasthemountain
of Zion, where the ark had been
put in David's Tabernacle. The | sweep a nation
qualificationsin verse 4 are: “ He into God!
who has clean hands and a pure
heart, who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood and has not
sworn deceitfully.” Thequalificationsfor usto ascend to Zion
are all based on righteousness.

There is power

in Zion that can

When they were praying for revival in the Hebrides Islands,
God spoke these verses to them from Psalm 24. As they
humbled themselves before the Lord to follow these verses,
the Lord suddenly poured forth His Spirit. In town after town
therewasgreat conviction of the Spirit of God, because some
of God’s saints had gone up to spiritual Mount Zion!

In Psalm 15:1 we are asked the question, “ LORD, who shall
abidein thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?” In
this psalm we see there are further qualifications of
righteousness for those who desire to abide and dwell on
Mount Zion. Psalm 24 gives the conditions for usto be able
to ascend to Zion, but we must qualify further to remain and
abide in that holy hill!

We must let the Spirit of God search our hearts and bring
conviction. Asyou read this, some are making achoicewhich
is going to determine your eternal destiny. Not to determine
whether you are saved or lost, but it will determine whether
you will qualify to dwell on Mount Zion. Those who have
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been invited to have a deeper, holier walk with God must
make a choice that will determine whether they will qualify
for Zion or take alower place.

Thisis atime of decision. Multitudes, multitudes are in the
valley of decision (Joel 3:14). Some are being weighed in the
balances. The response from your heart will determine your
eternal future — whether you will continue onwards to the
fullness of God'’s purposes for your life or whether you will
remain where you are. As you make the decision to stand
for righteousness, God will give you grace. God will take
you onward and cause you to dwell in His holy hill!

BEING BORN IN ZION

Psalm 87:4-7 speaks three times about those who were born
in Zion. Verse 5 says, “ And of Zion it shall be said, Thisand
that man was born in her: and the highest himself shall
establish her.” The Lord wants to birth within us the vision
that spiritual Zion is our home. He is calling us to catch a
vision of where we areto spiritually dwell, both for our own
lives and a'so for our churches.

| trust that these things are being birthed within you, because
God desires to give to each of us an onward vision. The
guestion we must ask ourselvesis, “Lord, wheream | on my
spiritual journey?’ Aswe ask in sincerity, the Spirit of God
will show us. Are you aready saved from Egypt, and water
baptized like the Israelites at the Red Sea? Are you aso
baptized inthe Holy Spirit? Hebrews 6:1 tellsusthat we must
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go past these first foundations in our Christian experience,
and go on to perfection! We need to learn humility and
obedience to overcome the trials of the wilderness. We need
to experience the crucified life and cross the Jordan so that
we can begin to possess our inheritance. We need to experience
the anointings that David had, to go up and conquer the final
enemies so that we can ascend and live in spiritual Zion!

Irrespective of where you are in the journey, God can birth
within you the vision of Zion. The Holy Spirit can conceive
within you the vision that you were born for agreater destiny
than you have yet experienced. He can give you adesirein
your heart that will never be satisfied until you come to the
fullness of Christ! May that onward vision be birthed in each
of us which will cause us to run the race with patience until
we appear before God in Zion (Ps. 84:7). Never forget that
revival (and all of God’sblessings) isnot your goal; itisonly
ameans to an end—Christ. Keep pressing on until you win
Christ! As He then delights in you, you will be used for His
glory and will see therevival power released that will cause
nations to turn to Christ.
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