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Prologue

Throughout all ages, God the Father has been seeking thosewho
will becomemembersof the corporate body caled“ The Bride.”
This Bride, or “many-membered body” will, in the timing and
wisdom of the Father, be given to His only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. This truth is seen and illustrated by numerous
types within the pages of the Holy Scriptures.

In the beginning God created a bride from the side of the first
man, Adam. Thiswoman was caled Eve. Later inthe history of
the human race, we find Abraham who sought a bride for his
only son, Isaac. In this Situation, Abraham represented God the
Father, who was seeking a bride for the son of promise, Isaac.
Isaac symbolized the only begotten Son of the Father, the Lord
Jesus Christ. The servant Eliezer, commissioned by Abraham to
find theright bride for his beloved son, typified the Holy Spirit.

Another illustration of this beautiful revelation is seen in the
peculiar relationship between I sragl and the Lord. The nation of
Isradl has aways understood that the specia relationship she
had toward Jehovah wasthat of abride toward her bridegroom.
Thus, we read in Isaiah 54:5, “For thy Maker isthine husband;
the LORD of hostsishisname; and thy Redeemer theHoly One
of Isradl; the God of the whole earth shall he be called.”

In Jeremiah 3:14 God pleads, “Turn, O backdiding children,
saiththeLord; for | anmarried untoyou.” Itisrepeated in Hosea
2:16, “And it shal be at that day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt
cal melshi [my husband]; and shat cal me no more Badi [my



lord].” Hoseacontinuesthisthemeby saying, “And | will betroth
thee unto me for ever; yea, | will betroth thee unto me in
righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in
mercies’ (Hos. 2:19).

It isaso of special interest to note that Jerusalem and the Lord
Jesus Chrigt are caled by the same name in the Millennium.
This is because they are reunited in marriage as in the days of
old. (Compare Jeremiah 23:6 with Jeremiah 33:16.)

God promised Israel a new covenant, but reminded them that
even with the commencement of the old covenant, He was a
husband unto them. “Not according to the covenant that | made
with their fathersin the day that | took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake,
although | was an husband unto them” (Jer. 31:32).

Thus, one of thetitles of the Lord Jesus Chrigt, the Jehovah of
the Old Testament, isthe Bridegroom. Thistitlealso carriesover
into the New Testament.

The Bridegroom is seen in Matthew 9:15, “And Jesus said unto
them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as
the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the
bridegroom shdl be taken from them, and then shdll they fast.”

He is seen again in John 3:29, “He that hath the bride is the
bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth
and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s
voice: thismy joy thereforeisfulfilled.”



This book is presented, beloved reader, with the prayer that we
may examine together what Holy Scripture teaches concerning
the Bride of Christ. Our main source of referenceisthe Song of
Songs, with selected portions of the Book of Revelationtoaidin
this pursuit. To complement the exposition of the Song of
Solomon, weencourageyou to study Psalm 45, another important
portion of Scripture in our study of the Bride of Christ. This
Psam flows together with the Song of Songs, harmonizing
beautifully to form acomplete picture of Christ’slovely Bride.






Preface

The Song of Songsiscomposed of five distinct songs. They are
the last five mentioned in 1 Kings 4:32b. King Solomon is
credited with having written 1,005 songs.

Thetitles of the songsare:

1. The First Love Renewed 11-27
2. The Wilderness Journey 2:8-35
3. The Garden Enclosed - Bride's Beauty 36-51
4. The Mighty Army 52-84
5. The Abundant Harvest 85-814

There arethree main divisions of time:

1. Thefirst two songs take place at night

2. The third song takes place in the daytime
3. The last two songs take place at night again

Therearefour vineyardsor gardens.

1. Mine Own Vineyard - neglected 1.6
2. A Garden Enclosed - cared for 4:12
3. The Garden of Nuts - gifts, fruits 6:11

4.Vineyard a Bad-Hamon - great harvest 8:11

Therearefour mountains;

1. Mountain of Bether - Separation 2:17
2. Mount Gilead - Hedling 4:1
3. Mountain of Myrrh - Meekness 4.6

4. Hill of Frankincense - Trid of Faith 4:6



The principle reason we have chosen the Song of Songs as the
basisfor our study of the Bride of Christ is because thisbook is
an expression of the unfolding beauty of Christ. As a believer
receives the revelation of Christ, whether it comes as arhema,
either from HisWord, directly from the Spirit, or asaquickening
from the preaching of the Word, the power of God is aways
present to do atransforming work. This, of course, can be proven
from many parts of Scripture.

For example, the thought contained in 2 Corinthians 3:18 says,
“But we al, with open face beholding asin a glass the glory of
the Lord, are changed into the sameimage from glory to glory.”
Moreover, in 1 John 3:2 we are told, “Beloved, now are we the
sonsof God, and it doth not yet appear what we shal be: but we
know that, when he shal appear, we shal be like him; for we
shdl seehim asheis.” Therefore, the key to being transformed
isto have aprogressiverevelation of the beauty and character of
the Lord Jesus Chrigt.

As we come to understand His character and are transformed
into His likeness, we will attain the privilege of being a part of
His Bride. Dear reader, may God grant you His wisdom and
revelation asyou seek adeeper knowledgeof theperson of Chrigt,
through the pages of this book.
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I ntroduction

The Song of Solomon is different from the other books of the
Bible. There are three acceptable interpretations of the Song of
Songs. Firg, thereisthe authentic rabbinica interpretation which
states that this book is a portraya of the relationship between
Jehovah and Isragl. It purports that the Song of Solomon is an
allegory which sets forth God's choice and guidance of His
ancient people whom He led out of Egypt. It also picturestheir
journey through the wilderness and into Canaan where they are
left looking for the Messiah.

Second, there is an interpretation which states that the Song of
Solomon is an alegory setting forth the relationship and love
between Christ and His Church. This interpretation begins a
short time before the birth of Christ, closes with the call of the
Gentiles, and leavesthe Church waiting and looking for thereturn
of Chrigt. Thisview isextended to apply to the Church throughout
this dispensation, which closes at the Second Coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ. This, too, isavery authentic interpretation of
the Song of Solomon.

The third interpretation, the one that we will study in this book,
is a revelation of the life, the dealings, and the relationship
between Christ and each believer who will make up His Bride.
Chrigt islooking for a Bride—and we must seek to be a part of
that company of believerswhowill makeup Hisheavenly Bride.

The Song of Songs is a series of cameos or pictures that
graphically describeaspiritud truth that the L ord wishesto work
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out in our lives. Throughout the book, thereisaso aprogressive
revelation of the union and communion between the Lord and
HisBride. It isimportant to observe and study this progression.

Some points are repeated because of the seasons in the Song of
Solomon. Inthenatura, weknow that seesonsrepeat themsdves—
the spring brings rain and thus, new growth; the summer is the
season where the crop matures; thefall bringsthe harvest; and the
winter when thereisapparently no growth, yet during whichtime
something unseen is happening deep within the earth.

Inour own spiritud lives, thisisavery important principle—we
havefour seasonsthat continualy revolve. Within these periods
God never doesexactly thesamework inour lives, but continualy
changes that work with the seasons.

The Lord may ded with us for one week or one month on a
certain truth in our lives. Then He might change the focusto a
different truth. After that, He takes up another truth and il
another. Eventually, God will comeback tothat first truth, perhaps
severa yearsin the future, because He wants to bring that truth
into amore mature growth in our lives. Why? He does not want
one aspect of our character to matureto the detriment of another.

God hasatimefor everything! Weseethisclearly in Ecclesiastes
3:1,“Toevery thingthereisaseason, and atimeto every purpose
under the heaven.” God has atimeto heal, atime to cast away,
and atime to gather together, etc. That is why we must submit
constantly to the leading of the Holy Spirit, thereby permitting
Himto guideusintoal truth according to His prescribed seasons.
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We must learn to walk in the Spirit, especialy in our emotional
life. Then He can devel op deeply within usthejoy of heaven, as
well asan understanding of the agony the Godhead experiences.
The Godhead knowsgreat anguishsinceinall our afflictionsHe
isafflicted (Isa. 63:9), even asan earthly father is afflicted when
his children suffer.

In Proverbs 21:1 King Solomon says, “ Theking'sheart isin the
hand of theL ord, astheriversof weater: heturnethit whithersoever
hewill.” Like King Solomon, we are being prepared to sit upon
the throne. Therefore, our hearts must be like water so that the
Lord can pour us into one experience after another, and in that
way developwhat Hedesiresin our livesuntil weare completely
changed into Hisimage.

It is interesting to note that both “Solomon” and “ Shulamite”
have the same meaning of “peaceful” (6:13). Solomon isatype
of the* Prince of Peace,” and representative of Christreigningin
theMillennium. Also, heisatypeof “Beulah Land.” The*Beulah
Land” experience represents atime when the Kingdom and the
believer shal be married to the Lord. Isaiah 62:4 states, “Thou
shat no more be termed Forsaken; neither shal thy land any
more be termed Desolate: but thou shdt be called Hephzibah,
and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy
land shall be married.”

Throughout the Word of God, Israel understood the beautiful
truth expressed by Isaiah in 54:5, “For thy Maker is thine
husband; the LORD of hostsishisname; and thy Redeemer the
Holy Oneof Isradl; the God of thewholeearth shall hebecalled.”
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They understood their relationship to Jehovah—He was the
Bridegroom, and they were His Bride.

The Apostle Paul continues the same message in the New
Testament when he likens marriage in Ephesians 5:32 to the
blessed union between Christ and His Church. There are many
such ScripturesintheWord of God. Earlier welooked at Jeremiah
3:14 wherethe Lord pleaded with the Isradlites, “[Return to me]
for I am married unto you.”

The marriage union we enjoy here on earth was given so that we
might understand and comprehend the true communion that the
Creator desires with us, His Church. Revelation 4:11 declares
we were created by the Lord Jesus Christ, for Him, and for His
good pleasure. Thisdepictstherole of awomanin marriage, for
shewas created out of man, for man, and for his good pleasure.

There is something else very interesting in the setting of the
Song of Solomon. In the Bible, it is placed after the book of
Ecclesiastes, and we know Ecclesiastes opens with: “Vanity of
vanities; al is vanity.” We have the thought in Ecclesiastes of
the dissatisfaction of worldly wisdom. In the Song of Songs,
however, thismentdity iscontrasted with the satisfied and blessed
state of the one who is married to the Lord. In redity, true
satisfactionisonly obtained in the marriage union with the Lord
Jesus Chrigt.

Aswe study, let us remember it is grace aone that can teach us
thewonderful truths contained in thissmall, but powerful book,
and it is experience aone that can help us apply them.
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Part A - The Song of Songs
Chapter One
First Loved Renewed (1:1- 2:7)

The Song of Solomon is aprogression of the spiritual life of
thebeliever. It doesnot begin at salvation but after aChristian
has served the Lord for perhaps a number of years and has
lost hisfirst love (Rev. 2:1-4). Thisis an essential truth that
must be known and believed for an accurate study of the Song
of Solomon.

1:1-2 - “ The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s. Let him kiss
mewith the kisses of hismouth: for thy loveisbetter thanwine.”

The renewal of love begins in these two verses. Here we have
the revelation of the love of Christ given to the Chrigtian. At
timeslikethese, when we are humbled and overwhelmed by the
fresh revelation of the amazing depths and endless heights of
Hislove, it is natura for us to express our appreciation as did
the Shulamite, saying, “ Thy love is better than wine.” Because
the Song of Songs is written as an alegory, we must look at
these phrases together in order to find the true meaning.

Wineisatype of joy inthe Word of God. Thus, as Christ meets
her again shesays, “ Your love exceedsall thejoysof thisworld!”
These words begin afresh and new encounter with the lover of
her soul. Thisfresh touch of Hislovewill cause her to say, “The
other joys of thisworld, and even my spiritua experiences, are
nothing compared to Your love.”
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Psalm 4 helpsusto understand, at least in part, thelove of Christ
and the true joy that He can give. Thisisapsam of restoration
which King David wrote after he had committed adultery with
Bathsheba. He penned this psalm when, as her new husband, he
wasfleeing for hislifefrom Absalominthewildernessof Judah.
Yet, inthemiddle of al thishe could still say totheLord, “Thou
hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their
corn and their wineincreased” (Ps. 4:7). The I sraglitesformerly
were agriculturalists—shepherds, herdsmen, and farmers. Their
happiest time was during harvest when their corn and wine
increased, when they would rgoice and celebrate with great
feasts.

The comparison David used reved sthe depth of joy and gladness
that the Lord gracioudy restored to him. It was ajoy that came
after his restoration prayer, “Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation” (Ps. 51:12). In His mercy, God had forgiven David's
iniquity and granted him complete restoration.

He could truly say inthe midst of al histrouble, “Oh Lord, You
haverenewed my joy, and it far exceeds anything we have when
thereisagood harvest.” God wantsto restore and give usajoy
that surpasses al imagination—not smply the joy of savation,
but the joy of being wondroudly restored. Praise the L ord!

1.3 - “ Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy nameis
as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee.”

Psalm 45:8 helps us better understand these ointments which
are associated with the presence of the Lord, “All thy garments
smdl of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces,
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whereby they have made thee glad.” It is a fact that spiritua
beingscarry the odor of their nature. Thisistruefor the kingdom
of Satan as well as the kingdom of God. We can sometimes
discern demonic powersby the odor which emanatesfrom them.
Depending on the demon, the odor is different, but dwaysvile.

However, Jesus presence bearswithit the beautiful scent of His
character and nature. When the presence of the Lord comes,
sometimes our spiritual sensesare opened, and we can smell the
fragrance of His presence. This wonderful perfume is actualy
“myrrh, and aoes, and cassia,” and these ingredients dl have
spiritual significance.

These fragrances are associated with the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.
5:22-23). Myrrh always speaks of meekness. Aloes symbolizes
temperance or sdf-control. Cassia signifies humility. (This is
examined further in Song of Solomon 4:13-14.) Therefore, she
is saying, “Thy name is as ointment poured forth. Thy name
gpeaksof meekness, self-control, and humility.” Itisclearly God's
desirefor His Bride to be infused with these odors.

She goes on in verse 3 to say, “Therefore do the virgins love
thee.” The word “virgin” is important because we have to
understand the Scriptural meaning of virgin, rather than the
typica meaning wenormally givetothename. It actually means
“onewho is pure, or undefiled, a'so onewho isdemure.”

When my wife, Audrey, and | werein Maawi anumber of years
ago, westayed at aPresbyterian rest home. Whilewewerethere,
we became very interested in one of the Africans whose duty
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wasto wait on anyone who cameto the rest home was assigned
to us. While talking to him, we found out that he had seven
children. Hewent ontotell usthat hehad a 15 year-old daughter,
and Audrey felt the Lord gently impressing upon her to giveone
of her dressesand apair of shoesto thisgirl.

Thefollowing day, we had just finished breskfast whenwelooked
out the window and noticed the young girl wearing Audrey’s
dress. She just stood by the window, waiting to be recognized.
Audrey and | went out to ask her if sheliked the dress.

When we finished talking with her, we came back in, and the
Lord began to speak to us. He said, “ | want you to notice the
attitude of the daughter. Shewaited to berecognized.” God said,
“It is pleasing sometimes in My sight if you will wait to be
recognized beforeyou rushinto My presence.” Thereisabeauty
in this attitude that speaks of the “hidden ones.”

Thisthought aso brings usto Marthaand Mary. In John 11, we
can read the well-known story of the death and resurrection of
Lazarus. When the Lord was on His way to Bethany, Martha
came out to meet Him (Jn. 11:20). Mary, on the other hand,
waited to be called. There is a difference. The “hidden ones’
quietly wait upon the Lord to be called into His presence.

Yes, thereisatime when you press on into God's presence, but
there isaso atime when you wait to be recognized by the King
of kings and ushered into His presence. David said in Psalm
40:1, “I waited patiently for the Lord; and heinclined unto me.”
Therearetimeswhenwemust quietly wait and say, “Lord, would
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you extend your graciousnessto me, and cause meto comeinto
your presence” (Ps. 65:4.) When we st and wait, as a virgin
with purity of heart, it alows the Lord to do a deep work of
humility and meeknessin lives.

1.4 - “ Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought
me into his chambers. we will be glad and regjoice in thee, we
will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee.”

The Lord Jesus Christ brought it out beautifully when He
declared, “No man can come to me, except the Father which
hath sent me draw him” (dn. 6:44). We cannot come into His
presence, increase our knowledge of Him, or grow in our
relationship with Him unless He sovereignly draws us.

Inrevivd, everything startswith God. Everything! Too frequently
people testify, “1 lived apast sinful life, and then | found Him.”
Beloved, you did not find Him, He found you! Others will say,
“Then | sought for the baptism of the Holy Ghost and | received
it.” It was the Lord who baptized you with the Holy Ghost
(Lk. 3:16).

Weneedtoredizeitishby grace, and graceaonethat we cometo
Him and progress in our spiritual walk with Him. 1 John 4:19
dates, “Welovehim, because hefirst loved us.” TheLord dways
initiates and gives the desire, but we must have an open heart
and aright attitude to respond to His promptings.

John Wed ey expressed it thisway, “All the desires of holiness
areThine, and Thineaone.” The Shulamiterecognized thistruth,
crying out, “Draw me.” The key isto understand this truth—if
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God will draw us, if His Spirit will draw us, then new growth
can occur. Sometimes this drawing requires waiting upon the
Lord and crying out to Him constantly, “Lord, draw me that |
might desire You and move on with You. Please, Lord, | do not
want to continue at my present level. Draw meto fresh heights.”

Another important truth in this attitude of “draw me” isthat she
assumesaposition of leadership. Theversesays, “ Draw me, we
will run after Thee.” It isonly asthe shepherd isdrawn that the
sheep will aso be drawn, because the shepherd dwaysleadsthe
way. The people in agroup, a church, or afamily, many times,
will not go beyond the experience we as leaders have with the
Lord. When thingsare not going well in the church and wewant
the Spirit to move, you and | must cry out, “Lord, draw me.”

Then those under uswho seemto have plateaued intheir spiritual
life will gain fresh desire and momentum to move on with the
Lord. Knowing this truth is very important in our households,
especialy if thereissomeonewhoisunsaved. 1 Peter 3:1-2 says
that an unbelieving husband may be won to the Lord through
the nature and character of Christ displayed in his wife's
conversation. As awife or husband is drawn to the Lord, then
their unbelieving spouse may be drawn aswell.

Continuing in verse 4, weread, “ The king hath brought meinto
hischambers.” We cannot come into the presence of areigning
monarch unless he bids us enter. The Shulamite did not smply
chooseto go into his chambers; it was only with his permission
that she was brought before the beauty of hismanifest presence.
Thus, thisisthekey to moving onin our spiritua life—theLord
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Himself must bring usin. Thistruthisagateway to understanding
the following chapters. In the last part of verse 4 she speaksin
theplura form, “ Wewill beglad and rgjoiceinthee...” Yes, the
King has brought her into His chambers, but who is glad?“ \We
will be glad and rejoice in thee.” When one person meets God
inanew way, othersrejoice because they receivethe blessing of
the presence and word of the Lord.

Thereisadefinite order throughout the Word of God, aswell as
inour own spiritual lives. Firgt, the Lord appears. He makesthe
first overtures, either by HisSpirit, by an anointing, by adrawing,
or by theWord of God. With thisrevel ation comesadeep, a most
overwhelming sense of the beauty and graciousness of the Lord
to us.

When we meet the Lord, there is a certain aspect of His beauty
that He wantsto permesate our liveswith; thus, He will manifest
Himsdf in that particular form. For example, if that aspect is
healing, we will see Him asthe Hedler. He will recreate organs,
open stopped ears, and cause the lame to walk. We will become
so conscious of Christ asthe Hedler that we will know deep in
our hearts that He can do anything.

“We will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love
thee.” Again comes this thought of being upright. We cannot
lovetheLordif wearenot upright for only the upright love Him
in sincerity and truth. We cannot appreciate the Song of Songs
or the love of God if our hearts do not have a desire for that
purity. When our hearts have been cleansed, we will experience
true joy in worshipping the Lord.
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1.5-" I amblack, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as
the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon.” When she saw
the Lord in al His beauty, she then saw hersdlf in all her needs.
Likewise, when we become conscious of His beauty and the
particular aspect of His character He is trying to impress upon
us, weareaso given afurther revelation of how “black” weare.

When | saiah saw the Lord, he aso saw himself. Weread, “ Then
sad |, Woe is me! for | am undone; because | am a man of
unclean lips, and | dwell inthe midst of apeopleof uncleanlips:
for mineeyeshave seentheKing, theLORD of hosts’ (Isa. 6:5).
Another godly man who experienced thiswas Job. After he saw
theLord, hehumbly said, “| have heard of thee by the hearing of
the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore | abhor mysalf,
and repent in dust and ashes’ (Job. 42:5-6).

Continuing in verse 5 we read, “ As the tents of Kedar, as the
curtains of Solomon.” Kedar was one of the sons of Ishmad,
and became one of the tribes who wandered. There are some
very beautiful thoughtsassociated with thesetents. Ishmadl, father
of Kedar, was the son of Hagar who was a type of the Law
(Gal. 4:21-31).

So often, in our search for true holiness, we wander through the
Law just like thetribe of Kedar. When we see the Lord we will
seeoursalvesin thelight of Hisglory and cry out, “1 am black.”
Thetentsof Kedar weremadefrom the goatsof thedesert, which
areblack, asindeed isthe goat’s hair covering the Tabernacle of
Moses. Black isthe covering of most clergy asign of separation
from the world unto God.
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1.6 - “ Look not upon me, because | am black, because the sun
hath looked upon me: my mother’s children were angry with
me; they made me the keeper of the vineyards, but mine own
vineyard have | not kept.” She cries out in shame because “ my
mother’s children were angry with me...” Here is a truth we
want tolook at carefully. To understand the degper meaning here,
we must understand that the mother always symbolizes the
Church. “Mother” in the Word of God dways refersto the true
or false Church (Gal. 4:26, Rev. 17:5).

Thechildren of themother or the Church obvioudy haveauthority
over the Shulamite, telling her what to do. Therefore, they must
represent those in authority in the Church. It is possible they
weredirecting her in all matters such aswho to oversee, who to
disciple, whereto go, etc. All she was doing was “works,” and
more“works’ at the dictate of the hierarchy. When she met with
Christ it was not her “works’ that confronted her. Rather, it was
therealization that she had neglected her own*“ vineyard” (heart)
in her busyness.

Beloved, we have to watch our own hearts. We can do so much
work in the Kingdom, and yet neglect our own hearts. | knew a
pastor in Francewho did everything inthe church, including the
menid tasks that should rightfully have been done by others.
For example, if anyone wanted a pane of glass put in, he was
there with his hammer and nails. However, he would arrive at
the church meetings completely exhausted, and almost had to
crawl to the pulpit to go through the ritual of reading the Word
or teaching. His congregation pleaded with him, saying, “ Pastor,
you are our shepherd. Just study the Word, pray, and give us
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God's counsel. The deacons and otherswill help uswith dl the
menia tasks.” Unfortunately, he never got the message, and
remained spiritualy barren. Thus, we must be very careful to
first watch our own vineyards before we watch others (1 Tim.
4:16; Acts. 20:28). Scripturewarns us repeatedly to take heed to
ourselves firgt before ministering to others.

1.7 - Tel me, O thou whommy soul loveth, where thou feedest,
where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should | be
asonethat turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?” She
isspeaking to her Heavenly Bridegroom, and thesewordsare so
important and precious to God. This is what He wants to hear
more than anything else. He wants to know that we love Him
just as He commanded, “And thou shalt love the LORD thy
God with dl thine heart, and with al thy soul, and with all thy
might” (Deut. 6:5; cf. Matt. 22:37).

She then asksamost important question, “ Tell me.. wherethou
feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why
should | be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy
companions?” In other words she was saying, “Lord, where do
You feed? | do not want to be stuck somewhere and be fed by
those who do not have Your Word. | want to be ministered to
and fed by You. | do not want to have a neglected vineyard any
longer. Lord, | want to be nourished by the Shepherd of my soul.”
The important thing is this—she had a discerning heart; may
God grant us the same discernment.

1.8 - “If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy
way forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside
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the shepherds’ tents.” Here we find the answer to her question
in verse 7 concerning where the Lord goes to feed, and thus
where we should be. The Shulamite was told, “Be where the
shepherds are. Live the life they lead, and then you will be
nourished likewise by Me.”

How important it isto understand this truth! Aswe wak where
the true shepherds of God walk, follow their example, then we
shdl be nourished by the Lord. We do not want to be pushed
aside or stumbled by the companions of verse seven.

The Shulamite is referred to repeatedly as the “ fairest among
women.” Psalm 45:2 flowsvery beautifully with this: “Thou art
fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips:
therefore God hath blessed thee for ever.” What arevelation of
the grace of God! AsHisgraceispouredinto our lives, wewant
toreceiveit and betransformed, so that when He beholdsus, we
arefarinHiseyes.

1:9-* | have compared thee, O my love, to a company of horses
in Pharaoh’s chariots.” Here we see another truth. A company
of horses in Pharaoh’s chariots speaks of a disciplined life. |
read a beautiful exposé about the horses of the Emperors of the
AustriaHungarian Empire. They were reared with great care,
because horses that drew the chariots of the emperor had to be
very gentle and docile, and above dl, they had to be under the
complete command of the coachman.

They had to bewell fed and well treated, but they also had to
be secluded. Seclusion was an important part of their training
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for it devel ops meekness of character, as do desert and prison
periods in the lives of God's saints. In order to walk in the
Spirit, we, too, will have periods of preparation that seclude
us from a busy life, perhaps even from the church. So often,
training must take place in the quietness of seclusion. There
aretimeswhen God cutsaway or prunes much of our ministry
to others and says, “1 want to speak to you.” Thus, seclusion
isthe way we learn the disciplined life. Sometimes this may
mean taking a sabbatical from active ministry, cutting down
on our speaking schedule, or if we do not have a speaking
ministry, removing our work duties for atime.

We have an example of this in the life of the Apostle Paul.
After hisconversion, the Lord called him to separate himself
from the brethren and come away to the isolation of the
Arabian Desert where he was taught by the Lord Jesus
Himself. “But when it pleased God, who separated me from
my mother’swomb, and called me by hisgrace, Toreveal his
Son in me, that | might preach him among the heathen;
immediately | conferred not with flesh and blood: Neither
went | up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before
me; but | went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.
Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to see Peter,
and abode with him fifteen days” (Gal. 1:15-18).

To further explain the principle of atruly disciplined life, let me
relate apersona story. A number of years ago the Lord spoke to
my wifeand meto Sart walking inthe Spirit. At thetime, wewere
pastors and we were passing through adifficult period. However,
the Lord had been meeting Audrey and me wonderfully as we
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were praying. When He started to speak to us about being led by
the Spirit, it wasglorioud Hesad, “I do not want youto do anything
before you ask Me” This sounded very good, indeed. Shortly
after, wereceived an invitation to aseminar in anearby city, and
we thought this was just what we needed. Then we remembered
the Lord's clear word that we were to check with Him beforewe
did anything, so we placed the matter before the Lord.

“Lord, thisiswhere we are going, isit dl right?” Promptly He
replied, “No, it isnot. | don’'t want you there.” We were rather
surprised that attending a conference would upset the Lord, but
of course, we did not know who would be at that conference,
and Hedid. Wefound out | ater that the scheduled speakerswere
involved in many doctrinal errors.

Then He gave me avision of ahorse in a corral. The horse
ran to one gate and back, then to the other gate and back. The
master saw this, opened the gate, and the colt bounded out
and ran happily to the pastureland. When evening came, the
colt came back to a door that was now shut to him. That is
where the vision stopped.

TheLordsad, “If you keep asking Me, you will get what you
want, but you will not get back in the corral again. You either
stay under my discipline or you leave, it is up to you.” The
Lord desiresusto ask Him to reveal to uswhat we should do,
and then walk in obedience to His word. We must be careful
to stay on the path He has placed before us. Thus, the Lord
was teaching us to ask for His will, not permission to fulfill
our desires.
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1:10 - “Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy neck
with chainsof gold.” Cheeks, of course, arethe symbol of love,
asayoung girl in love dways blushes. In a sense, we could say
that her cheeks are covered with rows of jewels. In other words,
her love for the Lord was now blooming. The neck isasymbol
of strength, and so dong withlove, strengthwasnow developing
(Job 41:2).

1:11 - “ Wewill make thee borders of gold with studs of silver.”

In order to understand this verse properly, we need to look at
Isaiah 54:11-14, * O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not
comforted, Behold, | will lay thy stones with fair colours, and
lay thy foundationswith sapphires. And | will makethy windows
of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of
pleasant stones. | will establish you.”

Many of us can relate to this kind of affliction during various
periods of our life. Some might even be going through it now.
Rather than letting us be tossed here and there, God wants to
meet with us in our difficulties and make us stable. We need
these words to become a quickened rhema in our lives during
these times. Borders speak of boundaries that are placed on us
by the Lord for our protection.

1:12 - “Whilethe king Sitteth at histable, my spikenard sendeth
forth the smell thereof.” Spikenard is a costly herb that
symbolizespeace. TherearetimeswhenwestintheLordinan
attitude of peaceful contentment, even as David went in to Sit
beforetheL ordinthetabernacleon Mount Zion. Therearetimes
inour prayer life, too, when we should just sit before the Lord
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and recognize God'sgracein our lives. These momentsare very
pleasing to theLord, aswewait there before Him and muse over
thewonderful thingsHe hasdonefor us. Thisisour “ spikenard”
experience. The perfume of our heart rises up before Him aswe
acknowledgein true contentment and rest in our spirit, “O Lord
you have done all these wonderful things for me, | thank you
with al my heart.”

1:13 - “ Abundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto me; he shall
lieall night betwixt my breasts.” Myrrhisasymbol of meekness,
and it is one of the themes that run throughout the Song of
Solomon.

My wifeand | werein Jerusdemanumber of yearsago at Chrigt’s
tomb. | knelt before the tomb and said, “Lord, will you speak to
me?Would you be gracious and speak to me?’ Hesaid only one
word, “Meekness.” That, | believe, isthequdity the Lord prizes
perhaps morethan any other fruit of the Spirit. Hetellsusin His
Word that He is meek and lowly. Thus, He wants to work out
His meeknessin our heartsand in our lives.

Meeknessisof such wonderful vauein God'ssight. Sometimes,
for the sake of meekness, we mugt “liedl night” whiledeepis
taken away from us so that we can have an understanding of His
meekness. Thisquality ismany timesillustrated by the nature of
alamb. In the natural cycle, alamb or sheep grows athick coat
of wool for the winter months, but before the heat of summer it
must be sheared. In this shearing, everything is stripped from a
sheep until it becomes amost unrecognizable. This truth in the
natural carries over into the spiritua lives of believers. Isaiah
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declared that the Lamb of God “ opened not His mouth” when
Hewassheared (Isa. 53:7), and therearetimesin our liveswhen
we, too, must be sheared.

Years ago, | was with a brother when he experienced this. We
werein Austria, and my friend had an American car. Somehow,
through alittle deviousness, the pastors of this particular church
in the United States managed to alter the documentsfor hiscar,
and he was quite surprised to receive a letter saying, “We are
giving your car to another person.” Actually, they had decided
to give this car to another pastor.

| asked my friend what he was going to do, and he quickly
responded that the Lord had dready spoken to him. His said,
“Theshearershave comeand they have sheared my car fromme
and | must not open my mouth.” Therefore, in spite of his
disappointment, when the representative from the Statesarrived,
my friend invited his shearer into his home. He heaped coals of
fire upon his shearer’s head by giving him cups of tea and
doughnuts, sprinkled with politeness and mercy and then gave
himthekeysto hiscar. When our shearerscomearound, beloved,
we must react in like manner, aslittle lambs.

1:14 - “ My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphirein the
vineyardsof Engedi.” Now we seeacompletechange. Nolonger
is she embracing her Beloved as myrrh or meekness. He has
now become unto her asacluster of camphire (symbalic of joy).
If wearewillingto train for meekness, God will pour in Hisjoy.
Isaiah 29:19 promises, “ Themeek also shall increasetheir joy in
the LORD, and the poor among men shall rgoice in the Holy
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One of Isradl.” The Shulamite uses a beautiful phrase in this
verse, “ in the vineyard of Engedi.” A vineyard represents wine
(whichisasoasymbol of joy), yet itisthe nameof thevineyard
that isthekey to thistruth. Engedi was David' sfortressof strength
(1 Sam. 23:29).

The order given in this verse is very important—first we must
embrace myrrh, then we follow by embracing camphire in the
vineyards of Engedi. We aretold in Nehemiah 8:10, “...thejoy
of the LORD isyour strength.” Meekness leadsto joy, and joy
leadsto strength. If, in meekness, we allow the shearersto come
in, wewill then have God'sjoy, which will becomeour strength.

1:15 - “ Behold, thou art fair, my love;, behold, thou art fair;
thou hast doves eyes.” HeretheBelovediseulogizing Hisbride.
Doves are mentioned often in the Word of God, and the Holy
Spirit Himself is likened to a dove (Mt. 3:16). One important
characterigtic of adoveisthat it has no gal, which symbolizes
bitterness (Acts 8:23). It is one of the only creatures in God's
creation that has no bitterness. Moreover, a dove is frightened
very easily at any sign of the enemy.

God wants us to be so sensitive to evil that asit approaches, we
fly to the stronghold of God. It is soft and tender, and faithful to
one mate throughout its life. Therefore, the Beloved tells His
love, “You arejust like adove. You are so constant in your love
toward me and your eyes are so soft and tender and clear.”

1:16 - “ Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant: also
our bedisgreen.” Thisisher responseto him. “Beloved” dways
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refersto Christ; however, Chrigt is never mentioned by namein
the Song of Solomon. A beautiful truth is expressed herein that
werarely call someonewelove by hisor her proper name; more
often, weusetermsof endearment and itissimply understood to
whom we are speaking. The Song of Songs is for the mature
believers, because they know of whom sheis speaking.

Shegoesonto say, “ our bedisgreen.” Thethought hereisfrom
Psalms 23:2, “He maketh meto lie down in green pastures. he
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul.” Sheis
saying, “Oh, Lord, You lead me by green pastures, You restore
my soul, You givemerest.” Often Jesusdrew Hisdisciplesaside
to rest and talk with Him.

Rest issoimportant in our spiritua growth. There must be God-
ordained periods of rest in our lives, we cannot keep going al
thetime. If we areled of the Spirit, God will lead usinto periods
of rest, wherewewill feed upon green pasturesand lie down and
rest with Him. We may appreciate this thought of rest even in
creation. God created a seven-day week so that man would be
ableto rest on the Sabbath and be refreshed to work for the next
six days, just as He rested from Hiswork of creation (Gen. 2:2-
3). The Lord Jesus reiterates the necessty of rest in Matthew
11:28-29, “Comeunto me, adl yethat |abour and are heavy laden,
and | will giveyourest...and yeshall find rest unto your souls.”

1:17 - “ The beams of our house are cedar, and our rafters of
fir.” Sheisnow speaking of the house again. In other words, she
issaying, “You have caused meto rest in asecure house and to
become strong in our relationship. We are not wandering as
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though we lived in tents, for You have become my sure
habitation.” Thebeamsof thisspiritua houseweremade of cedar,
which speaks of strength. The “rafters of fir,” from other
trandations, are symbolic of blood. The fragrant wood has a
reddish hue (Gesenius). Rafters do not support the walls of a
structure, but arethe covering, supporting theroof. Sheissaying,
“The atoning blood is over us and covering us.” The repetition
of the possessive pronoun “our” symbolizes awonderful sense
of oneness between the Lord and His Bride.

2:1-*1 amtherose of Sharon, and thelily of thevalleys.” In
chapter two, her Beloved introduces Himself afresh. “1 AM”
isone of the Lord’stitles. Heis showing her anew aspect of
His character.

The rose of Sharon is a preeminent flower along the fertile
plains of the Mediterranean, renowned for its beauty and
fragrance. In telling her that He is the Rose of Sharon Heis
saying, “1 want you to have a fresh glimpse of My beauty.”
He then adds that He is “ the lily of the valley.” Thelily isa
symbol of purity asthe lily iswhitein color. “I want you to
see the beauty of My purity.” The secret of the ongoing
Christian life with a deeper revelation of Him isdesire. This
truth is vital for us to understand! Desire is so often birthed
through what we see, for what we seeiswhat we desire. That
is the reason so much money is spent on advertising.

Television is a prime example of this. Someone who watches
much television is bombarded with advertisements for many
different products, causing a constant change in his desires
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according to what is being shown. That is why some of us
need to go to acountry like Africawhere we will see nothing.
Our desireswould then be purified immediately! Our desires
must be so purified so that we can cry out as King David in
Psalm 27:4, “ Onething have | desired of the LORD, that will
| seek after; that | may dwell in the house of the LORD all the
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to
inquirein histemple.”

| offer the key we, my wife and I, found to be so effectivein
this area. My wife Audrey and | have an understanding
concerning this matter called “ desire versus need.” It has been
customary between my wife and me, before we buy something
or do anything, to always ask the Lord, and check with each
other first. Sometimes it has surprised us what the Lord
approves.

On one trip to Central America, Audrey thought that she
should buy a certain woven skirt made by the local people.
She asked me if | thought that it was suitable, to which |
responded, “Haveyou asked the Lord?’ Shereplied, “ Ohyes!
Hesaid yes.” | wasalittle doubtful so | asked the Lord, “Do
you want Audrey to have that skirt?” To my amazement He
answered, “Yes, it isanecessity.” Dear Audrey got her skirt.
For my wife and me, we believe the Lord usesthis custom of
asking the Lord and clearing it with each other to purify our
desires little by little, until the things of the world grow
strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace. Therefore,
in every situation and circumstance we are learning to say,
“Lord, choose Thou for us.”



First Love Renewed 39

2:2 - “ As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the
daughters.” He pays her a tremendous compliment. As we
have already said, the lily is a type of holiness or purity.
Holinessis actually composed of two attributes—separation
and joining. It is being separated from the thinking and lusts
of thisworld, and being joined to the Lord. In actuality, it is
impossibleto be holy if oneisonly separated from theworld.
Holiness is an attribute of God and only as we are joined to
God can we be holy (Rev. 15:4; John 17:3,16,21). We must
be separated from the world, but we are made holy by virtue
of the fact that we are joined to Him.

Wherever the Lord is—that place becomes holy for Heis haly.
For example, when God was in the burning bush, Moses was
told, “Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground” (Ex. 3:5). That piece of ground
was no different from any other. Only the fact that this ground
was joined to God at that particular moment made it holy.
Anything or anyone who is joined to God isimmediately holy.
That iswhy Paul callsus*holy and beloved” in Colossians 3:12,
because we are joined to God.

2:3 - “ As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my
beloved among the sons. | sat down under his shadow with
great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.” Thisis her
responseto thelove her Beloved has poured upon her. Theapple
tree is a fruit tree, and as such, it is greatly valued, more than
other trees of the forest. Trees, of course, are a symbol of men
(Ps. 1.3; Isa. 61:3). Sheisdeclaring to him, “Oh, Your worth is
S0 much greater than that of any other man.”
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This is an important truth for us to redlize, for she is placing
Christ above any earthly level. Most assuredly, every Christian
must come to that place where he or she chooses who has first
place in his or her heart. Is your wife before Christ? Is your
husband before Christ?1sChrist “ theappletreeamong thetrees
of thewoods’ to you?

Every oneof usistested in thisarea. Perhaps, one day someone
will come into your life and you will hear the Lord say, “This
person isnot My will for your life.” Then comesthe battle. Will
you choose Christ and Hiswill, or will you choose the one you
want to marry?

It is essentia to understand this truth as the Shulamite did. As
we place our desires at the feet of the Lord and put Him above
all others, we shall receive grace to fight that battle through.
When first place has been given to Jesus, and al desires are
submitted to Him, Heisfreetojoin usto the one He chosefor us
before the foundations of the world!

“1 sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit
was sweet to my taste.” The picture of sitting down under His
shadow shows Him as a strength to the poor and the needy; He
isour refuge from the storm aswell as a shade from the hest.

“And aman shall be as an hiding place from thewind, and a
covert from the tempest; asrivers of water in adry place, as
the shadow of agreat rock in aweary land” (Isa. 32:2). That
man, of course, is our Lord Jesus Christ. Sometimes when
the heat of the storm rages around us, all we want to do is
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come into His presence and be under His shelter. How
important it isthento sit at His feet and let the peace of God
overshadow us. Wemust not continue onin our journey devoid
of peace, but rather come aside and rest under His shadow;
after recelving Hisrefreshing strength we can go out to meet
the problems. If we neglect this communion with the Lord,
we will not have strength for the battle.

2:4-5 - “He brought me to the banqueting house, and his
banner over me was love. Say me with flagons, comfort me
with apples: for | amsick of love” What sheisreally saying
is, “I have not got the capacity to contain Your love.” Often,
there aretimesin our lives when the presence of the Lord is
So great that we simply do not have the capacity to receive
Him or His love. Nevertheless, | believe with all my heart
that if we pressin, God will increase our capacity until we
can come to a place where we can “be filled with all the
fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19).

2:6-7 - “ Hisleft hand is under my head, and his right hand
doth embrace me. | charge you, O ye daughters of
Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye
stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please.” We have the
beautiful thought that she is choosing once again just to be
alone with Him.

This is what marriage is all about — desiring to be alone
with our mate. We want to jump in our car and speed away
from the crowds, to be alone with our beloved. This is the
quietness and spice of marriage. It is togetherness; yet it is
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aloneness. Thistruthisbeautifully expressed here. “Oh please
do not interfere with me while | am in His presence because
that meanseverythingtome.” | have said that thetitle or theme
of thisfirst songis*“The First Love Renewed.” There needsto
bethe samekind of renewal in many marriages. Many couples
havelost their first love for each other and no longer desire to
havethat intimate al oneness. Frequently, they would rather have
awhole crowd of people with them. Too many times it seems
easier, even in spiritual matters, to becomeinvolvedin activity
rather than waiting in the presence of the Lord.

Beloved, we are not going to progress in our spiritual walk
until we have our first love restored. God said to the Ephesian
Church, “ Thou hast | eft thy first love. Repent...or | will remove
thy candlestick” (Rev. 2:5). In other words the Lord was
warning, “I will take the revelation and the anointing away,
because al these blessings depend upon your loverelationship
withMe.” We cannot expect to go on unless Christ iseverything
to us, and our greatest delight is to be aone with Him and
receive from Him. We must come to a place where that which
we desire, above everything else, isHim and Him alone.

Thus, we discover the purpose of the first song. God wantsto
renew that first love in each one of our hearts. The prayer,
“Draw me, Jesus! Draw me, draw meto You.” isthe key for
going on with God. It is crucial that we not only listen to the
Word of God, but also put it into practice. Let uspray, “Lord,
| want to have arenewal of that first love. | havelost that first
love, but | want to have an awakening, even asthe Shulamite.
Lord, please draw me.”
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Chapter Two
TheWilderness Journey (2:8 - 3:5)

Aswe have dready said, the Song of Solomon isacompilation
of five songs. “ The Wilderness Journey” beginsin chapter 2:8.

2:8-" Thevoiceof my beloved! behold, he cometh leaping upon
the mountains, skipping upon the hills. My beloved islike aroe
or ayoung hart: behold, he standeth behind our wall, helooketh
forth at the windows, showing himself through the lattice.”

Remember, the first song ended in a position of rest where the
Shulamite said, “ | charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by
the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor
awake my love, till he please” (Song. 2:7).

However, the second song opens up with afresh visitation; what
we might call afresh commissioning as she hears the voice of
her beloved. It isworth noting that when the Lord Jesus Christ
emphatically stated in John 10:26 that His sheep hear Hisvoice.
Henever said, “My lambsknow my voice.” Hesad, “My sheep.”
So thereisacertain sense of maturity necessary in our Christian
experiencein order to hear the voice of the Lord.

A very beautiful picture of the Lord Jesus Christ is presented to
us in this verse: “ He cometh leaping upon the mountains,
skipping upon the hills...” It portrays perfectly His beautiful
and graceful movements, and epitomizes the strength that the
Lord gives to His messengers. When we have a message from
God, Hewill providethe beautiful strength and coordination we
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need to complete our mission. Asiit is written in Isaiah 52:7,
“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion,
Thy God reigneth!”

2:9 - “My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: behold, he
standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows,
showing himsdlf through the lattice.” We should take careful
note of the fact that He did not enter into the house. The Lord
abounds towards usin al wisdom and seeksto gently draw us,
but He never forces Himself upon us (Rev. 3:20). Hisdesireis
that we respond to His leading out of a heart of love.

2:10 - * My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love,
my fair one, and come away.” He has been at a period of rest
and now He stands outside the house calling her. When God
will call us, if wearewilling to listen and leave our present place,
we will move on in God. There must aways be a continua
moving on in God.

We must be very senditive to His command to move on. Here
He says, “Come away.” He cdlsfrom outsde, and if we areto
continue our relationship with the Lord, then we must leave the
place or the plateau we are on. We must move on!

In heaven therearedifferent level sof glory, and eventhere, there
is a continuous progression throughout eternity because God is
life and life is motion and progression. Unless water flows, it
stagnates. Similarly, unlessthe Christian flowsoninto acontinual
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unfolding revelation of Chrigt, there comes a stagnation even of
that lifewhichwe have dready received. Thus, we must be open
to moving on in God.

2:11 - “For, lo, the winter is padt, the rain is over and gone.”
Now he is telling her about the beginning of the new season.
There are four natural seasons—winter, spring, summer, and
fal. Aspreviously mentioned, these seasonsare aso in our own
Chrigtian experience.

Seasonsrepeat, and inthe sameway, God repeats experiencesin
our own life. Winter experiences are sometimesvery perplexing
to the Christian because winter is a time when everything lies
dormant. During our winter experience, we look at ourselves
and think we are not moving on. We wonder what has happened.
During thesetimes confusion and even condemnation may come
into our hearts.

In our distress, we might ask others for counsdl saying, “I am
not moving on; can you help me?’ The problem that arisesis
this—they cannot discern the season in which God has placed
us. Therefore, unless they wait upon the Lord and get the mind
of the Lord in the matter, they will just cause more confusion as
they offer al kinds of remedies that will not work.

We must remember that thereistill awork going ondeep in our
hearts when God draws us aside in our wintertime experiences,
itisnot atimeto become depressed or tofed sorry for ourselves.
Rather, it is atime to seek the Lord, a time to be engaged in
intercession and waiting before Him.
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Psalm 65:10 says, “ Thou makest [the earth] soft with showers.”
He softensthe earth with showers. Thereisabreaking up of our
hearts, and atenderizing process that takes place so that we can
receive fresh seed.

2:12-13 - “ The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the
singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle(dove) is
heard in our land; the fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and
the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my
love, my fair one, and come away.” The winter is past and the
rain has gone and she is entering the springtime experience. A
fresh meeting with the Lord always brings new growth into our
lives just as new blossoming comes after winter. So often, a
fresh song springs up within our hearts, giving usunderstanding
of that which the Lord now desiresto do in and through us.

2:14-“ O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret
places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy
voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely. ”
We are now presented with another cameo. The Lord issaying,
“I want to see your face. | want to hear your voice.” Loveisa
two-way communication system.

A man cannot love hiswife unless sheloveshim. There must be
a love flowing between them; and so it is with the Lord. He
loves to see us and hear our voices. When we are aone with
Him, He loves to see our faces lifted up toward Him. Oh, how
we need to lift our voices up to the Lord in those secret places!
To illustrate this point | want to mention an interesting vision
given to alady pastor friend of ours. For a certain number of
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days, she prayed and cried out to the Lord, “Lord, do you hear
me? Do you hear me?’ She repeated this same prayer every
morning around eight 0’ clock asshewent to the church. Kneeling
at the altar, shewould ask, “Lord, do you hear me?’

On one particular morning, however, she looked up toward a
window just off the platform areaand she saw the Lord looking
through that window. She was excited to notice that His hand
was cupped to His ear, and He was obvioudy listening to her
with an attitude of attentiveness. With joy she cried out, “Oh,
now | know you are listening!” Although we may not aways
have experienceslikethat, it isimportant to remember that Heis
awayslistening.

In the times of our most difficult struggles when it seems as
though God isfar off or indifferent to our prayer, remember that
He is listening intently and observing not only our words, but
also every cry of our hearts.

In this verse, we find another important principle for our
consideration, “ For sweet isthy voice, and thy countenance is
comely.” Regrettably, because of alack of understanding of this
principle, many churches miss out on avisitation from God. As
we have already mentioned, chapter one shows us a fresh
vigtation of the Lord to the Christian worker who had grown
cold in heart because of constant work and aloss of communion
with the Lord.

Throughout chapters one and two there has been an
encouragement given by the Lord. The Shulamite was brought
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into His banqueting house. She has feasted upon Him, enjoyed
Hisbeautiful presence, and been encouraged to go on with God.
We need to redlize the importance of spending time simply
communing with the Lord, beholding Hisglorious countenance,
and hearing His sweet voice.

2:15 - “ Take us the little foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the
vines; for our vines have tender grapes.” Here an important
truth of order isrevealed asthe L ord beginsto deal withissues
in the heart of the Shulamite. He first reveals Himself to her
in His beauty, capturing her heart and renewing her love,
before He brings these problemsin her heart to light.

To emphasize my point, think of that first communion service
when the disciples were with Jesus in the upper room (John
13:4-5). Jesus first sat with them and broke bread; they
fellowshipped together. Afterwards, the Lord arose and
washed their feet. First communion, then washing. Thisisan
important principle.

In the 1960s and 1970s, sometimes called the hippy
generation, the Lord moved upon those people, bringing them
into His kingdom with all their problems, their long hair and
awful smelling clothes. Unfortunately, during that time many
churches reversed the proper order.

They said, “Wash up and then you can comein.” The churches
who said, “Come as you are and sup with us’ received the
multitudes in that generation! They were blessed with the
multiplication, because after the hippies had tasted and seen
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that the Lord was good, they wanted to change. They started
to wash, clean up, and cut their hair. It is so important to
remember the divine order. The Lord invites us to sup, then
He washes and cleans us up. Do not try to clean your fish
before you catch them.

Therefore, after drawing her into anew love and relationship
with Him, He startsto examine her heart and gently addresses
some cherished “little foxes” which represent inordinate
desires(c.f. Lk. 13:31-32). Hetells her to rid herself of these
little foxes—the desires and habits that have sprung up in
her life. The Lord says that these things must be taken away
or they will spoil the vine (Col. 3:5). Jesusis called the True
Vine (dn. 15:1), and the vine, of course, is the life of Christ
within us. If we allow these habits to remain, they will eat
and destroy the life of Christ within our hearts.

Looking again at this verse, we can see there is a difference
between afox and alittle fox. Obvioudy, both are speaking of
habits. A grown fox isalong-standing habit that may have been
therefor generations. We know the Lord referred to King Herod
as“that fox” (Lk. 13:32). Theinordinate desires of thiswicked
ruler had come to maturity.

| remember speaking at a\Women'sAglow Fellowship mesting
in New Zedand severd years ago. God gave me a vision of
three generations of women. | saw the grandmother with atiny
weed in her heart. Then | saw the mother with a bush in her
heart. Finaly, | saw the daughter’s heart, and that bush had
become a mighty tree that was dominating her life. The Lord
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spoke to me so very clearly in this vision. If the grandmother
had only alowed that weed to betaken out of her heart, it would
never have been passed down to the next generation.
Unfortunately, with each passing generation theseweeds (or little
foxes), becomestronger and stronger. Littlefoxes, if they arenot
dedlt with, grow up into big foxes.

Asparents, it iscrucia to ask God to cleanse our hearts so that
the weeds of iniquity or bondage are not passed on from
generation to generation. Sometimes these bondages skip a
generation in the line, but they will continue to reappear until
they are recognized and dealt with by the grace of God.

2:16 - “ My beloved ismine, and | amhis: he feedeth among the
lilies” Wehavealittle phrasethat is repeated later in the fourth
song. Here she declares, “My beloved is mine, and | am his.”
Many yearsago my wifeand | were pastoring acertain church.
We had just come to the church and were beginning to get to
know the people. Among those in the congregation was a
dominant lady whom we decided to get acquainted with one
day. We asked her name, and she told us. “Are you married?’
we asked. “Yes, and there he is,” she stated emphaticaly as
she pointed to adiminutive man. Then she said something that
surprised us both as she continued to point to him: “He belongs
tome.” Well, after afew weeks, we had little doubt about that!
Oh, beloved, a marriage cannot long exist with that kind of
[pOssessiveness.

We must grasp the correct order as the Shulamite says, “Christ
ismineand | am His, too.” Our attitude at savation so ofteniis,
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“I have discovered Christ and now | have a boundless supply
opened up for me and whatever | need, | have.” Unfortunately,
many Christians keep that attitude for the rest of their spiritual
lives, never moving on. Beloved, we must understand this
viewpoint is only for the beginning of our walk of salvation.
Afterwards, it should take an about-face because we are created
for Him and for His good pleasure, not the other way around.
The bride was created for the bridegroom (Rev. 4:11). Thus, as
we progress in our walk with the Lord, our perspective should
dowly but steadily change from “Chrigt is mine” to “I am my
Beloved's”

“He feedeth among the lilies.” Lilies, as we have aready
mentioned, symbolize purity. Therefore, He alwaysfeedswhere
thereis purity and where thereis spiritual hunger.

2:17 - “ Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn,
my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon the
mountains of Bether.” This is the first of the four mountains
spoken of inthisbook. The*Mountain of Bether” isthemountain
of separation (Young's Dictionary). Sheissaying to him, “1 will
separate mysalf from the foxes, from the little foxes, and | am
going to separate myself to be with You.” Each time the Lord
gpeaks to us concerning problemsin our hearts, He wants usto
go up to the Mountain of Bether, the mountain of separation. He
wantsusto be utterly separated from those negativethingsHeis
touching in our lives.

3:1-“ By night on my bed | sought himwhom my soul loveth: |
sought him, but | found himnot” Now in chapter three, but still
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in the second song, she says, “By night.” The Song of Solomon
spans both night and day; thus, here is another nighttime
experience. In the first song, and aso in the beginning of the
second song, it was Christ who made the overtures. He cameto
the Shulamite, just as He comes to the Christian; but now the
order isreversed. Sheis garting to seek Him. At the beginning
of our experience with the Lord, wefed Him so closeto usand
enjoy His presence and appearance; it is so very wonderful.
However, there comes atime when we find the Lord no longer
coming to us. Thisis because He wants usto start seeking Him.
We cannot stay in atate of rest. We must move on to find Him.

3:2 - “1 will rise now, and go about the city in the streets,
and in the broad ways | will seek him whom my soul loveth:
| sought him, but | found him not.” We are to seek the Lord
with all our heart. However, from this passage we see that the
price for seeking Him afresh is quite high, as she did not find
Him. Often in the beginning of our Christian experience we
cry out to God and He is there!

Aswe mature in our walk with Him, there will come atime
when we cry out and He does not seem to come immediately.
God wants to develop within our hearts a degper hunger and
thirst for Him, and a greater appreciation of His presence,
none of which would be possibleif He appeared immediately
whenever we called.

3:3 - “ The watchmen that go about the city found me: to whom
| said, Saw ye himwhom my soul loveth?” The watchmen can
represent the e dersor the deaconsof the church. Sheasks, “ How
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can | find Him? Where can | find Him?” We need to understand
that we will come to a place in our wak with Jesus when He
wantsustolearnto seek Himfor ourselves, to pressinfor persona
revelation and communion with Him. He wants us to come
beyond the necessity of always being fed by others. Each of us
must learn to hear from God, to eat of the Bread of Life for
ourselves. Sometimes we have to go beyond the experiences of
others, and beyond the place where we can get the answersfrom
the el ders, the deacons, even the pastor may not havethe answer
and we have to persevere on our own to pressinto the Lord.

Therewill even cometimeswhenwewill beon our own. Perhaps
the pastor will be on atrip and we need an answer right away.
The point | am trying to make is that we will have many
experiences when the pastor is not around, and the Lord uses
thesetimesto draw us on. We can hear Him urging, “ Come and
seek Mefor yourself.”

3:4 - "It wasbut alittle that | passed from them, but | found
him whom my soul loveth: | held him, and would not let him
go, until 1 had brought himinto my mother’s house, and into
the chamber of her that conceived me.” We see He allowed
the Shulamite to find Him quickly, and her deep appreciation
for the Lord when He finally comes!

At the beginning of our Christian experience we cry and He
comes, but because of this, many timeswe do not hold on to
Him. Yet, when we have had to seek the Lord and find Him
on our own, we do not quickly let Him go. We become like
Jacob, who at Peniel said, “1 will not let thee go until thou
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blessme” (Gen. 32:26). Thisisthe attitude that God wantsto
develop within our hearts.

Thereisanother point that isvery important, for it hasto dowith
where she brings Him after finding Him, “ ...and would not let
him go, until 1 had brought him into my mother’s house, and
into thechamber of her that conceived me.” Simply stated, when
we bresk through into afresh experience with Jesus, we need to
bring that experience back to our church, or mother’s house, to
share with our fellow believers.

3:5- "1 charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes,
and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my
love, till he please.” Now the Shulamite wants to spend time
alone with the Lord until it is His good pleasure to move off
again. Itisimportant, when we have met the Lord in anew way,
to spend time with Him. We must be completely saturated with
the truth He has revealed to us through that experience.
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3:6 - “Who isthisthat cometh out of the wildernesslike pillars
of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all
powders of the merchant?” Now we have another view of the
Lord, aswe move into the third song.

In our spiritual walk with Christ, we will face wilderness
experiences. For example, after the Lord Jesus Christ received
the Holy Ghost, He was driven into the wilderness (Mt. 4:1).
The children of Israel, after the experience of Mount Sinai (a
type of the baptism of the Holy Ghost) entered into the
wilderness.

They arrived at Mount Sinai on the third month, which is at
the time of the Feast of Pentecost. We must be very honest
with people when they are baptized in the Holy Ghost. For
we know the baptism of the Holy Spirit isgiven to usto have
strength to go through the wilderness and experience the
particular trials of that time.

The purpose of the wildernessisto produce meekness and faith
inour lives, expressed by the perfumesof myrrh and frankincense
in this verse. Myrrh represents meekness and frankincense
represents faith, and it is God who develops His faith and His
meekness in the hard places of the wilderness.
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Inarecent trial when my wife had very serious surgery, the Lord
showed me something very important. It began when He asked
me, “What areyoutryingtodo?’ | said, “Lord, | amtryingto get
through this tunnel as quickly as| possibly can. | am trying to
get my wife healed and move out of thistrial quickly.”

Quietly, the Lord spoke to my heart. “Now look, al you are
interested inisgetting out of thisdark experience, isthat right?’
“Yes, Lord,” | replied. Patiently, He began again: “In darkness
there aretreasures—treasuresthat are only found in darkness, in
the wilderness experience (Isa. 45:3). So, instead of rushing
through this experiencetoo quickly, gather up asmany treasures
of darknessasyou can. Inthat way you will not comeout of this
experience empty-handed.”

Perhaps, some of you have read the book entitled, “ Don't
Waste Your Sorrows,” by Paul E. Billheimer. As the title
suggests, God has an eternal purpose for each Christian in
the midst of life's greatest adversities. Remember, there are
treasures we must look for and gather as we pass through
these times of sorrow or agony.

We must not keep our eyes only on the end of the tunnel or
wilderness. Rather, we must say, “ L ord Jesus, what doyou desire
todoinmy heart during thistime?’ | thought it was so wonderful
when | was at Bible school and the Lord quickened to melsaiah
45:3, “1 will give you the treasures of darkness.” | promptly
responded, “Thank you, Lord.” Yet, it was not long before |
redlized that these treasures cannot be received unless one is
placed in darkness.
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3:7-8 - “ Behold hisbed, which is Solomon’s; threescore valiant
men are about it, of the valiant of Israel. They all hold swords,
being expert in war: every man hath his sword upon his thigh
because of fear inthenight.” Thisisadescription of thedarkness.
In darkness we may meet demonic persondities, even as the
Lord met Satan in the wilderness. Some Christians meet great
opposition in the wilderness. At times, there may be
manifestations of the enemy, and we may feel very much adone.
Yet, thisiswhere we learn to fight.

ThebaptismintheHoly Ghost isgivento usfor thisvery reason,
so that we can develop our spiritua armor. This baptism makes
usstrong, givesusdiscernment concerning thewilesof theenemy
and enables usto use the sword of the Spirit, which isthe Word
of God more effectively (See Eph. 6:12-18). The wildernessis
wherewebecomean expertinwar in order to conquer theenemy
that we will encounter later in the promised land of our
inheritance.

When | was a staff member of aChristian camp in England, we
had a person who was demon possessed at the camp; he was
creating quite a problem. Well, when some of the other staff
members redlized that | had just completed my demonology
course in Bible school, they said to me, “Brian, we don’t know
what to do. Would you be willing to take care of this demon
possessed person?’ | said, “Oh, surdly, | havejust completed my
demonology lectures and | would be delighted to. | am sure |
will be ableto take care of him.” | felt very confident as| dept
with thisfellow inthetent, and waited for my opportunity to use
what | had learned. Well, one evening my opportunity finaly
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cameashereared up at me. My demonology lectures paid off
as | shouted, “In the name of Jesus, lie down!” Much to my
delight, he obeyed, and all was soon quiet again. Everything
continued to go smoothly for some time, and | could not
understand why the more experienced counselorswere still a
little bit nervous about him.

However, the situation with this young man did not get any
better. Eventually, an ambulance was called to take him about
400 miles to his home. The ambulance people were a bit
frightened by him, and because | had been so successful with
him, they thought it best that | ride along. I, too, thought that
| had been doing well, and | felt all right about it. After all, |
had completed all my demonology lectures.

Aswe weretraveling the long distance with him to hishome
in the ambulance, he reared up again. | ssmply repeated with
much authority, “In the name of Jesus, lie down,” and it
worked once again. We arrived at his home with no more
major complications, and after conversing with his mother,
we discovered that she was a spiritist medium. Then, we
understood the reason for his madness.

Later onthat day, | returned to the camp feeling very victorious.
Peacefully, | went to deep, and | wish | could say that thiswas
theend of the story. However, | soon found that there were huge
demons all around me. At that moment all the demonology
lectures went out the window and | was frightened. Just as
suddenly, | saw the Lord on the other side of the room, and He
began to teach me many valuable lessons about demons. In
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essence, the L ord taught me not to deal with demonswithout the
absolute certainty that He was directing me. Remember, God is
going to develop you and teach you warfare in the darkness of
the wilderness.

“ They all hold swords, being expert inwar: every man hath his
sword upon his thigh because of fear in the night.” In our time
of darkness, therewill aso bemuch fear. Fear may be categorized
into two main sections—fear of the known and fear of the
unknown. Within these sections, fear can be broken down further
into two categories of fear of man and fear of circumstances.
Fear, especialy the fear of man, isasnare (Prov. 29:25).

Thispassageisnot intended to be atreatise on fear, but ismeant
smply to say that fear is very rea. Nevertheless, God never
intended for usto live in the grip of fear; He has made away to
overcomeit. 1 John 4:18 tells us, “Thereis no fear in love; but
perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that
feareth is not made perfect in love.”

King David, amanwho experienced great oppositioninhislong
sojourn in the wilderness, said in Psalm 23:4, “Yea, though |
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me”
(Ps.23:4). Again, in Psalm 27:3, “ Though an host should encamp
againgt me, my heart shdl not fear: thoughwar shouldriseagainst
me, inthiswill | be confident.”

David could beconfidentinthe L ord'sloveand Hissaving power
because in Psalm 27:4, he had set his heart upon the Lord and
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Him aone. Thismoved the Lord to say, “ Because hehath set his
loveuponme, thereforewill | deliver him...” Therefore, wemay
say that in the times of darkness victory is attained by aloving
trust in the Lord and a holy determination not to fear man or
circumstances, real or perceived.

3:9-10 - “ King Solomon made himsdlf a chariot of the wood of
Lebanon. Hemadethe pillarsthereof of slver, the bottomthereof
of gold, the covering of it of purple, the midst thereof being
paved with love, for the daughters of Jerusalem.” In the midst
of the dryness and trias of the wilderness, the Shulamite was
carriedinthechariot of the L ord, though shemay not haveknown
it. What abeautiful picture! Thisportrayssuchawonderful truth.
Itissuchacomfort to know that inthedifficult wildernessjourney,
inredity, we areriding in the chariot of the Lord.

Look at the beautiful description of this chariot: “ He made the
pillarsthereof of silver, the bottom thereof of gold, the covering
of it of purple.” Pillars speak of strength. As we know, “The
eterna God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting
arms...” speaking of the Lord upholding us (Deut. 33:27). Gold
speaks of His Deity, and purple speaks of royaty, for we aredll
caledto bekingsto reign with Himin Hiskingdom (Rev. 5:10).

“ The midst thereof being paved with love, for the daughters of
Jerusalem.” | would like to dwell on just one aspect of love.
During a particular trial | asked, “Lord, what do you want to
work out in our lives?” for He was showing us many things at
the time. He said, “One thing | want to work out in your lifeis
love.” | inquired, “Lord, what islove?’ Hegently replied, “Love
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suffereth long and is kind.” He further explained, “Some
experiences cannot be shortened. The only way | can develop
loveisthrough aperiod of prolonged suffering. Therefore, your
attitude in suffering is very important because there must be
kindness. Longsuffering plus kindness equalslove. Thereisnot
going to be a short road in this experience. By this, you will
learn to bekind, and that isthe only way | can develop My love
inyour heart.”

3:11 - “ Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king
Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned himin
the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his
heart.” Thisisacry tothedaughtersof Zion. Thisisthetimethe
Chrigtian entersinto themarriagere ationship with the L ord Jesus
Christ. After coming out of the wilderness, she is joined unto
Him in avery meaningful way.

SEVEN ASPECTS OF FEMININE BEAUTY

In chapter four we have seven aspects of feminine beauty as
seen through the eyes of the people in the Middle East. Seven
speaks of completeness. For example, the work of the Lord in
creation was completed in seven days (Gen. 2:1-3). These seven
aspectsof feminine beauty areallegorical to reveal the beauty of
the Bride of Christ. However, it isthe spiritual interpretation of
thisbeauty that wewant to focuson. The Brideisatype of Zion,
caled “the perfection of beauty” (Ps. 50:2).

4:1-5 - * Behald, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair;
thou hast doves' eyes within thy locks: thy hair is as a flock of
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goats, that appear from mount Gilead. Thy teeth arelike a flock
of sheep that are even shorn, which came up from the washing;
whereof every one bear twins, and noneis barren among them.
Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech is comely:
thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within thy locks.
Thy neck is like the tower of David builded for an armoury,
whereon there hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty
men. Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins,
which feed among the lilies.”

Herethe Lord islooking upon Hisbrideand saying, “ O, you are
atogether beautiful, you aredtogether lovely.” Then Hebecomes
very specific with these seven points.

1. “ Thou hast doves eyes within thy locks.” Dove'seyesare a
symbol of faithfulness as the dove only mates once in life. She
haseyesonly for Him. When one mate dies, the other mate pines
away.A dovehasneither bitternessnor guile; itiseasily frightened
by evil. A doveistheonly birdincludedinthe L evitical sacrifices.
Itisaso atype of peace. The main thought hereisof the eyes—
eyesonly for the Lord Himself, eyesthat are at peace, eyesthat
areonewith Him.

2. “Thy hair is as a flock of goats, that appear from mount
Gilead.” Hair is a symbol of submission as shown in 1
Corinthians 11:6-11. Long hair on a woman is a mark of
submission to aman, even asthe hair of a Nazarite marked his
submission, obedience, and separation to God. Noticethat Mount
Gilead is mentioned in this verse. Mount Gilead was the place
of reconciliation between Jacob and Esau. TheLord issaying to
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HisBride, “ Your hairisasymbol of your inner consecration and
submission, and sweet reconciliation to the will of God.” The
Lord wants us to be adorned with this meek submissivenessin
the inner man. He wantsthat reality of an inner consecration to
Him—asweet reconciliation. Heisnot talking about the outward
appearance, but the spirit that is revealed through these seven

aspects of beauty (1 Pet. 3:4).

3.“ Thy teeth arelike a flock of sheep that are even shorn, which
came up from the washing; whereof every one bear twins, and
noneisbarrenamong them.” Teeth speak of eating, and represent
feeding upon the Lord, the Bread of Life.

There were two requirements for a pure animal sacrificein the
Word of God. First, they were to have cloven hooves, which
speaks of a separated walk. Second, they had to chew the cud,
which is the thought of meditating upon the Word of the Lord,
or feeding upon Christ. If we meditate upon the Lord and
continualy feed upon Him, everythingwedo will prosper (Ps. 1).

“Up from the washing” isthe thought that the teeth are washed
from al the dead food of yesterday, and that we are living off
today’s manna, meditating on His Word and hearing from Him
daily. Wea so seetheexpression, “ even shorn.” Thosewho have
been on sheep farms know that sheep have to be shorn and dl
surplus wooal is cut off from them. In other words, there is a
cleansing. Another very important fact, not to be overlooked, is
that they “bear twins.” This wonderful truth means they will
break forth on the left and on the right, speaking of fruitfulness
(Isa. 54:3). In addition, they will enter into the blessing of the
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firstborn, for the firstborn received a double portion of the
inheritance of the father (Deut. 21:17).

4. “Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech is
comely.” We will find all through the Book of Proverbs that
the lips of the righteous bring forth life (Pr. 10:21; 11:30).
Our wordsare so important in our Christian experience. Psalm
50:23 states, “To him that ordereth his conversation aright
will I shew the salvation of God.” Our conversation determines
how much we are going to receive from God, for He is very
particular about our speech.

When the Lord Jesus Christ spoke, His words were dways so
very gracious. Thus, our words should aso be gracious, for He
isour pattern and our example. How very important it isfor us
to present the truth in an attitude of graciousness! It isonly the
words, but aso the attitude and tone of a person which will
revedl hischaracter.

TheLord Jesusmadethisvery clear whenHesad, “ O generation
of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out
of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and
an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.
But | say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak,
they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by
thy wordsthou shalt bejustified, and by thy wordsthou shat be
condemned” (Mt. 12:34-37). Moreover, how we speak to others
determines how God will speak with us. Thisis confirmed in
Psalm 18:25-26, “With the merciful thou wilt show thyself
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merciful; with an upright man thou wilt show thyself upright;
With the pure thou wilt show thyself pure; and with the froward
thou wilt show thysdlf froward.” We must watch our lips, so that
they will belike a“thread of scarlet,” and will bring forth life.

5. “Thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within thy
locks.” Thepomegranateisthefruit that symbolizeslove (Song.
4:13, Gd 5:22), and the temples are associated with the mind
andthoughts. Heisredly saying, “ Your thoughtsare continua ly
filled with love.” It is so important to watch our thought life.
Once again, this reflects the two commandments¥zour minds
must be filled constantly with thoughts of love first toward the
Lord and then towards others (Mt. 22:37-40).

When the L ord described Himself to Moses, He said, “ | amthe
Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant
ingoodnessand truth” (Ex. 34:6). When welook at aperson or
think upon a person, we must think only thoughts of goodness
toward them. In thisway, our thoughts will bless them because
our thoughts can be carriers, either of good or evil. The Lord
was going to judge the I sradlites according to “the fruit of their
thoughts® (Jer. 6:19); thus we see the tremendous affects of our
thoughts upon our own lives and upon the lives of others.

For example, if amother would love and think kindly upon
her daughter, she could transform her and make her very
beautiful just by her thought life. Oh, how many daughters
suffer terrible rejection because their mother’s thoughts
toward them are not thoughts of kindness. There is such
power in thoughts.
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Our God is such aloving Father who holds such wonderful
thoughts towards us as we read “The counsal of the LORD
standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to al generations”
(Ps. 33:11). The Lord Himsdlf comforted us concerning thisin
Jeremiah 29:11, “For | know the thoughts that | think toward
you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give
you an expected end.”

6. " Thy neckislikethetower of David builded for an armoury.”
The key hereisthe neck, which is the symbol of strength (Psa.
18:40). Christ wants His Bride to be strong. Every man wants
hiswifeto bestrong spiritually, not onewhoisweak and fatering
inher Christianwalk. TheL ord, aswell asevery man, wantsone
who takesthe initiative to break through, and who can fight the
powers of the enemy herself. The Bride of Christ must have
tremendous strength.

7." Thytwo breastsarelike two young roesthat aretwins, which
feed among thelilies.” The breastsare a source of nourishment,
and the fact that there are two speaks of faith and love. These
two virtuesarefound often linked in Scripture. Inthe eight steps
up the mountain of perfection, faith is the foundation or source
of our Christian experience and love the goal, the bond of
perfection (2 Pet. 1:5-8, Col. 3:14).

Paul again links these two virtues, but reverses their order in
Philemon 1.5, showing that once we have reached the pinnacle
of love, weareto come down that mountain to minister to others.
The thought here isthat they can feed the young with faith, the
pure doctrine, and they can aso love, the fruit of faith. We see
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again the thought of lilies, speaking of purity. Thus, faith and
love enveloped in purity isthe symbol of the Bride of Christ as
she nourishes the young.

4.6 - “ Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, | will get
me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense.”
Simply stated, this means that until God brings light into our
Situation, we must spend al thetime we can inthese mountains.
The mountain of myrrh represents the mountains of sorrows.
Thehill of frankincenseenvel opsthethought of difficulties. Since
myrrh isthe embalming fluid for the dead and therefore used in
atimeof bereavement. Frankincense hasto be placed intofirein
order to bring forth itsaromaand so weare chosen inthefurnace
of affliction (Isa 48:10).

When we arein atime of darkness, we must spend dl the time
we can in those sorrows and difficulties. For they are working
out the beautiful perfume and fragrance of Christ in our lives.
They are producing Hismeeknessand Hisfaith. He said, * Until
the day break,” and this is what we must purpose to do. We
must say with Him, “Until He comes forth afresh in my life, |
will not fear the darkness; | will takeal | can fromit.”

Do not try to get out of your “darkness’ prematurely. Gather up
asmany treasuresasyou can. Allow God to devel op the beautiful
perfume and fragrance of Christinyour life. Thereisawarning
in Isaiah 50:10-11, not to try to escape our darkness, for then
there will be great consequences. Thereisasolemn warning in
theWord of God against trying to get out of our darkness before
the time, given in Isaiah 50:10-11: “Who is among you that
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feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that
walketh in darkness, and hath no light?Let himtrust inthe name
of the LORD, and stay upon his God. Behold, al yethat kindle
afire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the
light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This
shdl ye have of mine hand; ye shal lie down in sorrow.”

Thereisnothingwrong withwakingindarknessif itisadarkness
directed by the Lord. If we are waking with the Lord there will
be periods of darknessin our lives. Beloved, if wetry to get out
of that darkness or difficulty by our own maneuvering before
the day breaks, we shall lose that precious myrrh and
frankincense. Furthermore, we shall have sorrow instead of joy
when thelight comes. Let us not attempt to create our own light
when we are in a God-ordained darkness. Instead, cry out to
Godto providethe necessary gracetowalk throughit and receive
all those wonderful treasures of darkness.

4:7 - “Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee” In
Jude 23, weareurged to belikethosewho “ hate even the garment
spotted by theflesh.” Thethought in Ephesians5:27 isthat Christ
will wash us so thoroughly that there will not be spot or wrinkle
or any suchthinginus. Christ loves purity. The purpose of many
of our tridsisto work out His purity in us. Trids are like fire
that purifies the gold, and water that washes and cleanses us
from all impurities.

4:8 - * Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from
Lebanon: look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir
and Hermon, from the lions dens, from the mountains of the
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leopards.” Thisisanother of the four mountains found in Song
of Solomon. We have to understand the geography of Israel to
appreciatethisverse; these mountainswere thefrontier outposts
of Isradl. Inessence, thisiswhat Heissaying to Hisbride, “Come
away from those danger points. Come away from the world.”

Thereisa gory that illustrates this point. There was alittle old
lady who lived in ahouse by the side of aroad which ran aong
avery deep ravine. She advertised for a coachman, and three
men applied. She asked the first one, “How good a coachman
areyou?’ Confidently, hereplied, “I can run the wheels within
inches of the edge and not fall over.” She politely thanked the
first man and went on to the next. When she questioned the next
man, he, too, answered, “1 can run the whedls just on the edge
and not fall over.” She dismissed him and went on to the third
man. Thistime, however, she changed her question. “How near
can you get to the edge?’ she inquired. With humility he
responded, “Ma am, | don’t see how near | can get to the edge,
but how far | can stay away from the edge.” She said, “ You are
my coachman.”

Thisiswhat the Lord is saying to us! Do not see how near you
can get to sin and still stay saved, but rather how far you can get
fromit. Comeaway from those mountainsof danger. Comeaway
from the frontiers of thisworld. Instead, come as close to Jesus
asyou can.

4:9 - * Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse; thou
hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of
thy neck.” In other words, He istelling her, “I can seein your



70 The Bride

eyes singleness of purpose. It is an eye that does not stray but
has singleness of purpose.” The chain isasymbol of authority,
which the Bride is now acquiring (c.f. Dan. 5:29).

4:10 - “ How fair is thy love, my sster, my spouse! how much
better is thy love than wine! and the smell of thine ointments
than all spices!” He is now speaking to her. In the beginning
shewas saying to her Beloved, “ Thy loveis better than wine, it
is better than all the joys of the world.” Now, we see how it is
reversed as He says, “Oh, my Brideis above all the joys of the
kingdom that my Father hasgiven me.” Thisrefersto thejoy of
Chrigt. Thisisthereasonthereissuch tremendousjoy in heaven.

His joy is not over the many mansions or the many beautiful
buildingsthere arein heaven. No, Hisjoy isin His bride. When
aman is married, his possessions do not matter to him, for his
joy isin hiswife. Here the Lord says, “How much more is thy
lovethanal theother joys| canreceive.” Thejoy of Jesusliesin
His bride who means more to Him than anything else
(Zeph. 3:17).

4:11 - “ Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey
and milk are under thy tongue; and the smell of thy garmentsis
like the smell of Lebanon.” He is commending her for her
ministry saying, “Whenyou minister, your lipsbring forth honey
and life, and this milk is the sincere doctrine of the Word of
God” (Prov. 16:24; 25:11).

4:12 - * Agardeninclosed ismy Sister, my spouse; a spring shut
up, a fountain sealed.” Now we come to another beautiful
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thought. One of the first visions | received was of a piece of
ground filled with al kinds of stonesand weeds. | saw the Lord
Jesus Christ come to this plot of ground and | understood that
this piece of ground, with al the stones and all the weeds upon
it, wastheunregenerate heart of man. WhentheLord JesusChrist
came into that heart, the very first thing He did was to build a
wall around it. Thisis spoken of in Job 1:10 when Satan said to
the Lord concerning Job, “Thou hast put a hedge around him.”

The Lord spesks of “our walls’ being thewalls of Hissalvation
(Isa. 60:18). Therefore, when we are saved, awall is put around
usto prevent theenemy invading the ground bought by the L ord.
The garden of our heart must be protected very carefully.

4:13-14 - “ Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with
pleasant fruits, camphire, with spikenard, Spoikenard and saffron;
calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; myrrh
and aloes, with all the chief spices.” The nine plants spoken of
here are analogous to the nine fruits of the Spirit in Galatians
5:22-23. The spiritua interpretation of these nine plants is as
follows. pomegranateislove, camphireisjoy, spikenardispeace,
saffron is longsuffering, calamus is gentleness, cinnamon is
goodness, frankincenseisfaith, myrrhis meekness, and aloesis

temperance.

Thereis something e se concerning this garden. The garden has
to be weeded. The stones, which are areas of hardness and
rebellion (Ezek. 36:26) have to be taken out. As the Lord gave
me a vision of this garden, | saw Him begin to replace dl the
weedsin this garden with beautiful plants, thefruit of the Spirit.
It is clear in Scripture that the Lord loves gardens. At creation,
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we see that He planted a garden upon the earth and placed man
into the garden. After thefall, man wasdriven out of the garden,
and ever since that time the Lord has sought to put that garden
back into man.

4:15 - “ A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and
streamsfromLebanon.” All gardensmust have asource of water
inorder to thrive. The Lord Jesus said to the woman at the well,
“Whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that | shal givehim shal beinhima
well of water springing up into everlasting life” (dn. 4:14). We
must be so very diligent to ensure the well of springing water
within our hearts continues to bubble up. In that way, we will
refresn the fruit of the Spirit in the garden of our heart.

4:16 - “ Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow
upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my
beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits.” We
are going to experience difficult circumstances that will break
us, even as the aabaster box was broken to pour forth that
beautiful oil upon Jesus (Mk. 14:3). Unless the severe cold of
the north wind comes, and we have those cold, harsh experiences,
our fragrance is not going to flow out: the fragrance is only
brought forth through the breaking and the suffering.
Nevertheless, we must aso have the south wind, for its gentle
warmth restores our souls so we are not destroyed by the bitter
north wind. Both experiences are essentia for the fragrance of
our livesto flow out, pleasing in the sight of our Beloved.

(Thereisan excdlent exampleof thistruth inthebook of Esther.)
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During the purification process to become queen, Esther was
giventreatmentsfor sx monthswith bitter herbsand six months
with sweet oils (Esth. 2:12). This is symbolic of the types of
experiences necessary in the Chrigtian life. We must have both
the bitter and the sweet in our lives to cause the fragrance of
Christ and His goodness to flow out from us.

The whole purpose of the garden enclosed (Song. 4:12-5:1) is
this: “ Let my beloved comeinto hisgarden, and eat his pleasant
fruits.” Itisto preparethe garden of our heartsfor the Lord, the
Gardener who loves His garden. The invitation is now given.
“ Oh, may it please my beloved to come into his garden and eat
His pleasant fruits.”

5:1- "1 amcomeinto my garden, my sister, my spouse: | have
gathered my myrrh with my spice; | have eaten my honeycomb
with my honey; | have drunk my wine with my milk: eat, O
friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.” Thisis His
response in the last verse of the third song. The invitation is
accepted, and the Lord comes afresh into the garden of Hislove.

Thefirgt fruit mentioned ismyrrh, and thisiscons stently spoken
of throughout the Song of Songs as well as the whole of the
Word of God. Jesus said, “ 1 am meek and lowly” (Mt. 11:29).
This is one of the hardest fruits to produce. God puts such
emphasis on meekness because it is of great pricein Hissight;
Helovesit.

“1 amcomeinto my garden, my Sister, my spouse: | havegathered
my myrrh with my spice; | have eaten my honeycomb with my
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honey.” Honey speaks of life (1 Sam. 14:29). Jesus said in John
10:10, “I am comethat they might havelife, and that they might
haveit moreabundantly.” Wemust aways seek that fresh release
of lifewithin us. Life begets life; life attracts life. Christ isthe
source of the life of the Spirit.

Milk speaks of the Word of God (1 Pet. 2:2). “ | have drunk my
wine with my milk.” Wine represents joy and the fruit of the
Spirit. When the Lord comes to us, He wants to find us deeply
rooted in the Word of God, and bearing the fruit of the Spiritin
our lives.

ThenHecontinues, “ Eat, Ofriends.” TheBridegroom'’spurpose
inour gardenisnot Ssmply to comeand enjoy our fruitinsolitude,
but to nourish Hisfriends upon the fruit of the Spritin our lives.
He wants to use us, and the work He has done in our lives, to
bring life to others. We must nourish His friends with the fruit
from our garden. His friends are those who walk with Him as
did John the Baptist (Jn. 3:29) and His disciples (Jn. 15:15).

“Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved...” Thisgivesusthe
understanding of the spiritual development in the life of the
Shulamiteto this point. “ That he would grant you, according to
the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his
Spiritintheinner man” (Eph. 3:16). If we combinethis Scripture
with 4:16 and 5:1, we come to an understanding of what the
Lordisseeking todoin our lives. Heis speaking to people who
are baptized in the Holy Ghost. However, He is speaking of a
fresh experience. He wants usto be totally strengthened in our
innermost being by His Spirit. In Ephesians 3:17, Paul’s desire
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is“that Christ may dwell inyour hearts by faith.” Heisactually
telling usin this passage that Christ wantsto comeinto our life,
into our garden, through Hisfaith. Wemust first be strengthened
by His Spirit for thiswork to be accomplished. It isthen that we
will be ableto receivetherevelation of “Christ in usthe hope of
glory.” When this happens, thereis afar greater impartation of
Chrigt in usthan at theinitial experience of salvation.

Continuing in Ephesians chapter three, “That ye, being rooted
and grounded inlove, [rooted and grounded refersto our garden|
may be able to comprehend with al saints what is the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height” (3:17-18). Loveisoneof the
things that the Lord seeks to impart unto us; He wants us to
know itindl itsdimens ons—to know the breadth, length, depth,
and height of Hislove.

TheApostlePaul goesonto say, “ And to know theloveof Chrig,
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with al the
fulness of God” (Eph. 3:19). God's dedire is that we might be
filled with al Hisfullness. However, there are stepsto receiving
this: if we open our heartsto Him, if we give Him accessto our
garden, then the Lord Himsalf will enter in (Rev. 3:20). Wewill
then be strengthened by His Spirit, and Christ will be free to
dwell in our hearts by faith. As this process continues, we will
be rooted and grounded in love; we will be able to comprehend
thelovethat passesall understanding, and thereby befilled with
al thefullness of God.

Inthelast days, theword of the Lord through Mosesshall surely
befulfilled: “And 1 will walk among you, and will be your God,



76 The Bride

and ye shal be my people’ (Lev. 26:12). We are going to see
Christ revealed in away we have never thought possiblein these
last days. Christ will manifest Himself in and through theliving
temples of His body. He will manifest Himsealf unto the nations
through the gardens of our hearts.

May our prayer be: “ Oh, God, pleasegrant ustheability to expose
our hearts to You. Please take away the foxes, large and small,
all the things that are displeasing to You. Father, enable us to
come up to the mountain of separation, so that we may come
away from the things of the world. Give us an eye that has one
single purpose, to please our Heavenly Bridegroom. Ddlight in
us, dear Lord. Amen!”
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Chapter Four
TheMighty Army (5:2 - 8:4)

Aswe have dready said, the Song of Solomon isaprogression
of the relationship and walk of the bride with her Beloved, the
Lord Jesus Chrigt.

5:2-* 1 deep, but my heart waketh: it isthe voice of my beloved
that knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove,
my undefiled: for my head isfilled with dew, and my locks with
the drops of the night.” We begin the fourth song with these
words* | deep.” Inour Christian experience, we must never be
afraid of times of rest because deep isnatural for growth. Even
in times of rest, the fruit of the Spirit is being developed in our
lives. These periods of rest are very necessary after having
climactic experiences with the Lord.

Inthe previous song, the Shulamite had been brought to aposition
of sanctification and holiness. Now sheisadeep, but her heartis
awake. Likewise, our hearts must always be attuned to hear the
voiceof the Lord. Her Beloved iscoming to the Shulamitefrom
the outside, while she is insde deeping, yet listening for His
voice.

Dew is used as a type for severd things in the Word of God.
Deuteronomy 32:2 speaks of dew as atype of doctrine and the
Word of God, “My doctrine shal drop as the rain, my speech
shal digtil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb,
and as the showers upon the grass’ (Num. 11:9; Jn. 6:31-33).
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The dew comes at the dawn of the morning, speaking of a new
day coming. It also spesks of the blessing and favor of God
(Ps. 133:3; Prov. 19:12).

Accordingly, He comes to her just before the dawning of day,
speaking anew word to her, and bringing agreater blessing than
shehasknown. ThissuggestsHe now hasaministry for her that
isgoing to take her beyond the scope of her present experiences.
In the previous songs, the Lord had been doing adeep work in
the heart of the Shulamite. Now, however, He is calling her to
comeout of her safe environment where He had been ministering
to her alone, and causing her to join Him in ministering that life
shehasreceived to others, thusentering anew sphere of ministry.

5:3 - “I have put off my coat; how shall | put it on? | have
washed my feet; how shall | defile them?” Observe her reply,
foritistypical of many Christianswho makeholinesstheir godl.
She is looking only inward, at her own heart. There is an
appropriate time to examine ourselves, atime for God to work
deeply in our hearts and thought life. When thisiswhat God is
speaking, itisgood to consider our need for purity. However, we
must not et thisfocus consume us to the neglect of ministering
thelife Christ has given usto others.

Holinessisnot an end in itsalf. Frequently, when God has dealt
with certain areasin our lives, and devel oped acertain degree of
sanctification in us, the thought is, “Well, this is the goa and
thisiswhat | will work at constantly.” However, the Lord desires
to keep moving us onward and upward the mountain of
perfection. In Second Peter 1:5-7, godliness is not the pinnacle
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achievement; the next virtue we are told to add to godlinessis
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness we are to add the
bond of perfection, whichislove. However, evenloveisnot the
end of the matter, for in verse eight, we aretold that the purpose
of these virtues is to produce much fruit for the Kingdom of
God. Thus, one reason Jesus moves us onward is so that we
might minister to others.

Romans 15:27 says, “ For if the Gentileshave been made partakers
of their spiritud things, their duty isalsoto minister untothem...”
Also in Matthew 25:44-45 the Lord taught: “Then shall they
also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered,
or athirdt, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did
not minister unto thee? Then shall heanswer them, saying, Verily
| say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of
these, ye did it not to me.”

However, the Shulamite is so concerned about the work of
holiness and sanctification in her own heart that she says, “How
can | minister to others? | have put off my coat. | have washed
my feet, how can | be defiled in the world?’

5:4 - “ My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and
my bowels were moved for him.” He now moves to touch the
door of her heart, and as He does, her whole being responds
with ayearning for His presence.

5:5- "1 rose up to open to my beloved; and my hands dropped
with myrrh, and my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon
thehandles of thelock.” Shesays, “I roseup” for Him. Herewe
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seethat Christismoreimportant to her than thework of holiness.
Sadly, in some churches, thework of holinesstakes the place of
Chrigt; an experience becomes more important than the Lord
Himsdf. The* sweet smelling myrrh” refersto the sweet aroma
of ameek and quiet spirit (1 Pet. 3:4).

5:6 - “ | opened to my beloved; but my beloved had withdrawn
himself, and was gone: my soul failed when he spake: | sought
him, but I could not find him; | called him, but he gave me no
answer.” At the beginning of this song Christ had made the
overtures. He came to her door and spoke to her, and she
responded to Him. Suddenly, however, He was not there, and
she had to persevere in seeking to find Him again. The Lord
wantsto stir up our desiresfor Him and develop in usa seeking
nature, so that we perseverein seeking until Hechoosesto revedl
Himsdlf to us again. He wants to develop a hunger and thirst, a
desperation for Him that cannot be accomplished unless He
withdraws Himself.

Thus, at times He must withdraw Himsdf for long periods. We
are being tested to see if we are living for “experiences’ or for
Chrigt Himsdlf! He wants to know if we love and are serving
Him for who He s, or only for blessings. We are being tested,
even as the Shulamite who said in her darkness, “I could not
find Him, | called Him, but He gave no answer.”

5:7 - “ The watchmen that went about the city found me, they
smote me, they wounded me; the keeper s of the wallstook away
my veil fromme.” Thereiscoming atimein our lives, beloved,
whenwewill bemisunderstood in our searchfor Christ, even by
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theelders, deacons, and pastorsof our churches. Aswementioned
earlier, inthesetimeswewill haveto go beyond their experience.
In this test the watchmen took away her veil, symbolizing her
reputation (c.f. Gen. 24.65). Sometimes our reputation is taken
away, perhaps by other Christians, elders, or even at timesby a
minister. Perhapsyou may hear something like, “ You know, she
isalittlebit too eccentric. She does not understand.” Sometimes
it is far worse than that. Yet, we must be prepared to have the
vell, our reputation, taken away for the sake of our Beloved.

5:8 - “1 charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my
beloved, that yetell him, that | amsick of love.” Because of her
intense desire to find her Beloved, shetook counsd with others
(the daughters of Zion) who were in preparation as she was.
Desperately she whispered, “Where can | find him? Help me,
please.”

5:9 - “What is thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou
fairest among women? what is thy beloved more than another
beloved, that thou dost so charge us?” As we see from this
response, the othersin the church may say, “What do you seein
Christ that we have not seen?’

5:10 - “ My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten
thousand.” Their question brings a beautiful revelation of the
Lord Jesus Christ that we want to try to develop and give the
spiritua interpretation. She tells them, “My beloved is white
and ruddy.” White speaks of absolute purity, and ruddy speaks
of freshnessand life asit isanatural assumption of good health
(Isa 1:18, Rev. 19:8, 14).
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In our unfolding revelation of the Lord, there is aways a sense
of the freshness, life, and vibrancy of Christ. In His ministry
upon earth, Jesus was not sedentary, but constantly moving. He
isaMan of action, finding His meat and drink in doing the will
of His Father (In. 4:23).

No matter how much we grow in our knowledge of Christ, we
will always be amazed at each new aspect of Hisnature asit is
revealed to us. Thisthought isbrought out in Revelation 4:8, for
the living creatures “rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God Almighty, whichwas, and is, and isto come.” It
isasif they constantly are shown another facet of the beauty of
Chrigt, causing them to cry continualy, “Holy, holy, haly...” as
their understanding is opened to the character of Jesus.

“ The chiefest among tenthousand.” Of course, no onecompares
with Him. Heisthe leader par excellence.

5:11 - “ His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy,
and black asaraven.” Gold speaks of deity. The description of
His head being made of gold speaksto us of the wisdom of the
Deity, asthe head makesthe decisonsand al Hisdecisionsare
done with wisdom. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge
arefound in Him (Cal. 2:3).

Thedescription of Hishar inthisverseisvery interesting because
Heprevioudy described the Shulamite' shair aslong and flowing,
which speaksof submission (1 Cor. 11:15). Yet wearetold here,
“His locks are bushy.” Bushy locks speak of leadership and
authority, of vibrancy of life, as it is a symbol of manliness.
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Also, thisisindirect contrast to her. The head covered with long
hair speaksof being under authority. The head uncovered speaks
of authority. Most theologians agree that bushy is emblematic
of authority likewise.

Hishair is spoken of as black; there isno gray. This means that
Heisawaysin the prime of manhood with hair as* bushy, and
black as a raven.” The raven is a symbol of judgment (Prov.
30:17; Isa. 34:11). Here we have a revelation of Chrigt as the
Judge of thewholeworld in al His magjesty.

5:12 - “ His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of
waters, washed with milk, and fitly set.” Here she says that
Hehasdove's eyes, which are symbolic of peace. The phrase
“ By theriversof water,” gives usthe thought of peacelikea
river (Isa. 66:12). Heisthe Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6) and His
peace just flows out to us.

“Washed with milk” brings to mind the early life of the Lord
Jesus Christ. |saiah the prophet, speaking of Christ said, “Butter
and honey shall he eat that he might know to refuse the evil and
to choosethe good” (Isa. 7:15).

Peace is developed through righteousness, and righteousness
through obedience to the Word of God. Isaiah 48:18 bears this
out, “ O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then
had thy peace been asariver, and thy righteousnessasthewaves
of thesea...” Alsoin James 3:18, “ And thefruit of righteousness
is sown in peace of them that make peace.” Thus, the thought
here is that His eyes are continually washed with the Word of
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God. “ Andfitly set” carriesthe connotation of eyesthat are not
roving about, but are fixed upon the goal.

5:13 - “ Hischeeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers. his
lips like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh.” This verse
continuesto describethe bride'sBeloved. Cheeksare, generally
speaking, thesymbol of love. “ Hislipslikelilies, dropping sweet
smelling myrrh,” show that His speech and attitude are pure
and gracious, and His whole demeanor is one of meekness.

5:14 - * Hishands are as gold rings set with the beryl: hisbelly
isasbrightivory overlaid with sapphires.” Handsspeak of ability
(cf.Song 7:1, Ex. 35:35), and the* gold rings set with the beryl”
gpeak of the fact that Christ performed the works that were
foreordained by the Father for Himto do, asgold signifiesdeity.
A ring speaks of authority, as seen from Genesis 41:42, when
Pharaoh gave Joseph his own ring, and made Joseph the second
ruler in Egypt.

This ring of authority can aso speak of sonship, asrelated in
the parable of the prodigal son. When the son returned to his
father’s house, the father restored him to his former position,
putting aring upon hishand (LK. 15:22). Thus, Christisthe Son
of God, and bears the authority of the Father (Jdn. 13:3).

“Hisbelyisasbright ivory overlaid with sapphires.” Thebelly
isthe seat of life (Jdn. 7:38). Sapphires are representative of the
Word of God becausethey areheavenly bluein color. Therefore,
we can safely say it is obedienceto the Word of God that causes
lifeto flow out from God (Deut. 30:20; Jn. 7:38).
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5:15 - “His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of
fine gold: his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the
cedars.” Concerning pillars, the Lord Jesus gives this promise
to the overcomers of the Philadelphian church in Revelation
3:12, “Him that overcometh will | make apillar in thetemple of
my God, and he shdl go no moreout...”

A pillarisbuilt to bear great weight and pressure, to stand steadly,
unwavering. Lebanon and cedarsare symbolic of strength. There
is tremendous strength of purpose and stability of character in
the Lord. Isaiah 50:7 recordsthat Christ set Hisfaceasaflint to
do the will of His Father. He never wavered from His coursein
Hislife and ministry.

5:16 - “ His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely.
This is my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of
Jerusalem.” When He preached, His words were full of grace
and truth. “ And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld hisglory, theglory asof the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth” (dn. 1:14).

Then the Shulamite says, “ Thisismy beloved, and thisis my
friend.” It isagreat privilege to be called the friend of God.
Being called afriend of God is predicated upon obedience to
Hisword: “Yearemy friends, if ye do whatsoever | command
you” (Jn. 15:14). Abraham and M oseswere called thefriends
of God, for they were faithful to obey Him (Jas. 2:23; Gen.
18:19; Ex. 33:11; Num. 12:7). John 15:15 says, “Henceforth
| call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his
lord doeth: but | have called you friends; for all thingsthat |



86 The Bride

have heard of my Father | have made known unto you.” The
Lord Jesus Christ will make known to hisfriends all that He
has learned of His Father.

6:1 - “ Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among
women? whither is thy beloved turned aside? that we may
seek him with thee.” The Shulamite’s description of the
manifold beauty of her Beloved kindled a desire in the
daughters of Jerusalem to join her in her search for Christ.
This is the answer to the Shulamite’s prayer in chapter 1:4,
“Draw me and we will run after thee.” It is important to
realize herethat these are redeemed peopl e, but they seeHim
in His bride as they have never seen Him before.

This beautiful revelation of Christ through the bride caused
them to entreat her to tell them all about Him. Thisisthe key
to leadership. When the Lord Jesus draws us and we enter
into fresh experiences with Him, it will create a hunger and
thirst in others. The Shulamite has revealed the beauty of
Christ that she has known personally, and they now say, “We
want to seek Him with you!”

6:2 - “ My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds
of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies.” We
will always find the Lord in a garden, for He delightsin the
fruits of His gardens; He delightsin purity.

6:3 - “1 am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine: he feedeth
among the lilies.” There are three stages of Christian
devel opment. Thesestagesare very important becausethey apply
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not only to our relationship with the Lord Himself, but also to
our marriage relationship as husband and wife here on earth.

In chapter 2:16 she says, “ My beloved is mine, and | am his,”

but notice how it changes in chapter 6:3, “ | am my beloved's
and my beloved ismine.” Thisis how it should be, because the
woman was created for the man, not viceversa. Revelation 4:11
shows the proper order: “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory and honour and power: for thou hast created al things,
and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” We are created
for Chrigt and for Hispleasure. However, thereisastage beyond
eventhis, with further spiritual growth, her testimony in chapter
7:10 becomes, “1 am my beloved's, and His desire is toward
me.” Thiswill be developed in chapter seven.

“ He feedeth among the lilies.” As brought out earlier, the
Lamb of God feeds where thereis purity, because Heis pure.

6:4 - “ Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as
Jerusalem, terribleasan army with banners.” Here, theLord
describes His bride and speaks to her lovingly. Of course, a
husband desires his wife to be beautiful. In His description,
the Lord graciously places Tirzah before Jerusalem. Through
this order, the Lord develops the thought of restoration, for
Tirzah was the capital of the backslidden Northern Kingdom
of Israel, but Jerusalem wasthe capital of faithful Judah. Thus,
it seemsclear that the bridewill comprise not only thefaithful,
but also the restored. Thus, in His graciousness, He places
the restored before the faithful in this passage.
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“Terrible [or awe-inspiring] as an army with banners.” The
Lord is a mighty man of war, and so His bride must aso be
mighty in battle. In essence, Hehassaid, 1 remember the many
victoriesyou havewon.” The Brideisasoldier asevidenced by
Ephesians 6:12-17 where Paul likens the Christian to being
clothed upon spiritually with the armor of a Roman soldier.

6:5 - “Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome
me: thy hair isasa flock of goatsthat appear from Gilead.” He
continuesto praise her. We know the eyes arethe very light and
life of the body as they reveal the innermost depths of the soul
(Mt. 6:22-23). The hair represents separation. Hair covers our
temples, and the temples speak of our thoughts. God wants our
thoughts to be separated unto Him. The Lord loves a separated
people who have consecrated thoughts. This is confirmed in
Leviticus 20:24 when the Lord spoke, “1 am the LORD your
God, which have separated you from other people.” Moreover,
the Apostle Paul brings out, “Wherefore come out from among
them, and beye separate, saith theL ord, and touch not theunclean
thing; and | will receive you” (2 Cor. 6:17). Gilead isthe place
where healing salveis produced, indicating that aseparated life
also brings healing (Jer. 8:22).

6:6 - “ Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the
washing, whereof every one beareth twins, and there is not one
barren among them.” Thiswas previously discussed in chapter
4:1-7, in the description of seven points of feminine beauty by
the Bridegroom. Whenever there is repetition in the Word of
God, it isto emphasize the truths He desires us to seek, and to
reveal an increased depth in each truth.



The Mighty Army 89

The teeth, of course, speak of our meditation, like the chewing
of the cud by acow. The Lord lovesit when we meditate on His
Word. Psalm 63:5-6 speaks of the blessings of meditating onthe
Lord: “My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness;
and my mouth shal praisetheewithjoyful lips: When | remember
thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.”
This thought of bearing twins illustrates that we prosper in the
spiritual aswell asin the naturd through such meditation upon
Him. LikeAbraham who had both natural seed asthe sand upon
the seashore and the spiritua seed as the stars of the heavens
(Gen. 22:17).

6:7 - “ As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples within thy
lock.” Inthisverse, pomegranates have adua connotation. We
stated previoudly that thisfruit speaksof love, but it dso signifies
fruitfulness, for apomegranate contains many seeds (Song 4:13-
14; Gal. 5:22-23). Temples, represent our thoughts, and being
covered by hair, speak of separation. Thus, the thought in this
verse isthat separation protects fruitful thoughts of love.

6:8 - “ There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines,
and virgins without number.” The three tiers in the spiritual
hierarchy mentioned here may be compared to the three levels
in the Tabernacle of Moses. The queens have come within the
vell of the Holy of Holies, to dwell in the literal presence and
glory of Christ.

The concubineshave entered the Holy Place, experiencing Christ
as the Bread of Life, the ministry of the Seven Spirits of the
Lord, and the intercessory prayer of the dtar of incense. The
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virgins have come into the Outer Court, receiving Christ as
Savior, and coming into water baptism and the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. (For further studies, please see our book entitled
The Tabernacle of Moses.) However, we know the Bride is
preferred above them all (Song 6:9).

6:9 - “ My dove, my undefiled is but one; she isthe only one of
her mother, she is the choice one of her that bare her. The
daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the queens and the
concubines, and they praised her.” In His eyes, no one can
compare with His bride, for she is absolutely outstanding.

6:10 - “ Who is she that |ooketh forth asthe morning, fair asthe
moon, clear asthe sun, and terrible asan army with banners?’

Now the daughters of Jerusalem are speaking. They arelooking
upon the anointed of the Lord, the bride who is gloriousin the
anointing, “ [awe-inspiring] as an army with banners.” This
army isspoken of many timesbecausein thelast daysthe Church
of Jesus Christ isgoing to be like a mighty army that performs
tremendous and miraculous exploits. At that time strength will
be vitally important.

6:11 - “ | went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of
the valley, and to see whether the vine flourished, and the
pomegranatesbudded.” Chapter four mentioned thefirst garden,
which was “the garden enclosed.” This speaks of the garden of
theindividua believer’s heart. However, in thisverse, the bride
goes to see the fruit of the valley, or the garden of nuts. This
speaksof fruit that ismaturing. The garden of nutsisagarden of
promises. In the natural, nuts are surrounded by a hard outer
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shell that must be pierced or broken in order to revea the meat
or fruit. Often, this means experiencing suffering, a breaking,
before seeing the promises of God brought to passin our lives.

6:12 - “ Or ever | wasaware, my soul made melikethe chariots
of Amminadib.” The thought contained here concerning the
chariotsof Amminadibisabout the zeal of theLord of theHosts.
Thisisthe anointing that gives atremendous zedl to accomplish
acertain task for the Lord. Thisis evidenced strikingly in two
men, Elijah and the Lord Jesus Himsalf.

This anointing came upon Elijah after he announced the end of
thedrought in Isradl to King Ahab: “ And the hand of the LORD
was on Elijah; and he girded up hisloins, and ran before Ahab
totheentranceof Jezred” (1Ki. 18:46). Elijahliterdly ran before
the chariots of the king, racing back to the city before the storm
broke. The second example of this anointing was in the life of
Christ when He fulfilled the Scripture, “For the zed of thine
house hath eaten me up...” in cleansing the temple and driving
out the money changers (Ps. 69:9; Jn. 2:14-17).

6:13 - “ Return, return, O Shulamite; return, return, that we
may look upon thee. What will ye see in the Shulamite? As it
were the company of two armies.” “ Shulamite,” incidentdly, is
the feminine form of Solomon, and it means “the princess of
peace.” Thus, one of the characteristics of the Bride is that she
revedls the peace of the Lord. “Findly, brethren, whatsoever
thingsaretrue, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things
arejust, whatsoever thingsare pure, whatsoever thingsarelovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and
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if there be any praise, think on these things. . .and the God of
peace shall be with you” (Phil.4:8-9). As the daughters of
Jerusalem look upon the Shulamite, what do they see in this
princess of peace? They see*the company of two armies.” This
comes from the Hebrew word “Mahanaim” found in Genesis
32:2 when Jacob returned from hisUncle Laban’sto the land of
promise. “Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met
him. And when Jacob saw them, he said, Thisis God’s host and
he called the name of that place Mahanaim,” meaning the place
of two armies.

Thereis abeautiful truth here—as we go in the strength of the
Lord, we eventually become aware of the heavenly hosts that
surround us. Thisoccurredintheaccount of Elishaand hisservant
Gehazi when the Syrian army encircled the town of Dothan.

Gehazi wastroubled and said, “ Alas, my master! what shall we
do?’ Elisha besought the Lord, saying, “Lord, please open the
young man’'seyes,” and he behel d thewholemountain of Dothan
covered with the chariots of the Lord (2 Ki. 6:14-17). Oh, make
no mistake, beloved, the armies of the Lord are very red, and
they are dl around us! Elisha responded to his servant, saying,
“They that be with us are more than they that be with them.”
Therefore, our enemies are outnumbered.

Judges chapter 5 records the prophetic song of Deborah and
recounts the battle between Barak, captain of the |sradlite army,
and Sisera, the captain of the enemy army. In Judges 5:20
Deborah says, “They fought from heaven; the stars in their
coursesfought against Sisera.” Itisimportant to realizethat there
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are aways two battles and two armies. There is a battle being
fought upon the earth and a battle being fought in the heavenlies
at the same time. These two armies must move in harmony.

This is why the Lord gave David direction in the battle plan
when David went out to fight. In 2 Samuel 5:23-25, we read,
“And when David inquired of the LORD, he said, Thou shat
not go up; but fetch a compass behind them, and come upon
them over against the mulberry trees. And let it be, when thou
hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees,
that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the LORD go
out before thee, to smite the host of the Philistines. And David
did so, as the LORD had commanded him; and smote the
Philistines from Geba until thou come to Gazer.”

Essentially, the Lord's direction was, “When you hear the
footsteps in the mulberry trees, or more to the point, when
you hear the heavenly hosts going forward—you go forward,
too.” From this we see that we must never go into combat
unlesswe arevery certain that we are moving in concert with
the heavenly army!

Returning to verse 13, the daughters of Jerusalem said, “What
will you seein the Shulamite?’ [We see] “ The company of two
armies.” Their description of a company of two armies speaks
of the Shulamite’'s walk with God, as she moves with Him in
perfect synchronization, the armiesof heaven and earth movein
unison. Thisiswhat the Lord wantsto producein His Church—
aunity with Him so faultless that we move in one accord with
the heavenly army, invincible to the enemy.
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When Joshua was going out against Jericho, he met the Lord
Jesus Christ asthe Captain of theLord’ shost. The Lord Himsdlf,
as Captain of the host, was going to direct the battle (Josh. 5:13-
15). Therefore, not only were the armies of Isragl encamped
around Jericho, but the heavenly hosts al so surrounded that city.

More and more, we need to redlize it is not only a question of
winning the battles on the earth, but of overcoming the powers
in heavenly places. Paul strongly warns us of thisin Ephesians
6:12, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of thisworld, against spiritual wickednessin high places.”

Thistruth appliesto dl situations, whether traveling to another
country, leading someone to salvation, or delivering someone
from bondage or demonic oppression. We have to know what
God is doing so that we do not move too quickly. We have to
know God'stiming for aperson’ssalvation, for deliverance, for
afresh move of His Spirit. The two armies must move together.

7:1-" How beautiful arethy feet with shoes, O prince'sdaughter!
the joints of thy thighs are like jewels, the work of the hands of
a cunning workman.” In chapter seven, the Bride is described
throughtheeyesof her Beloved. Thefeet represent theevangdis.
This is one of the ministries of the Bride of Christ—to bring
forth the message of the Lord. Isaiah declares, “How beautiful
upon the mountains arethe feet of them that bring good tidings’
(Isa. 52:7). “ Thejoints of thy thighs are like jewds, the work of
the hands of a cunning workman.” The Lord continued His
description speaking of her joints, which signify graceful
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movement. He was saying to her, “Oh, the beauty of your
movements, you move so easily in the Spirit.”

7:2-" Thy navel islikea round goblet, which wanteth not liquor
thy belly is like an heap of wheat set about with lilies” The
thought here is of wine or joy, asthe belly isasymbol of lifeas
shebringsforth joy. Those who minister the Word of God know
at timesthe travail that comes, almost like birth pangs, to bring
forth the revelation of the truth of the Word of God to feed the
people. Jesus said, “He that believeth on me, as the Scripture
hath said, out of hisbelly shall flow rivers of living water” (Jn.
7:38). The repetition of the thought of lilies shows that purity
must be interwoven into everything we do.

7:3 - “ Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins.”
We have dready said that the breasts symbolize feeding—the
ability to nourish those who are young in the faith. They area
sign of maturity and represent faith and love.

7:4-* Thy neckisasatower of ivory; thineeyeslikethefishpools
in Heshbon, by the gate of Bathrabbim: thy noseis asthe tower
of Lebanon which looketh toward Damascus.” The neck is a
symbol of great strength (Psa. 18:40). Bathrabbim meansacity
of multitude. This depicts the thought of avery lively, rushing,
noisy city, with distractions everywhere. Positioned just outside
thegatesof thiscity lay thefishpool sin Heshbon. Thesefishpools
werevery deep and very ill; and they are one of the symbols of
peace. Thedescription of her eyesas such gives such abeautiful
connotation. Therefore, the picture given here is the Bride of
Chrigt a the center of activity, surrounded by confusion and
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distractions; yet, her eyes arefilled with the peace of Christ. In
the midst of al activity she manifeststhe peace of her Lord.

Usualy we think we can only have peaceif we go to atranquil
place away from everyonedse. In actudity, the peace of Godis
manifested in both circumstances of quiet and chaos. The peace
of God is available no matter what the situation may be. Jesus
said in John 14:27, “Peace | leave with you, my peace | give
unto you: not asthe world giveth, give | unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” Again in Isaiah 26:3
we read, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” Peace is not
dependent upon our circumstances, but upon the Prince of Peace
Himsalf, and our choiceto trust Him.

TheBrideof Christissymbolic of the deep peace of God. Perhaps
some of us are in a difficult Stuation a home. During times
filled with distractions or confusion, we might be tempted to
say, “If only | weresomewhereelse.” However, the Brideisfound
inthecity of Bathrabbim, the city of confusion, manifesting and
portraying the peace of Jesus.

This verse continues, “Thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon
which looketh toward Damascus.” Damascusisthetraditional
enemy of Lebanon, even in modern times. The nose is the
instrument of scent. In other words, the Bride can quickly
smell trouble when the enemy is moving. We want to be very
quick to smell the movement of the enemy. We want to be
able to sense him from afar off. We want to smell what heis
going to do, even before he moves.
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7:5 - “ Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, and the hair of
thine head like purple; theking isheld in the galleries.” The
Beloved declares, “ Your head crownsyou like Mount Carmel.
Your hair is like royal tapestry, and the king is held captive
by its tresses.” Mount Carmel is the mountain of strength,
and purple represents royalty, or the royal demeanor of the
Bride. “ The king is held in the galleries [or held captive by
itstresses|.” Heissayingto her, “I, theking, am so captivated
by you that | aways want to be with you!”

7:6-7 - “How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for
delights! Thisthy statureisliketo a palmtree, and thy breasts
to clusters of grapes.” The palm tree is always a symbol of
righteousness or straightness (Isa. 61:3, 1 Ki. 6:29, Ezek.
40:16). In our lives, and in the Church as a whole, the Lord
will allow a shaking like an earthquake to occur, to separate
what is of God and what is not.

Psalm 46:1-3 speaks of something smilar, “God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not
wefear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains
be carried into the midst of the sea; Though the waters thereof
roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the
swelling thereof. Selah.” Let us seek God to become trees of
righteousness, with our roots sunk deep in the foundation of
Christ and HisWord, so we will not fall.

The result of building our foundations in God is found in the
thought of “breasts to clusters of grapes.” The thought here is
that joy is the outcome of arighteous life. As grapes produce
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wine, and wine is a symbol of joy (Jdg. 9:13). “Thou lovest
righteousness and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God
hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows’
(Ps. 45:7). Again, after the foundations have been tried and
proven, we find in Psalm 46:4, “There is a river, the streams
whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the
tabernacles of the most High.”

7:8-"1said, | will go uptothe paimtree, | will take hold of the
boughs thereof: now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the
vine, and the smell of thy noselike apples...” Again, the thought
of righteousness and joy being joined together is voiced. Then
He comments on her nose again, but this time in a different
sense. In verse four, He was commenting on the fact that her
nose could quickly sense the enemy, but thistime Heis saying
that “the smell of thy nose[is] like apples.”

In chapter 2:3, she likens Him to an apple tree. From this
statement we see that the Bride is quickly able to pick up the
scent of the presence of Christ, and she is sensitive to His
heart.

The thought conveyed here is that of Isaiah 11:3-4: “[The
Spirit of the Lord] shall make him of quick understanding in
thefear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of
his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: But
with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with
equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
shall he slay the wicked.”



The Mighty Army 99

The Spirit of the Lord makes us of quick understanding in the
fear of God, and this holy anointing gives us a quick sense of
what pleasesor displeasesthe Lord. The Bride had agood sense
of smell. She could discern the Lord's presence and intuitively
knew what was upon His heart. This passage a so speaksto us
of abeautiful balance in the things of the Spirit. We need to be
able to sense the presence of the enemy, but we also need to be
ableto discernthe presence of the L ord. Too frequently wemgjor
on only oneside. We concentrate so much on the presence of the
enemy that we forget about the L ord’s presence. At other times,
we can be so consumed with the Lord that we are unaware of the
enemy causing devastation behind us.

7:9-* Andtheroof of thy mouth likethe best winefor my beloved,
that goeth down sweetly, causing thelips of thosethat areadeep

to speak.”

Some trandations suggest that this verse could be divided into
two parts. In the first part the Lord finishes His praises of her,
saying, “Theroof of thy mouth is like the best wine.” Then she
interrupts, saying, “ That goeth down smoothly for my Beloved,
causing the lips of those that are adeep to speek” (ASV).

There are times when we receive aword from God and as we
meditate upon it, we can fed the touch of that beautiful warmth
in our mouth as it goes right down into our heart. Sometimes,
when we meditate on the Word of the Lord or when werest in
His presence, wefed asif we havejust drunk sweet wine. It has
such a beautiful taste. Thus, the Bride was experiencing His
presencein aunique and beautiful way. The beauty of thisverse
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liesin thetruth that wine, speaking of joy, causesthose who are
adeep to speak. When the wine of joy comesinto churches that
are deeping soundly, those who are adeep come diveinthejoy
of theLord and praiseflowsfromtheir lips. Thegreater theflow
of wineor joy, thegreater the praise and adul ation of the Beloved
becomes. Thus, the Bride has the ability to cause those who are
ad eep to speak when she experiencesthe sweet wine of the Lord
and minigtersit to others. Thisisaso truein marriage, for when
wives alow the wine of joy to flow from them, their husbands
awake to the joy and sweetness of the Lord.

7:10-" 1 ammy beloved's, and hisdesireistoward me.” Thisis
thethird step in our progression as a mature Christian. Thefirst
step is seen in chapter 2:16, “ My beoved is mine, and | am
his”” Inthisfirst stage she could seethat Christ belonged to her
and whatever she needed He would provide. The second phase
of maturity isfound in chapter 6:3, “1 am my beloved'sand my
beloved ismine.” She began to redlize that she really belonged
to Him, and He was a so hers. However, we have now come to
the third and most important step, “I am my beloved's, and his
desreistoward me.” Hered| possessivenessisgone. Her attitude
isthat shewascreated for her Beloved and for Hisgood pleasure
(Rev. 4:11); thereis nothing of self left in her thoughts.

Let us develop this thought for afew moments by referring to
Genesis 29 and 30. Jacob had two wives and the description of
thesetwowomenisvery interesting. Genesis29:17tellsus, “Leah
was tender eyed.” This could mean that she had weak eyes or
that she squinted. However, thisverse also records, “But Rachel
was beautiful and well favored.” In other words, Lesh was not
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comely, but Rachel wasvery beautiful. We a so know that Jacob
loved Rachel but hated L eah. Genesis29:31-32 continues, “ And
when the LORD saw that L esh was hated, he opened her womb:
but Rachel was barren. And Leah conceived, and bare a son,
and she called his name Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD
hath |ooked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will
love me.” Reuben means*“ seeyeason” (Strong's H7205).

Leah believed that because she gave her husband a son, Jacob
would love her. How little she knew! We see her cry out again
after Levi, her third son, isborn, “Now thistimewill my husband
be joined unto me”’ (Gen. 29:34). The story goeson and on this
way. Rachel, envious of her sster, gave her maid to Jacab to
obtain children by her. However, out of this act of indiscretion
Dan, who is atype of the Antichrist, was born (Gen. 30:1-6).
Dan is the one who appears like the True Ones but in effect
destroys the people of God (Gen. 49:16-17).

What aterrible situation! Significantly, nearly al the children
were named after the emotions of the mothers. In Genesis 30:8
weread, “ And Rachd said, With great wrestlingshave | wrestled
with my sster, and | have prevailed: and she cdled his name
Naphtali.” This constant competition for the love of Jacob
through child-bearing continues for several more verses.

L eah could never win Jacob’sloveand affections. Shemistakenly
thought that by having more children, she could gain hislove.
Sadly, many married people think this way. They strive to win
theaffectionsof their spousesby works, or seek to buy it through
possessions. However, this kind of gtriving never works. My



102 The Bride

wife and | have seen marriages where wives have received
diamonds so big they can hardly hold up their hands.
Unfortunately, it hasbeen obviousthat these hushandsweretrying
to win their wives by works.

Here is the key, “ | am my beloved's and his desire is toward
me.” The desire of Christ istoward the Bride because He sees
her beauty! Itisnot how much we give, what we do, or even our
ministry that impresses Him. Rather, it is the inner beauty, the
life of the Spirit that wins the presence of Christ. Thisbeauty is
what makes Him desire us, and this is the whole key to our
Chrigtian life. Oh, that His desire might be toward us!

Repeatedly, this beauty is extolled in the Shulamite,
demongtrating usthe qualitiesthat attract Christ—lilies (purity),
palm trees (righteousness), myrrh (meekness), and wine (joy).
He seesthe beauty of the Spirit in uswhen we are content to stay
inthedifficult Situationsuntil His sacred work isdone, choosing
totrust Him, glorify Him, rgoicein Him, tolove Him through it
al. Thisis what attracts the attention of Christ and wins His
overwhelming affections. By doing this, we become beautiful
in Hissight and He clothes us with His glory.

Even in marriage, inner beauty is what attracts our spouses.
Many peoplefall into the trap of thinking they can transform
themselves by wearing certain clothes. However, Jesus said
in Luke 12:27, “Consider the lilies how they grow: they tail
not, they spin not; and yet | say unto you, that Solomonin all
his glory was not arrayed like one of these.” It is not the
outward apparel, but the heart that attracts (1 Pet. 3:1-6). The
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whole key is to attract Christ, to cause Him to desire us, by
the beauty of the life of the Spiritinus. “I am my Beloved's,
and His desire is toward me.”

7:11-12 - “ Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let
uslodgeinthevillages. Let us get up early to the vineyards; let
usseeif the vineflourish, whether the tender grape appear, and
the pomegranates bud forth: there will | give thee my loves.”

Metaphoricaly sheis saying, “Let us go forth and see the fruit
of our union and communion. Let us see the other gardens, the
liveswho have been touched by our love. Let usseeour spiritual
children together.”

7:13 - “ The mandrakes give a smell, and at our gates are all
manner of pleasant fruits, new and old, which | havelaid up for
thee, O my beloved.” The mandrakes areasymbol of loveasis
shown by the fact that mandrakes were exchanged for love as
seen in Genesis 30:14-15.

In marriage, the husband and wife are partners and share all
they have. Thiswas certainly true of my own marriage. When
my wife and | purchased a car several years ago, we both
signed thetitle. After | had signed, the previous owner turned
toAudrey and said, “ You must also sign asa part owner.” We
now affectionately refer to her as PO. (Part Owner). Every
time we get into the car, she knows that she is part owner of
the car. In the same way, the Shulamite refersto the gates as
“our gates.” With the thought of community property, she
says, “Let us go and see the mandrakes because they give a
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pleasant smell at our gates.” Thetwo of them are united. This
phrase, “ At our gates are all manner of pleasant fruits, new
and old,” contains a beautiful thought. Fruits must be fresh
and new, as well as mature. Spiritually speaking, we must
have new truth continually springing up within our lives that
brings forth fruit, as well as the old truths we have received
over theyearscomingto higher levelsof maturity (Mt. 13:52).
Therefore, sheisactually saying, “ Thereisall manner of truth,
both new and old, that | want you to see, that | have prepared
and laid up for You.”

Her statement, “which | havelaid upfor thee,” reved sthewhole
purpose of our livesand ministry. When we stand before God to
give an account of our lives on the Day of Judgment, we must
not come before Him empty-handed. Thisaffectseverything we
do. The whole reason we minister, dig into the Word of God,
and pray for the anointing is that we might have fruit to offer
Him. Thisisthe whole purpose of life—in order to havefruit to
present to the Lord for His glory. Our heart’s cry should be,
“Lord, I want to offer fruit to you constantly, new and old.”

In the Old Testament, the Lord ingtructed the Israglites to come
beforeHimthreetimesayear. It was mandatory to appear before
Him at the Feast of Passover, the Feast of Pentecost, and the
Feast of Tabernacles(Deut. 16:16). No onewasalowed to come
before Him empty-handed. The paragraph below explains the
meaning of these three appearances before the Lord.

The Feast of Passover speaksof salvation (Ex. 12:5; 1 Pet. 1:19;
Heb. 9:28). On the day of reckoning, we must come before the
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Lord to present those we have led to Christ: those we have
begotten into the Kingdom of God. The Feast of Pentecost
represents the baptism of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:1-4). We want
to present to the L ord peoplewe have prayed for and have brought
into the baptism of the Holy Ghost and the spiritua gifts. The
Feast of Tabernaclesis representative of fullness and maturity.
We want to be able to present before Him the men and women
we haveinfluenced and brought into maturity. Thewholethought
of fruit is this—"Here are the works of my life, Lord. | have
done this for You, and | did it Your way.” (Please refer to our
book entitled The Journey of Isradl for further studies.)

When we arein love, dl our thoughts and desires are centered
upon the one we love. This is the relationship developed in
marriage. In everything we do, we want to please our Spouses.
Thisisaso truein the spiritud life; all we should be concerned
about is pleasing Christ our Beloved. We should do everything
with Him in mind. More than anything el se, we should want to
see that smile on His face and to hear the words, “Well done
thou good and faithful servant” (Mt. 25:21, c.f. Mt. 7:21-23).

8:1-“ Othat thou wert as my brother, that sucked the breasts of
my mother! when | should find thee without, | would kiss thee;
yea, | should not be despised.”

Shewassaying, “If youwerelikemy brother | could walk around
with you and | would not be despised.” So often, when we are
wholehearted for Christ and we seek Him out, we are the odd
oneinthecrowd. Unfortunately, we are often considered peculiar
evenin church. Her heart’scry wassimply, “ | wish thisreproach
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would be taken away. | wish this reproach did not have to
be.”

This reproach came upon Jesus because He dared to claim
equality with His Father. That is the reason He experienced
thereproach. Reproach did not come because of Hismiracles,
or even Histeaching, which divided soul from spirit. Rather,
itwasinview of thefact that He claimed the wonderful union
and communion with the Father. Thiswasthe source of Jesus
reproach, and this reproach broke His heart (Ps. 69:20).

8:2 - “I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother’s
house, who would instruct me: | would cause thee to drink
of spiced wine of the juice of my pomegranate.”

Sheissaying, “1 want to bring You into my mother’s house.”
Wefind thissamedesireinthelife of theApostle Paul, brought
out powerfully in Romans 9:1-3: “1 say the truth in Christ, |
lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy
Ghost, That | have great heaviness and continual sorrow in
my heart. For | could wish that myself were accursed from
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”
Here, the Apostle is willing to forfeit his own relationship
with Christinorder that othersmay sharethejoysof salvation.

Every time we meet with Christ afresh and anew, the desire
should be to bring that new experience back to the home
church (mother’shouse). Thisisthetruetest of spirituality—
to must minister that blessing to othersrather than stayingin
our own sphere of blessing, and trying to remain in that
experience indefinitely.
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| oncebelonged to achurchin England wherewe had opportunity
for testimoniesin the meetings quite frequently. Thetestimonies
in these particular meetings, because they were specifically for
believers, dways revolved around what someone had read in
theWord of God, or anew truth they had just received. Everyone
wasawayswarmed and thrilled by recounting these experiences
of meeting with God and receiving a new revelation of Him.
One of the joys of our heart was to learn something new about
Chrigt and thento bring it into our motherhouse, thehome church,
and share it with someone else.

8:3 - “His left hand should be under my head, and his right
hand should embrace me.” She is being supported and being
loved by the Lord (Deut. 33:27; Isa. 41:10).

8:4 - “1 charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, that ye stir not
up, nor awake my love, until he please.” When we have broken
throughinto the presence of God, we do not want to be disturbed
by anyone until it isHis pleasureto leave.
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Chapter Five
TheAbundant Harvest (8.5 - 8:14)

Now we come to the last song, which we call “The Abundant
Harvest.”

8:5 - “Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning
upon her beloved? | raised thee up under the apple tree: there
thy mother brought thee forth: there she brought thee forth that
barethee.” The apple hasaways been associated with thefruits
that Eve offered Adam.

There are two wilderness experiences in the Song of Solomon.
Thefirst oneisfound in chapter 3.6, and the second isfound in
chapter 8:5. Yet theimage of the Shulamite coming out of each
of these two wilderness experiencesis dramaticaly different.

Inthefirst wildernessjourney, the Bride comes up triumphantly
inachariot, likethechildren of Isragl who came up under Moses
and Joshua as amighty army (Josh. 2:9-11; 4:13-14).

However, the second wilderness experience is quite different.
The picture presented of the Shulamite coming out of this
wildernessisof onewho hasbeenweakened. Thismay besimilar
to the experience of Jacob, when he was coming back into the
Promised Land after hisyearswith hisuncle Laban. In Genesis
32:23-32, Jacob, met with God in a powerful way and received
agreat blessing from the L ord. However, he was a so weakened
in his thigh and ever after was forced to lean upon his staff,
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symboalic of leaning upon the Lord. We find this truth time and
timeagainintheWord of God. For example, Judah, the Southern
Kingdom of Israel, went through her second wilderness
experience when shewasexiled from her homeland into Babylon
and then returned. She was purged from idols and returned asa
totally transformed nation, compared to the generation that came
into the land under Joshua.

In Hosea 2:14, the heart of the Lord is revedled: “ Therefore,
behold, | will alure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and
gpeak comfortably unto her.” His purpose in taking His people
through the wilderness is to purge their hearts from al other
loves that compete with Him for first place in their hearts. He
desiresto restore that first love, and renew the fountains of life
(Hos. 2:14-17). The Northern Kingdom of Israel also backdid
after shecameinto Canaan, and she has been scattered throughout
the countriesof theworld ever since, however, thereiscoming a
time when she will be restored and brought back into her
homeland. She is presently in her second wilderness, but she
will come out of that experience with great brokenness of spirit,
leaning upon her Beloved, Jesus Chrigt.

King David is another prime example of the Lord’sdealingsin
the wilderness. His first wilderness journey was in his youth
when he was forced to flee from Saul. The Lord triumphantly
brought him through, and he was anointed King of Judah (2
Sam. 2:1-4). Later in life, when he came up from his second
wilderness experience after fleeing from Absalom, he returned
with a broken and a contrite heart. His second wilderness was
because of sin, yet God performed a beautiful work in his heart.
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The second wilderness journey may take many forms. It could
be a profound sickness as it was with Job (Job 2:6-13).
Nevertheless, whatever form it takes, it is a very solemn
experience into which God leads usin His infinite wisdom and
love.

The second wilderness for Abraham and Sarah took them into
old age when al hope of fulfilling the promises of God with
their own natural strength was gone. Through that, however,
God brought them out and gave them a son, Isaac. Joseph, too,
endured the second wilderness, being cast into prison after being
falsely accused; but intheend of the matter he becamethe second
ruler inal of Egypt (Gen. 39:17-21; 41:14, 38-43).

Moses first wilderness began when he fled from Pharaoh as
ayoung man. He came up out of that wildernessat the burning
bush, where he was commissioned by God to lead Israel out
of Egypt (Ex. 2:15; 3:2—4:19). His second wilderness came
when heled thelsraglitesthrough the wilderness (Ex. 13:18).

| believewe must bevery careful on thispoint of awilderness
because of sin. Although | have quoted several examples
where sin brought them into the wilderness, | am cautioning
us against sin.

The important point concerning the second wilderness is that
when we come up from the wilderness experience the second
time, we are “leaning upon our Beloved,” and we are brokenin
spirit (Ps. 51:17). One who has been through the second
wildernessis one who has known the breakings of the Lord and
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is leaning upon Him total dependence, trusting Him for
everything. Thisisthe place God wantsto bring usto—theplace
where we are constantly leaning upon Him.

Continuing in Song of Solomon 8:5, the Lord said, “ | raised
thee up under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee
forth: there shebrought theeforththat barethee.” Heisreflecting
on her life, and making it clear that even from the very beginning
Hewasawayswith her. Hewasawayswatching over her. Even
when she was unaware of His presence, He was there, tenderly
looking after her. At times God takes us back over our lives,
showing usthe time even before we were saved, saying, “| was
there watching over you, protecting you, preserving you,
instructing you through it al. | wasthere!”

Without this protection, what disasters would have occurred in
our lives! Every oneof ushasaguardian angdl from birth. Jesus
sad, “ Their angelsdo dwaysbehold theface of my Father which
isinheaven” (Mt. 18:10). Theange saredwaysthere. Otherwise,
the mortdlity rate would be tremendous among children.

| remember listening to the story of aM ethodist missionary who
had been amissionary to China. Heand hisfamily weretraveling
by boat on the Yangtze River. Without warning, the boat
overturned. Quickly, heretrieved hiswife. Assured of her safety,
they both helped the two older children. Suddenly, in horror,
they looked around for thelittle baby. There, inthe midst of this
gigantic river a hand—the hand of an angel—was holding the
baby above the water. When the father svam toward the baby
and touched him, the hand of the angdl left. Oh, beloved, the
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angels of the Lord are there, even from infancy. Our Lord is
watching over us.

8:6 - “ Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine
arm: for loveis strong as death; jealousy is cruel asthe grave:
the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement
flame.” A seal isasymbol of possession. Hence the thought that
Christ possesses us by His sedl.

Truelove and jealousy areinseparable. We can pay no price for
love; it must bewon! In Proverbs6:34-35, weread, “ For jed ousy
is the rage of man: therefore he will not spare in the day of
vengeance. He will not regard any ransom; neither will He rest
content, though thou givest many gifts.” Nothing can quiet the
jealousy of love. Paul uses an illustration here, “I am jealous
over you with Godly jealousy: for | have espoused you to one
husband, that | may present you as achaste virgin to Christ” (2
Cor. 11:2). Loveand jeal ousy dwaysgo together. Jealousy isthe
protectiveness of love. We become very jealous of the Lord’s
place in our lives, making sure no other affection competes to
take thefirst place, which rightfully belongsto Him!

8:7 - “ Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods
drown it: if a man would give all the substance of his house for
love, it would utterly be contemned.” When we arein lovewith
aperson, it doesnot matter what deep watersor troubleswe pass
through, for nothing can quench that love.

We have aready given anillustration about trying to buy love
with gifts. It is impossible! Love must be won. The
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unquenchable quality of loveisillustrated by Paul in Romans
8:35-39: “Who shall separate usfrom thelove of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? Asit is written, For thy sake
we are killed al the day long; we are accounted as sheep for
the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us. For | am persuaded,
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which isin Christ Jesus our Lord.”

8:8 - “We have a little sgter, and she hath no breasts. what
shall we do for our sister in the day when she shall be spoken
for?” The Shulamitedesiresto help her. Thelittlesister represents
aperson who isababein Christ, or immature.

8:9-" If shebeawall, wewill build upon her apalace of silver:

and if she be a door, we will enclose her with boards of cedar.”

The Bride answers her own question from the previous verse.
Looking upon a little sister in Christ, she is asking the Lord,
“What shdl we do for our little sster? How are we going to
minister to her?’ Her answer shows true discernment, “If sheis
adoor, we will do this; or if sheisawall, we will do that.” In
other words, “Wearenot goingto try to make her likeus! Weare
going to find out what particular ministry or caling is upon her
life, and then we are going to move in that direction.”

This conversation between the Bride and the Bridegroom
concerning what they will doto help and preparetheir littlesister
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inthe Lord shows abeautiful unity asthey flow together. When
we have spiritua babes, we must have communion with God in
order to know their calling so that we can guide them into the
preparation for their particular ministry. We can only receive
that knowledge from the Lord, for He alone knows.

8:10- “1 amawall, and my breasts like towers. then was| in
hiseyesas onethat found favour.” Thebridesad, “| have come
tomaturity, and | havewonthefavor of my Lord.” Itismaturity—
maturity inthefruitsof the Spirit, and maturity inthe devel opment
of ministry, that winsthe heart of the Lord.

We can liken thisto the farmer. In the month of June, the farmer
isvery happy with alittle apple. Astime movesoninto July and
August, the little apple gets larger. The farmer is very content
throughout these months of growth, but whenit comesto harvest
time in October, he expects a nice, big, mature apple.

TheLord continualy viewsthe harvest in thismanner, receiving
pleasure in the little children and young men of the faith.
However, those who ddight His heart the most are the mature
fathers and mothersin Christ with whom He can commune and
share His heart freely. The whole thought is maturity. That little
apple in June delights the heart of the farmer, but if it apple
remainsthe same sizein later months, then the farmer would be
severdy disappointed. The Heavenly Husbandmanwill not truly
be satisfied until His people come to full maturity (Jas. 5:7).
Maturity brings Him delight. “ Then was | in his eyes as one
that found favour.” As we move on in maturity in the given
seasons, then we win the favour of the Lord.
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8:11 - “ Solomon had a vineyard at Baalhamon; he let out the
vineyard unto keepers, every one for the fruit thereof was to
bring a thousand pieces of slver.” This verse brings us to the
last two parts of the Song of Solomon. *“ Solomon had avineyard
at Baal-hamon.” The thought of Baal-hamon is very beautiful.
“Baal” means “Lord,” and “hamon” means “multitude or
harvest.” Here sheisgiven arevelation of Christ asthe Lord of
theHarvest, of whom Solomonisatype. Throughout these songs,
shehasbeen devel oping spiritually and ministering in her church.
She has said to the Lord, “Oh, let us come and see the annexes
of our ministries that have grown up, and let us see the other
ministries we are helping to develop.”

The fina revelation of the Lord of the Harvest Himself—the
Lord of the multitude is the key to the Feast of Tabernacles, or
“the feast of ingathering.” This revelation comes after we have
matured and entered into these phases of Christian development
and understanding. It comes after we have helped the Church,
imparted a hunger and thirst for the Lord to others, working to
develop the younger ministries. The purpose of thisisto know
Chrigt as the Lord of the multitude. It is to know Him in that
place where we can ask of Him and He will give unto us the
heathen for our inheritance (Ps. 2:8). So, she announces with a
spirit of revelation, “ Solomon had avineyard at Bad-hamon—-He
isthe Lord of the Harvest.”

Thisversefurther unfoldstoreveal ChristinHismillennid reign
on earth. “Helet out the vineyard unto keepers, everyonefor the
fruit thereof wasto bring 1000 piecesof silver.” A thousandisa
symbol of the millennia reign of Christ upon the earth. The
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thought is that we must work toward being “blessed and holy”
so that we will have apart in thefirst resurrection and then rule
and reign with Chrigt for 1000 years (Rev. 20:4-6). This was
Paul’sgoa. He did everything with thisin mind: “[I do al these
things that] if by any means | might attain unto the [out]
resurrection of the dead” (Phil. 3:11).

8:12 - “My vineyard, which is mine, is before me: thou, O
Solomon, must have a thousand, and those that keep the fruit
thereof two hundred.” One thousand is the symbol of Christ’s
millennial reign, and Solomon isatype of Christ, the Prince of
Peace reigning for 1000 years. Two hundred is the number of
the faithful servant, and we will find that number around the
chapiters of Solomon’stemple. Thus, 200 speaks of the reward
of afaithful servant.

8:13 - “ Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions
hearken to thy voice: cause me to hear it.” The revelation of
Chrigt further unfolds. After having a revelation of the mighty
multitudes that are going to be swept into the kingdom, and the
vineyardsall over theworld that aregoing to bring forth fruit for
the Lord, she sees her Beloved as the Lord of the whole earth
and returned to Him. As we have dready mentioned, there are
four gardens spoken of in the Song of Solomon. The most
important garden isthe enclosed garden, which is the garden of
our own heart.

The overall theme of thiswriting is gardens. This is where we
will find Him. With Adam and Eve, He waswalking in the cool
of the day in the garden (Gen. 3:8). They heard Hisvoicein the
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garden. Thisiswhere Christ is—in the garden. Thisverseisthe
key to Chrigtianity. “ Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the
companions hearken to thy voice, cause me to hear it.” Lord,
cause meto hear it, too!

Our heart’s cry to Jesus should be, “ Oh my Beloved, comeinto
my garden.” Above dl things, we must desirethat Chrigt, in all
Hisfullness, will comeinto the garden of our hearts. God uses
usinwhatever capacity isneeded to devel op gardens. Thechurch
is a pleasant garden that develops other churches or annexes
that become budding gardens, or gardens of nuts.

The cry of our hearts as we read this beautiful book, should be,
“OhLord, pleasework in my heart sothat it becomesaddightful
garden to You. Give me a clear ear in my heart to hear Your
voice as You wak through the garden of my heart.” May God
grant that we will constantly hear the voice of our Beloved

speaking in our gardens.

8:14 - * Make haste, my beloved, and be thou liketo aroe or to
ayoung hart upon the mountains of spices.” Thiscry concludes
the Song of Solomon, and reflectsthe cry throughout thewhole
Word of God, “Maranathal” “Come quickly.”
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Part B - TheHaly City
Chapter Sx
The New Jerusalem

In the book of Revelation, the beloved Apostle John recorded a
vision that was granted unto him of the Bride, or the Lamb’'s
wife. What he saw when he was carried away in the Spirit to a
high mountain wasthat grest city, theHoly Jerusaem, descending
out of heaven from God.

The Bride is a personification of the Holy City of God. Aswe
reverentialy and prayerfully seek to study this city, under the
ingpiration of the Holy Spirit, we can receive much instruction
concerning the Bride of Christ. We are giventhefollowing facts
concerning the Holy City.

1. She hastheglory of God: (Rev. 21:10-11)

Inthe Old Testament, aswell asin the New Testament, thereare
distinct references to the glory of the Lord being visibly
manifested inthelivesof thebelieversinthe End Times. “ Arise,
shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and
gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee,
and his glory shall be seen upon thee” (Isa. 60:1-2). In 2
Corinthians 3:6-18 there are direct comparisons of the glory of
the Lord that was manifested through M oseswith the glory that
isto come. Paul said that the glory manifested through Moses
was awesome, but the glory that is yet to be seen far exceeds
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what Moses had. Even in the days prior to this visible
manifestation, there should be an inner glory and light in the
believers livesdescribed as, “ Theking' sdaughter isall glorious
within” (Ps. 45:13).

2. Shehaslight emanating from her: (Rev. 21:11)
“Yearethelight of theworld. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid” (Mt. 5:14). It is Chrigt, the Light of the world who is
within her. “ Towhom God would makeknown what istheriches
of the glory of thismystery among the Gentiles; whichis Christ
inyou, the hope of glory” (Cal. 1:27).

3. Sheislikeajasper ssone—clear ascrysal: (Rev. 21:11)
The jasper stone can be of many different colors and hues, but
the one mentioned hereisas clear ascrysta. “ Clear ascrystal”
truly describes the appearance of the Holy City. It speaks of
transparency and clarity, being without distortion. Glasswithout
distortion can only be obtained by constant breakings and
grindings. Thus, the Bride must be subjected to these breakings
even as Job, to whom God said, “By reason of breakings they
purify themselves’ (Job 41:25). A bride'shomeisrepresentative
of thebride herself. The Bride hereisthe New Jerusalem. Sheis
transparent, open, clear, and undistorted.

4. Shehasawall great and high: (Rev. 21:12)

Walls speak of separation and protection. In Isaiah 60:18 walls
arereferred to as savation: “Violence shall no morebe heardin
thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou
shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gatesPraise.” In reference
to the Bride, this becomes more clear if we looked at Hebrews
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7:25, “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them.” In other words, she experienced a
complete salvation or deliverance from al the bondages of the

body, soul, and spirit.

5. She hastwelve gates and at the gates, twelve angels with
the names of thetwelve tribeswritten thereon: (Rev. 21:12)
To enter the great city, the redeemed of the Church and Isragl
alikewill haveto enter through their respective gates. While not
wishing to develop thistruth too far, we need to understand that
there are spiritua coverings, and each tribe represents aspecific
covering. New Testament believers need to have a spiritual
coveringjust asthelsradlitesof old were placed under coverings
according to their tribes. May | suggest that we ask the Lord to
show ustowhichtribewebe ong, for thisknowledgewill greatly
benefit our understanding of His plan and purpose for our lives
as we study the prophecies relative to our particular tribe.

6. Shehasthetwelvefoundations, and in them arethenames
of thetwelve Apostles of the Lamb: (Rev. 21:14)

The Apostle Paul said, “[We] are built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himsalf being the chief
corner stone. In whom al the building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy templein the Lord: In whom ye dso are
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit”
(Eph. 2:20-22). Thus, the writings, the lives and the ministries
of the apostles and prophets sustain the Holy City or the Bride
of Christ. Wewould do well, then, to heed the whole counsel of
God that emanatesthrough these godly examples. Abovedl, we
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should remember that our Beloved Bridegroom is the Chief
Cornerstone from whom all measurements are taken.

7. She has specific measurements: (Rev. 21:15-17)

The city isa cube of 12000 furlongs. Twelve is the number of
government, sincetherewere 12 tribesof Israel, and 12 Apostles
who govern according to the promise of Jesus. We read in
Matthew 19:28, “And Jesus said unto them, Verily | say unto
you, That yewhich have followed me, in the regeneration when
the Son of man shall sitinthethroneof hisglory, yealso shall sit
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Isragl.” The
number 1000, inthisrespect, speaksof eternity (Rev. 20:6). Thus,
it speaks of the eternal government of the Bride ruling and
reigning with her Beloved throughout al the ages of eternity.

This promise and vision of becoming king-priests flows
throughout the Word of God. It was first a promise given to
Israel a Mount Sinai, “And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of
priests, and an holy nation. Theseare thewordswhich thou shalt
gpeak unto the children of Isragl” (Ex. 19:6).

Israel, however, forfeited that blessing because of disobedience.
Yet, God renewed the promise to the Church, saying, “ Yearea
chosen generation, aroyd priesthood, an holy nation, apeculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath
caledyou out of darknessinto hismarvellouslight” (1 Pet. 2:9).

Being made into kings and priests is one of the predominant
themes of the Apocalypse. “ And hath made uskings and priests
unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever
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and ever. Amen” (Rev. 1:6). Later in Revelation 5:10, “And hast
made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on
the earth.”

The subject of kingsand priestsisassociated with theblessing
of thosewho will participateinthefirst resurrection. “ Blessed
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such
the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him athousand years”
(Rev. 20:6).

The qualifications for being aking and priest are enunciated in
Philippians 3:10-11. “That | may know him, and the power of
hisresurrection, and thefellowship of hissufferings, being made
conformable unto hisdeath; if by any means| might attain unto
the [out] resurrection of the dead.” These are the requirements
for attaining to the first resurrection and reigning with Christ.

TheApostle Paul clarifiesthisin hisepistleto the Romanswhen
gpeaking of those who reign in this life. He declares that they
must have an abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness
(Rom. 5:17). We seek to emphasize the great privileges, and
therefore, the great qualifications that are required to become a
member of this corporate body—the Lamb’swife.

When we consider the carethat istaken by earthly royal families
to select a bride suitable for the future monarch, it should not
come as a shock, for she must be worthy to assume the position
of the queen consort. How much more care should our Heavenly
King take in the selection of the bride of His Son?
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8. Thewidth of her wall is 144 cubits. (Rev. 21:17)
Thistrandatesinto 12 x 12. As we mentioned earlier, 12 isthe
number symbolizing government.

9. Her wall is as jasper and the city is pure gold, like unto
clear glass. (Rev. 21:18)

When we were in Africa, we had the privilege of being in the
Rand Refinery to seethe process by which gold comesfromthe
mine. Gold that is88% pureissaid to be of inferior quality. Itis
then subjected to the extreme temperature of 1100 degrees
centigrade to bring it to 2 99.996 % degree of purity.

In spiritua matters, it is the Lord who gits as that refiner. “But
who may abide the day of his coming? And who shall stand
when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, and fuller’'s
soap: And he shall sit as arefiner and purifier of silver: and he
shal purify the sons of Levi, and purge them asgold and sl ver,
that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness”
(Mal. 3:2-3). The refiner knows that the gold is pure when he
canseehisfaceinit.TheLord will haveaspotlessBride. Hewill
“present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish” (Eph. 5:27). The Holy City is like glass, without
distortion, that perfectly reflects the image of the Heavenly
Bridegroom.

10. Thefoundations of her wall are garnished with precious
stones. (Rev. 21:19-20)

In the Word of God, there are two other lists of precious stones,
namely, those on the high priest’s breastplate, and those that
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Lucifer walked among on the Holy mountain of God. The first
listisfound in Exodus 28:17-21, and they correspond to the 12
tribes according to their birth.

1. Sardis Reuben
2. Topaz Smeon
3. Carbuncle Levi
4. Emerad Judah
5. Sapphire Dan

6. Diamond Naphtali
7.Ligure Gad

8. Agate Asher

9. Amethyst Issachar
10. Beryl Zebulun
11. Onyx Joseph
12. Jasper Benjamin

Thus, we should also know our stone or color. The foundation
stonesdiffer fromthe order onthebreastplate, but wewill attempt
to explain the reasons. In Revelation 7:4-8, another order of the
tribesisgiven. From each of thesetribes, 12,000 areto be sealed
in the End Times. Notice that Judah emerges as number one
instead of Reuben. Ephraim is Joseph, and Dan is missing.

1. Judah 7. Simeon
2. Reuben 8. Levi

3. Gad 9. Issachar
4, Asher 10. Zabulon
5. Naphtdi 11. Joseph

6. Manasses 12. Benjamin
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As we study the Holy Scriptures, we see over the course of
generations, even dispensations, that the tribes have been tried
by God. Thus, thefina position of thetribes at the close of time
is no longer according to birthright, but according to merit.
Certainly this is seen by the ascendancy of Judah, the tribe of
both David and the Lord Jesus.

Other tribes that had more prominence during the course of
history, but did not use their privileges in a manner worthy of
their high and holy calling, were relegated to lesser positions.
Josephisone of thosetribes. Joseph wasatribethat roseto great
preeminence because of their holy and undefiled patriarch, yet
later was specificaly rgected by God. In Psalm 78:67-68 we
read, “Moreover he refused the tabernacle of Joseph, and chose
not thetribe of Ephraim. But chosethetribe of Judah, the mount
Zionwhich heloved.” Undoubtedly, this was because of dl the
abominationsthat were committed by Ephraim (who represented
Joseph), as seen in the book of Hosea.

Aswe comparethe stonesby birthright, withthelist of thetribes
in Revelation 7:4-8, and then with thestoneslisted in Revelation
21:19-21, we arrive at the conclusion: the tribes are certainly
represented by the stones aslisted previoudly by birthright.

THE TRIBAL ENSIGNSAND STONES

The different leaders of the tribes had their own standards (or
banners), with crestsof their ancestors depi cted upon them (Num.
1:52; 2:2-3). Onthe Eat, abovethetent of Nahshon thefirstborn
of Judah, there shone a green color. This color was adopted by
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him becauseit wasan emerad. Thenameof hisforefather, Judah,
was engraved on the breastplate of the high priest (Ex. 28:29).
On the standard was depicted alion, the crest and hieroglyphic
of his ancestor Judah whom Jacob, his father, had compared to
alion, saying, “Judah isalion’'swhelp” (Gen. 49:9).

Toward the South, above the tent of Elizur, the son of Reuben,
there rose ared standard, having the color of sardius, on which
thenameof hisfather, Reuben, wasengraved upon the breastplate
of the high priest. The symbol depicted upon thisstandard wasa
human head, because Reuben was the firstborn and the head of
the family. (See Numbers 2:10.)

On the West, above the tent of Elishama, the son of Ephraim,
there was a golden flag (Num. 2:18). The head of a caf was
depicted onthisgolden flag because it was through the vision of
the calves, or oxen, that his ancestor, Joseph, had predicted and
provided for thefaminein Egypt (See Genesis41). Hence, Moses,
when blessing the tribe of Joseph, said, “ Hisglory isthat of the
[firstborn] of abull” (Deut. 33:17). The golden splendor of the
standard of Ephraim resembled that of chrysolite, in which the
nameof Ephraimwasengraved uponthehigh priest’sbreastplate.

Toward the North, above the tent of Ahiezer, the son of Dan,
there flew a standard of red and white, like the carbuncle or
jasper (Num. 2:25). The name of Dan was engraved upon the
breastplate. The crest upon this was the eagle, the great foe of
serpents. This had been chosen by the leader in place of the
serpent, because his forefather, Jacob, had compared Dan to a
serpent in the path saying in Genesis49:17, “Danisaserpentin
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the way, an adder [or horned snake] in the way.” Ahiezer
substituted the eagle, the destroyer of serpents, because he did
not wish to put the serpent upon hisflag.

Thus, thesefour standard bearers (or banners) reflect the heads
of theliving creatures asdescribed in Ezekiel 1:10. Moreover,
the four gospel sreflect the characteristics of Christ. Matthew
reveals Him asKing. Mark reveals Him asthe ox, or Priestly
Sacrifice. Luke portrays Him as the Son of man, and John
reveals Him as the eagle, or the Son of God that soars into
heavenly vistas.
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THE ORDER OF ISRAEL'SENCAMPMENT

W+E

s
ASHER (EAGLE) NAPHTALI
DAN
The Tabernacle
BENJAMIN ISSACHAR
EPHRAIM 110 O J(tj %ANF)'
(OX) —

MANASSEH ZEBULON

GAD  REUBEN SIMEON
(MAN)

On each sde of the camp were three tribes. The middle tribe
was the standard bearer and the symbols of the living creatures
were on their flags. They depict the four gospels and Christ.

Judah Lion Matthew  Christ asKing
Ephraim Ox Mark Chrigt as Priest
Reuben Man Luke Christ as Son of Man
Dan Eagle John Chrigt as Son of God

Symbols on flags of countries are revealing as to the nature of
those nations. In addition, the beasts and icons on stamps can
reflect the spirits in countries. For example, the bear is
representative of Russia, and the dragon of China. Israel’s flag
hastwo trianglesjoined together—the Triune God joi ned together
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with triune man. Isragl, as a prince, is joined to God. Paul
intrinsically links godliness, suffering, and tribulation in his
|etters. We seethisin hissecond | etter to Timothy where he Sates
emphaticdly, “ All that will livegodly in Christ Jesusshall suffer
persecutions’ (2 Tim. 3:12). We also see this truth clearly laid
out for usin Philippians 3:10, where Paul connects adversity
with resurrection life. “That | may know him, and the power of
hisresurrection, and thefellowship of hissufferings, being made
conformable unto His death.”

11. She hasthe twelve gates of pearl: (Rev. 21:21)

The pearl isasymbol of suffering becauseit isproduced at great
cost by the oyster, the cost of extremeirritation. Sometime ago,
wewerein auniversity town church. After the service, students
from the university gathered around us asking questions. One
guestion was asked, “Why do some oysters produce pearls and
othersdonot.” Theanswer | gavewassomething likethis: “ Some
oystersdo not pick up foreign matter which becomes the nuclel
around which the oyster secretes, while others do.”

This answer, however, was not sufficient for the students.
The next question followed, “Why do some oysters pick up
foreign particles and others do not?’ It was late at night, but
an enterprising student suggested we phone the marine
biologist professor, and he most graciously provided the
answer. When oysters move and seek to go on, they stir up
foreign matter which then penetrates the mantle of the oyster.
The oyster that reclines at the bottom of the sea or stream
rarely stirs up the foreign matter. Thus, the oyster that wants
to go on is the one which will produce the pearl.
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So, too, is it with Christians. Those who wish to stay at a
particular level may not have the same hardships or sufferings
as those who press on in Christ. Those who seek ever to go
onin thislife, those who would be made more conformable
to the Beloved—they are the ones who experience the
fellowship of His sufferings.

Acts 14:22 says, “ ...we must through much tribul ation enter
into the kingdom of God.” Those who sharein the sufferings
of Christ are qualifying to be among that company called the
Brideof Christ (Phil. 3:10). Asthey qualify, they will produce
the beautiful pearlsthat the Lord desires.

It is conditional—if we suffer with Him we shall reign with
Him (2 Tim. 2:2). “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also glorified together” (Rom. 8:17).

We read, “For unto you it isgiven in the behalf of Christ, not
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake” (Phil.
1:29). 2 Timothy 2:12 says, “If we suffer, we shall also reign
with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us.” A chapter
later in 2 Timothy, “Yea, and al that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12).

Therefore, we may conclude that the gates of the holy city
are opened to those who have been partakers of thefellowship
of His sufferings (Phil. 3:10). For He isthe Man of sorrows,
acquainted with grief, His Bride must partake of those
selfsame sufferings (Isa. 53:3).
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12. She has streets of pure gold: (Rev. 21:21)

Gold speaks of divinity, of the Bride being a partaker of that
divine nature that her Heavenly Bridegroom emanates.
“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises. that by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust” (2 Pet. 1:4).

Divine nature must be purified from all aloys of the flesh,
the world and the devil. This can only be accomplished by
thefiery trials of our faith. “That thetrial of your faith, being
much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7).

13. Shehasatemple not made by handsin the Holy City:
The Lord God and the Lamb are the temple of it. (Rev.
21:22-26)

Paul said upon Mars Hill, “God that made the world and all
thingstherein, seeing that heisL ord of heaven and earth, dwelleth
not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with
men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to
all life, and breath, and al things; And hath made of one blood
al nations of men for to dwell on al the face of the earth, and
hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of
their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they
might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from
every one of us. For in him we live, and move, and have our
being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are
also hisoffspring” (Acts 17:24-28).
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“And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to
shineinit: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is
the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall
walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their
glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at
all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring
the glory and honour of the nationsinto it” (Rev. 21:23-26).

14. Shehasapureriver of life: (Rev. 22:1)

From the throne of the Lord shal issue forth a pure river, the
river of life, whichwe shdl seeinthe Millennium. Therewill be
ariver coming forth from the millennial temple of Ezekid’s
vison. This foreshadows the one in the New Jerusalem in the
new earth.

“Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house;

and, behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the
house eastward: for the forefront of the house { stood toward}

the east, and the waters came down from under from the right
side of the house, at the south { Side} of the atar. Then brought
heme out of theway of the gate northward, and led me about the
way without unto the utter gate by theway that |ooketh eastward;

and, behold, thereran out waterson theright side. And when the
man that had the line in his hand went forth eastward, he
measured a thousand cubits, and he brought me through the
waters, the waters { were} to the ankles. Again he measured a
thousand, and brought methrough thewaters; thewaters{ were}

to the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and brought me
through; the waters{ were} to theloins. Afterward he measured
athousand; {and it was} ariver that | could not pass over: for
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thewaterswererisen, watersto swimin, ariver that could not be
passed over” (Ezek. 47:1-5).

Thosewho have had visions of thisheavenly river know that we
must al pass through it before we enter the kingdom. As we
walk throughit, however, our heartsarereved ed and are cleansed.

15. She hastwelve manners of fruit: (Rev. 22:2)

Thetree of life on each side of theriver bringsforth 12 kinds of
fruit every month. This speaks again of government in every
realm of provision. The curse will be no more, and the leaves
will befor the hedling of the nations.

16. She hasthethrone of God in her heart: (Rev. 22:3)

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the Holy City.
This fact helps us redize that dl true believers must have His
throne in their hearts right now. We want Him to be ruling and
reigning in our lives during our time on earth.

17. Shewill serveand reign with Him: (Rev. 22:3)
Again, we have the thought of the priest-king—serving and
worshipping, but aso reigning with the Heavenly Bridegroom.

18. She will see His face and His name will be upon her
forehead: (Rev. 22:4)

Shewill belikethe sonsof Zadok, thefaithful priests, during the
millennia reign of Christ upon the earth that we read about in
Ezekiel 44:15-16, “But the priedts, the L evites, the sonsof Zadok,
that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Isragl
went astray from me, they shal come near to me to minister
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unto me, and they shall stand before meto offer unto methefat
and the blood, saith the Lord GOD: They shal enter into my
sanctuary, and they shall come near to my table, to minister unto
me, and they shall keep my charge.” Aboveall, the Bride has her
Heavenly Bridegroom’'s name written upon her forehead. She
bears His name. Just as the infamous worshippers of the beast
carry hisnumber in their foreheads, those that “follow the Lamb
withersoever He goeth” are called, chosen and faithful to their
divine Lord, and they bear His name upon their foreheads.
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Chapter Seven

The Mountain of Zion

Another aspect by which we may visualize and comprehend the
Brideisthrough the study of the mountain upon which the Holy
City isbuilt. Thismountain is called Mount Zion.

Mount Zionismentioned 153 timesin Holy Scripture. After the
resurrection, when Jesus appeared to His disciples, theApostles
onthelL akeof Gdileecaught the same number of fish. Therefore,
153 symbolizes the gematria, or holds the spiritual significance
of the mature sons of God. Mount Zion speaks of the abode of
just men made perfect as we see in Hebrews 12:22-23, “Ye are
cometo Mount Zion . . .To the general assembly and church of
thefirstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge
of dl, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.”

In two psams, we have the qualifications for ascending and
abiding upon that holy hill to become a part of the Bride of
Christ. Psams 15:1-4 clearly showsuswho will cometo Mount
Zion. “LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall
dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. {He that}
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbor,
nor taketh up a reproach againgt his neighbor. In whose eyes a
vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the
LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.”
Psalm 24:3-6 provides moreinsight, “Who shall ascend into the
hill of the LORD, or who shall stand in his holy place? He that
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hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his
soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the
blessing from the LORD, and righteousnessfrom the God of his
salvation. Thisisthe generation of them that seek him, that seek
thy face, O Jacob. Selah.”

From the foregoing passages of Scripture, we could enunciate
some additional specific qudlities of the Bride of Christ. The
Brideisrenowned for her righteous works and isfilled with the
righteousnessof her Beloved. Thisisentirely in conformity with
Revelation 19:8, “And to her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the
[righteous deeds] of the saints.”

There is no backbiting in her as she is described in Proverbs
31.:26. “ She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue
is the law of kindness.” Thus, we may state that on His holy
mountain they shall not hurt nor destroy (Isa. 65:25).
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Part C - TheHoly Sate of Matrimony
Chapter Eight
Marriage

The union of man and woman in the holy state of matrimony
was ingtituted by God in the beginning, by the Lord Himself.
When He joined Eve to Adam, she was to be his helpmate
and enable him to accomplish the will of God for their entire
life together. She was taken from his rib, which symbolizes
that she was to stand by his side and strengthen him in the
purposes of God.

In Genesis 1:28, God Himself pronounced a blessing upon
marriage. Likewisein Proverb 18:22, He said, “Whoso findeth
awifefindeth agood thing, and obtaineth favor of the Lord.”
God also stipulated in Genesis 2:24, “Therefore shall aman
leave hisfather and hismother, and shall cleave unto hiswife:
and they shall be one flesh.” Therefore, as the Apostle Paul
states in Hebrews 13:4, “Marriage is honourable in al, and
the bed undefiled: but whoremongersand adulterers God will
judge.”

An additional purpose of marriage was stated by God in
Genesis 1:28 — husband and wife should “be fruitful and
multiply, and replenish the earth.” In Genesis 2:23, Adam
declared of his wife, Eve: “This is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man.”
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Thisisrepeated by the Apostle Paul againin Ephesians 5:28-29,
31: “So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He
that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated
his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherishethit, even asthe Lord
the church... For this cause shal a man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined unto hiswife, and they two shall be
oneflesh.”

In Mdachi, God declares that He seeks a godly seed produced
by the union of man and woman in the holy state of matrimony.
Hewantsto replenish the earth with that godly seed (Gen. 1:28).
Also, He seeks a spiritual seed, produced by the union and
communion of Christ and HisBridethat will “plant” the heavens
(Isa 51:16).

Aswe examine Scripture, it isinteresting to discover that those
who areintheBridearebarren or bereft of their spiritual children
before the true seed finally comes. Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel,
Manoah's wife, Ruth, Hannah, and Elizabeth are al examples
of this spiritua truth.
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The Mystical Union
Between Christ and His Church

The Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians 5:30, 32, “For we are
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones...Thisisa
great mystery: but | speak concerning Christ and the church.”

Thus, theLordwould say to Isradl inIsaiah 54:5, “ For thy Maker
isthine husband; the Lord of hostsishisname; and thy Redeemer
the Holy One of Isradl; the God of the whole earth shall he be
caled.”

Toillustratethisunion, and to makeit clear to the prophet Hosea,
He caused Hoseato marry an adulterous and unfaithful woman.
He wanted the prophet to understand the relationship between
God and unfaithful Isragl. Throughout history, the desire of the
Lord has been to enter into that holy state of matrimony with
Israel. He declares Hisintention in Hosea 2:17, “For | will take
away the names of Baalim out of her mouth, and they shall no
more be remembered by their name.” Also, Hosea 2:16 reads,
“Andit shal beat that day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt call me
Ishi [my husband]; and shdt call me no more Badi [my lord].”

Certainly the Lord desiresto purify us from natura adulterous
tendencies and also spiritual ones. We must not be joined to
idols, no matter what form they may take. Anidol isanything (a
desire, alove, a fear in our heart) that competes for the first
placeinour lives, which must belong soldly to Chrigt. Idolspollute
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and weaken our love for Christ, and thus must be removed so
that we can be presented as a chaste virgin unto Christ
(2 Cor. 11:1-3).

Likewise, the Apostle Paul makesthisclear in Romans7:4: “Ye
also are become dead to the law by the body of Chrigt; that ye
should be married to another, even to Him who is raised from
the dead that ye should bring forth fruit unto God.” If we are
married to Him, we will bring forth fruit eternal.
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Part D - Other Typesof theBride

Chapter Ten

Old Testament Type of the Bride

While there are countless types and illustrations of the Bridein
Scripture, the story of Abraham seeking abride for hisonly son
Isaac is unique. A detailed account is given so that we may
appreciate the carewith which God the Father selectsabridefor
His only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Bearing in mind that a
bride has to be worthy of His Son.

The agency for the selection of abride isthe faithful servant of
Abraham, Eliezer. Thus, three persons emerge in this scenario:
Abraham, who isatype of God the Father; Isaac, who isatype
of his beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ; and Eliezer, who is
the type of the Holy Spirit.

The story begins in Genesis 24:3-4 with an injunction to the
servant. “And | will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of
heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take awife
unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom |
dwell: But thou shat go unto my country, and to my kindred,
and take awife unto my son Isaac.”

This is in accordance with later instructions concerning the
selection of thekings, for weread in Deuteronomy 17:15, “Thou
shdt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the LORD thy
God shall choose: one from among thy brethren shat thou set
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king over thee: thou mayest not set astranger over thee, whichis
not thy brother.” Thus, theBrideisto be of the seed of Abraham’s
kindred. With the Lord, we are of the seed of Abrahamif we are
Chridt’s.

“And if ye be Chrigt’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise” (Gal. 3:29). Likewise, the Bride is
selected and sought out from the kindred of Abraham, from
among both the Old and New Testament saints and believers.

The servant set out upon his journey and arrived at the city of
Nahor. Scripture records certain details concerning this account
for us. Thefirst detail wasthat hetook ten of hismaster’scamels.
Ten isthe number of the law, signifying that the one selected to
become the bride must fulfill the law as did Christ.

The second detall wasarequirement prayerfully presented before
the Lord by the servant in Genesis 24:13-14: “Behold, | stand
here by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the
city come out to draw water: And let it come to pass, that the
damsdl to whom | shal say, Let down thy pitcher, | pray thee,
that | may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and | will give thy
camels drink aso: let the same be she that thou hast appointed
for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall | know that thou hast
showed kindness unto my master.”

This was no small test. An average camel, especiadly one that
hastraversed the desert asthese had done, is capabl e of drinking
25 gallons of water at one time. Thus, the servant was asking
that the young girl voluntarily furnish as much as 250 gallons of
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water. Thiswould be a great test of her disposition, and would
show how generous, hospitable, and industrious she would be
to her husband.

It has often struck me as noteworthy that the Biblical
characterswho were used by the L ord were alwaysthose who
wereindustriousand rose early inthemorning. Thesequalities
are at a premium these days, for the tendency in so many
guarters is to demand one’s rights and to ensure plenty of
free time for pleasure. Such is not the portrait offered usin
the Bible concerning the Patriarchs and Apostles. Without
exception, wefind them tilling thefields, rising up early, and
working late. They were men and women who loved to
worship the Lord morning, noon, and often at midnight, even
into old age. They did not eat the bread of idleness (Pr. 31:27).

Thus, Rebekah, thegirl who met the servant, qualified to become
Isaac’s bride. She offered to give water, not only to the servant
upon hisrequest, but went the second mile by offering water for
all the camels until they had finished drinking (Mt. 5:41).

Moreover, she was willing to leave her home and follow the
Holy Spirit, in the guise of Eliezer, to aland she did not know
and marry a man she had not seen. Certainly it was an act of
faith that isatype of trust and loving obediencethat the Bride of
Christ must possessin the spiritua sense.

May the Lord grant that these same qualitiesbe developedin us,
through His divine grace and enabling.
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Chapter Eleven

New Testament [llustration

The New Testament abounds with illustrations concerning
the Bride of Christ, and the Bridegroom isbrought into perfect
focus by the gospel accounts of His life. We have the many
parables that relate to the coming of the Bridegroom, or the
marriage supper, which will be studied in the Epilogue.

However, the portion of Scripture that is of singular
importancein showing thisrelationship between the Heavenly
Bridegroom and His Bride is surely in Ephesians 5:25-27.
“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he
might present it to himself aglorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish.”

Herewe seethetender, loving care of the Bridegroom for His
Bride before marriage. His part isthe preparation of Hisloved
one, that tender washing from all defilement of theflesh, soul,
and spirit by the water of the Word. How beautiful this truth
appears when we consider the Lord's physical act of love
when He washed the disciple’s feet during the Last Supper.
“Heriseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took
atowel, and girded himself. After that he poureth water into
a basin, and began to wash the disciples feet, and to wipe
them with the towel wherewith he was girded” (Jn. 13:4-5).
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Jesus had the humility and loving care of aservant of rulers(Isa
49:7). He had an intimacy and identification with the need of
those who had unwashed and dust-begrimed feet. These
unpolished Galileans—no doubt, accustomed to walking through
the dirt-infested places of their hometowns—were less than
careful with what defiled their feet. Even the most fastidious of
passer-byswould have been marked by the dirt. Yet, the Lord of
glory, who came from ivory mansions in heaven, humbled and
abased Himself to wash their fest.

Nonethel ess, the defilement of the A postles’ feet could not have
been so distasteful as our sin besmirched hearts and souls. One
could readily believethat theorigina sin, which has caused such
depravity within our natures, could have just as easily caused
the Spotless Oneto recoil at the very sight of us. In spite of this,
He humbly hears our cries to become a partaker of His purity.
By Hisword, He gently and patiently washes us little by little
until we, too, can redize the promise in Jude 1:24, “Now unto
him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.”
As we diligently approach the throne of mercy to find help in
time of need, He speaks, corrects, and washes so that we can, by
His grace, become clean from this world's defilement.

ThePillars

Another aspect of the Brideisthat sheislikenedto apillar inthe
temple of her God. “Him that overcometh will | makeapillarin
the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and | will
write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of
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my God, {whichis} new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of
heavenfrom my God: and{ | will writeupon him} my new name”
(Rev. 3:12). Thisverse speaksof thequalificationsand privileges
of the Bride to bear the new name of her heavenly Husband.

Let uslook at thisthought of apillar associated with the Temple
of Solomon. Thereweretwo main pillarsat the entrance, named
Boaz and Jachin. Boaz signifies “strength.” Jachin means “he
will establish.”

“For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high apiece:
and aline of twelve cubits did compass ether of them about.
And he made two chapiters { of} molten brass, to set upon the
tops of the pillars: the height of the one chapiter {was} five
cubits, and the height of the other chapiter {was} five cubits:
{And} netsof checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for the
chapiterswhich {were} uponthetop of thepillars; sevenfor the
one chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter. And he made the
pillars, and two rowsround about upon the one network, to cover
the chapitersthat { were} upon the top, with pomegranates. and
so did he for the other chapiter. And the chapiters that { were}
upon thetop of the pillars{ were} of lily work in the porch, four
cubits. And the chapiters upon the two pillars {had
pomegranates} also above, over againgt the belly which { was}
by the network: and the pomegranates { were} two hundred in
rows round about upon the other chapiter. And he set up the
pillarsin the porch of the temple: and he set up the right pillar,
and cdlled the name thereof Jachin: and he set up the left pillar,
and called the namethereof Boaz. And uponthetop of thepillars
{was} lily work: so was the work of the pillars finished”
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(1 Ki. 7:15-22). Scripturd Types and Connotations of some of
these measurements:

7 | Completeness Pillars must be well rounded.

12 | Government Pillars uphold and execute government.

18 Srength Pillars must be strong and reliable.
200 | AFaithful Servant’s Reward | Pillars must be faithful.

Brass Judgment Pillars must withstand God's fire.

Pomegranates Love Pillars must minister in love.

Lilies (4) Universal Purity | Pillars must be completely pure.

Pillars dso support the interior of the Tabernacle of Moses and
the temple. They al have asimilar function, and that isto carry
a burden. Spiritualy, they speak of bearing the burden of the
ministry. Therefore, those who will be in the Bride will haveto
be burden bearers, according to that which our Lord has
determined for us.

Strength and beawtty arefeaturesof thepillarsaswell asreliability,
in that they remain at their appointed posts or tasks. May we
never leaveto thework that He hasgiven to usto do, but remain
faithful even during times of extreme pressures.

| know abeautiful Indian couplewho were sent by theLordto a
very difficult areaof their country. They spent yearsin deprivation
seeing little fruit for their labors. However, when money was
givenfor their return home, they refused. They would not abandon
thefield that the Lord had entrusted to their care. After that test
of their devotion, the Lord gracioudy opened up the windows of
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heaven; from that time on they have been blessed financidly.
Thisenabled them not only to enjoy amorethan sufficientincome
for their own needs and ministry, but they are now channels
through whom the Lord most gracioudly supplies the needs of
otherswho minister inthat area. Spiritually they areenjoying an
abundance of blessing.

They are examples of faithful pillars, tried and tested, who are
supporting the work of the Lord in the corner of His vineyard
He dlotted them. May we receive grace to stay at our postsin
like manner. If we faint not, we shal aso regp in due season,
even asthose two precious laborers.

In marriage, the wife cannot forsake her husband. She is by
his side through thick and thin, facing the storms of life with
him. She is always there to encourage, strengthen, and stand
with him through the years; shewill not desert him. Likewise,
we, His Bride, must always be found faithfully fulfilling the
tasks He has so generously designed to give us. Faithfulness
isthe hallmark of marriage, and it isamong the highest virtues
of His Bride.
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Epilogue

This book has been presented with the prayer that it will be a
blessing to the Lord's people. Moreover, we pray that the Holy
Spirit may in someway useit to preparethe Bridefor the coming
of her beloved Bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ.

However, this book would be incomplete without mention of
the theme of Revelation 19:7, “Let us be glad and rgjoice, and
give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lambiscome, and his
wifehasmade hersdlf ready.” | would like to present two truths:

1. Themarriage supper of theLamb

Thislittle phrase, “ Blessed are they which are called unto the
marriage supper of the Lamb” (19:9), is one of the seven
beatitudes of the book of Revelation. Asin any wedding, there
is a difference between the guest and the Bride. We must
conclude from thisthat not all believersare in the Bride, and
only aselect number of believerswill beincluded on the guest
list. For this reason, it behooves us to redeem the time and
apply ourselvesto theracethat is set before usif we desireto
be part of the Bride of Christ. As Paul writes in Philippians
3:12-14, “Not as though | had already attained, either were
already perfect: but | follow after, if that | may apprehend
that for which also | am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren,
| count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing |
do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before, | press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
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2. The Bride has made her sdif ready

Throughout His teachings on the Second Coming, the Lord
emphasi zesthistruth of readiness. InaJewishwedding, thefather
of the bridegroom is the one who determines the time that the
bridegroom should go and take hisbride. Thus, thewords of the
Lord Himsdlf inActs 1:7 becomeasolemnredity, “And hesaid
unto them, It is not for you to know the time or the seasons,
which the Father hath put in his own power.” We read asimilar
truth in Mark 13:32, “But of that day and that hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angelswhich arein heaven, neither the Son, but
the Father.”

| believeour attitude should reflect the attitude of ayoung French
Bible student | once taught in Switzerland. Her name was
Madeline. In those days, Maddline was singularly drawn of the
Lord to seek Hisface. During this time when we would come
down early in the mornings to check on the preparations for
meals, we would find Madeline in prayer, earnestly seeking the
face of the Lord. Thistook place during aperiod of six months,
and | had avision of her clothed in awhite robe at that time.

Then Madeline becameill, and the doctors diagnosed cancer of
the blood. She was taken to the hospital and we were told that
nothing could be done for her. We asked the doctor, who was a
fine Christian man, if he would have any objectionsto bringing
Madeline back to the hotel that served as our Bible school and
conference center. There shewould be surrounded by thosewho
loved her, as well as dl the prayers of the saints. He warmly
agreed, and hetold ushewould be ableto visit her day by day to
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monitor her condition. Her parents also readily expressed their
approvd, asit gavethem an opportunity to bewith her constantly.

A conference, attended by over 200 believers, prayed for her
throughout the day and night. When Madeline was very low,
near death’s door, the seven ministers would gather around her
bed and pray that the Lord would bring her back. Color would
return to her face, her appetite would return, and she would sit
up in bed asthough in a convalescent state.

Perhaps only two hours would elapse and the ministers would
be called again. Thiswent on for severa days. Madeline would
have arelapse; we would pray, and she would come back again.
However, finally after another such session, the senior minister
amongst us suggested that we ask God the next time, to heal her
or totakeher if itwasHiswill. Fromthe patter that wasemerging,
it seemed that God was continuing to honor our prayers, but we
began to wonder if our prayers were going contrary to Hiswill.
Madeline and her parents agreed, as did all the minigters.

The next timewewere called, Madelinewas sinking fast. We
all held hands around her bed, and the senior minister prayed,
“Lord, we know You can heal, but if it is Your will to take
Madeline, we commit her into Your hands and ask that Your
holy will shall be done.”

| had never experienced such power as at that moment. Clouds
of great glory filled the room. The resurrection power of God
wasthere. My eyeswere opened and | saw the chariotsof Israel
swoop down over the bed. Undoubtedly, they were the chariots
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that were used when Elijah was parted from Elisha. Then | saw
the gates of the Kingdom of God in heaven. From them came a
beautiful white path of intense purity that stretched right down
to Maddline sbed. Thenthe L ord Himsdlf, resplendent inawhite
robeof indescribabl e beauty, descended and walked with majestic
grace upon that path toward her. He arrived at her bed, touched
her, and Madeline's spirit came out of her body. Then, with her
left arm dlipped through His right arm, they lovingly looked at
each other and departed arm in arm, asthe Lord Jesustook His
Bride through the portals of heaven.

A few dayslater, | saw Madelinetwiceinvisions. Shewasin
heaven, on one occasion, with agroup of young girlssinging
together as they walked through one of heaven’s beautiful
greenfields. On another occasion | saw her seated and playing
at amusical instrument. However, the instrument was veiled
from my eyes.

At Madeline's funeral, as we laid her to rest in that Swiss
village cemetery, we had atombstone placed over her grave.
The French words engraved upon that tombstone were those
of Revelation 19:7, “ And Hiswife hath made herself ready.”
Beloved, are we preparing as Madeline? Are we making
ourselves ready? Will we be ready to meet the Bridegroom
when He comes? These are questionsthat we must continually
ask ourselves. We must be ready.

The whole purpose of thislittle book isto seek the Lord while
Hemay befound. Wewant to encourage you to realize the need
to quaify to become His lovely Bride. Our desire must be to
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faithfully seek Him and to obey Hiswill, to be ready for Him at
whatever time He would choose to come for us.

May God so grant that thetruthsexpressed inthisbook encourage
you to be ready. Praise the Lord! Amen.
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